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GLIMPSES OF CONTEMPORARY RURAL LIFE
FROM THOMAS HARDY’S SELECTED NOVELS

Dr.Gautami Pawar Miss. Pratidnya Ranshing
Associate Prof. & Head Research Scholor

P.G Department of English

Abasaheb Garware College, Pune 4

Abstract

Literature is considered to be the reflection of human life. In literature we find the realistic portrayal of human
beings lives. Novel is one of the forms of literature. It tries to represent realistic picture of the people and
contemporary conditions of the period by using different characters. Characters in the novel are persons presented
in a work of art who represent particular group or class. Thomas Hardy is one of the few novelists who tried to
show the real life of rustic people and the contemporary conditions in his novels. Before Hardy it was usually
thought that the life of common man or rustics could not be the subject matter of the novel. The life of common men
or people living in rural area was almost neglected by the contemporary authors. Most of the novels of Victorian
age only portrayed the life of upper class people or people living in cities. They found the life of rich people and big
landlords more interesting than the life of common rural people. Therefore the descriptions of villages and problems
of rural people were not common in the contemporary period.

Key words — Victorian age, common man, rustic life, upper class people, contemporary conditions, society and
employment opportunity,

Introduction -

Thomas Hardy as one of the few novelists not only portrayed rustic people’s life in his novels,
but also tried to represent the realistic circumstances or conditions of contemporary time. He also
showed how contemporary conditions influenced the life of rustic people. In his novels he
portrays the life of rural people living in the South West of England. To this place he has given a
fictitious name, “Wessex". It was an agricultural area. He has spent his most of the life there. He
has observed the life of rural people very closely. He gives detailed descriptions of various
places and people of "Wessex" in his novels. Usually, characters in Hardy’s novels are taken
from various walks of life for example. hay-trusser, farmer, shepherd, furze cutter, milk maids
etc. He not only portrayed characters from various occupations, but also their beliefs, attitudes
;manners, superstitions and their way of living life in his novels. Hardy having deep
understanding of human nature depicts minutest fluctuations in emotions of various characters. It
makes his characters seem realistic. In short, he is at his best while portraying rural characters.
Characters in Hardy’s novels are always shown as fighting with the contemporary conditions or
society. The life of various characters gets influenced by the changing social and economic
conditions around them.

The Mayor of Casterbridge is one of the finest novels of Thomas Hardy. In The Mayor of
Casterbridge he has portrayed the life of a poor hay trusser, who is from rural area and belongs
to the lower class. He is hard working, strong and energetic man of twenty one years old. He is
aggressive and proud but he has some admirable qualities like kindness, honesty and helpfulness.
He represents his lot. Michael Henchard’s traveling from one place to another with his wife and
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child in search of job illustrates the condition of the young people of the period. It was an age of
industrialization and modernization. It has brought about surprising change in the life of
Victorian people. Due to the progress in science and technology new methods of working were
replacing the old ways of working. At the same time the use of machines in every field was
increasing day by day. Consequently, it has become difficult to get job in villages. Because of
the usual unemployment he did not want to take the responsibility of his own family. He was
fade up with the situation. In such a condition Henchard comes to the village of Weydon Priors
with his wife and child and learns that there is no employment opportunity. After taking large
quantity of liquor he does not remain in his sense and without thinking about the consequences
of his action sells his wife and child. Thus, Michael Henchard's poor economic conditions force
him to sell his own wife and child for only a small amount of money.

The next day, when he wakes up he realizes his folly and also the disastrous effects of
drinking liquor. Then he takes an oath that he will not touch the liquor for the period of twenty
one years. At last when he loses everything he goes to Casterbridge city to try his luck. It shows
the condition of contemporary rural people who were migrating from village to city in search of
job. After reaching there he works hard and becomes a corn and hay merchant and also the
mayor of Casterbridge city. As a result, his financial conditions improve. While running his
business he gives importance to the old and traditional ways. In business deals he focuses on the
handshakes and good eye contact.

One day when Henchard was discussing the problem of grown wheat Farfrae a typical
Scotch man comes there. He was practical, well educated, far sighted man. Soon, Farfrae learns
that Henchard is unable to improve the quality of bad wheat by using traditional methods.
Farfrae having good knowledge of science and technology tells Henchard a process by which
bad wheat can be improved into wholesome wheat. It creates an impression on Henchard and
appoints him as his corn manager. Farfrae as a manager runs his business very well. He also
brings seed drill machine to the town, which was the result of progress in agricultural
technology. On one occasion, Henchard makes elaborate arrangements for an entertainment
programme according to old traditions. On the other hand Farfrae thinks rationally and makes
proper arrangements for the entertainment show. As a result Henchard's programme fails and all
the people go to Farfrae’s programme. The incident creates jealousy in Henchard and he
dismisses Farfrae from his job.

However, Farfrae starts his own business. As usual Henchard for making purchase of
corn takes the advice of weather prophet but, weather improves and his plan fails. Thus,
Henchard because of using traditional and old methods loses everything and becomes bankrupt.
If he had some knowledge of science and technology, he would not have to suffer such a
financial loss. And once again he has to accept the job of hay trusser. Thus Henchard who stands
for old ways or traditions not only loses his business but also his loved once and even his own
life. On the other hand Farfrae who is a learned person prospers and become the mayor of
Casterbridge city. Henchard when suffers heavy loss in business transactions he feels, that
someone might be roasting a waxen image of himself. Henchard's dismissal after furmitty
woman’s disclosure of his past act reveals the importance of morality in the contemporary
society. All these things throw light on the beliefs, superstitions and traditions which were
followed by contemporary rural people.
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Susan and her daughter Elizabeth Jane represent women’s conditions in contemporary
period. Susan's acceptance of Henchard’s cruel act shows male domination existing in
contemporary period. Women's have to act according to the will of their husband. They could not
go against the will of their husband. They were not free to take decisions on their own.
Generally, it was considered that man is the head of the family. He should take the whole
responsibility of family. Women were mostly dependent on men for their financial needs. In
other words, having no means of earning women were financially helpless. They were supposed
to do only household work and stay at home. Henchard’s condition makes Susan realizes that
Henchard does not want to take the responsibility of her and her child. She also understands that
he is unable to support their family financially. She was absolutely helpless. So, she accepts the
transaction without much protest and goes with the sailor Newson. After leaving Henchard Susan
works hard to keep her family happy and well provided. Meanwhile, the suffering through which
Susan and her child goes causes Elizabeth Jane's death. One day, when captain Newson lost at
sea Susan and Elizabeth Jane's life changes completely. They have to live in a straitened
circumstances. Susan's concern for her daughter makes her uneasy. In this way after eighteen
years, Newson's death and Susan and Elizabeth Jane's poor financial circumstances compel them
to make search for Henchard. Susan and Elizabeth Jane’s searching him shows women's pathetic
condition in the absence of their husband. Susan's suffering throughout the novel also illustrates
economic conditions of women who were without any kind of financial support in contemporary
society. After eighteen years when she gets reunited with her husband' because of her delicate
health she could not enjoy the happy life of a mayor's wife. Henchard gets married with Susan
after her return to make amends for his guilt. The views expressed on the marriage by country
people that their mayor is lowering his dignity by marrying so comparatively humble woman,
who has neither social status nor attractiveness illustrates contemporary people’s attitude towards
man and woman relationship. Henchard's getting married with Susan shows the importance of
social conventions or norms in the life of people of the time.

Elizabeth Jane who is the daughter of Susan and Newson is a conventional girl. She is
sincere, understanding and kind. She too when her mother gets married with Henchard again, to
please him she tries to learn Italian and use globes. She also works hard to become a
sophisticated girl. She tries to follow the advice of Henchard. But when Henchard becomes
indifferent towards her she left his house and lives separately. She does not want to become
burden on others. It shows changing views of women who wanted to become an independent
person.

On the other hand, Lucetta is well educated, smart, unconventional woman. She could speak
French and Italian fluently. She was very conscious about her status. Her living in high place
shows her ambitious nature. As soon as she learns that Farfrae is generous and well settled
person compared to Henchard she turns towards him. Again when her affair with Henchard
discloses a skimmity ride is taken out by the society which takes her life. We can see that this
kind of dangerous customs were followed by Victorian society. Henchard’s giving her money as
compensation shows that women's condition was very bad in the contemporary period. All these
things throw light on the gradual change occurring in the perception and status of women.

Jude the Obscure was first published in 1895. It is one of the famous and last novels of
Thomas Hardy. The novel criticizes social institutions. It is the story of poor boy Jude who is
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from a working class. He lives in the village named Marygreen. He is very sympathetic towards
birds and animals. While scaring away the birds he feels that the birds are like himself, who are
living in a world which did not want them. He sees similarity between himself and the birds. The
kind of treatment which he was getting from his aunt filled his heart with disappointment. He
used to help his great aunt to run a bakery. He wants to become a university scholar, but his
poverty and contemporary social and economical conditions frustrates his all hope of becoming a
scholar. At village Jude without any kind of guidance from any one studies hard and acquires a
little knowledge of grammar. It shows his strong desire of acquiring higher education. To gain
further knowledge and to go to the Christminster city he goes to the nearby town of Alfredston
and learns the work of stone mason. After arriving in Christminster city, he feels fascinated by
the intellectual atmosphere of the city. Meanwhile, he struggles hard to fulfill his dream and earn
his living. Soon, he finds it difficult to enter in the university without any kind of proper
guidance. So, he writes letters to the university professors appealing them to guide him to
acquire knowledge. But because of Jude's financial conditions and his low status they refuse to
guide him. One of the academic dignitaries following reply throws light on the attitude of most
of the contemporary Victorian people.

“ Ihave read your letter with interest; and judging from your description of yourself as a working
man. [ venture to think that you will have a much better chance of success in life by remaining in
your own sphere and sticking to your trade than by adopting any other course. That, therefore, is
what I advise to you to do. "( Part 2, ch-6)

This throws light on the rigid views of society and the social inequality existing in the society.
When Jude after the hard work of many years receives this reply he loses all hope of attaining
higher knowledge. It illustrates the fact that poor young men from rural area have to struggle
very hard to develop their own status. In other words, for rustics it was not so easy to achieve
higher education.

Following lines also illustrates the plight of rural or lower class people like Jude in the
contemporary society.

"Those buildings and their associations and privileges were not for him. From the looming
roof of the great library, into which he hardly ever had time to enter, his gaze travelled on to the
varied spires, halls gables, streets, chapels, gardens, quadrangles, which composed the ensemble
of this unrivalled panorama. He saw that his destiny lay not with these, but among the manual
toilers in the shabby purlieu which he himself occupied, unrecognized as part of the city at all by
its visitors and panegyrists." ( Part 2, ch-6 )

In Jude the Obscure Thomas Hardy portrays Sue as a modern woman. She is educated and
struggles for freedom. Throughout the novel she opposes traditions and customs of the Victorian
society. From the childhood she was rebellious and self-conscious girl. She believed in the
emancipation of women. She also breaks the rules of hostel because of which she is expelled
from the school. She thinks that women are treated like animals in the society as if they do not
have their own feelings and opinions. In a letter written to Jude at the time of marriage
ceremony Sue writes,
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"According to the ceremony as there printed, my bridegroom chooses me of his own will
and pleasure; but I don't choose him. Somebody gives me to him, like a she ass or she goat, or
any other domestic animal". ( Part 3,ch-7)

This reveals contemporary people’s views about women and their status in the society.
Sue's saying regarding marriage “ I am certain one ought to be allowed to undo what one has
done so ignorantly. I daresay it happens to lots of women; only they submit, and I kick..." shows
pathetic condition of most of the married women. Because of the pressure of society and
religion women's are often forced to continue their married life even if they were unhappy. This
also explains that Sue is a modern woman, whose ideas are in advance of her age. Sue who was a
sceptic at first leaves Mr. Phillotson and comes to live with Jude. She experiences a very short
period of happiness with Jude and her children. She gets shock when Father Time the son of
Arabella and Jude hangs himself and Sue's children. In the following lines she expresses her
emotions

" I see marriage differently now! My babies have been taken from me to show me this!
Arabella's child killing mine was a judgments; the right slaying wrong." ( Part 6, ch 3)

The incident brought great change in her attitudes, views and beliefs forever. She feels
that she has been punished by god for her living with Jude without marring. She thinks that she is
committed to Mr.Phillotson by marriage and she should return to him. Thus, the pressure of
social conventions forces her to take a decision, which influences the life of all the characters in
the novel. However, after the tragic death of her children Sue surrenders herself completely to
the traditions and social norms of the Victorian society. This sudden change in the character of
Sue throws light on the influence of religion and social conventions in the life of Victorian
people.

On the other hand, Arabella is not a conventional girl. She is a hypocrite and selfish. She
gets married to Jude only to fulfill her desires. But when she realizes that he is no longer useful
to her she leaves him. She does not remain constant in her attitudes and decisions. She makes use
of marriage as a means to fulfill her whims. She thinks that marriage is like business. In short
there is great difference between the views of Arabella and Sue. When Jude goes to the
Christminster city to live with Sue due to social prejudices he finds it difficult to get
accommodation. Thus, Sue's suffering shows how women have to struggle to live their life
according to their own will in the society.

