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EASTERN PHILOSOPHY AND ENVIRONMENT CONSERVATION

Gem Prasad Gurung (PhD)
Associate Professor
Sanothimi Campus (TU)
Kathmandu, Nepal.

Abstract

This paper deals with the contribution of environmental conservation by the eastern philosophy. Philosophy of
religion is the philosophical study of the meaning and nature of religion. It includes the analysis of religious
concepts, beliefs, arguments and practices of different religions adherents on environmental protection. Religion is
the fundamental beliefs, attitude, emotions, behavior and constituting human relationship with the powers and
principles of universe, especially with deity or deities. Therefore different religious sects are worshiping and
regarding the natural elements in the form of their god/goddesses in the world. Perhaps, the study is submitted only
five eastern religious philosophies like Hinduism, Buddhism, Jainism, Muslim and Taoim on the aspect of
environment protection. They have own ethics, norms and values to stop destroying the natural elements recklessly.
Therefore, such kind of spiritual knowledge and practice would be a milestone to minimize the environment
pollution in the world.

Background:

These days, it looks as if human beings have forgotten that a particular natural condition on earth enabled
life to come into existence and evolve to the human level. Humanity is disturbing this natural condition
on which his existence, along with the existence of all other form of life, depends. This is like the action
of a wood-cutter cutting a tree at the trunk, on the branch on which he is sitting (Teertha, 2000 P. 50).

Human beings are super intelligent creature in this universe. Then they are subjugating the nature for their
use. Adhikari and Ghimire (2003, P. 97) observed that the human encroachment on the natural resources
was early from the period but after second World War the sharp development of industrialization,
environment and natural resources are more affected.

Early modern times have been described as the “triumph of the West”. Technological and industrial
revolutions occurred which resulted in breakthroughs from tool to machine production and the
progressive mechanization of spatial, temporal and even human factors. Eventually the western world-
view is transformed into a mechanistic, purportedly value-free paradigm that detaches man from nature
(Taylor and Taylor, 1989 P. 15).

In the study of Das (1992, P. 8), mentioned great advancements of Science and Technology and the use

of these scientific achievements in promoting the wellbeing of humankind through their application in the
field of industry, communication, transport, engineering, agriculture, medicine has made science more
important than ever before. Science has, in fact, radically transformed the material environment of the
citizens of the modern world.

For this development and modernization the eco-feminist V. Shiva (1988, P. 14), argues that, the modern
development victimized both nature and women. Her argument is that in the market economy, the
organizing principle for natural resource use is the maximization of profits and capital accumulation. She
further says that nature and human needs are managed through market mechanisms and demands of
natural resources are restricted to those demands registering on the market. From her view, the ideology
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of development is based on a vision of bringing all natural resources in the market economy for
commodity production.

Moreover, she has compared the female with nature “Prakriti” which is always productive and modern
science is “Purusha” which is exploiting the nature. As the patriarchal culture male dominates female,
modern science and technology also victimized the nature. Therefore she is claiming all the modern
development is Mal-development. By which a huge adverse effect of environment pollution occurred in
the world. The results are global warming, climate change, ozone layer depletion, loss of biodiversity etc.

Due to the un-spirituality and dominating by scientific fact reality today’s humans are leaving religious
concept and practices. Western modernity has posed acute challenges to traditional religions. Today, for a
large number of people, throughout the world, religion is irrelevant. The sciences describe a universe
without reference to deities, the soul, or spiritual meaning. (Bhattarai, 2008, P. 235).

Bhattarai argues again, (today) in the modern world, religion and its strong attitudes are weakening
because people are no longer able to maintain stable religious traditions because they are disconnected
from traditional, supportive religions and also because of a result of mixed or nonreligious marriages.

Owing to the epistemological changes that took place at this time, much of the future of western
philosophical inquiry was to become a series of attempts to bridge a seemingly irresponsible gap: the
dualistic sift between subject and object, knower and known, theory and practice, ideal and material, and
so on (Taylor and Taylor, 1989 P. 1-8).

It is generally felt that the growth of modernism and modern civilization has affected religion, its function
and the religiosity of the people. Developments in the fields of science, technology and education have
also adversely affected religion and its traditional functions. There is a grown trend towards secularism
and secularization today (Bhattarai, 2008, P. 237).

However, if we search for theological literature of different religion, we can get various contributions for
environment conservation in different religions especially in Eastern Philosophies.

Objective of the article

The main objective of the article is to explore the vital role of environment conservation by eastern
religions as stated in different scriptures and related writings.

Other/specific objectives are:
o Promoting readers to study and to be familiar on crucial role of environment conservation through
different religions; and
o Persuading the people for environment protection as practice of their religion in hand to hand.

Methodology

The study is conducted in the qualitative descriptive approach based on having a large scope reading of
different religious scriptures and writings. The study is managed in thematic way analyzing and
interpreting as blending with different literatures and eastern philosophies of environment conservation
and websites. The study is textually explorative and survey type in nature.

Environment in Hinduism

Hinduism is a religion which is very near to nature. It asks its followers to see God in every object in the
universe. Worship of God in air, water, fire, sun, Moon, stars and Earth is specially recommended. Earth
is worshiped as the spouse of God. Hence all the living beings on the earth are considered as offspring of
god/goddesses.
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According to religious texts, when people plant trees and care for them, those plants are reborn as their
children. Whoever gives trees and plants in charity pleases the gods through flowers on the trees. In sunny
and rainy weather, trees serve as umbrellas to passers-by desiring refuge as rest. By offering droplets after
the rain, they please forefathers, those who offer flower attain affluence and prosperity.

On the Rig Beda, 6/48/17, it is said,;

Dff sfsDjL/d'b\j[xf] jg:kltdz:tLIj{ Ix gLgzM.

Df]ft ;"/f] cx Pjf rg u| Ljf pbwt] j]M ..
(Bholla, 2007.p. 67)

It means, do not be liked the devilish buzzard that troubles other birds by grabbing their necks and killing
them. Do not trouble the trees. Do not uproot or cut them. They provide protection to animals, birds and
other living beings.

In the Manusmriti, it is said that trees bring with them the fruits of their deeds from the last birth. They
are living beings and experience sorrow and happiness. God has created them for the welfare of living
beings. They face the sun and the heat, but protect those who come under their shade. They provide
refuge and residence to birds and insects. They bear flower and fruits. One cannot estimate the number of
saints and sages who offered prayers under the shade of trees. It is characteristic of the trees to give and
keep giving (ibid).

In Hinduism, people worship as the reverence of various natural elements, such as plants, sun, moon,
water, air, land, stone etc. as gods and goddesses. According to the Hindu religion, Brahma has been
regarded as the creator of the universe under different names, forms and attributes given to him in the
Vedas, Upanishads and Purans. Several Hindu Gods and Goddesses have animals and plants as their
mounts (Shrestha, 2000. P. 200).

Some animals and plants are given associated with the Hindu deities.

Animals/ Birds God/Goddesses
Lion Durga
Swan Brahma
Elephant Ganesh
Bull Shiva
Deer Vayu etc.
Plants/Trees God/Goddesses
Tulsi Laxmi, Vishnu, Ancestor worship
Peepal Vishnu, Krishna, Ancestor worship
Mango Laxmi, Govardhan
Bel Maheswar, Spirits, Siva
Kapur Moon
Etc.

Source: - Dwivedi & Tiwari (1989, P. 50)

Also, for Hindus, the planting of trees is a religious duty. Cutting of trees and destruction of flora is
considered a sinful act. They belief that a god lives in a tree or that the tree has a spirit rendered the
cutting down of green trees is an unreligious act. The Padma Puran also states that cutting of trees is a
punishable offense and the person who indulge in cutting trees and destroying grass field has to go to hell
(Shrestha, 2000, P. 200).
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Charak Samhita considers the destruction of forests is most dangerous for the nation and human beings.
Vanaspati has direct relationship with the well being of the society. Due to the pollution of natural
environment and the destruction of Vanaspati, many diseases crop up to ruin the nation. Only the
Vanaspati with medicinal qualities may enhance the nature and cure diseases of human beings (Dwivedi
& Tiwari, 1989, p. 177).

In the Padma Puran, it is said that the Peepal tree is a form of Lord Vishnu. Therefore, it is accorded
special importance for religious purposes. Often described as a divine tree, it is an object of prayer. On
several occasions around the year prayers are offered to it. It is believed that Lord Vishnu and Goddess
Lakshmi reside in the Peepal tree on Somapati Amavasya (the dark night of the monk that falls on a
Monday).

In the Skand puran, it is said,

d"n] ljiOf'M l:ytf] IgTo+ :sGw] s]zj Pj r .

gf/foOf:t' zfvf;' kqlif' eujfg xI/M .

kmn]~Ro'tf] g ;Gb]xM ;j{b]j}M ;dIGjtM ..

; Pj ljiof'b|']d Pj+ d"tf]{ dxfTdleM ;]ljt k'Oo d"nM .

0;\o ;| oM kfk;x; | xGtf ej]Gg[Off+ sfdb'wf] u'0ff9\oM ..
(Bhalla, 2007. p. 69)

It means Vishnu resides in the root of the Peepal tree. Keshav (Krishna) resides in the trunk, Narayan in
the branches, Lord Hari in leaves and all the gods reside in the fruits. This tree is like idol of Vishnu. All
good people serve the virtues of this tree. This tree is full of all kinds of virtues and has the ability to
fulfill desires and absolve the sin of people.

The Padma Puran asserts that wherever there is a garden of Tulsi plants that place is like a pilgrimage.
Representative of Yama, the God of Death, can not enter this home. Homes plastered with soil in which
the Tulsi grows are free from disease.

In the Brahmvaivart puran, prakritikhanda, 21/40, it is said.
;'wf we;x>]0f ;f t'lieg{ ejl4/IM .
of r t'libe{g]j]GgtOff+ t'n;L kg bfgtM .. (Bhalla, 2007, P. 72)

It means, Lord Hari is not so pleased after bathing with thousands of pots filled with celestial nectar, as he
is when ever a single leaf of Tulsi is offered to him.

During the period of great epics and Purans the Hindu concept of flora further expanded. Trees were
considered as being animate and having life, feeling happiness and sorrow. In Mahabharata, it is said:

Trees take water from the roots. If they have any disease it is cured by sprinkling of medicines. Trees
are alive and they have life like others because on cutting they feel sorrow. Similarly they have the
feeling of happiness. After cutting, a new branch comes out. (Dwivedi & Tiwari, 1989, P.175).

Environment in Buddhism

Buddhism is a philosophy and ethics enunciated and developed by Buddha. Later, it came to be known as
Buddhism. Today Buddhism is practiced as way of life. Buddhist people follow the way shown by
Buddha. Like Hinduism, Buddhism also has very close relationship with environment. One of vow of
Buddhism is non-violence (ahimsa) which is related with conservation of biological diversity.
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Buddhists believe that human beings can attain enlightenment and do not feel human beings to be
superior to the rest of other living beings. Early Buddhism believe in a close relationship between human
morality and natural environment (Shrestha, 2000, P. 200).

Buddhism, the interpreter of Non-violence doctrine, denotes very clearly how and why man should not
indulge in violence or harming other beings because “All are afraid of the rod (punishment), all fear from
death (Tripathi, 1998, P. 192).

Moreover, Tripathi adds that as a matter of fact, according to Buddhism nothing in this world is ever
existing, and so everyone should endeavour to obtain the gamin (impermanent) and seek for eternal Truth
five Dukkha —nirodh patipada, and fourth truths. Such is the path which may lead people to the cessation
of all sufferings. This Ariyasac came consists of the Atthangia Magga (Eight fold practices) (ibid).

In Buddhist culture, nature is considered sacred. It was close to Buddha on all the important occasions of
his life. He was born in a garden; he attained Buddha hood under a Peepal tree and passed away from his
world under the trees. He preached his first sermon in a deer park and from then on nearly always taught
outdoors under the shade of trees. All this shows a close relationship between Buddhism and the natural
environment (Shrestha, 2000, P. 200).

In different Buddhist texts we get that, Buddha taught that balance of nature is achieved by the functions
of the forest. Survival of forest is vital to the survival of natural harmony, balance morality and
environment (WWF, 2000, P. 33).

In order to protect the environment we must protect ourselves. Selflessness, mindfulness, compassion
and wisdom are the essence of Buddhism. Mind fullness and clear comprehension are at the heart of
Buddhist meditation.

Environment in Islam:

Islam is considered a monotheistic religion. It is a system of belief and practices established by Prophet
Mohammad. To a Muslim, Islam embraces all the aspects of life, which makes it a kind of totalitarian
system with control over all the domains of human activities in one god is the bedrock of faith in Islam
and the Quran is the main pillar of the religion (Shrestha, 2000, P. 200).

The essence of Islamic teaching is that the entire universe is God’s creation. Allah makes the waters flow
upon the earth, upholds the heavens, makes the rainfall and keep the boundaries between day and night.
The whole of the rich and wonderful universe belongs to god, its maker. It is God who created the plants
and animals in their pairs and gave them the means to multiply (WWF, 2000 P. 62-71).

As | studied in Rafig & Amijal (1989, P. 120) mention that, the Quran, literally the Word of God, has been
compose with a good Tree allusion: Allah sets forth the case of a good word which is like a good tree
whose root is firm and everyone of whose branches reaches into heaven. It brings forth fresh-fruits at all
times by the command of its Lord Allah; it sets forth for people all that they stand in need of that may
take heed .

They explain more, the concept of environment in Quran is distinct enough. It has given values of unity,
balance, order and harmony. The balance not only governs the structuring of the universe, it has specified
each element with its proper place and define function. The law of the structural balance of the
environment is often referred in the Quran by the words ‘balance’, ‘proportion,” or ‘measure.” The ideals
set by Quran may well be accepted as a basis of elaborating conservational strategies (ibid).

Environment in Jainism

Jainism is one of the oldest living religions. The term Jain means ‘the follower of Jinas (spiritual victors),
human teachers who attained omniscience. These teachers are also called Tirthankaras (ford-makers),
those who help others to escape the cycle of birth and death (WWTF, 2000, P. 76).

Jains some anuvratas (vows) are;
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Ahimsa (non-violence):- Like Buddhism, it is the fundamental vow and runs through the Jain tradition. It
involves avoidance of violence in any form word or deed not only a human beings but to all nature. It
means reverence for life is every form including plants and animals.

Asteya (not stealing):- This is the principle of not making what belongs to another. It means avoidance of
greed and exploitation (Amar, 1989).

Singhvi (2000, P. 80), mentions that, the ecological philosophy of Jainism which flows from its spiritual
guest has always been central to its ethics, aesthetics, art, literature ,economics and politics.

Environment in Taoism

Taoism has been one of the main components of Chinese traditional culture, and it has exerted great
influence in Chinese people’s way of thinking, working and acting.

This philosophy is the ideological root of the current serious environmental and ecological crisis. On the
one hand, it brings about and exaggerated sense of one’s own importance. It has confronted with the
destruction of Earth and suggests that we have to conduct a thorough self- examination on this way of
thinking (WWF, 2000, P. 112).

According to Brannigan (2000, P. 24), in Taoism everything is composed of two opposite forces known
as Yin and Yang. Yin represents the female, the cold, the soft and so forth. Yang represents the male the
hot, the hard and so on. The two forces are in constant struggle within everything. When they reach
harmony, the energy of life is created. From this we can see how important harmony is to nature and
someone who understands this point act intelligently. Otherwise people will assault the law of nature and
destroy the balance of environment.