Mr. Phillotson Jude's school master who, was running school at Marygreen leaves the village to
obtain the university degree and change his circumstances. But he could not become a university
graduate. So, once again he has to start his small school in a nearby village of Christminster city.
When Sue goes to live with Jude, Mr. Phillotson is asked to resign from school for giving his
wife liberty. On his refusal to resign from his post the managing committee of the school
dismisses him. To protest this dismissal he calls a public meeting, where most of the people
support committee's decision and very few regard Mr. Phillotson's decision is right. It illuminates
contemporary society’s views about man woman relationship.
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Conclusion:

Thus, in The Mayor of Casterbridge Thomas Hardy has tried to portray the realistic life of poor
rural people living in the contemporary time. He has also depicted social, economic conditions of
the period in this novel. All the sorrow and suffering in the life of various characters is not only
due to their own faults or limitations but contemporary circumstances also play a major role in
their lives. The influence of modernization can be seen on the lives of most of the characters.
Henchard's rise and fall is mostly depended on the social, economic conditions of the time. The
life of Susan, Elizabeth Jane, Lucetta and Fafrae gets affected by the changing circumstances. It
has also shown the status of women and the views of contemporary people on man woman
relationship. It also throws light on upper class peoples attitude towards rural or lower class
people. Similarly, in Jude the Obscure Thomas Hardy has depicted the life of a boy who belongs
to the lower class, but wants to become a scholar. It shows how contemporary conditions and
Society becomes an obstacle in his efforts to better his life. It also influences the life of Sue,
Arabella and Mr.Phillotson. It brings about great change in life of all these character. Their
efforts to make their lives better are frustrated by the social institutions and conventions. Thus,
the present research illustrates that there were very less prospects of the improvement of rural
people’sconditions in the Victorian age.
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NEUROTIC SYMPTOMS AMONG WORKING AND
NON-WORKING WOMEN

Ragni Dwivedi
Research Scholar
Jiwaji University, Gwalior MP

Objective

Proposed research work intends to find the difference between neurotic symptoms among
working and non-working women.

Methodology

20 working and 20 non-working women were randomly selected for proposed research work.
Participants’ probability of developing neurotic tendency was measured by PGI-N1
questionnaire.

Result and Conclusion

Two groups do not differ significantly thus it can be concluded that both working and known
working women show similar tendency to develop neurotic symptomes.

Key words — Stress, neurosis, working and non-working women.

We live in stress full time. The word stress defined by the oxford dictionary is a “State of affair
involving demand on physical and mental energy.” Concept of stress was first introduced in the
life science by ‘Hans Selye’ in ‘1936’. Selye borrowed this concept from a natural science. The
concept of stress is derived from the Latin word ‘Stringer’. The term stress has many definitions-
As per Lazarous and Folkman (1984) “... stress as an internal state, which can be caused by
physical demand on the body.” Stress is a big problem in our society (Allen-1983).
Approximately 75 percent disease is stress related. Many chronic illness related to heart, cancer,
diabetes and maladjusted behavior leads to stress. In human, stress originates from a multitude of
sources and causes a wide variety of response, both positive and negative connotations. Many
experts believe some level of stress is essential for well-being and mental health. Both working
and non-working women experience stress at different levels. Patil (2014), in his study found
that working women experienced significantly higher level of stress in comparison to non-
working women. He further concludes that married working women experienced high on stress
level in comparison to married non-working women. Stress seems to be involved in much of our
happiness, irritability and dissatisfaction. Some people hardly seem to be affected by stressor,
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they possess a personality structure technically known as ‘Hardiness’. Hardiness is defined as a
constellation of attitudes, beliefs and behavioral tendencies. That consist of three components —
commitment, control and challenge (Lambert & Lambert, 1999) while these are divested by few
number of stressors they also tend low degree of stressor. This further negatively impacts others.
Significantly dimensions of their personal and professional life and in overall their health.

The term neurosis encompasses a variety of very common mental health disorders. Neurotic
disorder include post-traumatic stress-disorder, somatization disorder, phobias disorder,
obsessive - compulsive disorder and adjustment disorder, It includes a wide variety of emotional
and physical symptoms or manifestation. Anxiety and fear are common symptoms to range of
disorder. That are characterized as neurosis or neurotic disorder. Other common symptoms that
do not appear to have a medical causes, these may include palpitation, rapid heart rate, hyper-
ventilation, muscle pain, abdominal pain, headache, numbness and tingling. Symptoms of
disorder that are considered a neurosis can negatively affect the ability of a person to function
effectively in the activity of daily living, such as - going to work and school, caring for family
and taking care of basic needs.

Neurotic and stress related disorder are classified in to the following types —

Phobia anxiety disorder.

Obsessive- compulsive disorder.

Reaction to severe stress and adjustment disorder.

Dissociative (conversion) disorder.

Somatoform disorder.

Women, who exhibit signs of jealously, moodiness, anxiety or worrying may be at a higher risk
for developing Alzheimer’s disease. A Swedish study conducted on 800 women over 40 years
concluded that women, who were neurotic (Jealous, moody or anxious) and stressed out over the
long term were at a much higher risk of developing Alzheimer’s then women in the group who
were less neurotic and less stressed.

M S

Objective of proposed research work is to measure the neurotic symptom and its difference
among working and nonworking women.

Hypothesis

1. No significant difference will exist on neurotic symptom among working and non-
working women.
Methods and Materials

Sample - Sample consists of 40 female participants of age group 30 to 50 of which 20 female are
working and 20 are non-working. Females were selected by random sample method. Working
women from teaching profession were selected as a sample.

Tools - PGI - Health Questionnaire N-1, developed by Dr. S. K. Verma, Dr. Dwarka Prashad and
Dr. N.N. Wing. It is based on CMI — Health Questionnaire and incorporates their characteristics
as envisaged by Cattle (Vide supra). Test is highly reliable and valid. (Reliability of the test was
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examined using ‘test retest’ and ‘spit-half’ method and was found significantly high 0.88 and
0.86 respectively) This test also can be used with illiterate, unsophisticated population.

Result

Working women mean score on PGI is 7.95 (SD = 4.21) and Non-working women scored 10.30
(SD =4.70). The two — tailed P value equals 0.1042. By conventional criteria, the difference is
considered to be not statistically significant.

Thus, our hypothesis “No significant difference will exist on neurotic symptom among working
and non-working women” stands correct.

Table shows PGI-N1 mean score, SD & t-value
of Working and Non-working Women

Mean SD N df t-value
Working Women 7.95 4.21 20
38 1.66
Non-working Women 10.30 4.70 20

Ns PGI-N1 mean score of working and non-workir

10.3

7.95

Working women Non-working women

Conclusion and Discussion

Result obtained suggests that no significant difference exist on neurotic symptom between
working and non-working women. The both kind to show the similar tendency to develop
neurotic symptoms under stress. Similar tendency to develop neurotic symptoms among working
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and non-working women may be attributed to multiple roles played by then is personal and
social life.

In personal life working and non-working women are playing role of mother, wife, daughter in
law and others. Women being the primary care taker of household responsibilities is under huge
pressure. This pressure is primarily due to crucial decision making process. This process and
responsibilities associated taxes individuals’ mental and physical health. These never ending task
and responsibilities rarely allow women to get engaged allow women to get engaged in pro-
health activities or adapt suitable stress management activities.

Life of working women differs with non-working women in some aspects. Working women’s life
is quite challenging as along with family affairs and responsibilities, she is also employee of an
organization.

Being an employee, she is accountable for her every action. She has to fulfill her duties is a given
time frame. This organizational environment plays the role of stressor at one point but also gives
the individual an opportunity to burst their stress. Organization gives the platform where
individual can build and strengthen her social circle. This social networking proven to be a good
stress buster activity. Working women sees the world with different perspective, exploring world,
learning about other person experience, helps broader perspective. Singh & Tiwari (2014)
concluded that working women are adapting more novel strategies to cope with stress in
comparison to their non-working counterparts. Thus adapting a novel strategies may be a reason
why working women are scoring low on PGI in comparison to non-working women though not
significantly low.
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FEMALE INFANTICIDE AND FEMALE FOETICIDE
- A CURSE FOR SOCIETY

Dr. Pooja Gupta
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Abstract

Female infanticide and female foeticide is a threat to human race. Violence against women exists in
various forms in all societies. Female foeticide and female infanticide all extreme manifestation of violence against
women. Female foeticide is perhaps one of the worst forms of violence against women. A women is denied her most
basic and fundamental right - the right of life enshrined in article of the constitution of India. Elimination of the girl
child through selective elimination of female embryos or fetuses is an age — old phenomenon. It neglects the
fundamental right to equality guaranteed under articles 14 and 15 of the constitution, female feticide has joined the
fray and is increasing with every passing day. Lack of ethics in certain pockets of the medical profession has only
aggravated the situation, the most disturbing is the continued discrimination against the female child at various
levels though because of some awaking through freedom, equality and empowerment of women, things seems to be
changing. Even today, the birth of a girl child in the family is not celebrated as done when boy is born. Gender
equality demands that the birth of a girl, especially the second one in the family, should not be viewed as moment of
grief and sorrow.

Full Research Paper

In India, the history speaks that the women are considered as a divine force but the multi-
cultured Indian society placed the women at different position. Thus, there is no uniform status
of women in the Indian society. However, civilization showed the overall upliftment of women’s
position.

“The cord divided his own body in to two parts, half male and half female and his was
created the universe”- Manu Smriti

Since the world’s inception, the male combination has proved to be the foremost
necessity for propagating and developing global views. A woman is an important organ of the
family which is the basic unit of society. The family includes members belonging to different age
groups, sex and generation.

Women are considered to be the pivot not only in domestic life but for society. This is evident
through a study of the epics.

The preamble is the key to the constitution. It does not discriminate men and women but
it treats them alike. The farmers of the constitution were well aware of unequal treatment meted
out to the fair sex, from the time immemorial. In India, the history of suppression of women is
very old and long which is responsible for including general and special previsions for upliftment
and development of the status of women.
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India has a patriarchal society where men are seen as role models who are supposed to
look after their parents in old age. Giving birth to girl child is seen by many as “watering the
neighbor’s plants” and birth of a male child is looked upon as “feather in the cap with great pride
and joy”

Female infanticide means the killing of female babies, was a practice prevailing in India
long ago. Though this has now been abolished legally, we find that it is still practice in a
different and more sophisticated manner. Females are now being killed even before they are
born.

Females foeticide means elimination of a female foetus at any stage of pregnancy, after
determining its sex. It is also defined as killing of female foetus through induced abortion.

The phenomenon of female infanticide is as old as many cultures and has accounted for
millions of gender selective deaths down the ages. It remains a matter of a critical concern in a
number of third world countries today. In all cases, female infanticide reflects the low status
accorded to women in most parts of the world.

It is arguably the most brutal and destructive manifestation of the anti female bias that
pervades patriarchal societies. It is closely related to the phenomenon of sex selective abortion,
which targets female fetuses almost exclusively and neglects the girl child.

In many societies, a male child is much preferred than a female because of the adoption
of the single child norm, women want to get rid of female infants so that they can again try for a
male child. This practice is leading to a serious imbalance in the sex ratio.

In India, medical technology is so misused through a network of clinics and centers to
discriminate against female babies. Having more than one daughter is curse whereas any
numbers of sons are welcome with open hands. We all might have head the proverbial blessing
to a newlywed bride “may you be the mother of hundred sons”. A mother with daughter seems as
an object of pity, one having a son is glorified.

“Sex is a creation of god and sexual differences are essential for procreation, but gender
is not God’s creation. It is creation of patriarchy and serves the male flair for domination”.

Factors responsible for the evil of female foeticide and female infanticide are:-

1. Patriarchal society- the patriarchal values embedded deeply in every aspect of life,
factors which have contributed to the prosperity of the people in the state have
perpetuated the preference for the male child. Technology plays an important for
this heinous crime.

2. Cultural factors- the concept of Vanshodhark a male child to perform last rights in
Hindus and carry forward measures to reduce female foeticide.

3. Economic reason - India is a developing country, half people are full of wealth
and prosperity and still half are living below the poverty line.
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4.

Dowry — females infants being killed mainly due to this old age custom of dowry,
families does not have that much of money that they can pay dowry for their
female child marriage.

Increase in crimes against women in society — The greatness of the country is
viewed by the amount of respect and liberty the women enjoy, but in India an
adverse were applied towards women, as violence against her such as rape,
trafficking, sexual harassment and dowry death are increasing rapidly.

Suggestions to eradicate female foeticide and infanticide-

1. Education to women.

2. Empowerment of women.

3. Equal opportunity of jobs.

4. Awareness of laws among females.

5. Change mindset of people regarding female child.

6. Change our old age customs.

7. Proper implementation of laws and regulations.

8. Campaign against female foeticide/ infanticide by Medias and NGO’s.
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Abstract:

This paper explores the writing problems of Marathi speaker. It is an attempt to find out
the causes of these problems of mother tongue interference. The junior college students in
Maharashtra are facing a lot of difficulties while writing English. According to Confucius, If
language is not correct, then what is said is not what is meant; if what is said is not what is
meant; then what ought to be done remains undone. It is an analysis of why and how Marathi
Speakers have problems of using certain words spelling, use of punctuation, confusion of using
prepositions and negative complexity of writing English. It concludes with an examination of
sum of the problems associated with a range of words that are used in writing.

Key words: English Writing, Mother tongue Interference, negative complexity etc.

Introduction:

Many languages are spoken in the world, but English has retained its prominent place
among them. As we have developed our own native languages, but global level they are unable
to give competent alternative to English. In the age of information and technology the need of
English is growing.

In the present world perspective, English is window to the world. It is spoken all over the
world in order to keep in touch with the other world; the international contacts can be easily
maintained. Therefore it is known as international language.

As we know that English is link language, through which we can see the scientific,
technological, agricultural, commercial and literary developments in the world. In this regard,
F.G.French rightly says, any one, who can read English, can keep in touch with the whole world
without leaving his own house.

Writing is the way in which particular ideas and organized thought can be cited that is
why, it is an essential to have the knowledge of writing English, but the junior college students
are facing problems in writing English. It is much worried issue as for as the use of punctuation
mark, number conquered, sentence structure and the appropriate use of preposition are
concerned.

Writing involves the task of organizing our sentences carefully so as to make our
meaning explicit. It uses the linguistic resources of language. Writing has problems under three
domains psychological, linguistic and cognitive.
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The psychological problem of writing is that it is a solitary activity, where in we have no
interaction; therefore the act of writing is difficult. The linguistic problem in writing is that we
have to keep the channel of communication open through our own efforts insure that the
structure of sentences are linked together and sequenced Jonathan Swift rightly says, “proper
words in proper places make the true definition of style”,

The cognitive problem is when very often we are at a loss for ideas when we have to
write. Writing is learned through process of instruction but the junior college students should
have learnt how to organize ideas.

Most of junior college students are facing problems of spellings in writing. Spelling of
English words create problems for Marathi speakers. In Marathi, the words are spelt as they
sound. Marathi alphabets are based on Devnagari script. A few letters are added to it according
to phonetic need of language. But in English many words are spelt as their letters or their
arrangement of sounds. Therefore Marathi speakers are found many difficulties to spell the
words because there are many variations.

a) Certain vowels sound differently in different words. i.e. all, allow, arms, cut, put.

b) Certain vowel combinations sound differently in different words. i.e. rough, through,
sound, wound.

c) Different vowels or vowel combination give one sound in different words. i.e. sindhu, sue,
cruise, zoo all sound as ‘0o’ in moon.

d) Some vowels or consonants remain silent in certain words. i.e. write, psychology,
pneumonia.

e) In some words certain consonants give the sound of other consonants. The most prominent
are C,Q and X. that gives the sound K. i.e. liquor, biscuit, October, except, accept.

f)  Some consonants combinations sound differently in different words i.e. kitchen, machine.

These and may other variations become problems for Marathi speakers. Thus, the
spellings and sounds of word in English come in to practice, as they are borrowed or innovated.

English can not easily have a direct correspondence between sound and letters which is
why junior college students find difficulty to spell it. There are over 40 sounds in English and
we only have the same 26 letters in the alphabet. So we have to combine letters in different ways
to represent the missing sounds. In fact words came in to English from many other languages
and retained their original spelling, but changed their pronunciation. Other imports came from
languages with a different writing system.

a) Patterns of sound
b) Patterns of letter

At first sight looking for correspondence between sound and letters of English seems a
daunting task. The first sound in the name George can be spelt in different ways.

] as in jug

g as in gesture

dg as in judge

gg as in suggest

dj as in adjust
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de as in grandeur
di as in soldier

Vowels cause even more difficulty /i : / is commonly spelt in 7 different ways.

The junior college students are facing more problems while they have to propose their
thoughts and ideas through writing. They are very much in confusion about using words.
Because the sentence structure of Marathi is different from that of English.

English structure creates a problem for the students because the placing of subject, verb,
object and other constituents in Marathi language is different from it. When the students think in
their mother tongue and render it in to English. They unintentionally, place certain English words
to as they speak or write them in their own language.

Ex —
1) I go to school. (English)
ii) Mi shalela jato. (Marathi)

In the above sentence no.ii even in a short sentence where only subject, object and verb
are required. In the Marathi language has pattern like subject + object + verb. While in
English usage is subject + verb + object.

The second problem is that in Marathi language there is no concept of a different
auxiliary verb. When the statement is negative or interrogative an auxiliary must be used in
English. While in Marathi language there is nothing like that, this makes them more
confused.

Ex — She does not write.
Ti lehit nahi.

The students write as Is not, she writes not or she not writes. It is she does not write.

The junior college students are always confused about the use of preposition. It is one of
the problems in structures. Different prepositions used in different ways change the meaning
of sentences. They are also confusing because there are certain words which are used as both
prepositions and conjunctions.

Ex - She has been teaching in this college since 1965.
It is about a month since I mate her.

The use punctuation is very important to make proper sense of the sentence. It is the art
or art of putting in points, stops or marks in writing. The purpose of punctuation is to make
the meaning of punctuation clear. But the junior college students are unaware about the
punctuation, which is why a sentence in absence of punctuation can be ambiguous and

equivocal.
Ex - a) Ram, my friend, is ill.
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b) Ram, my friend is ill.

The junior college students have also problems in concord. It means that certain
grammatical items agree with each other.The prescriptive rule of number concord is simply
this,

1) A singular predicator goes with singular subject.
2) A plural predicator goes with plural subject.
This is very simple and logical but in a range of cases the rule is commonly disobeyed.

Ex - The Government has/have taken firm measures to protect the currency.

With nouns like Government, committee, family we find not only a singular verb
following a singular subject, but a plural one following the singular subject. Such nouns are
collective nouns. They refer to collections of people or things and this is reflected in the
choice of plural predicator. In some cases the singular predicator can not be sensibly use at
all.

1) In no time the audience were taping their feats and clapping their hands.
2) His families are always quarreling among themselves.

Ex. 1 & 2 show that there is also a problem of concord for pronouns, for Ex.2,
Themselves is exceptional in being a plural pronoun in agreement with singular
antecedent. (his family). It is useful in fact to distinguish grammatical concord — the strict
rule ‘singular goes with singular’, ‘and plural with plural’.

It is very necessary to create awareness about writing among them. They should realize that in
education to propose their though in organized manner. They should be fully acquainted with
sequence of tense. To teach them the difference between structure pattern of both Marathi as well
as English.

Conclusion:

To sum up, the junior college Lecturer should be well aware about the problems
faced by students in respect of spellings, subject-concord, punctuation, preposition etc. and the
Lecturer should adopt teaching methodology accordingly. The competent Lecturer should also
discuss difficulties with the students in order to overcome the problems regarding writing. For
writing effective English, it is essential to possess the capacity of avoiding the use of words and
phrases which for one reason or another may be undesirable. The difficulty of literature is not to
write but to write what you mean. The junior college students not only be able to express their
meaning fully and clearly but so to express it as to able to defy ingenuity of man what they intent
to express.

The Marathi speakers are unaware about the writing English, for the better writing skill
development in the first place. It is very important that we should stress on the development of
all the four skills. Junior college students can write better only if they listen, speak and read.
These three skills should be developed when junior college students can understand the English.
In reality all the four skills play a vital role in writing of the language, due to proper study of
these three skills they cannot understand how to write English.
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Abstract

This paper deals with origin of the samkhya philosophy. It discusses the nature of samkhya
philosophy. It also discusses the Importance of Samkhya philosophy in Indian Philosophy. It
discusses its dual nature which includes Prakirti and Purusa.

Introducton

Samkhya or Sankhya (Sanskrit: samkhya) is one of the six astika (orthodox) schools of Hindu
philosophy. It is most related to the Yoga school of Hinduism, and it was influential on other
schools  of  Indian  philosophy. Samkhya is an  enumerationist  philosophy
whose epistemology accepts three of six pramanas (proofs) as the only reliable means of gaining
knowledge. These include pratyaksa (perception), anumana (inference) and sabda (aptavacana,
word/testimony of reliable sources). Sometimes described as one of the rationalist school
of Indian philosophy, this ancient school's reliance on reason was neither exclusive nor strong.

Samkhya is strongly dualist. Samkhya philosophy regards the universe as consisting of two
realities; purusa (consciousness) and prakrti (matter). Jiva (a living being) is that state in which
purusa is bonded to prakrti in some form. This fusion, state the Samkhya scholars, led to the
emergence of buddhi ("intellect") and ahankara (ego consciousness). The universe is described
by this school as one created by purusa-prakrti entities infused with various permutations and
combinations of variously enumerated elements, senses, feelings, activity and mind.! During the
state of imbalance, one of more constituents overwhelm the others, creating a form of bondage,
particularly of the mind. The end of this imbalance, bondage is called liberation, or kaivalya, by
the Samkhya school.

Samkhya Philosophy

Samkhya also referred to as Sankhya, Samkhya, or Sankhya, is a Sanskrit word that, depending
on the context, means "to reckon, count, enumerate, calculate, deliberate, reason, reasoning by
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numeric enumeration, relating to number, rational. In the context of ancient Indian

philosophies, Samkhya refers to the philosophical school in Hinduism based on systematic
enumeration and rational examination.

Kapila is the founder of this system. The word Sankhya is derived from the word sankhya means
number as well as right knowledge. It is the philosophy of numbers because it deals with twenty
five categories.it also means the philosophy of right knowledge. Right knowledge is the
knowledge of sepration of purusa from prakriti.The main source of this philosophy are
SANKHYA SUTRA of Kapila. The Sankhya Karika of Isvarakrishna is the most popular text
book of the Sankhya school. This philosophy maintains a clear cut dualism between Purusa and
Prakriti.it also maintains plurality of the purusa. It is a pluralistic spiritualism, an atheistic
realism and uncompromising dualism.

The Nyaya-Vaisesikas recognize a plurality of ultimate realities like innumerable atoms ,
mind,soul,space, time,etc.But the sankhya recognizes only two ultimate realities — purusa and
prakrti. So the sankhya is dualistic. Though the sankhya mentions twenty five principles, it is
mainly dualistic, since it holds that of the twenty five principles, only spirit and matter are
fundamental and eternal and the other realities are evolutes of prakrti.

Like the philosophy of Descartes,the sankhya is a qualitative dualism, only spirit and matter are
the fundamental and eternal and other realities are evolutes of prakrti.

Like the philosophy of Descartes, the sankhya is a qualitative dualism of spirit and matter ,
purusa and Prakrti.

Importance of Samkhya Philosophy

Sankhya is dualistic realism. It is dualistic because of its doctrine of two ultimate realities.
Prakrti, matter, and purusa, self. Sankhya is realism in that it holds that both matter and spirit are
equally real. With regard to the self, sankhya is pluralistic because of its teaching that purusa is
not one but many. The sankhya distinction between purusa and prakrti is fundamentally that
between the subject and the object. The subject can never be the object, and the object can never
be the subject.The self(purusa)and the non self (prakrti) are radically different from each other.
The dualistic metaphysics of sankhya is thus founded on the undeniably bipolar character of our
everyday experience and experienced.

PRAKRTI

Prakrti has been defined as the unity of the three Gunas held in equilibrium.The three Gunas are
Sattva, Rajas and Tamas. They are the constituents of prakrti. Although they are called Gunas,
yet they are not ordinary qualities. They are the components of prakrti. It is important to note that
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the three gunas constitute prakrti as a dynamic complex and not a static entity.prakrti is thus not
a mechanical aggregate of the three constituents, but an organic unity in which the three gunas
are in a state of dynamic equilibrium.

From the metaphysical point of view Sankhya has accepted two types of fundamental realities.
1.Conscious purusa and
2.Material prakriti

The sankhya designates the ultimate material cause of the empirical universe as the
prakrti. The sankhya establishes the existence of prakrti with the help of Satkaryavadaor the
theory that the affect really exist beforehand in its cause. If all effects are latent in their causes
and if infinite regress is to be avoided, there must be an uncaused cause which is prakrti.

The world has not been created by anybody. According to Jainism and Nyaya-Vashsika
objects are produced by the combination of material atoms. These atoms are the ultimate
constituents of the physical world. Sankhya reacts on this notrion. According to them, on the
basis of material items, subtle objects as mind and intellect cannot be properly explained. When
we inspect the world around us, we find that the cause is always subtler and finer than its
effect.Thus,the seed is finer than the tree,and the egg subtler than the chicken. Consequently,
material atoms cannot themselves be the causeof such subtle and fine objects as mind. Therefore,
the sankhya argues, there must be some finest and subtlest stuff or principle underlying all
physical existence. Prakrti is such a principle;it is the first and ultimate cause of all objects, gross
and subtle. It is both the material and the efficient cause of the physical world. Being the ultimate
cause, prakrti itself is uncaused, eternal, and being the subtlest and finest. Prakrti cannot be
perceived, but can only be inferred from its effects.