Environment in Mundhum

Mundhum philosophy is the blend of ritual and poetry, nature and human beings (Edingo, 2007). In the
study of different texts (Chemjong, 2003: Hukpa-Chaongbang, 2066 BS) it gives the sense of assimilation
of animism, and ancestor worship.

The philosophy makes believe in supernatural power and carries out various rites and rituals for their
common welfare in Kirats’ daily lives (Edingo, 2007). Mundhum focuses on the creation of universe or
ecology. So a verse of Mundhum says:

0! long ago,

It is the serpent created rock in the sea

The ferns grew on the creeks of the rock

The ferns caused termite to grow

The termite piled up clay and thus the land was formed
Grasses like lawn and bad-bade grew on the land

And on the land, grew the Sal trees.

(Executive Committee of Kirat Mundhum, 2071 BS: 103)

With regards to animistic approach Mundhum believes in ecological elements as powerful means. So it
appeals to respect and well manage to natural elements.

Likewise a stanza in Mundhum says:
[tK;'2df
xo dfn'2 dfRof} .
g]nf] s'Gof]p .
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It means O trees! And leaves! Protect us! (Ibid, p. 96)

Regarding the the philosophy, the followers (Kirat people) respect nature and perform different ritual
phenomena like udhouli, ubhouli and so forth. Similarly, the animist, Kirat people have worshipped and
protected the jungle (Hatiban in Dhapasi) in Lalitpur Kathmandu for prehistoric period struggling with
peripheral land encroachment. The forest is preserving religious, cultural, historical tradition as well as
conserving biodiversity (Rai, 2070: 55).

Conclusion and Discussion:

From the study of eastern philosophy we can get different religious/traditional knowledge of
Environmental conservation. Such as Hindus are animating and linking the nature with spirit and
worshiping them. Likewise Buddhism and Jainism are teaching to their followers as non-violence
(Ahimsa Parmo dharmah) (Singvi, 2000, P. 80). Philosophically, Taoism conducts the knowledge of
balancing the forces (Yin and Yang) to harmonize the nature. So far as | think that no religion/theological
knowledge ignore the environmental conservation. The problem is that in the form of modernity,
spirituality is devastating worst as blaming as conservative knowledge. According to Frazeru, “Religion is
powers superior to man which are believed to direct and control the course of nature and of human life”
(Bhattarai, 2008, P. 231). So the social and religious moral code and conduct which is stronger than
modern law, is exploiting day by day. In the result, modern development and peoples’ concept and
practices are uprooting Bar — Peepal of the resting platform (chautari) and sacred groves at their
developmental activities. So it is deserting the sacred groves and sacred plants of our habitats (Adhikari,
2008, P. 191). This is only the simple example of nature’s encroachment due to kicking of theological
knowledge and practice. So it should be promote to follow their discipline also through religious code and
conduct and education.
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“Nothing is far and nothing is near, if one desires. The world is little, people are little, human
life is little. There is only one big thing—desire.”

The Song of the Lark

Willa Cather is regarded as one of the greatest American novelists of twentieth century. She has
devoted herself to the portrayal of frontier life of pioneers in the Middle West America. Her earlier novels
are remarkable for their realistic inclusion of personal details and emotional reflection from her childhood
on the Great Plains. Her writings are strongly influenced by her personal experiences.

The Song of the Lark (1915) is the most autobiographical novel Willa Cather ever wrote
particularly the early consequences of the novel have a strong basis in Willa Cather’s childhood in Red
Cloud, Nebraska. In this novel everything Cather had gathered in the forty years of her life i. e. her
struggle and achievement, her feeling and experiences are reflected. It is the story of a talented girl Thea
Kronborg who slowly claws her way to the top and becomes one of the biggest opera singers in the world.

Willa Cather was an opera fan and often went to the Metropolitan Opera house with her friends.
Her meeting with the famous opera singer Olive Fremstad gave her an idea to write a novel about a
singer’s journey to the top. Although it is modelled on the career of Olive Fremstad, most of the other
details of Thea’s youth are drawn directly from Cather’s own experiences. As Edith Lewis writes:

She is drawn partly from surmise as to what Olive Fremstad, the model for the latter part, might
have been; partly, perhaps, from a composite of impressions about Scandinavians she had known
on the ranch. But while the physical personality is entirely different, the person who most
resembled the young Thea Knonborg in thought, in feeling, in spiritual development, is Willa
Cather herself. (39)

The American opera singer Olive Fremstad was born in a religious family of Swedish immigrants
and grown up in a small town in Minnesota. Her father was a Methodist clergyman and so she got
opportunity to sing and play the organ in the church choir at a very young age. She was poor and had to
earn her own living by giving music lessons. She saved enough money and went to Germany to study
music in her early twenties, and at thirty she began to sing at the Metropolitan Opera.

In The Song of the Lark, Thea Kronborg is the musical daughter of a Methodist minister. She
grows up in a little town Moonstone and supports herself by singing in church and playing
accompaniments for Bower’s other pupils. She goes to Germany to study music and struggling like
Fremstad, finally becomes a famous opera singer.

Thea, like Cather is one of the seven children and lives in an overcrowded little house.
Moonstone, Colorado, a small town in the desert west of Denver, resembles Willa’s hometown, Red
Cloud, Nebraska. She “reproduced her hometown so precisely that one could map the stores, churches,
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houses, and streets of one and find her way in the other. Moreover, Thea Knonborg is Willa Cather in
essentials, though Olive Fremstad was her external prototype” (Rosowski 62).

By combining Fremstad’s ethnic background with her own experiences Cather was able to enrich
Thea’s childhood to make it fit her pioneer ideal. Like Willa Cather, Thea is very much attached to her
youngest brother Thor but has an adversarial relationship with her sister Anna as Willa had with her sister
Jessica. Willa Cather’s father was a well-read man and gave Willa an early passion for books as Dr.
Howard Archie fuels Thea’s artistic ambitions. Most of her father’s positive aspects are channelled into
the character of Dr. Archie. He combines the characteristic qualities of Mr. Cather and Dr. Mckeeby, the
family physician. Cather’s idol and mentor Dr Mckeeby had treated ten year old Willa during her illness,
just as Dr. Archie takes care of Thea and saves her from pneumonia. These relationships in both cases
have significant impact on the development of young girls. Dr. Archie opens the world of literature to
Thea and plays a key role in her education as Willa Cather’s familiarity with literature was cultivated
under the guidance of her father at a much earlier age.

There are striking similarities between Thea Kronborg’s friends and individuals who had
important place in Willa’s life. Thea’s friendship with Spanish Johnny brings her closest to the essential
impulse of the earth. Her relations with Mexican and especially with Spanish Johnny are part of her self-
discovery as an artist. When Thea sings before the Mexicans a “really musical people,” she receives “the
response that such a people can give.” She feels as if “all these warm-blooded people debouched into her”
(The Song of the Lark 151).

Thea’s faithful devoted friend Ray Kennedy, a conductor on a freight train introduces her to the
world outside of Moonstone and nurtures her sense of adventure. From his tales of the Old Mexico and
the Southwest, Thea learns human endeavours and struggle to pull himself up from a primitive to a
civilized creature. Ray Kennedy and Spanish Johnny are drawn from the people whom Willa met during
her first visit to the Southwest.

Thea’s music teacher Herr Wunsch recognizes her talent and knows that “she had both
imagination and a stubborn will, curiously balancing and interpenetrating each other. There was
something unconscious and unawakened about her, that tempted curiosity” (The Song of the Lark 63). He
is modelled after Professor Schindelmeisser who taught music lessons to Willa.

In Chicago, Thea’s piano teacher Andor Harsanyi accidently discovers her beautiful voice which
is her real gift of God to her. The method “Harsanyi adopts in training Thea’s voice recalls Willa Cather’s
literary approach-as expressed in ‘Three American Singers’—from the controlling idea of a piece to the
individual passage, from the larger feeling of intuition to interpretation, from intention to specification”
(Giannone 91). Harsanyi sends her to the voice teacher Madison Bowers. Harsanyi’s recognition of
Thea’s voice is a turning point in her career as an essay upon Thomas Carlyle was in Willa’s life.

Thea’s full awakening occurs in Panther Canyon. Here among the ruins of the ancient dwellings
she understands the true meaning of art. She realizes, “These potsherds were like fetters that bound one to
a long chain of human endeavor” (The Song of the Lark 196). When Willa went to the Southwest she
herself was at a crossroads in her career. During her time of rest she got out completely and regained her
strength and courage. Like Thea, she had a clear vision of what she wanted to do in the future.

Though Willa Cather’s memories of Nebraska provides characters, incidents and settings, opera
singer Fremstad’s childhood and many memories of past also get into the novel. Thea’s hard monotonous
routine as an accompanist and her painful advancement from Moonstone to Chicago is the account of the
singer’s early life and her struggle. But the feelings, emotions and frustration of Thea are Cather’s. Thea
becomes one of the leading sopranos at the Met and now her prototype is Olive Fremstad not Willa. After
singing in Germany for a decade Thea returns like Fremstad. Cather’s passion for opera inspired her to
write a novel about the great Wagnerian soprano Olive Fremstad.
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In Olive Fremstad Willa Cather finds the spirit and determination of the frontier women and her
singing had the originality of the pioneers. In The Song of the Lark, Willa combines her feeling about
Fremstad’s art with her feeling about art and in Thea both these qualities are communicated. The story
reflects Willa’s most positive view of art and the artist’s life. In the story of Thea Kronborg who becomes
a famous opera singer, she has presented an artist as a divine figure and a heroic conqueror. Although she
had an external model for the novel in the person of the opera singer Olive Fremstad, Willa Cather tells
the story of Thea from a personal view point, integrating her own childhood memories and experiences
into the story of the artist’s life. Thus Thea Kronborg’s struggle to become an artist is in a very real sense
Willa Cather’s life as well.
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ABSTRACT

Dalit women have been crushed and humiliated twice firstly, as they belong to a patriarchal
society (gender biasness) and secondly, their birth to a community in the society which is named as
untouchable or the Dalits. The biased social system and patriarch society in common provided them the
lowest place in society. It is well known that Dalits were not allowed to have education because of the
laws of Manu (religious scripture, written for the legitimization of the dominance of the higher castes
over the lower castes), in the case of Dalit women, it becomes more rigid. The Dalit women were
untouchable in Hindu society but they were also neglected in their own families for being women. The
rampant patriarchy and upper caste domination push them to the lowest position of the society. This
paper deals with the pains and sufferings of a Dalit woman as presented by Baby Kamble in her
autobiographical text The Prisons We Broke which portrays a pathetic picture of the Dalit women who
were trapped in between the gender biasness and rigid caste system in the contemporary society.

(Key words: Dalit women autobiographies, dual marginalization, untouchability, patriarchy)

Dalits in India have been marginalized socially, culturally and economically for ages. The caste
system has destroyed the social status of low caste people and has forced them to live a degraded and
humiliating life. They were forced to live as nothing but the two footed animals. The condition of Dalit
women is too humiliating, as they are also considered as impure and polluted due to their caste and
degraded works associated to them. Smita M Patil aptly writes about the social status of Dalit women:

Dalits have been victimized through the structural hierarchy of caste that perpetuates the
ethos of inequality and maintains the segregation of power. Dalits are oppressed,
exploited and discriminated against, and are being methodically erased through graded
inequality at every level. So there is hardly any space for dalit women in either the public
or private sphere. Subjugation of dalit women persists through the obnoxious linkages of
caste, gender and class (Revitalizing Dalit Feminism Towords Reflexive, Anti-Caste
Agency of Mang and Mahar Women in Maharashtra 11-12)

The Dalit women autobiographies are the record of self experiences of pains and sufferings due to
prevailing of untouchability in the Hindu. These works are the narrations which narrate about gender
discrimination, deprivation and social ostracism. These are the depiction of own experiences related to
pains, humiliation and sufferings due to the Brahminical supremacy and men dominance. The women
autobiographers have bitter experiences of deprivation and marginalization due to age-old cultural
traditions. Dr. M. Sreelatha aptly writes about the Dalit women autobiographies:

The writings of Dalit women represent their own experiences, their burning indignation
and protest against the caste and gender discriminations prevalent in the society. Many
Dalit women started awakened and giving literary expression to their sufferings. The
voice of Dalit women is an intense cry for justice. Their autobiographies reflect a burning
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desire for freedom from the clutches of caste, discrimination, and age-old cultural
traditions (Dalit Women Autobiographies: Untold Stories of Anguish 7-8).

Mounika Vurity, in her book ‘Dalit Feminism and Linguistic Distance’, describes the
social condition of Dalit women by comparing them to slaves. She writes:

Dalit women are born twice cursed. The rampant patriarchy and upper caste
domination push them to the lower rungs of the society. The lower class attached to
the aforementioned qualities of Dalit push them even lower placing them on the lowest
possible rung. With socially acceptable sexual harassment meted out to them by the upper
caste men, they live the life of a slave. The slaves get beaten to pulp when they try to
resist the touch of a man at home (Dalit Feminism and Linguistic Distance 14).

When Dalit women became capable for understanding their pitiable condition, they started raising
their voice against this dual humiliation of being untouchables and as women. Rajkumar clearly says how
they started protesting their exploitation in their families. He states:

In some cases, the women would protest against the indifferent attitude of their husbands
towards them. Some of them came to realize that if they remained silent, they would be
further exploited (Dalit Personal Narratives: Reading Caste, Nation and Identity 224).

The Prisons We Broke, which is considered as a milestone in the history of Dalit literature and
believed as the first autobiography written by a Dalit woman, was published in 1986 in Marathi with the
title Jina Amucha. Later, it was translated by Maya Pandit and was published in 2008 in English. The
Prison We Broke expresses the age-old suppression of the Dalits. It narrates about the humiliation due to
caste-based discrimination and inhuman condition of existing Dalit community. Maya Pandit, the
translator of The Prisons We Broke, compares it with other Dalit autobiographies and finds similar to
them as it also depicts the deprived condition of the Dalits. She writes in its introduction:

Like most Dalit autobiographies, The Prisons We Broke is an expression of protest
against the inhuman conditions of existence to which the Hindu caste system has
subjected the Dalit for thousands of years. (Introduction xi)

The Dalit women were treated in humiliating manner. Kamble writes,“These idiotic Mahar
women! Hey you, why do you bring these brats along? They’ll touch things and pollute everything. Tell
them to sit quietly.” (The Prisons We Broke 55)

The experiences related to social ostracism due to patriarchy, as expressed by Kamble are
comparatively bitterer than the caste-based humiliation. The expression of insecurity of Dalit women is
one among the great aspects of Kamble’s personal narrative. The position of Dalit women is full of
sufferings charred by insecurity. Kamble portrays the real condition of Dalit woman in her life story. She
boldly pens how the Dalit woman was victimized of domestic and social violence. She not only depicts
the socio-economical condition of the Dalits but also her acquaintance with the societal and in-house
subjugation of the Dalit women. Kamble records several incidents in her autobiography about the
degraded and pitiable condition of Dalit women. She writes:

In those days, it was the custom to keep women at home, behind the threshold. The
honour enjoyed by a family was in proportion to the restrictions imposed on the women
of the house. When no one could see even a nail of the woman thus confined within the
four walls of the house, then this ‘honour’ became the talk of the town- a byword among
the relatives and friends in the surrounding villages. Then people would tell each other,
how one Pandharinath Mistry kept his wife completely hidden in the house and how even
the rays of the sun did not know her. My father had locked up my aai in his house, like a
bird in a cage (Emphasis mine). Whatever money he earned, he would squander away.
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While his contracts lasted, there would be plenty of food, clothes, and fun. But when he
was out of work, we had to go without food even (The Prisons We Broke 5).