PURUSA

From the metaphysical point of view sankhya has accepted two types of fundamental realities.
1.Material prakriti.
2.Conscious purusa

According to sankhya, the second type of ultimate co-eternal reality is the purusa or the self.it is
the principle of pure consciousness, purusa is the soul,the self, the spirit, the subject, the knower.
He neither body, nor senses nor mind nor ego,nor intellect, but the sustaining soul,silent
peacefull and eternal.it is the ultimate knower which is the foundation of all knowledge. It is a
conscious spirit which is always the subject of knowledge and can never became the object of
knowledge . it is not a substance which possesthe quality of consciousness,but the consciousness
is its vary essence. It is the eternal and beyond time and space,about the three attributes, alone,
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neutral seer, self luminious.it is un caused eternal and all pervading reality which is free from all

attachment.it is the indubitable real because all doubts and denials pre supposes its existence.
Conclusion

Thus from the above discussion we can say that smakhya plays an important role in Indian
Philosophy. The dualistic metaphysics of sankhya is thus founded on the undeniably bipolar
character of our everyday experience and experienced acuired. sankhya argues, there must be
some finest and subtlest stuff or principle underlying all physical existence. Samkhya is a system
of Hindu philosophy stressing the reality and duality of spirit and matter.
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The term ‘nation’ has been evaluated on a variety of dimensions either on the
philosophical or political ground. The Online Etymology Dictionary defines the term ‘nation’ as
it came to English from the old French word nacion, which in turn originates from the Latin
word nation; literally meaning ‘that which has been born’. The derivation of the word signifies
that nation is an entity, which is produced or made. It seems to be a device associated with the
individual to acquire self-identity in a global context. World Book Dictionary defines the concept
of ‘nation’, as something which refers to a community, territory and government; and people
who often share a common language, race, descent, and/or history.

There seems a variety of terms for what constitutes a nation. The symbolic dimensions of
the nation are national song, national anthem, national emblem, national epic, national flag,
national currency, national symbol, national calendar, national game, national river, national
bird, even national flower and tree. The strands like ethnic, cultural or identity group or multi-
nationality lead towards nationalism. Nevertheless the idea of the nation is an altering or
unsteady construction. It can be in the form of movement or response to the issues of local land.

Here are some of the views of eminent critics of the concerned field through which one
can find a range of nuances and aspects of the term ‘nation’: The French Orientalist Ernest
Renan in his speech on ‘What is a Nation’ (March 11, 1882) explains that things like race,
language, material interest, religious affinities, geography, and military necessity are insufficient
to construct nation. Nations are unsteady formations. Man is the major source in shaping the
nation in terms of what he defines as ‘spiritual principle’: “A nation is a soul, a spiritual
principle”. Renan views two things which constitute this soul or spiritual principle: the
possession in common of a rich legacy of memories and present-day consent, the desire to live
together, the will to perpetuate the value of heritage that one has received in an undivided form.
The nation, like the individual, is the culmination of a long past of endeavors, sacrifice, and
devotion. He considers heroic past, great men, glory, etc. as the social capital upon which one
bases a national idea. While summing up his views, Renan shows that man is a slave to neither of
his race nor his language, nor of his religion, nor of course of rivers nor of the direction taken by
mountain chains. A large aggregate of men, healthy in mind and warm of heart, creates the kind
of moral conscience which we call a nation (Bhabha 19-20).

Timothy Brennan in “The national longing for form” while commenting on modern
collapsing of the two concepts of nation and nation-state observes:
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As for the ‘nation’ it is both historically determined and general. As a term, it
refers both to the modern nation-state and to something more ancient and
nebulous- the ‘natio’- a local community, domicile, family, condition of
belonging. The distinction is often obscured by nationalists who seek to place
their own country in an ‘immemorial past’ where its arbitrariness cannot be
questioned (Bhabha 45).

The founding of one’s national identity is possible only through nationalism. The
individual identity is measured through political principles. Political status judges one’s identity.
Anthony Smith in National Identity observes that nationalism is a political ideology that involves
a strong identification of a group of individuals with a political entity defined in national terms,
i.e. a nation. In the ‘modernist’ image of the nation, it is a nationalism that creates ‘national
identity’ (71).

Homi K. Bhabha in his ‘Introduction [on]: narrating the nation’ considers the emergence
of the nation from traditions of political thought and literary language. He is of the view that the
concept of a nation serves as a symbolic force, a system of cultural signification, the
representation of social /ife rather than the discipline of social polity, emphasizes this instability
of knowledge. Nation to his sense is one of the major structures of ideological ambivalence
within the cultural representations of ‘modernity’. Nations are ‘narrative’ constructions born out
of diverse cultural amalgamation which he terms as ‘hybridity’ (1-4).

It has also been argued that the nationalistic mindset develops fixed and rigid framework
of ideology which mars certain fundamental ethical values. Arnab Baul in his article on “The
Idea of Nation / nationalism in Tagore’s Poetry” says that the concept of the nation was in vogue
in the ancient worlds of Greece and Rome, but the English were the first to form an idea of
nationhood. Nevertheless the idea of the nation received its theoretical stand in the late
eighteenth century and in course of French Revolution. While judging his views Arnab Baul
cites E.J. Hobsbawm’s The Age of Empire that if, on the one hand, it suggests ‘““a readiness of the
people to identify themselves emotionally with ‘their’ nation and to be politically mobilized” on
the other hand ‘“nationalism... attacks democracy, fight socialism and undermines pacifism,
humanitarianism and internationalism; it declares the program of liberalism finished” (Prasad 1).
The philosophy of humanitarianism or the concept of ‘universal man’ is being considered the
true identity in the contemporary era; on the contrary one confines his individual identity while
seeking nationalism. Though, the attitude to consider nationalism mere hostile form or
threatening to democratic frame cannot be fully acknowledged. National values amalgamate
within the space of Universalism, has also its wide appeal in the present global set-up. Though it
should be free from any sort of bias and prejudice and tackled with due care.

Pramod K. Nayar in Postcolonial literature An Introduction observes that the
postcolonial writers, especially the first generation from 1950s and 1960s, were conscious of
their role in nation-building, since the nation is also a cultural construct built out of and upon the
artistic, folkloric, theoretical, and philosophical discourses about the nation. The contours of the
nation-geographical, economic, political, and cultural- have been a continuing theme in
postcolonial writing. The nation is, in fact, a project, as postcolonial literatures seek to erase their
colonial pasts. Resisting and rejecting the Western constructions of their nations, as primitive,
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savage and ancient, postcolonial writers seek to retrieve a pre-colonial past that would help them
define the nation, and, more importantly, project a destiny, a future. That is, they seek to
reconstruct the nation without the frames of reference used by the colonial masters (68-99).
Looking at the Indian context, writers like Raja Rao attempted to redefine the nation at the initial
stage without a colonial frame in his Kanthapura (1938). Raja Rao has applied puranic
technique of Sthala Purana of Sanskrit narratology in place of western concept. By rejecting the
western concept of history as the linear progression of events in a chronological order Rao has
reinstated the Indian concept of treating the time in its totality which defines the present in
relation to the past. He has converted the 1920s Freedom Movement into reenactment Sita-Ram
Ravana and also the myth of Krishna. Hence, Rao situates the novel in historical time. Gandhi
has been introduced as an avatar to destroy Adharma or British rule in this paradigm. But the
language seems a barrier here. In order to establish a nation in universal space one needs to write
in English that has received international status or worldwide recognition. The lack of proficient
English speaking community remained one of its major hurdles. Moreover, to define the nation
in translation, of course, would have been a limitation in an earlier phase because of what extent
one visualizes the entire native set up by retaining the original spirit of native language remains a
controversial issue. When one converts the indigenous culture in alien language as per his/her
sense, the issues like worldwide acknowledgment remain, on the contrary, pursuing a mere strict
standard of translation to define nativity also generates confusion among its indigenous residents
occasionally.

It has also been viewed that the political independence has inspired the task of nation
building. The idea of nation bears certain territorial imperative. The factors like territorial
sovereignty, boundaries, maps, and routes are woven together with the very idea of the nation.
The people, residing in a particular nation gradually develop a sense of affection or patriotic
feeling to that land which ultimately bind them under specific identity. The Shadow Line (1988)
by Amitav Ghosh throws light on such concepts where Ila’s grandmother suggests that Ila has no
right to live in England. Her remarks show that war has constructed the nation or the nation is the
outcome of war:

She doesn’t belong there. It took those people a long time to build that country...
years of war and bloodshed. Everyone who lives there has earned his right to be
there with blood: with their brother’s blood and their father’s blood and their
son’s blood... War is their religion. That’s what it takes to make a country. (76)

The nation, in her opinion, demands sacrifice. It cannot be gained without pain and bloodshed.
Salman Rushdie considers the creation of the nation as a mythical note. He opines that the birth
of the nation is ‘an extra festival on the calendar, a new myth to celebrate... a country which
would never exist except by the efforts of a phenomenal collective will except in a dream we all
agreed to dream...India, the new myth — a collective fiction in which anything was possible, a
fable rivalled only by the two other mighty fantasies — money and God’ (qtd. in Nayar 77). To
Rushdie, the task of mere heeding and singing the glory of one’s own boundaries or territories
seems inexplicable. Instead, he suggests to a nation without frontiers, i.e. a writer should never
confine his creativity within the geographical border of his/her nation. In his “Notes on Writing
and the Nation” Rushdie considers the concept of nativism and xenophobic nationalism as:
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Nationalism corrupts writers too... In a time of ever more narrowly defined
nationalisms, of walled—in tribalism, writers will be found uttering the war cries
of their tribes... Is the nation a closed system? In this internationalized moment,
can any system remain closed? ... Good writing assumes a frontierless nation.
Writers who serve frontiers have become border guards (qtd. in Nayar 88).

Rushdie’s philosophical argument seems to contradict the idea of indigenousness and the
emerging politics of identity. Indigenous literature, culture and traditions have its own history
either of magnificence past or history of oppression. The rejection of nationalism will gradually
eradicate the indigenous or homegrown cultural heritage. Hence, treating nationalism mere
hostile form doesn’t seem appropriate at all times. Native (national) identity cannot be
compromised. In order to define the indigenous culture, the writers must begin with the frontiers
because lack of frontiers will define only identity in general since literature and culture always
mirrors the tribes or specific community. The roots or primitive identity located in indigenous
texts, defines the ethnic status. Hence, geographical mapping needs to be introduced, say
frontiers serve as supporting system of globalization. Even the term ‘universe’ is the
manifestation of number of unified nations. Healthy nationalism in place of narrowly defined
nationalism will certainly lead the nation towards the framing up of an honest internationalism.
Gandhiji favoured the wide-ranging frame of nationalism instead of its constricted nature. He
emphasizes upon humanitarian approach of nationalism in his ‘defense of Nationalism’ in India
of My Dreams as:

It is impossible for one to be internationalist without being a nationalist.
Internationalism is possible only when nationalism becomes a fact, i.e. when
people belonging to different countries have organized themselves and are able to
act as one man. It is not nationalism that is evil; it is the narrowness, selfishness,
exclusiveness which is the bane of modern nations which is evil. Each wants to
profit at the expense of, and rises on the ruin of, the other. Indian nationalism has
struck a different path. It wants to organize itself or to find full self-expression for
the benefit and service of humanity at large. (21-22)

To sum up this debate in context to the logical argument over the concept of the nation as
a product of mere colonialist cannot be fully agreed upon. For instance, even prior, to be a part of
British Empire Indians themselves began to think of the nation, which can be understood by
various evidences accessible in history. Native consciousness remains an effective force to
construct nation. The indigenous habitants do not prefer the hegemonic power structure
obviously. They have their own historic past woven together with cultural heritage. Only
imperialists have the capacity to improvise the status of conquered land seems an established
motto to carry the dominance of colonialism on forever. The rise of a nation can also be
considered a natural process which grows and flourishes on the native land instead of alien’s one.
The nation is constructed socially and the allegory of nationhood is designed by certain
ideologies to establish the national convention. Briefly speaking, the term ‘nation’ covers the
total personality of the land, region or particular boundaries, cultural values and ethos and, in the
present time, environmental and religious concerns, too. The factors like liberation from
oppression, individual and general consciousness of the subjects to resist the others strengthen
the idea of nation. The issue of native language too plays a significant role in shaping the
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national identity. Cultural association or exchange with ‘others’ inspires one to define self-
image. Custom, tradition, culture and civilization, physical appearance, language, religious
practices, community, geographical restrictions, etc. judge the status and concept of nation.
Unification of all such features forms the image of a nation.

John Strachey, writing in India: Its Administration and Progress in 1888, said “This is the
first and most essential thing to remember about India — is that there not and never was an India,
possessing... any sort of unity, physical, political, social or religious; no Indian nation” (/ndia-
Nation State and Communication, 1989). Strachey’s objection would have been in accordance
with the classification of nation wherein commonality in culture, religion and language are the
projected norms to define a nation. India has remained multi-cultural, multi-religious, multi-
regional and multi-lingual land since centuries. The most appealing thing about India is its unity
in diversity. To judge the status as a nation of any country according to the fixed parameter
seems fairly unreasonable in this context. In spite of its multi-faceted image, India’s unity and
integrity have confirmed its worth as one nation. The manifold diversity of languages, cultures,
tribes, communities, and religions has neither split up, nor ruined its status as a nation for many
centuries. If the issues like common language or religion are merely considered to qualify a
nation, then a nation like Switzerland has three languages, two religions and three or four races
seems to contradict the framed concept of nation. Switzerland is considered a nation in spite
having a plurality in its set up, then why not India? Only Britain gave India its identity as a
nation and transformed it into a political state seems illogical. Looking at the historical set up,
Strachey’s argument cannot be agreed upon in case of country like India. To justify this
contention, a variety of authentic evidences located in Indian texts covering the entire impression
of this land have been added hereafter. The Oxford English Dictionary (2011, Retrieved 17 July,
2011) explains the term that the name India is derived from Indus, which is derived from the Old
Persian word: Hindu; from Sanskrit Sindhu, the historic appellation for the Indus River. Indus
Valley Civilization has been well thought-out one of the world’s first great urban civilizations.
Since centuries, India has been named as Bharatvarsha or Aryavarta in literature. Manusmruti
by Manu describes: ‘“Asamudrantu Vai Purvadasamudrattu Paschimat, Tayorevantaram
Giryoraryavatam Vidurbudhah.” (2/22 (76), i.e. Aryavrata what scholars say is, stretched from
the Himalayas and Vindhayas to the eastern and western oceans. Even the title of one of the great
epics of India, the Mahabharata, also refers to the word ‘Bharata’ narrating its socio-political,
religious spheres along with historical battle. This epic poem depicts the geographical set up of
Bharatvarsha and its various parts or regions. The evidences are also available in the Ramayana,
the epic poem, which also portrays the linkage of northeast from Ayodhya to Rameshvaram.
Even how the word ‘Bharat’ was coined has also its narrative. The name Bharat (the son of King
Dushyant and Shakuntala) is derived from the name of the legendary king Bharata in Hindu
scriptures. The name Bharata (in Sanskrit Bharatah) means ‘the cherished’ (Mahabharata, Adi
Parva, Sambhava Parva). The Meghduta by Kalidas also describes the various parts or regions
of this country. Here, Yaksha takes up abode on Ramgiri in the Vindhayas Mountains. He
beseeches the cloud to go to Alaka and delivers the news of his health to his wife. Yaksha then
proceeds to describe the route the cloud must take before he reaches the city of the Yaksha in the
Himalayas. The various places (shloka: 6 to 63) mentioned on this route are: Ramgiri (present
day Ramtek), Ujjayani, Amrakut (present day Amarkantak), Devgiri (present day Devghadh),
Dashpur (present day Madsor), Kankhal, Kailas, Chamanvati (present day Chambal), Sipra
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(present day Kshipra), Manas Sarovar, and Vindhyapad (present day Vindhya). Scholars have
argued that Kalidas must have flourished under one or more of the Gupta king. The Gupta period
is considered about: 300 A. D. - 650 A.D. (Kale 9-10). Sisir Kumar Das while writing A History
of Indian Literature adds many such evidences to define the status of India as one nation. Das
observes that the Bhishma Parva (ix section) of the Mahabharata wherein Sanjay describes
Bharatvarsa, a geographical and cultural territory, identifiable by its rivers Ganga, Sindhu,
Sarasvati, Godavari, Narmada, Vitasta, Sarayu, etc., by its mountains, Mahendra, Malaya, Sahya,
Vindhya, etc., and its provinces, such as Kuru- Panchal, Surasen, Matsya, Dasharna, Koshal,
Madra, Kalinga, Kashi, Videh, Kashmir, Sindhu, Gandhar, Dravid, Keral, Karnataka, Chol,
Konkana, Andhra, etc. Sanjay also mentions its multi-ethnic population, the Aryans and the
Mlecchas. One finds the echoes of these words in the Visnu Purana (11, iii), which also celebrates
a multi-ethnic country known as Bharatvarsa. Das further emphasizes that this conception is not
only associated with the ancients or with the Hindu India, but also continued in the medieval
period as well. For example, Shankar Dev, the great Assamese poet, invokes the idea of India —
Dhanya Dhanya Bharatvarisa — as a unified cultural zone. Amir Khusrau wrote a Masnavi is
known as Noah-Siphir (Nine Skies) around 1318 of which the third chapter is devoted to India. It
deals with its climate, flowers, fruits, birds, animals, knowledge and sciences, and languages and
religions. He talks about its languages: Sindhi, Lahori, Kashmiri, Kubri, Dhur-Samundri,
Tilangi, Gujar, Maabri, Ghouri, Bengali, Oudhi, Dehlvi,” around it within the boundaries of this
land are the languages of India’ (4).

The great philosopher Shankaracharya (788 CE - 820 CE) of Kerela who consolidated the
doctrine of Advaita Vedanta had performed countrywide digvijay Yatra and established four
spiritual centers called Mathas (monasteries) to guide the Hindu religion in this land: Dwarka in
the western part (Gujarat), Puri in the east (Orissa), Shringari in the southern (Karnataka), and
Badrinath in the northern part (Uttaranchal) to link the nation in a philosophical and cultural
exchanges. Shakti-peethams (at 51 places) in various regions since the Vedic period also proves
its historical set up. Further evidences on certain parts/regions are cited in Shiva Mahapurana by

Maharshi Vedvyas while reciting Dwadash Jyotirling. A Jyotirling: czlli?-liagﬂl is a shrine

where Lord Shiva is worshipped in the form of a "Lingam (pillar) of light." There are twelve
traditional Jyotirlinga shrines in India. According to this utterance, one who recites these
Jyotirlingas every evening and morning is relieved of all sins committed in past seven lives.

RIS FHATY T AR ATCARTAH | STl ATl HEThTAHISHN AT |
el deIATY T STieheT $IHATHIH | A=t J AU AN Ereshraat |
ARTOTET  TaRae 55 deh A | RATD I heR gRA = fRrarery ||

Tl SAfafdganter @ UTd: 9&eit: | HoclsleHehd UTd FAROI a2l
TN ST Tcleh e fIsafcl | HaaTA Tdcced TET JoeT HERERT: |

: gareer sAfafeler TaEA
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English Translation (Literal):

Somanath in Saurashtra (Gujarat) and Mallikarjunam in Shri-Shail (Andhrapradesh), Mahakaal in
Ujjain (Madhyapradesh) and Amleshwar in Omkareshwar (Madhyapradesh), Vaidyanath in
Paralya (at Deogarh in Jharkhand) and Bhimashankaram in Dakniya (Maharashtra), Rameshem
(Rameshwaram) in Sethubandh (Tamil Nadu) and Nageshem (Nageshwar) in Darauka-Vana
(Dwaraka Gujarat), Vishwa-Isham (Vishvanath) in Vanarasi (Uttarpradesh) and Triambakam at
bank of Gautami River (Maharashtra), Kedar (Kedarnath) in Himalayas and Gushmesh
(Gushmeshwar) in Shivalaya (Maharashtra).

The researcher clarifies here that Indian culture doesn’t mean the Hindu culture only. In
the Constitution of India, the word "Hindu" has been used to denote persons professing any
religion originated in India, i.e. Hinduism, Jainism, Buddhism or Sikhism. Indian civilization is
distinguished from other civilizations of the world in respect of its continuity and heterogeneity.
In fact, the term ‘Hindu’ is considered a geographical term and does not refer to a religious.
Islam too, confirms its influence on Indian civilization in various fields, e.g. architecture,
paintings, pottery, ceramic, Unani medicine, clothing, translation of Hindu texts in Urdu,
religious preaching on the unity of God and equality of all human beings.

M. K. Gandhi in Indian Home Rule firmly asserts India as one nation by viewing that the
farseeing ancestors of India could see India as an undivided land made by nature. Hence, they
argued that it must be one nation. Gandhiji is of the view that only those who consider
themselves civilized and superior persons can imagine that we are many nations:

The English have taught us that we were not one nation before and that it will
require centuries before we become one nation. This is without foundation. We
were one nation before they came to India. One thought inspired us. Our mode
of life was the same. It was because we were one nation that they were able to
establish one kingdom. Subsequently, they divided us. (40)

Divyesh Vekaria in an article on “Arth-Safar” notes that transaction in the field of economics
had started in India in the fourteenth century. Thereafter, the strong foundation of India’s
growth and development in economy and trade was established during Maurya Era. A man like
Chanakya, one of the greatest economists in the world had framed economic policies for
effective administration. India was sound enough from an economic point of view which can be
understood well by the historic evidences like Harappa (2700 BC), Lothal and Mohenjo-Daro
culture. Its urban planning was a better proof to judge its sound economy in the past. Angus
Madison in The World Economy: A Millennial Perspective has observed that India since the
beginning to one thousand years was the ‘richest nation’ in the world. According to the survey,
if the total wealth of the world is assessed than India possessed its one-third ratio since first to
seventeenth century A.D. The devastation of India’s prosperity started with colonial
governance. After a prolonged state of slavery, democracy was established with 3.7 % of the
total economy (Sandesh, 15 Aug. 2013). Hence, the argument that India is a creation of mere
British Raj loses its ground here.
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The British period in Indian history is observed for about 300 years (1610-1947) while the
concept of formation of India had its roots located in the past. The true image of spiritual India
can be summed up in the words of Vivekananda, the great Indian philosopher as:

The Indian nation cannot be killed. Deathless, it stands, and it will stand so long
as that spirit shall remain as the background, so long as her people do not give
up their spirituality. Our sacred motherland is a land of religion and philosophy...
where and where alone, from the most ancient to the most modern times, there
has been the highest ideal of life open to man (qtd. in Satvinder 9).

It has been argued that only through westerns’ contact and English education India received its
present status as a modern nation, i.e. modern nation is a colonial concept. Such arguments
remain groundless because of the availability of evidences in scientific, technological and
educational development for centuries in India. Takshashila, the first university of the world
was established in India during 700 BC. The Ayurveda, the earliest school of medicine known to
humans had its root in ancient India. The Yoga documented by Patanjali (2000 BC-300 AD) had
its origin in 5000 BC in India. The significance of India’s discovery in the field of mathematics
can be understood well in the words of the great American scientist, Albert Einstein: “We owe a
lot to the Indians, who taught us how to count, without which no worthwhile scientific
discovery could have been made” (Das, Subhamoy).

The argument in context to Modern Nation and so-called modernity guided by colonial in
the 20" century also seems disputable over its logical perspectives. Partha Chatterjee in a
lecture on ‘Our Modernity’ (1997) opines that there cannot be just one modernity irrespective
of geography, time, environment or social conditions. The forms of modernity will have to vary
between different countries depending upon specific circumstances and social practices. He is
of the view that modernity is the first social philosophy which conjures up in the minds of the
most ordinary people dreams of independence and self-rule. The concept of modernity seems
to vary in India before and after independence (Rotterdam/Dakar 3-20). While Sudipta Kaviraj
in Modernity and Politics in India shows that the logic of modernity shows a diversifying and
pluralizing tendency in Europe itself. How can its extension to different cultures and historical
circumstances produce obediently uniform historical results? The various aspects of modernity:
the rise of a capitalist industrial economy, the growth of modern state institutions and resultant
transformations in the nature of social power, the emergence of democracy, the decline of the
community and the rise of strong individualistic social conduct, the decline of religion and the
secularization of ethics do not confirm its similar impression under any single paradigm of
modernity. Kaviraj defines the political modernity in India through its three most significant
aspects: the modern state, nationalism and democracy and argues that these three introduce
distinctively modern ideas and institutions, but in each case these institutions or movements
have evolved in ways that are different from recognized western equivalents. Kaviraj views that
in place of culturally homogeneous, unified by single languages and common cultures of the
West; Indian society was bewildering in its cultural and linguistic diversity. It was commonly
argued that since Indian society was so fundamentally unlike western society, none of the
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presuppositions of western state practices applied there (Daedalus 137-162). The term
‘modern’ is often viewed as a state of mind rather than a physical condition. The concept of
‘Modernity’ is interpreted in the following words:

... a body of experience [that finds] ourselves in an environment that promises
adventure, power, joy, growth, transformation of ourselves and the world — and,
at the same time, that threatens to destroy everything we have, everything we
know, everything we are. Modern environment and experiences cut across all
boundaries of geography and ethnicity, of class and nationality, of religion and
ideology (Marshall Berman 15).