The Dalit women were considered as a personal property of the husband. Kamble remember an
incident when a father asked his son to be proud and firm like his ‘aaja’ who murdered his wife because
she shared a smile with his cousin. She writes about the incident and appalling condition of Dalit women
due to patriarchy, “Once his wife smiled at his cousin. Finished! He lured her with sweet word, took her
to a field and just axed her down.” (The Prisons We Broke 100). As a girl child, they had to be treated
secondary in the regard of status in their families. Kamble again remembers, “The eldest son was the
pride of the house. He would be offered to the deity as vaghya or portraja. Fathers had a lion’s share
preparing their sons for this role.”(The Prisons We Broke 18). The Mahar women had to keep in their
mind that they belonged to some lowly caste and had to respect the higher caste people or they had to face
humiliation. Kamble narrates an incident when a newly wed woman, by mistake, forgot to bow in-front of
the master:

The master would simply explode in rage. He would march straight to the Mahar chawdi,
summon all the Mahars there and kick up a big fuss. “Who, just tell me, who the hell is
that new girl? Doesn’t she know that she has to bow down to the master? Shameless
bitch! How dare she pass me without showing due respect?’(The Prisons We Broke 53).

The Prisons We Broke presents the exploitation of Dalit women in term of ‘sex’ and ‘gender’.
There were innumerable restrictions on Dalit women those can be considered as reasons for their pitiable
condition of domestic and social life. They could not live their life liberally. They were married in their
childhood when they were unable to understand what marriage is. In their in-law's house, they were
considered as slaves and had to face physical torture regularly (The Prisons We Broke 87-95). They were
restricted to their families, children, and husbands. They were prohibited from talking or sharing
something with the other men. If any of Mahar women was found talking with other men; she had to face
social boycott. In some cases, such women were either murdered by her husband or got their noses
chopped. The victimization of Dalit women due to Brahminical conspiracy and patriarchy is clearly
explained by Gopal Guru who wrote the ‘Afterword’ of The Prisons We Broke,

The Prisons We Broke shows, Dalit men did not hesitate in chopping off the nose of
those Dalit women who according to the former failed to abide by the patriarchial norms.
Baby Kamble also describes in her story a Devdasi system, which brings disrespect to
their individual self. In the Devdasi system young Dalit girls are married either to a god
or goddess. This is done for the well-being and survival of a male child (Afterword 166-
67).

Kamble narrates how she, too, was a victim of harassment and torture of her hushand. She writes:

“Once we went to Mumbai to attend a meeting, we travelled in a general compartment
that was very crowded and some young men happened to stare at me. My husband
immediately suspected me and hit me so hard that my nose started bleeding profusely
....The same evening we returned and he was so angry that he kept hitting me in the
train’ (The Prisons We Broke 155).

Dalits, in Maharashtra, were socially ostracised and they had to live a degraded and disgraceful
life. They were socially and economically marginalized and were restricted to a status of two-footed
animals. They were poverty-stricken and their social condition was just like unimportant creatures.
Kamble writes, “Our people in these villages lived in abject poverty. They had absolutely no power, and
yet their hearts were full of kindness and love for each other.”(The Prisons We Broke 49). The Mahar
women had to face double discrimination of biased caste system and patriarchy.

As a conclusion, it can be said that Kamble presents a clear picture of exploitation and sufferings
of Dalit women due to untouchability and patriarchy. It is Dalit movement, led by Dr. Ambedkar, which
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brought changes into their social status and transformed them from beasts to human beings. Kamble finds
the biased principles of the Hindu religion are responsible for their inferior status and inhuman condition;
she suggests to give-up all the biased rituals and traditions based on Hindu customs, otherwise their
condition will remain be beasts like.
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Abstract : Bravely Fought the Queen is a play by Dattani, depicts how women are exploited in the modern society
not only by the surrounding, but also by their spouse and close relatives. Baa, the widower mother of Jiten Trivedy
and Nitin Trivedy and the unnamed mother of Praful and the two sisters Dolly and Alka represent the first
generation. The husband of Baa was a drunkard and he frequently used to beat up Baa . Now, Baa becomes old and
her husband is dead but his remembrance is still affecting her seriously. The mother of Praful and his two sisters
marry for the second time without proper divorce from the first husband and therefore, she is taken as a whore.She
(Baa) forced her son to beat up his pregnant wife. As a result, the baby, Daksha is born deformed prematurely at
seventh month; she represents the third generation of women's victimisation and stands as the symbol of Jiten's
torture on Dolly. For Alka also the suffering is indeed extreme. Her brother, Praful arranges for her marriage to
Nitin. In fact, Nitin and Praful are homosexuals who keep a close sexual relationship. To continue their relationship
he (Praful) lets her sister to suffer throughout her life. Lalitha with her obsessive love for Bonsai. Actually, bonsai
symbolizes these Indian women of India whom the patriarchal society has never given the chance to grow freely.
Her creations of bonsai show that she is also a victim of the society with many unfulfilled wishes and suppressed
feelings and longings since the society does not let her to have them for her being a woman.

Keywords : Victim,Patriarchal ,Oedipus Complex Homosexual,Gay, Bonsai, Claustra phobia, Chauvinistic

Bravely Fought the Queen (1991) is the fourth play of Mahesh Dattani, who has won the prestigious
Sahitya Akademy Award in 1998 for his book of plays, Final Solutions and Other Plays (1994). This play
was first performed at the Sophia Bhabha Hall Mumbai on the 2nd August 1991. In this play, Dattani has
dealt with the status of women in the present Indian society and thereby depicting the victimisation of
women as they had been in the past. It is aninternal tragedy deals with the odds and sufferings of
patriarchal imposition and exploitation over women. All the women characters are especially the women
of Trivedy family in the play suffered by male tyranny and domesticity. There are six female characters in
this play. Among them four is physically present and two other presence is highlighted but not physically
present yet they have the same own story of harassment just like the four present female characters. This
play mainly focuses on six male characters in which two are not physically present. All the male
characters abuse women except Sridhar. The women of physical presence in the play are Baa, the mother
of Jiten Trivedy and Nitin Trivedy, the two sisters of Praful-Dolly and Alka, who are the wives of Jiten
and Nitin respectively and Lalitha, spouse of Sridhar. Sridhar is an employee in the company of Jiten and
Nitin. Daksha, the daughter of Jiten, Dolly, the unnamed mother of Praful, and the two sisters who are not
physically present. The male characters who are physically present in the play are Jiten, Nitin, Sridhar
and Praful .

In this paper, it is discussed with the female characters and how they are exploited in the hands of their
male-counterparts. Baa and Dolly's exploitation is somewhat similar but it is Alka whose suffering and
frustration is due to her hushand's homosexual libido and her brother Praful's deceit of not revealing the
reality of Nitin to her (Pant 2005: 44). This line depicts the exploitation of the three women of the Trivedy
family in the play. The prime character of the play is Baa. The play opens with Baa, the ailing mother of
Jiten and Nitin with white hair and in a white sari as her husband deceased. Through aseries of flashbacks
in the play and her inability to take 'memory' and 'past' out of her mind, we know that her past is tragic
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and she has been the victim of discrimination and tortures of her husband. Baa's husband was a
dominating and violent man who had banned her from singing also used to beat her up repeatedly. He
also ill-treated his sons. His nature towards Baa and their sons was so rude and brutal that she becomes
affected even after the death of her husband whenever she recalls him of making her unable to live in the
present. Thus, she is put in a condition in which she cannot differentiate between the past and the present.
Therefore, she clings to her sons with expectation for what she does not get from her husband. She
unconsciously arouses her sons against their father so that she gets extra favour from them. A very
important thing is that because of the tyranny of her husband, she starts to have hatred for Jiten only
because he has taken after his father in appearance and behaviour and starts loving Nitin in an extreme
and abnormal way for he resembles her in nature and appearance. So, in her elder son, Jiten she sees the
picture of her husband, therefore, she automatically develops an inclination towards her younger son,
Nitin. Her obsession with Nitin, and her craving for love from her sons alienate her and arouse Oedipu
complex in Nitin turning him into a homosexual so that his love for his mother remains the same. Further,
her obsession with her sons and possessiveness over them intrude into the privacy of her daughters-in-
law. Her behaviour of always adhering to her sons and gaining hold over them are to such an extent that
they become intrusion into the married life of the two sisters. She lets Jiten to beat up his wife, Dolly even
at the advanced stage of pregnancy and the result is that their daughter, Daksha is born prematurely at
seventh month. In Nitin's case, she is stopping him from having children. Thus, she while trying to get her
room, which her husband and the society had not given, snatches the room of her daughters-in-law
through intrusionand control over the married lives of her sons. And this unbearable attitude makes her a
patriarch to her daughters-in-law. Thus, it is the injustice, violence and ill behaviour of her hushand
towards her that she unconsciously desires love, support and understanding from her sons. Her inability to
live in the present, and brooding over the past, and remembering past acts of her husband as fresh as it is
happening now, her nature which is a bit deviated from normalcy are all the creations of her husband's
lack of concern for her and his brutal and inhuman acts on her. Her hold over not only on her sons but
also on her daughters-in-law is only an effort to get herself secured and loved by her sons. Indeed, she is
ill-treated and the victimisation is upto the level that she tries to hold control over her sons and daughters-
in- law, her unforgettable and unfortunate past has held control over her.

Doly the eldest of the two sisters of Praful and wife of Jiten. She is portrayed as an isolated woman who
has been hooked in a loveless marriage with an uncaring husband. Jiten marries Dolly not because of any
attraction but only for the sake of the societal norm of marriage. He is neither loyal nor understand her,
he gets his satisfaction of sexual desire from whores instead. He takes the advantage of being under the
category of ‘fortunate sex' where there is no restriction in every aspect of his life. All his sixteen years of
married life, he has taken Dolly out only once and this shows that he is not treating her the way she
deserves. Her husband is there bearing the symbol of patriarchal domination. He used to beat her up for
every petty matter. Her mother-in-law consciously andunconsciously imposing dominance over her and
her sister and exploiting their husbands as the strength and basis of her patriarchy. Then another man who
indirectly has let her suffer is her brother, Praful. He deceives Baa and her sons by making them to think
that his father and the two sisters' father is only one person. The two sisters are the childrenof his mother's
second marriage while he is the child of her first marriage. It is for their being accepted as daughters-in-
law by Baa that he did not tell her the truth that he and his sisters (Dolly and Alka) are not of the same
father (though their mother is same) but Dolly and Alka are in the thought that Baa completely knows
about their parentage. Baa realises this truth at a time when Dolly was pregnant with Daksha that her
(Dolly's) mother married for the second time to a person who was already married. Therefore, society
including Baa takes her as a whore, Dolly is the daughter of that whore, and Baa doubts Dolly to be like
her mother. Therefore, she induces Jiten to beat her up in the advanced stage of pregnancy of seven
months in the thought that the child is not of her son's for she too is being taken as a whore. As a result,
Daksha is born prematurely at seventh month. She is deformed and mentally retarded. Thus, Daksha too,
is victimised. She has a silent presence in the play and stands as the symbol of Jiten's violence and torture
on Dolly. The mother of Dolly and Alka also suffer and her second husband had betrayed her by not
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revealing his identity as an already married man and making her a whore in the eyes of the society. These
two women also suffer because of the norms of the patriarchal society of India. Again, the confrontation
of Dolly with Lalitha when she (Lalitha) comes to her home to discuss the ball hints that her husband has
no value for her existence in his life and there is no desire in him to tell her anything about him and his
office. Thus, in the hands of patriarchy Dolly suffers torture, violence and ill-treatment. Her husband's
lack of concern for her and the loveless marriage results her to have some psychic problem. She is let to
create an imaginary world and live there with imaginary people providing her what she does not get in
reality. She poses herself very cool, calm and happy in her married life but in her it is just opposite. Jiten
has no love for her and Baa is there to aggravate her unhappiness. Praful also deceives her and her sister.
Therefore she creates her own world tobe happy in which she beautifies herself, takes enormous pleasure
in the sweet tune of thumria song from which she gets the ideal love she is longing in her life and
Kanhaiya a character the minds of two sisters have created. So, she suffers not for her own fault but for
Praful. She suffers a lot being a woman. The husband who himself is a cheater and is disloyal to his wife
and who enjoys with whores cannot bear his wife's being a whore, that too is only imposed on her by the
society. It seems that men can never think women as human as they are and they are always victimising
them (women) because they need to show their superiority over them.

Alka is the younger sister of Dolly and wife of Nitin. She suffers from two different hands one from her
brother, Praful and the other from Nitin, her husband. Jiten and Baa are also no less from them in
torturing her.Her brother burnt her hair for returning from school with the neighbour's son on his scooter
instead of walking with Dolly, and she becomes a victim due to this. But in Praful's arrangment of her
marriage to Nitin, we can see that he is only using her to achieve his own end. He has gay relation with
Nitin that he wants her to marry Nitin so that he can continue his affair with Nitin. Thus, he tricks her and
uses her as an instrument to maintain his affair with Nitin and she has to suffer her whole life because of
it. So, Nitin is homosexual and losing himself in the strong arms of Praful. Then how can he be a good
husband to Alka ? Then, we have Baa who does not like her to be her daughter-inlaw because of the same
reason as she doubts Dolly to be a whore. In addition to that, she (Alka) had once claimed and hurted
thechastity of Baa by asking her whether she had different fathers of her two sons for they are so different
in attitude and behaviour. Nitin is homosexual and further it is under her (Baa's) control to let Nitin have
his children or not. Baa does not want him to have children. Thus, she is not made a mother. There is no
happiness in the married life of Alka. But she is blamed for being childless that she is not perfect as a
woman. We can quote Alka's lament from the play:

You (Baa) know why | can't have children. You won't let me. That's why (Dattani 2000: 284).

We are told that Nitin is Baa's favourite. Jiten and Nitin hope that the house will be left to Nitin. But it is
not so, it is left to Daksha and Praful is made the trustee. She chooses Daksha because she bears the
greatest guilt in making her a handicap. Again, Praful is chosen as trustee because she thinks that it is
only Praful who loves Daksha truly. Moreover, she also wants to compensate for the shame she had given
to him regarding the two sisters' father. But Jiten and Nitin do not have much idea about these feelings of
Baa. So, they think that it is Nitin's marriage with Alka, which shocks Baa and instigates her to leave the
house to Daksha with Praful as trustee. Daksha's being the heir to the house does not bother them but they
can not bear Praful's being the trustee. Here, we will consider the following words of Nitin to his mother.

“Baa, this is important. Will you give me the house if I send her back for good this time?”” (Dattani 2000
: 302).

A point that can be considered here is the room given by Nitin to his wife. To him, the house counts more
than his own wife. For the sake of the house he is ready to throw her out of the house for she is of no
importance to him. To add the ill-treatment of Nitin to Alka, Jiten is there. Regarding the heir to the
house, Jiten's treatment towards Alka in Act I1l is rude. It is shown that he does not bother what happens
to Alka if she is in the way of their having the house. He has taken Alka only as a commodity, which can
be taken off if it comes out to be an obstacle in his way. Thus, Alka suffers severely. She is childless; she
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lacks decency and qualities of an ideal wife. Further, she is an alcoholicand thus an immoral woman. But
it is her brother, her husband, and her brother-in-law who urge her to be such a woman. The faulty and
guilty persons are themselves but instead of them Alka suffers. She is victimised up to the extent that she
is turned into a very different facet from herself.