There seems some danger in a state of modernity, where the possibility of establishing
universal man having a single identity stands in contrast to destroy or emptying the self. The
factors like the existence of self and destruction of possession have become challenging. The
colonial didn’t frame everything what is interpreted under the title ‘modernity’. The existing
democratic government in India is considered guided only by colonial masters has also its
manifestation in an ancient Indian literature which preaches the ideals of humanity in its
concrete forms. For example, “Sarvetra Sukhinah Santu Sarve Santu Niramayaha, Sarve
Bhadrani Pashyantu Ma Kaschit Dukhamapnuyat, Aum Shantihi Shantihi Shantihi” (Be everyone
happy here, be everyone healthy, see everyone good, and no one be unhappy) or “Ayam Nijah
Paro Veti Ganana Laguchetsam, Udarcharitanam Tu Vasudhaiv Kutumbakam” (This is mine, or
yours is estimated only by a man having narrow mind. But those who are kindhearted consider
only the whole universe as one single family). Ramrajya is a better example that justifies the
ideal ruling system. For example, the kingly trait of Ram’s character is fully expressed when he
declares: “Sneham Dayam Cha Saukhyam Cha Yadi Va Jankimapi, Aradhanay Lokanam
Muschato Nasti Me Vyatha” (The Uttararamacharita Shloka 12), i.e. To ensure the good of his
subjects he considered his highest duty, and so it must be sacrificed all questions of personal
happiness. Steve Muhlberger in an article on ‘Democracy in Ancient India’ scrutinizes that
Republican polities were most common and vigorous in the Buddhist period, 600 BC — AD 200.
To validate this argument Steve notes that T.W. Rhys Davids, the leading Pali scholar, pointed
out in his book Buddhist India that the canon (and the jatakas, a series of Buddhist legends set
in the same period, but composed much later) depicted a country in which there were many
clans, dominating extensive and popular territories, who made their public decisions in
assemblies, moots, or parliaments. The said reconstruction of a republican past in India by Rhys
Davids was taken by a nationalistic Indian scholar in the 1910s (Jayaswal 1943). Panini had
offered, the terms of vote decisions reached by voting and the completion of a quorum
(Agrawala 433-35).

It has been often argued that India as a constitutionally united nation is the colonial
construct. Such logic has a diversity of interpretations. In order to administer its revenue
section effortlessly and sustain their monopolized status and hegemony over the Indians, the
colonial governance adopted the policy to unite India under single governance. The credit of
establishing university education, judicial system, administrative institutions, etc. should not be
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assigned to mere British Raj. Macaulay shaped educational blueprint, railways or
telecommunication system was generated to enhance and prosper their commercial sector.

The task of re-creating the nation and re-writing of history took place in almost all the
colonized nations, the tools and the methodology continued to change along with the rhetoric
of discourse. While in some case the re-establishing of the nation started along with the
process of colonization, some countries like South Africa (Andre Brink), Jamaica (Jamaica
Kincaid) and India (V. S. Naipaul, Salman Rushdie, M. G. Vassangi and others) are still involved in
the process of re-inventing the nation/region. The most widely used tool in this direction was
protest literatures. However, major writers, political activists and freedom fighters in India also
adopted the process of assimilation in their task of rebuilding the nation. Buddhadeb Guha’s
novel The Bounty of the Goddess presents an essentialist view of India as a nation. People, who
are awake and awaken others, can save the Indian culture from the clutches of Westernization
and globalization and preserve the essential Indianness of its culture. Nankua, the young Leftist
idealist defines a nation as his God: “My God is my country. The God | care for all the time will
surely care for me” (229)

To the westerners, the concept of nation is homogeneous where one can observe the
‘one nation one language’ system. For instance, only the English language is prevalent in
England, or French in France are spoken, understood and read by its indigenous inhabitants,
whereas, application of such theory seems impossible in an Indian context where language-
wise regions are constructed. Here, no single language, but a group of States constructed
through various languages which has resulted into a concept of modern nation. Hence, the
specified concept of a nation can be viewed in Indian context as having a heterogeneous form.
It was Ambedkar, the architect of the Indian constitution, who favoured and supported the idea
of linguistic states to the nation like India wherein the issues like national and state language,
religion, caste and class were pre-centered. Asha Sarangi in an article on “Ambedkar and the
Linguistic States A Case for Maharashtra” views that the idea of one state, one language that
Ambedkar defended over one language, one state was predominantly guided by his quest for
development, justice, equality and freedom for the untouchables and Dalits who could perhaps
learn the language of the new state and participate in its political and administrative affairs.
Ambedkar consistently argued that the proposed linguistic states would become socially more
homogeneous and politically democratic in due course of time (Economic and Political Weekly
151).

As far as the status of nation in the present era is concerned, India seems to some extent
different from the ancient one in its governmental system. The modern status of India is a
democratic governance while in ancient time there was either kingship or autocratic
governance, although the concepts of public welfare and certain democratic values were
observed in the past (as mentioned earlier), but not in its accurate form what we call a form of
democracy in the present expression. Generally, the king was elected according to the ancestral
norms and natural rights. Ancient history of India mentions the heroic tales depicting the
victorious autocrats and kings who were always found seizing the thrones of weaker and
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expanding the borders of their territories or regions. Such was the common practice. The epic
Mahabharata describes the event of celebrating Ashwamedha Yagna performed by Udhishthir,
the king of Hastinapur who after destroying the Kauravas establishes his dominance over the
rest of the umpires. The Ramayana, the Indian epic too depicts the Ashwamedha performed by
Dashrath and his son Lord Ram. Ashwamedha, the horse sacrifice (also known as ‘Laya-Medha’
sacrifice) is performed to establish a king as the lord of the world. While observing this
ceremony the horse is set loose with the armies of the king following it. The mighty soldiers of
the king implant the flag of the concerned king wherever the horse moves. It cannot be
challenged by ordinary people and if anyone wishes to protest this challenge he has to fight the
army or has to argue to pay tribute. The status of India as a nation by Samrat Ashok too was
different than the Modern Nation. Sisir Kumar Das in ‘Prologue’ to A History of Indian Literature
notes that the very concept of India as a geographical territory is a fluid one, the India of
Ashoka is not the India of Akbar, and the India of our times is not identical with the India that
the British ruled (3). Ashoka the Great was an Indian emperor of the Maurya Dynasty ruled
almost the entire Indian subcontinent from CA. 269 BC to 232 BC (Thapar 51). Upender Singh in
A History of Ancient and Early Medieval India notes that Ashoka expanded his empire from the
present-day boundaries Assam in the East to Iran in the West; from the Pamir Knot in the north
to the peninsula of southern India (320-333). Thus, various empires rose and fell and political
boundaries and system of governance remained varying in India since ancient time. It was only
after the political independence in 1947 India received its fixed geographical set up called a
modern nation-state.

Hence, the geographical and political boundaries of India vary in the course of time.
Time being changes take place in its traditional set up undoubtedly but mere absence of
political and geographical fixity doesn’t confirm the very idea of India as Nation having
exclusively changed scenario than the past. The prosperous heritage of memories and the will
to persist the value are accumulated in it. The innate attachment to the native land doesn’t
wipe out altogether in the course of time. Hence, the nation, like the individual, is the
culmination of a long past. In this sense, India of past and present time doesn’t show its entirely
changed frame. The civilization, tradition, or nature of this land more or less confirms its
indigenous representation even in the current era.
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THE OBSTACLES OF UNDERGRADUATE
STUDENTS OF RURAL AREA ACQUIRING ENGLISH AS A SECOND
LANGUAGE AND REMEDIES WITH SPECIAL REFERENCE TO
JALNA DISTRICT

Prof. Gajanan Sitaram Deshmukh
J.E.S. College Jalna - 431203

Most of the developing countries have accepted English as a secondlanguage to get linked
with the world. If we think of our country,we know that India is an agricultural country. After
Independence we also accepted importance of English as a second/link language.There is no
unique education system in India. We see at a timeState Board, CBSE and ICSE work in India.
But even today there arenot essential facilities of education in rural and remote area of our
nation.The rural area students have to face many problems to get education.

At the primary and secondary levels they get education throughtheir mother-tongues. But
when they enter into college life they have tostudy so many important as well as demanded
courses, diplomas anddegrees only through English. We must not forget that they are
secondspeakers of English. They try to acquire English as a second language.

In our education system our mother-tongue is optional subject atJunior college &
Graduation levels but foreign language English is compulsory.Nowadays first language is also
getting importance but there isno facility available to complete such courses, diplomas and
degrees inmother-tongue. At that time the students must know English. So evenrural area
students try to acquire or learn English as a second language.With the help of this exploration we
are to explore the obstaclesof undergraduate students of rural area particularly of
Jalnadistrictacquiring English as a second language and which remedies are reallyhelpful to
solve their problems.

Firstly we know that language is a great gift for human-beings. It is the means of
communication. Even today we are unable to write all dialects. Means there are many languages
in the world, we could not give them writing form but there is not a single language which is
written, not spoken.

Literate means simply that who can read and write. It is considered that he/she can listen
and speak but our undergraduate students are not able to speak English fluently. Just they try to
read and write. Most of them give stress on passing, instead of learning language. And in the
exam they only prefer to solve very easy question. Most amazing thing is that our rural area
students are weak in English but brilliant in other subjects.

While considering about Jalna District, there was the reign of Nizam. Naturally there was
not the surroundings of English. Urdu & Marathi languageswere spoken and used. Urdu was the
link language at that time. Even after gettinglndependence to India, Jalna District had not been
free. When HydrabadMuktisangram got success (17 Sept. 1948) then Marathwada means
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JalnaDistrict became free from the reign of Nizam.That’s the reason the undergraduate
studentsof rural area of JalnaDistrict even today have to face many obstaclesto acquire English as
a second language.

The rural area students do not get such educational facilities which urban areastudents get
easily. If we think of English, there is not even today Englishenvironment in rural area. They
have not awareness of English education. Nowadays some English schools have been opened
even inthe rural area but most of the families do not afford their fees.

The govt. has stopped to give permission to new Marathi mediumschools. That’s why
some education societies have opened English mediumschools in the rural area. If we carefully
observe, that time we realize just for their benefits they have started the English medium (some
educationsocieties are exceptions) because they are not getting permissionfor Marathi medium
schools.In rural area there is also burning problem of population. Poverty is a curse so the rural
area families cannot provide even essential facilities to their children.Such students try to acquire
English as a second language, theyhave to face so many obstacles.

The Obstacles
The Difficulties In Listening :-

Nearly 70% knowledge is obtained with the help of listening. Just we should be
conscious. Due to foreign language rural area studentscan not understand the pronunciation of
English. There is no proper environment. In their mother tongue there is preference to clear
talking but in English it is avoided so they have to face many problems to understand it. In
English some sounds are silent for example ‘R’ ‘L’ but rural students do not understand and
they try to pronounce it. Few of them get hesitation and rest, they imitate blindly.When the
speaker uses the same word for different purpose, they get confused. Mishearing at juncture or
word boundary e.g. I scream and ice cream, the pause at the wrong place changes the meaning.

The ObstaclesIn Speaking :-

This is the second skill in language learning and the most important function. When our
rural area students try to speak then they think firstly in their mother tongue. That’s why their
sentence constructions go wrong. There is no partner to communicate and if anyone tries to talk
in English others laugh. Many students give preference to recite the common and daily useful
sentences. They do not try to speak spontaneously. They just give importance to understand
English. Because there is no scope for speaking in our Education System.So they only become
translators instead of speakers. English tone is not acquired by them. If any student tries to use
English tone, the next one does not support him.

The Hindrances In Reading :-

With the help of reading horizons of knowledge are expanded. New things are
acquired.To improve language reading is very important. But our rural area students do not
prefer to read English literature. Just they read exam oriented material. They do not read extra-
curricular books. If any student tries to read English, there is no facility of good library. When
they try to read then they get confused in the reading of pronunciation of silent sounds. In
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English no pronunciation as per the arrangement of alphabet spelling is different and
pronunciation may be different.

The Impedimenta In Writing :-

The rural area students totally avoid to write in English their thoughts, emotions and
feelings only essential works are written in English.They cannot manage the difference of
alphabet of English and their mother tongue.They think in their mother tongue firstly and then
try to write in English so there is also jumbling in sentence formation. In English no writing of
words according to pronunciation. Handwriting strokes of English and mother tongue are also
mixed. Due to verities in English they get confused e.g. Colour (UK) Color (USA), Court (UK)
Cort (USA).

Remedies :-

For encouraging the undergraduate students of rural area the essential, important and
useful remedies are suggested here.

Remedies For Listening :-

Listening is the first and the most important skill in language acquisition. To improve it
our rural area students should make friendship or be in touch of English speakers / users. It
would be very helpful to get them confidence. They may learn new words, sentence patterns
with the help of this. T.V. news, commentary and songs also play very important role here. The
use of cell- phones, laptops and computers can also help them.