Thus, all Trivedy women suffer from male domination. They do not get what they deserve. The
exploitation and tyrannical acts towards them are quite intense and it seems that Baa, Dolly and Alka all
have some abnormality and deviation from their present life-hovering in reverie, sustained lingering on
memory and creating their own imaginary world where they fancy anything they aspire to have in real
life. Indeed they are severely victimised. Lalitha, the outsider and the wife of Sridhar is different from the
three Trivedy women and she represents a kind of normality that the three Trivedy women do not possess.
Her presence is contrary to the position of Dolly and Alka. She is in a place a bit safer and better than that
of Trivedi women and we can say that her position is much higher and free from that of them. Domestic
life, where Trivedi women have to live is not the world where she is to confine too. She has a room in the
outside world where men run their life. She has her part to decide whether they (she and her husband)
should have children or not. However, it is still doubtful whether she is getting enough freedom in our
patriarchal society. She does not suffer in the hands of Sridhar, but suffers in the hands of society. She
still has something which the society does not provide with for her being a woman and which she tries to
seek in her obsessive love for her bonsais. The bonsais' bizarre shape, the grotesque look are the objective
representation of the mental conditions of the different female characters in the play who try to escape
from the frustration of their claustrophobia.

“Alka seeks a consolation in alcohol. Dolly develops a fascination for Kanhaiya, the cook while the
obsession of Lalitha transmutes her passion for bonsais” (Agrawal 2008: 73).

She too has something in her as the Trivedy women do. She too longs for something the society does not
give. Her passion for growing bonsais symbolically reflects her own mindset. The wiring and trimming
she subjects to the growing plants may be the representation of the control and restriction she has done to
her own life. The dead shoot means that she has many suppressed or unfulfilled desires and aspirations as
a result of the male-dominated society, though not directly. In the play, not much is dealt with Lalitha, but
it is highlighted that she also has areas where she thinks that she is being suppressed, neglected and
dominated. She does not suffer to the extent of Trivedy women. But, she too is a victim. Her obsession
with the bonsais is the reflection of it. She might have not suffered in the hands of Sridhar but there is the
society, the male-tyrannized one which does not even allow her to return home by herself from Dolly's
house. Thus, she too suffers and she reflects her sufferings through her creations of the bonsais that she
herself is also a bonsai as all Indian women are in the hands of men and their patriarchy.

Thus, Indian women are still under domination and oppression that the long sustained patriarchy is still
going on and will be going on and on for men are not going to get themselves reformed. The subjugation,
the torture or the way our women suffer may be different but the age-old system of dominance over
women by men will never come to an end and they are and will always be victims in our male
chauvinistic society.
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ABSTRACT:

A goal of gender equality is achieved when all citizen of country whether men or women, enjoy the equal rights in
across every field. A hot debate had been seen recently in past year on triple-talaq issue, and found that there is need
of uniform civil code, because it makes gender discrimination. On taking inspiration from that, researcher going to
throw some light on another issue which is plainly discriminatory law, i.e. “Law on Adultery in India”.

Adultery — in general means — “Voluntary sexual intercourse between a married person and someone other than the
person’s spouse, who is not the husband and without the consent of him.”

In India, in the era of women empowerment where women wants equal status like men, on the issue of ‘Law on
Adultery’ Adulterous wife (woman) is absolutely free from criminal liability and only man who has sexual
intercourse with the married woman shall be consider as a accused of the offence. Even though, the adulterous
woman shall not be liable as an abettor for the offence. This made major discrimination between men and women.
Only the husband of adulterous wife can file the case against the man made sexual intercourse without the consent
of him, who is believe not her husband, but, the same right shall not be provides to the wife of adulterous man that
she can sue on her hushand and not against the adulterous woman who slept with her husband.

In foreign nation, the offence of adultery is consider as decriminalized or most of the countries remove the gender
equality and made both man and woman equally liable. But, in India this penal law still continues with gender
discrimination. Neither judiciary giving much response as found in previous cases nor the legislature wants to take
much stress to make amendment in this law.

Recently, the view of apex court in India and eminent lawyers got change and wants either to omit this law or to
make amendment because it is irrational, one side recognizing Live-in-relationship and other side punishing only
man for the offence in which both enjoy the sexual intercourse moment. Now, it is the time to get to reviews these
discriminatory penal laws so that, our quest can reach on its goal of gender equality.

Key words:  Adultery; Discrimination; Married; Decriminalization.

The goal of gender equality is achieved when every citizen of country whether men or women, enjoy the
equal right in across in every field. A hot debate had been seen recently in past year on triple-talaq issue
where found that there was need of Uniform Civil Code, because it makes gender discrimination. It
inspired me to throw some light on another plainly discriminatory law in India. Yes, | am going to pay
attention of all towards ‘the law on adultery in India’.

Adultery — The term adultery has its origin from latin term “adulterium” which means a voluntary
sexual action taken by married person with another person whether married or unmarried.

In general, it means voluntary Sexual Intercourse by a married person with a person who in not their
spouse.

Black’s Law Dictionary defines:- ‘Adultery’— “Voluntary Sexual intercourse between a married person
and someone other than the person’s spouse”. — in some terminology it is also termed as “Spouse
Breach”.
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LAW ON ADULTERY IN INDIA

Position before enactment of Indian penal Code: In India, if we look back, it finds wonder that before the
enactment of Indian Penal Code, adultery was not the offence. It was not included in the first draft of
penal code; it was added by second law commission.t

At that time it finds that wife was under social condition to accept her husband’s adulterous relationship
and polygamy was common culture. She neither felt humiliated nor get shock. Because she already living
in humiliated and oppressive conditions within the family.?

The view on ‘Adultery’ under Indian penal Code, 1860, “Chapter XX — Of offence relating to marriage”
Section 497 — Adultery * -- It unequivocally states that — ‘the adulterous wife’ is absolutely free person
from criminal liability. She is not be punished for abetting the offence. The law presumes that “Wife” is a
hapless victim of the offence. She does not in role of abettor; promoter; perpetrator; seducer; or an
accomplice thereof. The “Victim’ of this offence is married man of that adulterous wife; within ‘Crime
against Marriage’.

Besides this, also looks Section 198 * of the code of Criminal Procedure, 1973 states that — a court allow
to takes cognizance of adultery when the aggrieved husband make a ‘complaint’.

Above both sections which are dealing with the offence of adultery are under criminal law. In India, the
offence of adultery is also major ground of divorce under section 13 of the Hindu Marriage Act, 1955.

GROUNDS OF DISCRIMINATION

1. The law on adultery in India takes back to the times when women were considered as property of
their husbands. So, if a man sleeps with the property of another man, how dare he do this?
But, a married woman cannot challenge another woman for same act, that how dare she sleep
with her husband, not at previous time not even today? — As present position states.

2. Discrimination against Woman — only married man (aggrieved husband) can file a complaint of
adultery against a man with whom his wife allegedly made relationship.
But, for same offence, the right is not provided to women, neither, against another married
woman, nor, against her husband. — If accused is married.

3. Discrimination against Man — Man will be prosecuted for the offence of adultery, if he made sexual
intercourse with married woman.

1 Pillai’s, P.S.A. “Criminal Law” twelfth edition, 2014, lexis Nexis, page 550.

2 Ibid supra 1

3 Section 497 of 1.P.C. states “Whoever has sexual intercourse with a person who is and whom he knows or has
reason to believe to be the wife of another man, without the consent or connivance** of that man, such sexual
intercourse not amounting to the offence of rape, is guilty of the offence of adultery, and shall be punished with
imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to five years, or with fine, or with both. In such
case, the wife shall not be punishable as an abettor.”
** Connivance: Connivance is the willing consent to a conjugal offence, or a culpable acquiescence in a course
of conduct reasonably likely to lead to the offence being committed. It is an act of the mind, it implies
knowledge and acquiescence. As a legal doctrine, connivance has its source and its limits in the principle
volenti non fit injuria, a willing mind; this is all that is necessary. Connivance is a figurative expression
meaning a voluntary blindness to some present act or conduct, to something going on before the eyes, or
something which is known to be going on without any protest or desire to disturb or interfere with it.

4 Prosecution for the offences against marriage — (1) No Court shall take cognizance of an offence punishable
under Chapter XX of the Indian Penal Code (45 of 1860) except upon a complaint made by some person
aggrieved by the offence. **[for more detail see section 198 of Cr.P.C.,1973]
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But, married women cannot be prosecuted for had a sexual intercourse with a married man
who is not her husband.

4. Neither Man can sue his own wife for the offence of adultery, nor can woman sue her own husband
for same offence.

5. The major discrimination in the eyes of law is that — adulterous woman cannot consider as an

abettor for the offence of adultery, the blame is made only on the man.
It make adulterous woman innocent and adulterous man as a offender (criminal) while both
enjoyed the moment of sexual intercourse relationship with their mutual consent of each other.
— Even though the adulterous woman who is living in adulterous condition can voluntary continue it
because she knows that she will never be punished.

6. Another major discrimination is that — if a married woman has sexual intercourse with multiple men;
all those are liable to be charge of offence by the husband of that adulterous woman except herself.
But, on the other hand, if the husband made sexual intercourse with several married or unmarried
women, his wife cannot take any action against him.

JUDICIAL ATTITUDE TOWARDS THE LAW ON ADULTERY

After independence and constitution of India enforced a big change was made in the social status of
women. The women in post independence era seems to be a property of man, gets individual identity with
dignitary status. She also got equal rights as man got, which derives from our supreme law. But
unfortunately, the penal law was adopted as it is.

In year 1951, challenge comes before the court in case Yusuf Abdul Aziz V/s The State ® Yusuf states that
— Section 497 of Indian penal code is an unconstitutional, as it in contravention with Article 14 ¢ and 157
of the constitution. It creates inequality between man and woman, by making only man responsible for
this offence. He further argued — it discriminates on the ground of sex (gender), by favoring women and
against man. But, the court held that — the alleged discrimination was saved under the provision of Article
15 of the constitution which permits the state to make any special provision for women and children.

Yusuf & further reached to apex court in appeal where he argued that — the offence of adultery could only
be committed by a man, and law provides safeguard to the adulterous woman by not punishing her as an
abettor, it offended the spirits of equality enshrined in Article 14 & and 15 (3) of Indian Constitution.
This immunity assured to the adulterous woman for her willing participation in the adulterous activity. He
said that, this amount to a sort of licence to woman to commits and abets the offence of adultery.

Unfortunately, yusuf lost the case his interpretation of section 497 of IPC did not impressed the
constitutional bench. Apex court responded: “we are not unable to read as such restriction into the clause;
nor are we able to agree that a provision which prohibits punishment is tantamount to a licence to
commits the offence of which punishment has been prohibited.®

Again after three decades challenge comes infront of apex court in case Sowmitri Vishnu v/s Union of
India and another 1° Petitioner stated before the court that — section 497 of IPC, being contrary to Article
14 and 15 of the constitution, it makes an irrational classification between woman and man. She raises:

> AIR 1951 Bomb 470

& Article 14. Equality before law.—The State shall not deny to any person equality before the law or the equal
protection of the laws within the territory of India.

" Article 15 (3). Prohibition of discrimination on grounds of religion, race, caste, sex or place of birth.—
Nothing in this article shall prevent the State from making any special provision for women and children.

8 Yusuf Abdul Aziz V/s The State of Bombay 1954 AIR 321 : 1954 SCR 930

% Ibid supra 6

10" AIR 1985 SC 1618 : 1985 Supp SCC 137.
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(1) It confers upon the husband the right to prosecute the adulter but it does not confer a
corresponding right upon the wife to prosecute the woman with whom her husband has
committed adultery.

(i) It does not confer any right on the wife to prosecute the husband who has committed adultery
with another woman.

(iii) It does not take in its ambit the case where the husband has sexual relations with unmarried
woman, with the result that the husbands have a free licence under the law to have extra marital
relationship with unmarried woman.**

She argued that such provision is premised on gender discrimination in contravention of gender equality
which is guaranteed by the Indian constitution.

Unfortunately, same happens again the Supreme Court rejected these arguments with strict interpretation
and ruled that — this offence does not infringe any constitutional provisions. It is commonly accepted that
it is the man who is seducer and not the woman, and said that section 497 does not contains provision for
hearing wife; therefore it is not violation of Article 21.

But court also further observed that — position may have undergone some change over the years, that
women may have started seducing the man but it is for the legislature to take note of this transformation
and section 497 appropriately.?

After passing three years another challenge comes in case V. Revathi v/s Union of India ** the petitioner
stated that — the Law on Adultery creates a disability for a wife to file case against the cheating hushand.
Petitioner also challenged the constitutional propriety of section 198 (2) read with section 198 (1) of
Cr.P.C. which made discrimination between men and women.

Apex Court held that — “It is legislature to make change in the provision of section 497 to deals with ‘an
Outsider’ to the matrimonial unit who invades the peace and privacy of the matrimonial unit.”

Supreme Court further observed that — “The community punishes the ‘outsider’ who breaks into the
matrimonial home and occasion the violation of sanctity of the matrimonial tie by developing an illicit
relationship with one of the spouses subject to the rider that the erring ‘man’ alone can be punished and
not the erring woman. ... There is thus reverse discrimination in ‘favour of’ the women rather than
‘against her’. The law does not envisage the punishment of any of the spouse at te instance of each other
and helded that there is no discrimination against the women in so far as she is not permitted to prosecute
her husband.**

It is obvious that no adultery can be committed unless a woman is a consent partner. Court on its
perception states — a man can be “an outsider” who invades the peace and privacy of the matrimonial unit
and to poison the relationship between the unfaithful wife and her husband. “An Outsider woman” can
also like ‘an outsider man’ be do the same act, by invading the matrimonial peace and privacy.

Recently, couple of month back a Kerala based activist file a petition to the Supreme Court and raised the
issue. And five judge constitutional bench of Supreme Court decided to revisit the criminal law of 19"
century keeping in mind social progression, gender equality and sensitivity, to decide the women can be
punished for adultery in India. But still remains stand on its previous verdict. Apex court asked
parliament to amend the law and stand of government.

LEGISLATIVE RESPONSE IN INDIA

11 Mishra, S.N. “Indian Penal Code” 13" ed. 2005 CLP page 711.
12 |bid supra 11

13 AIR 1988 SC 835.

14 Ibid supra 13.
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The fifth law commission in the year 1971 recommended that — “the exemption of the wife from
punishment must be removed from IPC”, it further recommends — imprisonment for five year terms is
‘unreal and not called for in any circumstances and wants to reduce to two years. But, ‘the Joint Select
Committee’ substitutes the previous law as it is. Both jointly tried to ensure equality of the sexes. Due to
the dissolution of the Lok Sabha in the year 1978, the amendment bill got lapsed. However, neither ‘the
law commission’ nor ‘the select committee has shown and sensitivity to the gender equality.

In year 1997, the fourteen law commission in its 156™ report on Indian Penal Code suggested to revised
section 497 of 1.P.C. and also in section 198 (2) of Cr.P.C.

FOREIGN PERSPECTIVE ON ADULTERY

In Jammu & Kashmir state, on which India claims its land but the IPC is not enforced there. It is ‘Ranbir
Penal Code.” (Penal Law of J&K) ** which keeps its enforcement. It seems more progressive. Here finds
gender equality on ‘law on adultery’ it doesn’t discriminates between man and women. It penalized
spouse on the offence of adultery in equal manner.1®

On checking the law of adultery in different countries we find that most of the European nations have
decriminalized it. In U.S. there are some states which do not punish adultery and in some states both are
guilty of the offence. And in some other western countries keeping the gender equality view considers
both are guilty of the offence and made punishable. Such as, England, France, Germany. In some Islamic
countries the views were as a heinous crime and both are subjected to severe punishment and punishment
may extend to the death sentence. Such as, in Saudi Arabia, Iran, Egypt, Somalia and Pakistan. In
Philippines, married woman is held liable not a husband. In Malaysia, Singapore and Hong Kong adultery
is not an offence they abolished from their penal law.

CONCLUSION

The issue of gender equality has always been the focus of debates and discussion as it is challenging our
fundamental societal system. Since Indian Penal Code was enforced on our land, 156 years time had been
passed and law on adultery still living in its old times where women are consider as property of men.

I have the different opinion from the Supreme Court verdict in past on ‘Law on Adultery’. This law
discriminates equal mutual rights between the spouses; it protects the right of husband and not of wife.
While both are married then obligation of criminal wrong should be equal on both married couple. In
progressive perspective it is time to change the assumption that a wife was a hapless or passive victim of
adultery. She is perpetrator or playing the active role of accomplice.

To make pragmatic approach, recently, the view of Judge of Apex Court in India and eminent lawyers got
change and wants either to omit this law or make amendment because it is irrational, one side recognizing
Live-in-relationship and other side punishing only man for the offence in which both (man and woman)
enjoy the sexual intercourse moment. So, the existing gender discriminatory penal ‘Law on Adultery’
requires fluxes of changes with a serious relook and revision, so that, society a head progressively and our
guest can reach on its goal of gender equality. Now in ‘contemporary social transformation era’, to assure
the gender equality and the spirits of our constitution, time is, knocking itself so that, “India become
ADULT on LAW ON ADULTERY”.

15 “Ranbir Penal Code’ Section 497. Adultery. — Whoever has sexual intercourse with a person who is and whom
he knows or has reason to believe to be the wife of another man, without the consent or connivance of that man,
such sexual intercourse not amounting to the offence of rape, is guilty of the offence of adultery, and shall be
punished with imprisonment of either description for a term which may extend to [five years], or with fine, or with
both. In such case the wife shall be punishable as an abettor.

16 |bid supra 10.
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SUGGESTION

1. The law of adultery should be omitted or make it decriminalized because it shown that women
even in the era of empowerment consider as a property of their husband. They neither have
their emotion, not they will live by their own way. All time they have to follows the limitations
which husband decides, which made inferior never equal.

If does not wants to omit then make amendment within it:

2. To remove discrimination, insert the word “spouse”, so that both men and women come under
the criminal liability for the same conduct.

3. ‘Right to sue’ also given to the wife of accused (adulterous man). So that, she shall file the case
against her husband as well as against the adulterous woman (whether married or unmarried).

4. Right to file case against own wife must be given to the husband whose wife is living in adultery,
(as provides against accused) so that, she also fall under the criminal liability.

5. The proposal for reform deserves immediate attention of legislature to assure gender equality.
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6.
GREAT BEGINING OF CASHLESS INDIA

Dr. Praveen Ojha
Prof. and Head
Faculty Of Commerce
Dr. Bhagwat Sahai Govt. College, Gwalior

Cashless India is a term coined recently after the Union government went ahead with its plans to
demonetize currency note. Cashless India is a move that has assumed significance in the backdrop of
demonetisation of high value currency by the NDA government at the Centre. On November 8, 2016,
Prime Minister Narendra Modi announced demonetisation of currency notes of Rs 500 and Rs 1000 and
took the people by surprise. People standing in spiralling queues at ATMs and banks’ counters to
exchange their old currency notes or withdraw cash became a familiar scene across the country.Initially, it
led to severe criticism as people faced great difficulties in exchanging the old currency notes or
withdrawing cash from their accounts.Even the RBI has also recently unveiled unveiled a document —
“Payments and Settlement Systems in India: Vision 2018” — setting out a plan to encourage electronic
payments and to enable India to move towards a cashless society or economy in the medium and long
term.

However, after the demonetisation of the currency notes of Rs 500 and Rs 1,000, the country has
witnessed a surge in cashless transactions through the digital mode, be it through credit/debit cards,
mobile phone applications, Unified Payments Interface (UPI), BHIM (Bharat Interface for Money) app
under Aadhaar Enabled Payment System (AEPS) or e-wallets etc.

The move was initially portrayed by the Indian government as a way to combat undeclared income held
privately by entities, outside of the country’s banking system, but when the move encountered criticism,
the government changed the PR spin, reframing it into an effort to make India go cashless. In hindsight,
this was a good reframe of the exercise, because it shifted focus from the troubled execution of the
demonetization exercise to an India of the future where transactions are digital (read: ‘easy’), and
accounted for.

The payments banks offer interesting competition to the traditional banks because of the profile of
companies that have received these licenses. Two such prominent licensees are the Indian telecom giant,
Airtel (founded in 1995, $14.5 billion revenues in 2016), and the e-wallet + online payment facilitator
PayTM (founded in 2010, valued by some sources at $1 billion, in its latest fund-raise, with controlling
ownership held by Alibaba’s parent company).

What’s happening with Payments Banks?

A Payments Bank is an entity sanctioned by the Reserve Bank of India (India’s central banking institution
which controls the country’s monetary policy) that will allow customers to open accounts and will accept
(as of the printing of this article) deposits up to INR 100,000. These banks may not give out loans or
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credit cards, but they can provide services like debit cards and ATM withdrawals, along with net and
mobile banking

When PayTM launches its payments bank, it will cannibalize a part of its own e-wallet business — for
example, transacting with a merchant using the payment bank account will eliminate the e-wallet
transaction fee that PayTM previously imposed when the merchant or consumer tried to withdraw their e-
wallet balance back into their bank accounts. It also impacts new customer acquisition for point-of-sale
card swipe terminals which required the merchants to rent the actual hardware, have an internet
connection, as well as pay a fee of about 2 percent of the transaction value to the banks offering the
machines and to the card-issuing entity (Visa/Mastercard/Amex).

In offering the services of a bank, PayTM and Airtel will have to continue to provide a sense of trust to
their target market — trust that they aren’t disappearing anytime overnight (even though the regulatory
provisions already ensure that such a thing cannot happen) as well as trust that they are accessible, and
not just a virtual storefront. Airtel has an advantage in that its thousands of retail outlets, spread across the
country, where customers buy SIM cards, recharge their pre-paid voice and data plans etc, can double up
as Airtel Payment Bank counters where a customer can create an account or withdraw money. Sitting in a
busy part of Bangalore, | find that Airtel has 30 such payment points within a 2 mile radius of my
location. A smaller city, with a quarter of Bangalore’s population, like Faridabad, has 60 of these.

How did demonetization impact retail transactions?

When demonetization struck, they quickly adopted PayTM’s e-wallet as a way to continue serving their
customers. These merchants would have a QR code issued by PayTM that allowed their customers to scan
the code, find the specific merchant listed on PayTM and instantly transfer money from their e-wallet to
that of the merchant. The fact that the country was starved of paper currency for a period of nearly three
months while the new notes were being printed pushed a large number of end-consumers as well into
adopting e-wallets like PayTM to transact, closing the merchant-customer loop.As a result, PayTM added
millions of new subscribers within days of the demonetization initiative, with villages and towns of
populations under 100,000 now contributing to 20 percent of PayTM’s revenue, compared to 2 percent
prior to demonetization. The company estimates to have facilitated 200 million transactions of nearly
$750 million in the month of January alone.

Why a cashless society 2 LT P
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Benefits of cashless India

e Cashless transaction does away with any hassle to carry cash.
It is in keeping with the worldwide trend. People need not carry any cash in various countries
around the world as most of the transactions there are done electronically.

e In digital transactions, you can view history of your expenses at one go which helps you to
manage your budget easily.
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e Since cashless transactions are traceable, they invite payment of taxes, wherever applicable, thus
ruling out use of black money.

e As tax collections become easy through the cashless mode, it accelerates the pace of economic
development, making it easier for the government to spend on education, health care,
employment generation, infrastructure and the overall welfare of the people.

e Increased tax collections lead to reduction and simplification of the tax structure.

e Transfer of monetary benefits to the poor and the needy through bank transfer rules out their
exploitation by the unscrupulous middle men.

e Cashless transactions deal a body blow to counterfeit currency or distribution of black money
through Hawala channels. It also cuts the supply of unaccounted money used in funding of
criminal and terrorist activities.

e It saves the government substantial costs in printing and circulation of currency notes.

e Increased liquidity of money with the banks makes them lower their interest rates puts the huge
amounts of cash deposited with them to some productive use.

Steps taken by RBI and Government to discourage use of cash

e Licensing of Payment banks

e Government is also promoting mobile wallets.Mobile wallet allows users to instantly send
money, pay bills, recharge mobiles, book movie tickets, send physical and e-gifts both online and
offline. Recently, the RBI had issued certain guidelines that allow the users to increase their limit
to Rs 1,00,000 based on a certain KYC verification

e Promotion of e-commerce by liberalizing the FDI norms for this sector.

e Government has also launched UPI which will make Electronic transaction much simpler and
faster.

e Government has also withdrawn surcharge, service charge on cards and digital payments

Digital payments methods

The Digital India programme is a flagship programme of the Government of India with a vision to
transform India into a digitally empowered society and knowledge economy. “Faceless, Paperless,
Cashless” is one of professed role of Digital India. As part of promoting cashless transactions and
converting India into less-cash society, various modes of digital payments are available. These mode are:

AEPS UPI Mobile Wallet:

Banks Pre-paid Cards Point of Sale Internet Banking Mobile Banking Micro ATMs
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KEY BARRIERS TO DIGITAL PAYMENTS
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Challenges in making India a cashless economy

e Availability of internet connection and financial literacy.

e Though bank accounts have been opened through Jan Dhan Yojana, most of them are lying un
operational. Unless people start operating bank accounts cashless economy is not possible.

e There is also vested interest in not moving towards cashless economy.

o India is dominated by small retailers. They don’t have enough resources to invest in electronic
payment infrastructure.

e The perception of consumers also sometimes acts a barrier. The benefit of cashless transactions is
not evident to even those who have credit cards. Cash, on the other hand, is perceived to be the
fastest way of transacting for 82% of credit card users. It is universally believed that having cash
helps you negotiate better.

e Most card and cash users fear that they will be charged more if they use cards. Further, non-users
of credit cards are not aware of the benefits of credit cards.

e Indian banks are making it difficult for digital wallets issued by private sector companies to be
used on the respective bank websites. It could be restrictions on using bank accounts to refill
digital wallets or a lack of access to payment gateways. Regulators will have to take a tough stand
against such rent-seeking behavior by the banks.

Conclusion and Recommendations

As with any economy, competition in the marketplace simply means more choice for the customer, and a
plethora of incentives to attract them. India is going to see more such carrots dangled for each customer
from both, the traditional banks that are cash-rich and the new players who will either subsidize the
incentives from their other businesses, like Airtel will, or will use VC money to provide short-term
incentives, as | predict PayTM will.This is mostly a good thing — it will even spawn a number of
industries, services and middlemen, ranging from online aggregators of banking products to help the end
customer choose, to mobile phones optimized to facilitate these transactions (imagine phones that open
the banking apps only if they were unlocked using the same biometric authentication provided when
opening the bank account) to local touts helping the technologically-challenged navigate the world of
banking apps.

This is the churning of an economy, and it’s a strong, albeit short term, signal of growth. What might not
be as great is when the banks (payment or traditional) inevitably try to recover the monies they spent in
acquiring customers, down the line, through all of the methods at their disposal whether it be dropping
interest rates on deposits, charging fees for previously ‘free’ services, or lending at higher rates. Until
then, the customer is going to have red carpets rolled out willy-nilly and I won’t begrudge us enjoying it
while it lasts.

e Open Bank accounts and ensure they are operationalized.
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e Abolishment of government fees on credit card transactions; reduction of interchange fee on card
transactions; increase in taxes on ATM withdrawals.

e Tax rebates for consumers and for merchants who adopt electronic payments.

Making Electronic payment infrastructure completely safe and secure so that incidents of Cyber
crimes could be minimized and people develop faith in electronic payment system.

o Create a culture of saving and faith in financial system among the rural poor.

e The Reserve Bank of India too will have to come to terms with a few issues, from figuring out
what digital payments across borders means for its capital controls to how the new modes of
payment affect key monetary variables such as the velocity of money.

o RBI will also have to shed some of its conservatism, part of which is because it has often seen
itself as the protector of banking interests rather than overall financial development.

e The regulators also need to keep a sharp eye on any potential restrictive practices that banks may
indulge in to maintain their current dominance over the lucrative payments business.
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7.
KANTHAPURA AS A PORTRAIT GALLERY

Mrs. Arpana Gaur
Asstt.Professor of English
Govt Hamidia Arts and Commerce P.G. College, Bhopal M.P.

Raja Rao is todays regarded as one of the greatest of the indo-Anglian novelists. That is a great
achievement considering his meager output.His first novel Kanthapura, appeared in 1938 and his next
novel, The Serpent and the Rope, twenty two years later in 1960. His third novel, The Cat and
Shakespeare, appeared in 1965. His total outputs amounts to no more than a thousand pages in print. Yet
by the quality of his writing he has placed the Indo-Anglian novel on the world map and achieved
international fame and recognition. As Narsimhaiah has said , one is amaged at the “range of life as well
as the levels of consciousness he has brought in to the novel form, along with the creation of a suitable
medium for his concerns which are at once timeless and temporal, metaphysical and social, immediately
local but also international, so as to enlarge the frontiers of the fictional form itself and justlfy the name of
an innovator in modern Indian fiction, which thanks largely to him, more than any other single writer, has
been ushered in to the mainstream of twentieth century literature.”l “Kanthapura is a portrait
gallery”.2This statement is very true. Kanthapura has a large number of characters and they are all
delineated briefly with a few deft touches. The result is that the novel really looks like a portrait gallery of
living, breathing men and women.

In Kanthapura Raja Rao’s intention was to describe a mass movement. So he has not placed
emphasis on individuals. He has not created a great hero or heroine. Kanthapura, the whole village
including all its people is the hero of the novel. In order to describe a mass movement he introduced a
large number of characters, most of them minor ones. But he has such a wonderful capacity to create
living beings that he is able to delineate a character in a line or two and we feel that he is a living person.
Even persons whom he has described in a few words linger in our memory long after we have finished
reading the novel. In the foreground there are a number of major characters with a large number of minor
characters in the background. They are drawn from all sections of village society- the Brahmins, the
weavers, the potters, the Shudras and the pariahs.