Remedies ForSpeaking:-

If our students try to think in English and then talk, it would be better to maintain fluency
with accuracy. Loud reading should be preferred to improve pronunciation. They should make
group to communicate to one another. Active participation in debate, elocution competitions is
really helpful. They should take the benefits of audio-visual aids, charts, slides, and clips, it is
good to get proper body language and facial expressions.Dramatization, language games and
conversation activities also should be used.

Remedies ForReading:-

The undergraduate students of rural area ought to read slowly- slowly and loudly. For
getting confidence in reading firstly story — books, jokes, fables should be preferred,then
newspapers, journals and periodicals.

Remedies For Writing :-

For writing properly and correctly our undergraduate students of rural area must think in
English because they may handle proper sentence constructions with the help of this. They must
write own thoughts feelingswithout fear in English whenever they get chance. English should be
learnt and taught as a language not a compulsory subject.
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"The welfare is impossible without bringing up the status of women like a bird can not fly with
one feather or wings" was said by 'Swami Vivekanand, eleven decades before from an
international platform. The determination of progress of society can be assessed by the status of
women. The topic of equality of women in society has been main agenda of debate since
establishment of U.N.O; in 1945 and constitution of commission for status of women in 1946.
Even today there is a disparity and negligence is seen for the women in society especially in the
field of education. This expression of disparity has come forward in the form of gender equity. In
society there is a vast difference between the sex and the gender. The word sex signifies the
biological sense and specifies about the physical body organs. When a child takes birth them
his/her sex is determined either by his or her being male or female. But how he/she is brought up
and treated by the society, is decided after considering his or her gender.

The scope of word Gender is not merely limits to the difference between the male and
female on the basis of difference in their physical body organs but also to express the feelings of
society about the manhood and womanhood.

In social panorama, the discrimination between a boy and a girl can be clearly seen at the
time of their bringing up. The girl is demarcated/confined in four walls at home. She is
repeatedly deprived of education by convincing her that what she would do after taking
education. The boys are given nutritious and healthy food. Killing infanticide is done before she
takes birth. The boys birth is celebrated with great joy and enthusiasm whereas, the girls birth is
considered to be a curse. This is called the Gender mentality.

The provisions were firstly made in constitution to remove this mentality from the
society. Each and every citizen whether he/she is a male or a female is given the equal rights in
these provisions for social, economical, political justice, ideas, expressions, belief, religions and
freedom of devotion. Equity of status and opportunities and respect were promised.

a) Under the law of fundamental rights, rules have been framed as following under section-
14 the right of equal status that there has to be equity in the same status of the people.

b) As per section 15 there is a restriction on the discrimination on the basis of religion,
inheritance, caste or Gender, as per section 15-(3) The state Govt. is allowed to make
provisions for women and children apart from this many provisions have been made
under the state policy directive principles.
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In spite of these provisions inequity problems are seen and these inequities create the
obstacles in the way of national developments. The development is not possible without equal
contribution. Equal contributions mean each and every part of society whether men or women.
The development is affected by the social activities adversely, which always directs towards
national income, social and economical progress as for as the question of Gender equity and
millennium development is concerned, it is necessary to make millennium progress, these points
with the consideration to 'Gender'. The policies should be made for health, education, income,
standard of living etc. Therefore if we want to progress as per the millennium development
programme, then there is needed to give importance to population control, Reproduction, health
by the policy makers. The M.P. Govt. presented the Gender budget for the year 2007-08 by
Keeping this fact on priority. Gender budget was firstly introduced in the year 1995-96 in
Australia Gender budget means equity of women, economicalimprovement and to be make
provision in budget to ensure the participation of women is state plans.

Many facilities are being given to the women to make them self independent by the M.P.
State Govt. Girls should go to school. Educate themselves, stands on their own feet (financially).
They should have the equal participations in society and for which many plans are being
operated.

1- LADLI LAXMI YOJNA:-

The girls should not become a burden on her family. This policy has been implemented with
effect from 2007 to improve the Gender ratio Rs.6000/- per year for five year continuously total
Rs.30,000 to eligible girls. The target to give benefit 30,000 such girls from this policy was made
for the year 2007-08, against which 40,854 girls availed this benefit.

2- JANANI SURAKSHA YOJNA:-
Maternity security and to control the death rate of newly born child (infants) more than 10 lacks.
Pregnant ladies availed the benefit of this policy.

1. March 2006- 68,252 women
2. 1st April 2006 to 31 March 2007- 3,97,942 women
3. From 1st April 2007 till today 6,02,260 women

Achieved a significant success in reducing the death rate for infants.(Death rate of infants reduce
from 82 per thousand to 67 per thousand and death rate of pregnant ladies 4 reduces from 498
per lacks to 379 per lacks.)

3- KANYADAN YOJNA :-

The chief Minister of M.P. Mr. Shivraj Singh Chouhanlooks steps for the marriages of
the girls from poor families. 30,000 girls got married with the help of the Govt. and the Society,
Rs.5000/- is given by the Govt. at the time of marriage to the girl.

4- EDUCATION POLICIES :-

"GoankiBeti policy was introduce to encourage the girls who stands first in class. This policy is
extended to give benefit to the girls passing with first division in 12th class (a) the policy for
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girls studying in sixth class and belonging to S.C./S.T. category are given bicycles free of cost to
reach to their school is made. Presently in all the 313 Block officer, 54 urban children welfare
plans, including all the 367 consolidated children welfare plans are running in M.P.,69238
"Anganwadi" centres are approved in all the 367 children welfare plans. "MangalDiwas" is being
organized to make this plan more fruitful and successful.

5- BETI BACHAO ABHIYAN

BetiBachaoAbhiyan is an initiative taken by the Government of Madhya Pradesh under the
personal stewardship of the Chief Minister ShriShivraj Singh Chouhan.

The campaign is aimed at arresting the declining sex ratio, which is a serious problem
with far reaching social ramifications and at eliminating discrimination against girls in the
society.

The Chief Minister himself visited several places to meet people and motivate them to
end the abominable practice of female feticide. Many activities have been carried out under this
campaign for educating people about the importance of saving the girl child for a healthy gender
balance in the society.

In the same manner the central Govt. has also launched many policies for the welfare and
growth of female child.

6- BETI BACHAO BETI PADHAO:-

(Save Girl Child, Educate Girl Child) Prime Minister Modilauched this scheme on 22 January
2015 on International Day of Girl Child in Panipat, Haryana. Other senior Cabinet ministers
Maneka Gandhi, Ravi Shankar Prasad, J P Nadda, Smritilrani, Haryani CM M L Khattar and
actor Madhuri Dixit (Brand Ambessdor) also present. Gender equity and gender prosperity
oriented this scheme views girl child's welfare from multiple perspectives and takes steps to
achieve the same. However, the scheme is only effective if implemented with rigour and
dedication. The scheme has the potential to bring about attitude as well as social change in the
desired direction provided it gains momentum through effective implementation.

7- SUKANYA SAMRIDHI YOJANA:-

(Girl Child Prosperity Scheme) Prime Minister NarendraModi on 22 January 2015 launched a
small deposit scheme SukanyaSamridhiYojana for girl child under the BetiBachaoBetiPadhao
(BBBP) campaign. The SukanyaSamriddhiYojana has many positive implications for gender
equity and prevention of early/child marriage. This scheme provides financial impetus to parents
of girl children. However, the scheme would have greater impact if it were not restricted to just 2
just children.

Reservation for women for the appointment/employment an all the selected post has been
increased from 33% to 50% in order to remove inequity in local administration. The necessary
steps have been taken for the welfare of the women by the Govt. and Non Govt. organization in
order to achieve the targets of millennium plans for the Gender Equity and dates also have come
positive in this aspect but will these steps be able to change the mentality of mankind, even today
Gender ratio is increasing in favour of men as compared to women.

VOL. 3 ISSUE8 AUGUST 2016 www.newmanpublication.com

44



Impact Factor: 3.012 (IlJIF) ;
New Man International Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies (ISSN: 2348-1390)

The Number of women as compared to per thousand of men.

Year Number
1901 927
1911 964
1921 955
1931 950
1941 945
1951 946
1961 941
1971 930
1981 934
1991 927
2001 933
2011 940

It is necessary to bring a change in mentality in addition to Govt. polices and efforts and
then only we will be able to stand with the developed countries by 2015 and will be able to
achieve the targets set for the Millennium.

"In women Bhaskar" dated 30th April 2008" The president Mrs. PratibhaPatil' spoke
while addressing to the closing session of the Non. Govt. organization C.N.R.I that the women
should come together for their progress and for their rights. It is very essential to strengthen.

We will not be able to utilize our fullest capacity until the women are made ready to
participate in the development works of the country.
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THE ROLES OF BANKS IN FINANCIAL SYSTEMS

INTRODUCTION

A Financial framework, which is characteristically solid, practically various and shows
productivity and adaptability, is basic to our national goals of making a market driven, beneficial
and focused economy. The financial system framework in India includes monetary
organizations, the financial institutions, budgetary instruments and administrations. The Indian
financial system is characterized by its two majorsegments- an organized sector and a traditional
sector thatis also known as informal credit market.

OBJECTIVES

The prime objectives of the paper are:
1. The present paper explores to analyze the comparative performance of various banks.

2. It also attempts to highlight the challenges and opportunities particularly faced by the public
sector banks in present finance system.

RESEARCH METHODOLOGY

The present paper is concerned with the Indian banking and finance system. The study is based
on data. The required data have been collected from the various issues of Banking Statistics,
published by Reserve Bank of India.

Financialintermediation in the organized sector is controlled by alarge number of financial
institutions which are businessorganizations providing financial institutions whoseactivities may
be either specialized or may overlap arefurther classified as banking and non-banking entities.
TheReserve Bank of India (RBI) as the main regulator ofcredit is the apex institution in the
financial system. Reserve Bank of India is the Central Bank of India. It was established on
1* April 1935 under the RBI Act of 1934. It holds the top position in the banking structure. RBI
performs various developmental and promotional functions. It occupies the important role in the
monetary and banking structure of our country. In other nations central bank is known by
different names. For instance, Federal Reserve Bank of U.S.A, Bank of England in U.K. and
Reserve Bank of India in India are well known. Central bank is called as a banker’s bank. They
have the power to formulate and apply monetary and credit policies. It is owned by the
government of a nation and has the sole and whole power of issuing notes. Major functions
performed by of reserve bank of India are: 1. Monetary Management 2. Issue of Bank Notes
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3.Custodian of Exchange Reserves 4.Banker to the Government 5. A Banker’s Bank 6. Promoter
of Development.

The banking system in India comprises commercialbanks and co-operative banks. Commercial
banks, whichalso include foreign banks and private banks, are the significant segment.
Cooperative banks, which areorganized on the ‘unit’ banking principle, are mainly ruralbased
although there are urban cooperative banks alsooperating in urban areas. Additionally NBFIs,
governmentowned post offices also mobilize deposits, but they do notundertake lending activity.
Besides, , there is a broad system of all India and State improvement banks taking into account
agribusiness, industry, lodging and fares. Besides, there exists a few budgetary foundations like
UTI, LIC, GIC and its backups, common assets, speculation and advance organizations and gear
renting and contract buy organizations, that are occupied with assembling assets and giving
monetary administrations in medium and additionally long-term venture. The

National Bank of Agriculture and Provincial Development (NABARD), the Industrial
Development Bank of India (IDBI), Export Import Bank (Exim bank) and the National Housing
Bank (NHB) have been set up to serve as peak banks in their particular zones of duty and
concern. The three critical term-loaning foundations to be specific IDBI, ICICI and IFCL rule the
term-loaning market and give medium what’s more, long term financial help to corporate
segment.