Moorthy: Mahatma Gandhi is the great inspirer of the movement but he does not appear before us in the
novel. He is like God who is worshiped from a distance and cannot be seen. But we see Moorthywho is
Gandhi’s true follower. He is a very good man. He gave up his studies in order to devote himself whole
heartedly to the national cause. He practices all aspects of Gandhiji,s principles. The villagers call him,”
our Moorthy” and cheerfully take part in the programmes chalked out by him. He is the village Gandhi.
But he is not given the position of the heroof the novel. He is not over-idealized. He does not believe in
the caste-system. He believes that Brahmins and Pariahs are alklequal.He does not give up his pariah
business even when it causes the death of his mother. But some consciousness of being a Brahmin- some
prejudice against the pariahs persisats in his mind.This becomes clear when he visits Rachanna’s house
one day. In the past he had always talked to the pariahs from the gutter-slab. On this occasion Rachanna’s
wife invites him to come inside the house and sit there. But he is very uneasy. He smells the stench of
hide and the stench of pickled pigs, and the roof seems to shake and all the gods and all the manes of
heaven seem to cry out against him and his hands steal mechanically to the holy thread and holding it, he
feels he would like to say, “Hari Om- HariOm”ButRachanna’s wife has come with a little milk in a
shining brass tumbler. .... “ touch it Moorthappa, touch it only as though it were offered to the gods and
we shall be sanctified” and Moorthy with many trembling prayer, touches the tumbler and bring it to his
lips and taking one sip, lays it aside.”3 So, we are sure that Moorthy is not a good or a superman but a
good human being having many virtues and some failings.
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Contrasting Characters: Raja Rao has presented sets of contrasting characters. The Gandhians like
Moorthy, Range Gowda and their followers are contrasted with the anti-Gandhians like Bhatt, Swami,
Bade Khan and others. Venkammas Virulence and meaness are contrasted with Rangamma’s
graciousness, indulgence for the enemy and lofty ideals of disinterested service to society. Ratna, a girl of
fifteen years also has qualities that contrast her with Venkamma. Advocate Shankar’s adherence to
Gasndhism is in sharp contrast with the loose life of Advocate Scenappa. The first Brahmin Bhatt, is
contrasted with a true Brahmin like Ramkrishnaya.

Tell-tale nicknames: In order to fix the characters in our minds Raja Rao fixes labels on them. Some of
the labels depend on the houses where the people live. Thus we have corner house Moorthy, Kannaya-
House people (Rangamma and family), Fig-tree House, Front-house Akamma and Temple Rangappa.
Some nicknames are based on the habits of the persons. Thus Venkamma, whose tongue is always
wagging, is called ‘waterfall Venkamma’. He also speaks of nose-scratching Nanjamma. Many of the
names are based on the appearance of the persons concerned. Thus we have gold- bangle Somanna, pock-
marked Sidda, Trumpet Lingaya, one eyed Linga, left-handed Chenna and gap-toothed son-in-law. Other
prefixes indicate the profession of the person concerned. Thus we have coffee-planter Ramayya,
PatwariNanjundia, Cardamom-field Ramchandra, Rice-pounding Ranjamma, Beadle Timmaya,
Postmaster Suryanarayan and Patel Range Gowda. We can easily remember all of them because of the
prefixes and nicknames.

Female Characters:-There are many female characters in this novel. They ferform three functions:

1-“Devotional to God:The women are all great devotees of God. Their goddess is Kenchamma. They all
go to the temple to worship, to hear Harikathas and to sing Bhajans.

2-They are Kitchen Queens: When Rangappa and Ratna organize a women’s sevika force, the husband
complain that the women are neglecting their household duties. Rangamma then tells them that they must
not neglect the kitchen, as that is their main duty.

3- Every woman is an embodiment of Shakti or Power: When the movement starts, the women are
possessed by an indomitable spirit and they undergo all the sufferings with a smile on their lips. In the
struggle they lose their hands; their houses and all their possessions are burnt. But they have no regrets.
They are still for the Mahatma and they are full of faith and hope.”4

Unforgettable characters: Raja Rao has described dozens of characters in this novel and they are so well
depicted that we can never forget them. Can we ever forget “Ironship Imam Khan, gun in hand” and fire
in his eyes” who escorts the Satyagrahis. Range Gowda remains” a tigerandMoorthy a noble cow.”Seenu
remains Laxman or Hanuman to Rama(Moorthy)

Kanthapura is really a portrait gallery. The canvas is crowded with living, breathing men and women. The
characters are not typed but living individuals. Each has a personality of his own.

As far as the matter of portrait gallery is concerned, it is replete with multiple pictures of human life. Raja
Rao has done keen observation of our society and by making his best efforts, he has beautifully revealed
them in his naratives.

References:-
i) C.D. Narsimhaiah: Raja Rao, P-193
i) C. Paul Verghese: Indian Writing Today, P-100
iii) Ibid P- 106

iv) Raja Rao: Kanthapura: S.S. Mathur, Laxmi Narayan Agarwal, Agra P-32
ada

VOL.6 | ISSUE 12 | DEC. 2019 36 www.newmanpublication.com



New Man International Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies ISSN: 2348-1390
Impact Factor: 4.321 (IIJIF)

8.
HUMANISTIC CONCERNS IN O’HENRY’S SHORT STORY ‘THE LAST LEAF’

Dr. Mamta Garg
Professor in English
Govt. Narmada P.G. College
Hoshangabad (M.P.)

The world of the human-beings is recognized for its rich legacy of sentiments. We differ from
animals mainly due to being gifted by God the unique faculties of head and heart. If head is the seat of wit
then heart is the throne of Passions, sentiments, emotions and feelings. The warmth of the feelings and
sentiments sustain us at several junctures in our lives, when the situations are not under our control.
Wordsworth’s definition of poetry, “poetry [being] a spontaneous overflow of powerful emotions
recollected in moments of tranquility epitomizes the force of the feelings and emotions” which erupt
through the heart and lead to the origin of a new composition, that piece of art which has enlivening
impact on the sensibility of human-beings.

So literature is a tool in the hands of the writers which helps them to demonstrate themselves
through different genres. Literature’s main objective is to portray with complete conviction the
mannerisms of human-beings. It deeply delves into the human psyche and portrays the behavioral
interaction of human-beings.

Stories, besides the other genres of lit., also play a significant role in our lives. They exhort us to
meditate about ourselves. We find them too close to us where we start relating ourselves with them and
ultimately find them the valuable treasure from where the ways of the life can be learnt.

Henry James is such a legendary figure on the canvas of storytelling, who occupies a prominent
place and is highly acclaimed worldwide for his strong hand for writing. In the field of story writing
Henry enjoys equal status with Chekov and Maupassant. O’Henry’s period is just the transitional period
of America from Capitalism to Imperialism, and O’Henry being the witness to this turning point is
extolled as “mirror of American Society” and his stories reflect the culture of America of this particular
time religiously.

Henry’s short stories can be categorized into several types, like love stories, robber stories, fraud
stories, humanitarian stories etc. Perhaps due to there being the variety of flowers in the bouquet of
stories, Stephen Leacock called O’Henry “one of the greatest masters of modern Literature.”

William Sydney Porter was born in 1862 Greensboro, North Carolina and had a miserable
childhood as he had lost his mother at a tender age of three. The clouds of distress, and abnegation
shrouded his life but O’Henry’s perseverance led him to those heights where he excelled everyone by
writing fabulous stories which blend together sobs, sniffles and smiles. Some of his famous volumes are
Cabbages and Kings, Rolling Stones and Sixes and Sevens. His short stories have deep connection
with life, where he has shown his intense interest in People of diverse idiosyncrasies in the streets,
restaurants, hotels, parks and entertainment halls. In this connection we can quote the words of C.
Alphonso Smith, O’Henry’s biographer: “O’Henry found his usable material in things seen rather than in
things heard, or, if heard, they were heard at first hand.” His craftsmanship as a writer has the touch of the
compassion of man which won him fame throughout the world. His reckoned stories are full of humor,
ironic twists and co-incidents; the mysterious and unexpected climax bewilders the readers.

No one can deny O’Henry’s capability to present life in its unvarnished form. His story The Last
Leaf is a marvelous story which depicts the treasury of life and the inevitability of faith to tackle the
hindrances we battle through our life. The cynosure of the story is the value of life where all things go
back and revolve around it. In The Last Leaf O’Henry has juxtaposed the emotions, joy and sorrow. The
unique blending of both these emotions leads to harmonious atmosphere and exhorts the readers to look
back into life with optimism and with a ray of hope and enthusiasm and never to yield before the adverse

VOL.6 | ISSUE 12 | DEC. 2019 37 www.newmanpublication.com



New Man International Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies ISSN: 2348-1390
Impact Factor: 4.321 (IIJIF)

situations, clinging to heroic attitude. Commenting on the distinctive style of O’Henry, Stephen Leacock,
the eminent Canadian humorist and critic, observes: “Marvelous indeed they are. Written offhand with the
bold carelessness of the pen that only genius dares use, but revealing behind them such a glow of
imagination and such a depth of understanding of the human heart as only genius can make manifest.”

The Last Leaf is one of the most touching short stories of O’Henry. The writer begins the story
with the description of the whimsical settings where the artists live. The narrative says, “In a little district
west of Washington Square the streets have run crazy and broken themselves into small strips called
‘places’. These ‘places’ make strange angles and curves. One street crosses itself a time or two. An artist
once discovered a valuable possibility in this street.....”

The description of the whimsical settings corresponds with the plight of the artists. In America
the life of the artists is too poor. They don’t posses any property at all and live in too poor residences.
Their residences are too bad, “north windows and eighteenth century gables and Dutch Attics and Low
rents.” Sue and Johnsy are those kinds of artists. Behrman a past sixty German painter also belong to that
category of artists, who live by their common passion in love of art, musing about creating beauty, a
masterpiece someday due to gross realities, their dream doesn’t get fulfilled. The story delineates the
broken dream of the two budding women Johnsy and Sue as well as of an old painter Behrman. (O’Henry
has too realistically depicted the misery of the American artists). Both Johnsy and Sue live in a three
storied building in a very low cost area of Greenwich Village, a cheap lane of New York, where they
think can make a promising future in painting. Though Sue hails from Maine and her friend Johnsy from
California, but their tastes match together as both love art, and their nature, likings and choices also are
same. Both are the budding artists, and have high aspirations to prove themselves in painting in the
coming years. Hence sharing hope, both start a studio together. The profound meaning of the story, as the
main sound of a song, is the deep-felt love between poor artists. That love wins poverty, disease. That
love is more valuable than art. It makes art become alive.

In the narrative we come to know about the coveted dream of Johnsy and the effects it casts on
her. The melodramatic and picturesque setting of the story connects to the negative status of Johnsy. As
compared to her friend Sue, who is a caring and strong headed girl, Johnsy, on the contrary is too weak
sentimental and feeble in nature. When “in November a cold, unseen stranger, whom the doctors called
pneumonia, stalks about the colony, and touches here and there with its icy-finger” Johnsy gets victimized
by pneumonia. Though there is nothing very serious about her illness; but she takes it too seriously and
with an eccentric bent of mind, she thinks she won’t survive and shall die at a snail’s pace. Worst happens
when Johnsy begins associating the residue of her life with the falling leaves of an ivy vine outside the
window of her room. She thinks with the falling of the last leaf on the vine she will also die. She doesn’t
understand due to icy weather leaves were falling, rather giving say to pessimistic thoughts, she becomes
psychologically disturbed. Sue gets very much worried about her friend’s condition. When she goes near
her bed, she notices:

“Johnsy’s eyes were open wide. She was looking out the window and counting- counting

backward.

“Twelve”, she says, and a little later “eleven”, and then “ten”, and “nine” and then “eight”

and “seven”, almost together.”

Surprisingly, Sue discovers that Johnsy has developed a wrong notion in her mind, thinking that
falling of leaves of the ivy vine has a close connection with her life. The conversation between Sue and
Johnsy runs like this:

“Six” said Johnsy, in almost a whisper.

“They’re falling faster now. Three days ago there were almost a hundred. It made my head ache
to count them. But now it’s easy. There goes another one. There are only five left now.”

“Five what dear? Tell your Sudie.”

“Leaves on the ivy vine. When the last one falls I must go, too. I’ve known that for three days.
Didn’t the doctor tell you?”
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These lines reflect the extremely pessimistic attitude of Johnsy. Response of the persons in such
critical moments usually reflects their approach towards life. Sometimes, we ourselves are responsible for
what we make of our life. Satan’s statement in Milton’s Paradise Lost, “mind makes the heaven or hell”
is really true. We should never subdue to adverse situations. O’Henry had himself undergone through
acidic moments in his life. Basically, O’Henry has painted the sufferings and miseries of the poor,
oppressed and exploited people with the main focus on the working women. William Peden comments:
“Enormously interested in people, he is capable of swift and compassionate insights into the average
person, and his sympathy for the underdog, the little man or woman dwarfed in the maze of contemporary
life, to a degree accounted for his enormous popularity.”

The Last Leaf shows the theme of friendship, love and sacrifice. Relationship of friendship
demands sacrifice, sincerity, love, loyalty etc. Sue is such a friend of Johnsy who retains this relationship
with sacrifice. Sue supports Johnsy morally when she falls ill and brings her back to life. Johnsy becomes
a victim of hopelessness and desolation, but Sue looks after her, prepares soup for her, and paints for her.
Sue works as a great motivator for Johnsy. She knows very well, sleep will have medicinal effect on
Johnsy, that’s why she asks Johnsy, “Will you promise me to keep your eyes close, and not look out of
the window until I am done working.”

Sue can’t bear that her friend should become too feeble. As Johnsy says to Sue, “Because | want
to see the last leaf fall, I have done enough waiting, | have done enough thinking. | want to go sailing
down, down, like one of those leaves.” Sue gets too moved as these lines reflect” “Dear, Dear” said she,
leaning her wan face down to the pillow, “think of me, if you won’t think of yourself. What would I do?”
These lines reflect the strong bondage existing between both of them. Even, for the treatment of Johnsy,
she decides to complete the painting abruptly so that she may manage money.

In the story, Behrman is the most important character through whom O’ Henry has conveyed the
message to humanity and plays an important role in the story. Behrman is an old artist, who lives on the
ground floor of the same building and has always longed to paint a masterpiece. He is not a successful
painter but earns some money by serving as a model to some young artists. Though, for forty years, he
has not touched the hem of art fairy, but at the end of life, he finishes his masterpiece. When Sue tells
Behrman about the traumatic stage of Johnsy, he immediately gets ready to help Sue. He understands the
situation and risks his own life for Johnsy.

In terribly unfavorable weather conditions in freezing cold and raining continuously with snow,
Behrman paints an eternal piece of art, THE LEAF, which never falls and saves the life of Johnsy but the
old weak man himself, dies of pneumonia. The Last Leaf is Behrman’s masterpiece, which is drawn by
him in extremely difficult circumstances. It is, apparently the work of the true artist. Through Behrman,
O’Henry has fully revealed that no other work can be as ennobling as the sacrifice done for the sake of
others.

Initially, in the beginning of the story, readers assume about the imminent death of Johnsy, but
towards the end, Behrman’s death for a noble cause is quite unexpected. The artistry as well as
humanistic concerns of O’Henry are remarkable. On the whole, we can say that The Last Leaf is
apparently O’Henry’s masterpiece which focuses on the humanistic issues and delivers the message to the
readers about the value of “BEING HUMAN?” in life.
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ABSTRACT

Here makesan analysis on the theatre performance and practices of the time, its style of performance, compositional
elements, forms, influences, etc... The theatre of modern times is so complex with its composing elements but simple
and flexible with the new conventions or no conventions, which assure a freedom to the creativity. While we have
glance over the various productions and practices contemporary theatre, we can find a self declared freedom of art
in theatre performance and practices.

Keywords: modern theatre, alternative theatre, contemporary theatre, identities of modern theatre

Introduction

Modern theatre the term purported here to refer the theatre forms, experiments, practices flourished over
last decades of 19" century to present. The decades spread over 3 centuries witnessed tremendous
changes and evolvement of novel practices in theatre. This changes and novel practices are not a linear
flow to one to another, but they do co-exist or continue as divergent branches of the same tree, theatre.
So, while enumerate the identities of the modern theatre, it would be collective with the theatre of realism
to contemporary theatre forms and practices

The contemporary theatre exists in as global village, in global village communities are interlinked in
many ways and tend to keep individuality and uniqueness. So the theatre also reflects all those trends
interexchange over communities. The interexchange includes all pace of life, in technology, life style,
culture and arts etc... Andso,the theatre performance and practices also obviously enter into the cycle that
interexchange and inter-influence.

Modern theatre developed from a disagreement with the existing theatre forms and style and from
explorative tendency. The trends of modem theatre start from realism, then it follows symbolist theatre,
expressionist theatre, epic theatre, poor theatre, theatre of cruelty, absurd theatre and continues. In true
spirit Modern drama signifies the struggle for self-realization and freedom (Krasner David, 2012) the
refection of the self-realization and freedom is very obvious in the theatre performance of the period from
last decades of the 19 century and it continues still now and also the reflection we could find in the
regional theatre practices of south India. In this contextconsider contemporary theatre performances from
south India to analyse the urge for freedom or self declared freedom of the art, theatre.

Identities of Modern Theatre an Overview:

Modern theatre is always tending to question prevailed conventions and to explore new creative and
expressive realms. The basic norms of theatre such as elements of theatre, style of the theatre in acting
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and composition, space of the theatre, role of the actors and audience, functions of theatre, in modern
theatre always undergoing to change and experiment. And also, it is difficult to stratify the performances
to a particular genre of theatre as it may mix with stream of theatre practices and ideologies, the same
play may confine with elements of realism and symbolism.

Free from Conventions: Modern theatre is a challenge to all conventions and experimental, the spatial
conventions for actors and audience, and structure of the play, the concept of well-made play all are
cornered to dim light. The play ‘The water Station’, the drama directed by Sankar Venkateswaran, based
on the script of by Ota Shogo, Japan. The play is very noticeable with its low movements and silence, the
design. (International Theatre Festival of Kerala 2012) the play is experimental same time it also a cross
cultural entity. The play not narrate any stories but creates certain images, images of hard time.

The Spatial Conventions are changed,the space for actors and audience also challenged and the spatial
division the space for actors and spectators disappeared or redefined according to the particular
production.

Actors are not Allowed, the play directed by Dr. V. Arumugham (NSD festival 2013 and Theatre
Olympics 2018) the set design is very unique and innovative and no definite space for actors and
audience they are mingled and take part in performance.

Khasakkinteltihasam, the play directed by Deepan Sivaraman based on the famous Malayalam
Novel with same title written by O V Vijayan. Thje design of the play is very unique and audience
also seated three sides of the performance space. The design of the performance includes the design
of the space also. (International Theatre Festival of Kerala 2015)

Misty Mountains of Mahabharata directed by Sreejith Sreejith Ramanan the play based on the
Mahabharata, it is a site-specific theatre design (International Theatre Festival of Kerala 2017)

These three theatre productions defined or designed the space according to their creative urge with
no consideration to observed principles and practices regarding.

Cross cultural and Multi cultural: The modern theatre not with a heterogeneous nature in many
perspectives, some productions may be purely classical, some other maybe traditional at same time there
have compositions theatre performance with both traditional and classical elements. In contemporary
productions we can see many elements from many traditions over different places of the sphere, there no
boundaries to adopt or adapt something. And not confined to any grammar or norms of composition that
altimetry the freedom of the composer or theatre maker.

The play Malavikagnimitram the drama is directed by Kavalam Narayana Panicker based on the Kalidas’s
Sanskrit play Malavikagnimitram. The drama is with stylised acting and dialogued with classic language
and regional language and observing the Classical dramaturgyNatyashastra in totem the play has a
classical hue. (International Theatre Festival of Kerala 2012). So, the play is almost in hue and treatment
classical and uni cultural one.

But the play Mahabharata (Pan Asia Project) Directed by Hiroshi Koike, Japan composed the
performance with traditional and modern elements of both Indian and Japanese culture (International
Theatre Festival of Kerala 2014) This productions a cross cultural one the content of the play is Indian
epic and stylised acting with mask of the Japanese traditional performance NOH theatre.

And ‘SahyanteMakan’ the solo performance of Japanese actor Micari directed by Sankar Venkateswaran,
based on the Malayalam poem written by VyloppilliSreedhara Menon with the same title. (Kozhikode,
2011) the play also a cross cultural with the hue of stylised acting of Japanese tradition to say an Indian
story of Indian culture. The modern theatre has no boundaries of time or space same time it blends with
traditions of distant space and period.
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ParticipantSpectator:theatre as a process it is integrated one with actor and spectator.Somodern theatre
encourages the participation of spectator rather than keep them in dark space and illusion. Theatre of
oppressed and epic theatre demands conscious participation of audience rather than skip them into an
illusionary world of fiction. The theatre design ‘Cycleyajna’*(director: Dr.PrabhathBhaskaran) is an
experimental theatre intended rediscover the cultural importance of theatre first it performed at
Kuruvinatham a village near Pondicherry in 2015 and the second performance was at Mahi in 2016. The
performance only facilitates a space and opportunity to perform and interact the participant audience.

Alternative Theatre Practices: (Shank Theodore,1982)The Interdisciplinary approach — modern theatre
has link with disciplines like education, management, social development that resulted Theatre in
Education, Theatre for development, corporate theatre, Theatre Therapy Modern theatre etc..., are the
interdisciplinary approaches or practises of the theatre.

Applied theatre- Theatre considered as omnipresent one in life of human kind than a performance
confined to certain space and time. So, theatre cans a measure to solve many problems of daily life and
social life. In education, organization theatre, theatre therapy, devising the theatre as a tool meets different
purposes.

The theatre practices of Dr. Velu Saravanan® in education and child development, corporate theatre
practices of Paul Mathew?, and community theatre activities of Dr. L VV Nagabhushana Rao?® etc..., are the
regional instances to the applied version of the alternative theatre practices.

Script is Optional: The linear storytelling and structure of the play also altered and importance or role of
script is lost or reduced. The performance was devised with the experience of the participants the plays
‘Monkey and Mobile’ the drama directed by Rajeev Krishna the performance developed from
improvisations and designed with e-waste (Adishakathi, Pondicherry 2015) and ‘Color of Trans’ atheatre
performance directed by Living Smile Vidya, Angel Glady and VinodhiniVaidynathan under their group
Penmai stands for transgender.(International theatre Festival of Kerala 2015) are the good examples for
the devised theatre practices.

Inclusion of modern technologies- The theatrical composition utilising video projection
technologies.’SagaraKanyaka’, the drama is directoredbyJyouthish M G based on Henrik Ibsen's play
Lady from the Sea. The drama is designed with modern multimedia technologies, video projectors and
unique sound design only possible with modern technology, real an instant for the integration of theatre
and modern technology (National Theatre Festival Thiruvananthapuram, Karala, 2010)

Discussion

Modern theatre enjoys a self declared freedom from prevailed conventions and tented adventurous to
explore and experiment. But theatre of the time, shares space with classical and traditional theatre forms
and simultaneously adopt elements from them. Theatre also promote cultural exchange with the cross-
cultural productions so territorial boundaries also not a resistance to modern theatre. As a development of
the theatre, alternative theatre practices are there in modern theatre, theatre for conventional audience and
theatre for participants. The existence of theatre extended from a form of art to an art for life, knowledge
and development.

The theatre also reflexes the advancement science and technology with design of multimedia aided
theatre. The observation of the art historian E.H. Crombrich, is relevant here “drama originates in our
reaction to the world, not in the world itself” (Styan, 1981).

Defining modern theatre with its style, form, elements of composition, ideology is not easy or possible.
The productions have heterogeneous nature in every aspect, while considering individually and
collectively. Gassner* observes the situation as; the first ruling principle of modern theatre was the idea of
freedom.
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Conclusion

Modern theatre shares space with manifold, theatre of the time is mostly experimental and
individualistic. Theelements, style and composition of most of the present-day theatre depends on the
creativity of the director or the group involved. Most of the plays are multi cultural and with no defined
norms for composition each production treated as innovation of the director or the group. So, with no
doubt can conclude modern theatre as liberation art.

Notes:

1. Dr. Velu Saravanan; the popular figure of children theatre and Theatre in Education from Tamil Nadu,
a story teller and performer

2. Paul Mathew; theatre performer and practising corporate theatre (http://corporatetheatre.in/)

3. Dr. LV NagabhushanaRoa; theatre designer, former Communication Strategies Specialist at
Andrapradesh Rural Development Authority

4. Dennis Gassner is a Canadian production designer

*http://cycleyajna.blogspot.in
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ABSTRACT: The present paper is an attempt to analysis the narrative and linguistic devics used by an indian born
American novelist, Bharati Mukherjee. Her migration from India and her Canadian and US citizenship has helped
her to carve a distinct path of her own as she employs both Eastern and Western devices in her novels. Her cultural
affiliations with different countries has enriched her skill as a writer and empowered her to employ some culturally
hybrid devices too.

Keywords: Craftsmanship, diaspora, hybridity

The narrative of diaspora is essentially the narrative of the self. Diaspora writers often exhibit the dual
affiliation by employing the typical characteristics of both the cultures. At the level of cultural production
and creativity, the diasporic consciousness plays a crucial role. The diasporic community remains at
forefront in creativity, bringing as Bhabha calls it, 'newness enters into the world'. The intermingling and
blending of typical narrative strategies often shape the creative writings of the diaspora. These writers
have enriched the literary productions by employing hybrid, syncretic and creolized narrative and
linguistic devices. Narrative technique for a fiction writer is the tool for modification of language to
express the desired nuances. Every writer has his/her unique way to express the thoughts and experiences
to the readers. The writer communicates his vision and ideas to the readers by the means of different
narrative strategies. Narrative technique is a systematic order of words and phrases; it can not be
employed randomly. Certain artistic and emotional effects can be achieved by employing proper narrative
strategy.

Bharati Mukherjee in her novel Desirable Daughters uses first person narrative as the protagonist has to
retell the family history. The psychological disturbance that Tara passes through can be convincingly
explained when narrated by the victim herself. Her novel Desirable Daughters marks a departure from her
previous fiction as in her interview with Powell she says; "The authentic strategy for this book was also
using the width of the field of history, geography, Diaspora gender, ethnicity, language- rather than the
old fashioned ,long clean throw"(Powell npg). In her previous novel Jasmine she seems to suggest that
migration to America means new opening and freeing the self from the conventional bound society,
whereas in Desirable Daughters she considers various patterns of belonging in the Global perspective.
The tie with homeland and linkage with the past are presented as essential in creating the interstitial place
in the host country.

The tale is narrated from the first person point of view. Tara, the central character of the novel narrates
the story of the lives of three sisters. She takes the readers deep into the intricacies of her life in America
and her past in India. The story of three sisters of a traditional Bengali Brahmin family and their own
course of voyage towards their destiny is narrated by one of the sisters, Tara. These sisters; Padma,
Parvati and Tara and their ways of life are a mixture of traditional and modern outlook. Padma lives her
life as an immigrant of ethnic origin in New Jersey and Parvati is married to a man of her choice and lives
a luxurious life in the posh locality of Bombay. Tara, the narrator takes pride in her traditional Brahmin
upbringing, but with her desire to move forward in life and to carve an identity for herself, she embraces
the liberated ways of American culture.
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Tara is narrating the history of her family and in recording this history she is projecting the creation other
identity. The past here plays an important role in constructing the present. In order to understand herself
and recreate a new identity for her, she must delve into the past and unfold the intricacies of it. She begins
the narration with the story of her ancestral namesake, Tara Lata, the Tree Bride of Mishtigunj. In this
introductory chapter of the novel, she retells the story set in India over 85 years ago. This introduction
takes the reader into the past and also serves the purpose of exploring some traditional aspects of Indian
culture. The second chapter takes the reader into the present life of Tara in California along with her past
memories of Calcutta. The story moves with the ease from past to present, from India to America and
from Calcutta to California, that it seems that the boundaries between these two different geographical
world do not exist. The reader moves with Tara from past to present and it often becomes difficult to
distinguish between them. Mukherjee's mastery is in handling the story of the past and present
simultaneously and making what has happened and what is happening equally interesting by infusing the
new concept of time and space. So far as the use of language is concerned, Mukherjee succeeds in
retaining the vitality of language by relating it to the everyday speech. She changes words, grammatical
structures and syntax to suit the character. Tara, an assimilated immigrant in America is comfortable in
expressing herself at both the places; India and America. She can freely use Indian expressions and even
communicate in Bengali whenever require. At the same, she uses American slang expressions with her
American friends. Whereas her sister Padma, enjoys being an immigrant of ethnic origin in America
speaks a mixture of Indian and American English. Padma finds her obsession with her Indianness as a
survival strategy in America.

Mukherjee uses the device of parallel and contrast to highlight the multiple identity of the protagonist. By
linking her story with the ancestral namesake Tara Lata, Mukherjee draws a parallel between the lives of
Tara Chatterjee and Tara Lata. Tara Chatterjee's revolt against the traditional concepts of Indian wife and
Tara Lata's surrender to spend her entire life as a Tree bride are juxtaposed. Tara was married to Bish
Chatterjee at the age of nineteen and moved to America with him. Her husband was selected by her father
and she gives the reason for it: "He had that eagerness, and a confident smile that promised substantial
earnings. It lured my father in to marriage negotiations, and it earned my not unenthusiastic acceptance of
him as husband. A very predictable, very successful marriage negotiation" (DD 7). Tara Lata, the tree
bride was destined to get marry at the age of five and as the groom dies before the marriage, she marries a
Tree at the suggestion of her father. Tara's marriage with Bish wasn't a traumatic experience for her as in
the case of Tara Lata. Bish, a software engineer from a prominent Bengali family has a name and fame in
America. He tries to lead a traditional Indian life in America and expects the same from Tara. Tara as a
self assertive woman of global time leaves him by her choice, whereas Tara Lata is forced to live an
alienated life by fate. Tara Lata turns out to be a freedom fighter and a martyr during the period of
colonialism and succeeds in achieving a unique identity for herself in spite of her victimization in the
name of tradition. Tara, the globalized modern woman makes herself free from the traditional role of
Indian wife to explore the new possibilities of life. Tara seems to find out the analogy of rebellious spirit
in her life with that of Tara Lata.