The Indian financial system comprises a large number of commercial and cooperative banks,
specialized developmental banks for industry, agriculture, external trade and housing, social
security institutions, collective investment institutions, etc. The banking system is at the heart of
the financial system.The banking system in India is exemplified by concentration of business in a
small number ofScheduled public sector banks. Excluding Regional Rural Banks (RRBs), only
27 banks are now working with a vast network of about 45,000 branches. The convergence of
saving money business has been achieved through the approach of mergers and union of banks
and their Government ownership. This reality empowers them to be overwhelming in the deposit
and credit markets, as well as permits them to assume vital part in cash and capital markets. As
it has been stated, the banking system in India consists of commercial banks and co-operative
banks. Commercial banks, which also include foreign banks and private banks, are the
predominant segment.
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Financial intermediation in India emerged post- independence and more rapidly after the
nationalizations of major 14 banks in 1969. The banking sector reforms began rapidly after the
independence. These reforms were basically aimed at improving the confidence level of the
public because in those days, most banks were not trusted by the majority of the people. Instead,
the deposits with the Postal department were considered rather safe. The first major step was
Nationalization of the Imperial Bank of India in 1955 via State Bank of India Act. State Bank of
India was made to act as the principal agent of RBI and handle banking transactions of the Union
and State Governments. After that, in a major process of nationalization, seven subsidiaries of
the State Bank of India were nationalized via the State Bank of India (Subsidiary Banks) Act,
1959. In 1969, fourteen major private commercial banks were nationalized. This reform in
banking was followed by a second phase of nationalization in 1980, when Government of India
acquired the ownership of 6 more banks, thus bringing the total number of Nationalized Banks to
20. The private banks at that time were allowed to function side by side with nationalized banks
and the foreign banks were allowed to work under strict regulation. By the end of eighties, the
Indian financial sector had registered noted growth in volume and variety. This included the
stock market, mutual funds, non-banking finance companies and otherinstitutions. But the
country’s financial system was saddled with an inefficient and financially unsoundbanking
sector. Some of the reasons for this are high reserve requirements, administrated interest rates,
directed credit, poor supervision, lack of competition and political interference.The agenda of
financial sector reforms consists of easing of external constraints such as administrative structure
of interest rates and reserve requirements of banks, exploring indirect monetary control
instruments, prescribing Prudential regulations and Norms, strengthening the supervisory
apparatus and facilitating entry of new institutions. On a number of recommendations, the
Government and RBI have taken follow up action, summed up below: The SLR has been
gradually brought down from an average effective rate of 37.4% in 1992 to the statutory
minimum 25% at present. The effective Cash Reserve ratio (CRR), which was as high 16.5% in
has been brought down to 5.6% in Oct 2002. CRR in access of 3% is currently remunerated at
4% per annum.

The financial scene in the post freedom period has seen an ocean change; the final product being
that the economy has gained huge ground in assorted field. The monetary framework is perhaps
the most imperative institutional and utilitarian vehicle for financial change. Money is a scaffold
between the present and the future and whether it be the preparation of reserve funds or their
proficient, compelling and evenhanded designation for venture, it is the accomplishment with
which the budgetary framework plays out its capacities that sets the pace for the accomplishment
of more extensive national goals. The term money related framework is an arrangement of
between related exercises/administrations cooperating to accomplish some foreordained reason
or objective. It incorporates distinctive markets, the foundations, instruments, administrations
and components which impact the era of reserve funds, venture capital arrangement and growth.
It might be said that monetary framework is the whole gathering of foundations and of
institutional blueprints which have been set up to serve the necessities of present day economy:
to meet the procuring essentials of business firms; individuals and government; to amass and to
contribute speculation subsidizes; and to give a portion framework.
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The establishments might be openly claimed or exclusive, might be organizations or
partnerships, might be particular or non-had practical experience in character. Whatever their
legitimate or financial character, it is possible that they have advanced additional time in reaction
to growing needs or they were established.World wide experience affirms that the nations with
all around created money related framework become speedier and the sky is the limit from there
reliably than those with weaker frameworks. The monetary area assumes a focal part in sorting
out and organizing an economy; it makes present day monetary society conceivable. For each
genuine exchange there is a monetary exchange that mirrors it. On the off chance that the money
related area doesn't work, the genuine part doesn't work. All exchange includes both the genuine
and the monetary area. The money related division has an imperative part in advancing
productivity and development as it intermediates in the stream of assets from those both segment
has fundamental part in advancing proficiency and development who need to spare a piece of
their wage to those who need to put resources into gainful resources. The financial system has a
basic part in advancing proficiency and development as it intermediates in the stream of assets
from those both part has indispensable part in advancing effectiveness and development who
need to spare a piece of their salary to those who need to put resources into profitable resources.
The productivity of intermediating relies on upon the width, profundity and differing qualities.

CONSTITUTENTS OF THE FINANCIALSYSTEM
The three main constituents of the financial system are:

¢ The Financial Institutions
e The Financial Markets
¢ The Financial Assets

FINANCIAL INSTITUTIONS

A financial institution is a business whose primary activity is purchasing, selling or holding
financial assets.Financial institutions give various types of financial services. Financial
intermediaries are a special group offinancial institutions that receive funds by issuing claims to
market participants and use these funds to purchasefinancial assets.

FINANCIAL MARKETS

A financial market is a market where financial assets and financial liabilities are bought and sold.
Financialmarkets perform the essential economic function of channeling funds from savers who
have an excess of fundsto spenders who have a shortage of funds.

FINANCIAL ASSETS:

An asset is something that provides its owner with expected future benefits. Financial assets are
assets, suchas stocks or bonds, whose benefit to the owner depends on the issuer of the asset
meeting certain obligations. These obligations are called financial liabilities. Every financial
asset has a corresponding financial liability; it’s that financial liability that gives financial asset

VOL. 3 ISSUE8 AUGUST 2016 www.newmanpublication.com




Impact Factor: 3.012 (IlJIF) ;
New Man International Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies (ISSN: 2348-1390)

its value.The financial markets perform the important role ofchanneling funds from lender savers
to borrower spenders, through securities (instruments) traded in the financial markets financial
assets/instruments are divided into money market assets and capital market assets.

COMPONENTS OF INDIAN FINANCIAL SYSTEM

'
' ' ' '
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It was in this backdrop that wide-ranging financial sector reforms in India were introduced as an
integral part of the economic reforms initiated in the early 1990s with a view to improving the
macroeconomic performance of the economy. The reforms in the financial sector focused on
creating efficient and stable financial institutions and markets. The approach to financial sector
reforms in India was one of gradual and non-disruptive progress through a consultative process.
The Reserve Bank has been consistently working towards setting an enabling regulatory
framework with prompt and effective supervision, development of technological and institutional
infrastructure, as well as changing the interface with the market participants through a
consultative process. Persistent efforts have been made towards adoption of international
benchmarks as appropriate to Indian conditions. While certain changes in the legal infrastructure
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are yet to be effected, the developments so far have brought the Indian financial system closer to
global standards.

Banks perform different parts in the economy. To begin with, they improve the data issues
amongst speculators and borrowers by checking the last mentioned and guaranteeing an
appropriate utilization of the contributors’ assets. Second, they give intertemporal smoothing of
danger that can't be enhanced at a given point in time and in addition protection to contributors
against startling utilization stuns. In light of the development crisscross between their advantages
and liabilities, be that as it may, banks are liable to the likelihood of runs and systemic danger.
Third, banks add to the development of the economy. Fourth, they play out an imperative part in
corporate administration. The relative significance of the diverse parts of banks shifts
considerably over nations and times be that as it may, banks are constantly basic to the money
related framework. Banks act as delegated monitors and ensure that firms use the resources
allocated to them effectively. They also play an important role in sharing risk in the economy by
diversifying and smoothing fluctuations over time. These are positive aspects of the roles banks
play. Banks play an important role in providing funds for firms and helping them and the
economy to grow. They are also important for corporate governance, particularly in countries
like Germany where bankers sit on boards and control a significant number of proxy votes.
Finally, banks can help overcome asymmetric information problems by forming long-lived
relationships with firms.
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RURAL WOMEN’S PARTICIPATION IN ELECTORAL POLITICS

Dr. Shardul Srivastava
Lecturer
Indrapal Singh M.S Mahavidhalaya
Jakhlaun,Lalitpur

In India almost half of the total population is female. So, far the success of Indian
democracy is concerned both male and female should participate in the democratic institutions of
the country. But in the male dominated Indian society, the participation of women in democratic
institution is not to the expected level. The women of the country should be involved in the
decision making process to protect their interests while decisions are made. The importance of
women’s political participation for a viable Democratic Polity is being increasingly realized in
all corners of the world. Women constitute nearly 50 percent of the total population in any
country and if it has adopted a democratic system it cannot run successfully with just half of the
population. It will be a crippled democracy.

Moreover, women as a group have problems, demands and aspirations, which cannot be
aptly expressed by men. The problem issues of the people in any country such as education,
employment, health and nutrition besides the country’s foreign policy, relationships with other
countries, issues of war and peace, science and technology, protection of the environment do
need a women’s angle because they will affect women too, in a particular manner.

A nation’s march towards progress and prosperity remains a dream, its aspiration
unfulfilled and unrealized unless women actively participate in all developmental activities of
that country. Thus to emphasis the importance of women’s participation and their role in politics
is to emphasis the obvious. If proper facilities and encouragement are given, Indian women can
participate efficiently in all the national activities on an equal footing with men. The
empowerment of women could be brought about only if it is based on granting them basic
economic rights, educational rights and political rights. Thus, it is an imperative necessity to
provide opportunity to women in the decision—making processes at all levels to make
empowerment of women a meaningful reality. Women as an integral part, account for 495.74
million and represent 48.3% of the country’s total population as per 2001 census.

(Source: Census Report of 2001) Necessity of raising the status and education of women has
already been stressed in our constitution through Fundamental Rights and Various Directive
Principles of State Policy. They have been provided with the right to an adequate means of
livelihood and equal pay with that of men for their work. Women workers have also been
provided for health care and maternity relief.

Even in the Fundamental Duties, stress has been laid on the duty of every citizen of India
to renounce practices derogatory to the dignity of women. Many laws and judicial decisions have
restored the dignity of women. To protect their rights, measures have been taken to give them
share in the family property. For their emancipation from cruel practices, laws have been
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enacted. To empower women, reservation of one-third of seats through the 73rd and 74th
Amendment Acts, 1991, 1992 for them has been made in the Panchayats and Municipalities.
There is a similar proposal for reservation of seats for them in Parliament and in the State
Legislatures. The Constitution of India provides for equal political right to women through the
universal adult franchise. Its preamble promises to scare to all its citizens’ justice, liberty,
equality and fraternity. Article 15 prohibits discrimination on the grounds of sex and Article 16
(1) and (2) providing for equality of any public office. Moreover, certain specific provisions have
been incorporated in the constitution through the seventy — third amendment Act. The 73rd
amendment Act have made statutory provision with regard to the reservation of women in their
Panchayati Raj institution and conducted the elections on the basis of this act. As a result, there
are about one million women elected representatives in rural local bodies of the country. Thus it
has opened a straight way for political participation of rural women in India. The reservation
system at grassroots level has provided new horizons for women participation in political
activities. It is also a step forward towards the empowerment of women in India society. It is
necessary to create proper social, economic and political conditions to enable women to
participate effectively in electoral politics. Their entries into the rural political system world
certainly ensure a change in the political environment of the villages. India is the second largest
populous country in the world. 16 percent of the world’s population lives in India. According to
the census report of 2001 the total population is 1.027 billion, where sex ratio is 1000: 933,
Male: Female respectively. (Source: Census Report of 2001) The women population in India is
48.11 percent and 80 percent of them reside in rural areas. Most of them are engaged in domestic
and household activities. Even after Six decades of independence, they have not been able to
participate effectively in various occupations. The woman is considered weaker sex in caste-
ridden, male-dominated and orthodox society. All these conditions of women can be changed
through literacy, political awakening and change in prevailing social value.

The concept of gender in political participation is abstract and it can be used successfully
for women’s participation in political life of the country. Hence the political empowerment of
women folk is very essential as well as to generate among them about their rights and
responsibilities. The female population constitutes nearly half of the total population of the
country as per Census report of 2001. For the success of Indian democracy, real participation of
both men and women in the democratic institutions is highly essential. But in the male
dominated Indian society, the participation of women in the democratic institutions is not to the
expected level. As both male and female are the citizens of the country, so for their proper
development, both of them should equally participate in the democratic institutions, which are
functioning for their development. But the participation of women in decision-making process is
not at par with their male counterparts.

Women'’s participation in politics is not adequate. Women should come forward in large
number and take the lead in the decision making process so as to ensure the socioeconomic and
political development of all women population of the district. This is because of the fact that
women can know about their problems better than men and in the same way they can find out
ways of solution of the problems. If the male members in various fields dominate them then they
would not be able to work freely for their self-development.
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Women’s participation is considerably high in informal political activities like
demonstrations, mobilizations and other similar activities. Their participation in such atmosphere
is much encouraged and considered as important part of every political party in the country.
Women’s active participation in politics in India raised the issue of representation in politics first
time in 1917 in the form of a demand for universal adult franchise which was achieved by 1930.
With the Indian constitution coming into force in 1950, women were constitutionally granted
equal right to political participation in the country. Today the 33% reservation into Panchayat
level may have increased women’s representation in figures but still their representation
remained marginalized.

Since 1951, the Indian women have been participating in politics as voters, as party
workers and as candidates contesting various elections. Voting is the most important and basic
means by which women are assimilated in the political process and learn how to exercise power.
But Indian women slowly began to realize the actualization of promises of equality in politics is
not a smooth process. However, the 73rd and 74th constitutional amendments have provided for
reservation of seats for women at local level in the elected bodies in rural and urban areas.

Though the participation of women in politics is, however, slightly increasing, it is not to
the level of satisfaction. In fact, it can be revealed that women empowerment can be ensured
through women participation at various stages of political spheres. Political participation of
women along with upliftment of levels of education to be improved at par with male counterparts
for societal development. Until and unless moral boon of the people are not customized, any
commandment on the desired subject would not be influential.
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