Mukherjee has presented a tale of two hybrid cultures and focused on the issues where these two
divergent cultures intersect. Her observations on the issues of culture and traditions show her sense of
history and her mature vision. She succeeds in interweaving the themes of class, quest for identity, history
and changing consciousness. Mukherjee presents the picture of the lives of culturally different Indians in
India and America and thus, portrays the different cultural practices of Hindu, Muslim, Parsi and Sikh and
their ancient prejudices. Family norms and spiritual rituals play a key role in knitting the multicultural
society of India. Indian traditions and myth are depicted with remarkable expertise. Mukherjee's use of
the ordinary language as spoken by the characters in their real life reveals the multidimensional way of
her writing. Diasporic people have to pass through the process of transformation in the host nation i.e. to
say they have to kill the inner self to some extent in order to accept the new persona. Mukherjee uses
'violence' as a device and link it with the process of transformation. In Jasmine the killing of Half face
gives Jasmine a new force to change the typical Indian woman inside her and start a new life. In Desirable
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Daughters, the turmoil of terrorism by terrorists like Abbas SattarHai and bombarding in Tara's house
depicts the violence. At the same this violent attack on Tara's house in which her husband Bish gets
injured gives Tara a chance to reunite with him. Thus, Mukherjee depicts the stark reality of the
contemporary world as a device to highlight the process of transformation.

Mukherjee juxtaposes the story of Tara and Padma to present the essential crisis of assimilation. Padma
has recreated India in America by clinging to Indian culture and rejecting all that is American. She
associates herself with the people of only Indian origin, she works in an Indian television channel and she
lives in the area which is populated by South Asians, whereas Tara moves forward to embrace American
culture. She is ready to face the challenges of assimilation and to recreate herself. She views her Didi's
attempts to preserve Indian culture as her inability to cope with the challenges of assimilation as Tara
says; Her clinging to a version of India and to Indian ways and to Indian friends, Indian clothes and food
and a 'charming' accent seemed to me a cowardly way of coping with a new country. Change is
corruption; she seemed to be saying. Take what America can give, but don't let it tarnish you in any way (
DD 134) Tara on the other hand changes throughout her life in America. She views the multiplicity of her
identity. She views herself, her sexuality and her race through the ever shifting lens of culture and
consciousness. At the age of nineteen she comes to America with her hushand expecting to fit in the role
of traditional Indian wife, to support him and raise his children. She realizes that she doesn't want to play
the typical role of Indian wife. She takes the step which is considered the most drastic one in Indian
culture 'divorce', when she realizes that "the promise of life as an American wife was not being
fulfilled"(DD 82). She continues to develop in the course of her life in America and chooses to accept or
retain certain aspects of both the cultures. She realizes that she can never be totally Indian or America, but
rather recreate a new self comprised of the both. Mukherjee by juxtaposing the story of two sisters'
assimilation in American society seems to raise the issue of position of immigrants in America and that of
hyphenated immigrants. Padma, a hyphenated immigrant and Tara, an assimilated immigrant provide
Mukherjee's reader to brood over the status of immigrants in America, as the hyphenated immigrants are
treated as minorities in America.

By adopting the Sanskrit verse adapted by Octavio Paz and translated by Eliot Weinberger as the epigraph
of the novel, Mukherjee reveals the ambiguity of diasporic experience.

No one behind, no one ahead.

The path the ancients cleared has closed.
And the other path, everyone's path,
Easy and wide, goes nowhere.

I am alone and find my way (Epigraph)

The verse indicates the in-between space and liminality of diaspora, it also focuses on the space of
diaspora, where 'no one behind, no one ahead' concept of space is indicated. It is beyond the geographical
boundaries as the verse reads the path as 'goes nowhere'. It is also applicable to the process of identity
construction as it is a continuous process. The ambiguity of diaspora is expressed in the notion of going
'nowhere' on the path of ‘everyone'. Thus, the epigraph clearly indicates the scope of diaspora that on such
a wide path the immigrant has to find out his way.
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This paper aims at exploring Premchand’s attitudes regarding female sexual harassment and domestic
violence in contemporary Indian society. In his entire heroine centred stories an attempt has been made to
uplift the life status of women. He also has his sense and thought for the consciousness of women.

Short stories written during the period of Munshi Premchand provide a glimpse of female psyche
and deals with the full range of their experiences. Munshi Premchand’s stories also present the Indian
women’s conditions, their conflicts and predicaments against the background of contemporary India. In
those days Indian women had a different status in the society as Dr. Radha Krishanan says - “Centuries of
traditions have made the Indian woman the most patient woman in the world, whose pride is suffering”1
Thus an attempt has been made in the stories of Munshi Premchand that Indian women mostly illiterate in
those days had a different status in the society and a daughter was regarded as a burden and a wife was
considered as a slave for man’s domestic deeds and as a sexual creature to satisfy his lust.

Feminism is a concept that refers to political, cultural and economic movements aimed at
establishing greater rights, legal protection for women’s liberation in the society. It is also concerned with
the representation of women in literature and with the changing of women’s position in the society for
making her free from slavery and inferiority complex. Feminism is a collection of various movements and
ideologies aimed at defining equal political and social rights for women including equal opportunities for
women in every field of life. On the other hand feminists have worked for the protection of women and
girls from domestic violence and sexual harassment. They have also advocated for women’s right,
working place including child care leave and against forms of discrimination against women in the
society. As M. C. Mundra & S. C. Agarwal write in Principles and History of Literary Criticism
“Feminism is a part of the larger movement in the contemporary world for women’s equality. That
movement itself grows out previous centuries of struggle by women to win equal rights”. 2

Feminist theory which emerged from all the feminists movements has made efforts to understand
the nature of gender inequality by examining the role of women in social life and its experiences. It has
also developed many theories of feminist in a variety of disciplines in order to respond to issues on the
basis of social construction of sex and gender. In India movements of feminism have also aimed at
defining, establishing and defending equal political, economic and social rights and equal opportunities
for Indian women.

In19" century, social reformers all over the country showed their deep concern over women’s
issues such a sati system, child marriage, women infanticide, widowhood and education. Raja Ram
Mohan Roy is the pioneer social reformer who tried to abolish Sati System. The great short story writer
and novelist Mulk Raj Anand also reveals miserable conditions of Indian women as he feels “- No woman
in our land is beyond the threat of rap, because of the suppressed energies of the male, through the taboos
of patriarchy which deny sex before marriage and makes male onto wanton animals who assault any
possible victim when passed by lust”. 3
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The 1920s was a new era for Indian women defined as ‘feminism’ responsible for the creation of
localised women’s associations. All the associations emphasised on many women’s issues such as
education, evils of the society for working women. During this period national level organizations were
also developed such as the All India Women’s conference that was closely related to the Indian National
Congress. By the efforts of Gandhiji, it worked within the National Freedom Movements. In 1954, the
Indian Communist Party formed its own women’s wing known as the National Federation of India
Women. Though feminist agendas and movements became less active after India’s freedom in 1947, the
nationalist agendas on Nation’s building continued over feminist’s issues even now. In the early 21%
century main focus of the Indian feminist movement is continued treating women as useful members of
the society. All the attempts have been made for giving women power to decide their personal lives and
the rights for self- determination. We are thankful to amendment of the Hindu Law in 2005; thereafter
women have the equal status as that of men in the society.

Emerging Indian short story writers in English & Hindi led to emergence of the Indian women in
the rapidly changing social conditions. All these writers have tried to arrive at a deeper and more
analytical interpretation of life. Mulk Raj Anand, R. N. Tagore, Munshi Premchand etc. were more
talented and active writers so this phase was called ‘Premchand Yug’. It is beyond doubt that Munshi
Premchand was pioneer among them. He contributed less than three hundred stories in the development
of short stories. During this period many other female writers as Raja Laxmi Devi, Mrs. Krupabai
Satthiannathan, Pandit Ramabai Sarswati also wrote about women’s conditions in the contemporary
society.

Munshi Premchand is regarded as a precursor of feminism though not feminist. Some aspects of
feminism are still problematic in his many stories. As it is said earlier that feminism is the collection of
movements and many ideologies aimed at defining establishing and defending equal political, economic
and equal social rights for women’s welfare including to see equal opportunities for women in education
and employment. Munshi Premchand also had feministic attitude that reflected in his some stories
through various female characters. In the story ‘Rich Daughter —in- Law’ (Bade Ghar Ki Beti) Beni
Madhav had two sons Shrikant and Lalbihari among them Shrikant was elder brother of Lalbihari.
Shrikant was married to a civilized and affluent father’s daughter Anandi. When Anandi came to her new
house, she found things quite different from her father’s house, yet she adapted herself in this new
situation. One day Lalbihari came with two birds and told her sister- in- law to cook soon. But Anandi
poured all the ghee because she could not know thrift. Being angry Lalbihari hurled slippers on Anandi
but she fended off with her hand. Behind such event the fact was clear that Anandi had poured all the
ghee in mutton so Lalbihari did not have ghee to pour in Dal (pulse). Her husband Shrikant was a
graduate in English literature and he worked out of the village. After this event Anandi felt insecure in the
house and waited for her husband because “A women’s strength, courage, honour, prestige — all revolve
around her husband, her hope lies in her husband’s valour and virility”. 4

In the story ‘Thakur Ka Kaun’ Gangi gives water to her husband Jhokhu but it smelled badly, she
could not fetch water from the well because people would yell at her being low caste. On seeing the bad
condition of her sick hushband she dared to get some fresh water from the well at night. When everybody
went to sleep and the door of Thakur was shut, she picked up courage and went to the well under the
cover of darkness. She slowly lowers the bucket into the well. All goes well till she pulls the bucket up.
But suddenly, the door of Thakur opens and Thakur shouts in darkness. Being terror — stricken the woman
runs for her life from there leaving the bucket.

The same aspect of feminism can be seen in the story ‘The Play of Despair’ (Nairashya Leela) in
which Pandit Hardyanath and his wife Jageshwari had a daughter named Kailsh kumari she was married
in her early age. Unfortunately she became widow at the age of twelve. She had no knowledge of her
husband’s death because she did not know the meaning of marriage. Being disappointed, her parents wept
bitterly but she could not understand the cause of her parents” weeping. Her parent took her from one city
to another and got watched cinema so that she may forget this sorrowful event in her life. Gradually she
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got accustomed to materialism and became so rigorous and strong that she kept her away from people. At
last she started a school to teach students to pass her time but because of some reasons she had to close it.
Kailash kumari thought “How subjugate women into men as if God has created women just to remain
subjugated to men”. 5

Despite all situations and circumstances Premchand’s female characters are not weak but they are
fearless. Anandi in ‘Bade Ghar Ki Beti’. Gyan Babu’s wife in ‘A Special Experience’ and Gangi in
‘Thakur’s Kaun’ picked up courage under difficult circumstances. But hypocritical conduct of women is
also responsible for such difficulties and circumstances. In the story ‘Lanchhan’ (Blame) Devi is a female
character who is very simple and honest lady. Munnu is a sweeper in the family who demands money
from his mistress for his needs. Sometimes he shares the personal and family matters with her. On the
other hand her husband Shyam Babu, a zamidar of the village was a doubtful and narrow minded person.
He does not like that his wife should talk and watch anybody. He insists her wife to know about the
reason of talking with Munnu but Devi does not tell everything clearly. Thus hypocritical conduct of Devi
puts her in doubt and difficulty. If she had told clearly about the relationship with Munnu, she would not
have faced the difficulty and the doubt of her husband would have been clear and all the blames imposed
on her would have been ebbed.

Though Munshi Premchand was not a feminist but he has been a precursor of feminism as it is
revealed after study of his so many stories from beginning to end. His main focus was on freedom of the
country. ‘Rani Sarandha’ was first such story in which the Rani offers supreme sacrifice in the cause of
freedom. Though women are dominated by men in society, yet men are also dominated by women in
some references. The desire of the male gender is to be dominated and ruled by the female gender. So
women are wise enough to cope with men in present time that is why they are coming in to their own. In
Female Labour in India Usha Sharma writes “some scholars adduce that primitive society evolved from a
primordial state of mother right. They stress the incidence of martial social forms in the primitive world
where social groups were defined by relationship traced through the mother which provide also certain
degree of female dominance”. 6

Thus Premchand’s feminism reflects in some stories that are centred on female characters. During
the period of 1920-1930, the writers became very close to the national movement led by Gandhiji. It is
said that Premchand was propagating in fiction what Gandhiji was doing in politics. Among so many
social problems of the period, the problem of the women’s position, occupied his attention most.

After independence the status of women has been a subject to many great writers and their object
was to bring change in India. Now our women have held high posts in modern Indian social and political
field including that of the President, Prime Minister, Speaker of Lok Sabha and leader of the opposition.
However, women in India are facing continue, discrimination and other social challenges because of
man’s mean mentality. They have to become often victims of abuse and domestic violence and sexual
harassment in society.

Since society and literature go together because literature is the mirror of society. There are many
prominent women writers in India who constitute a lot in Indian literature. Sarojini Naidu is called the
nightingale of India. Arundhanti Roy won ‘The Booker Prize’ for the novel ‘The God of Small Things’.
Though the female literacy rate is slow but increasing day by day while it is less than that of men because
girls are enrolled in schools lesser than boys and many girls drop out because of mean mentality of the
society. But girls are nearly on a par with boys in terms of education in urban India. According to the
National Sample Survey data of 1997, only the states of Kerala and Mizoram have approached universal
female literacy. Many scholars tell that behind the fact of major improvements in Kerala, is literacy that
also improved in social an economic status of women.

In the prevailing atmosphere of those days the writer turned his attention mostly towards the
degration in social life which must be removed so that India might progress and develop. Among all these
social problems and evils, he drew his attention towards the degraded position of women, plight of
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widows and literacy of girls. Munshi Premchand picked up all these threads very carefully with the sense
and thought that were concerned with social reforms and growing national consciousness. As Ginsberg
Morris remarks —“Sense without thought is blind and thought without sense is empty”.7

He was really a crusader of feminism from the very start and till the end of his days and he wrote
with missionary zeal and fervour. Regarding the anxieties and frustration of women Subha Jha says “a
women is considered as a womb a pair of ovaries, a uterus or simply a productive machine but if we
analyse her importance and role in Indian society we will find that she is a creature send by God on earth
to serve all with whom she is joined except herself”. 8

Thus the ideology both of Premchand and Gandhiji, regarding feminism will retain its continuity
and it will never be lost but now India needs many men like Gandhiji and Munshi Premhand for
awareness of Indian women from liberation domestic violence and domestic harassment of man.
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Creating a new literary genre ‘Katha Sahityik’ Sharat Chandra Chattopadhyay presents a
revolution through his compassion for the underdogs and Subalterns against superstitions, conservative ,
Brahmanical Patriarchal society and narrow outlook of the early nineteen Renascent Calcutta.

His excellent storytelling delineates the simple tales of love, affection, jealousy, caste
discrimination, whores and of widows and their illicit but innocent love mostly affecting the joint family
system.

9 1

“Sharat Chandra’s gaze penetrated the mysteries of Bengalis inner most heart”.

Being a maverick novelist he verbalizes the silent sufferings of the exploited women very highly
and their situation in misogynistic patriarchy. Through his aesthetic presentation he exposes the
shameless, heartless and grim realities of the traditions and customs which went on in the name of
religion.

“I am forever indebted to the people who give this world everything they have and get nothing in
return, to the weak, deprived and oppressed people whose tears nobody cares to notice, to the helpless
people whose lives are filled with misery and who never even have the time to think why they have
nothing while there is abundance of everything around them. Their pain and suffering inspired me to

speak. That is why I primarily write about them”.?

His soulful fascinating stories endeared him to readers not only in Bengal but, in translation, to
the readers all over India. His stories also dominate the stage of theatre as well as film industry.

“His narratives are character-driven, but the characters are not described; they are allowed to
develop and reveal themselves to the reader in the course of story. The dialogues, which form a large part
of his novels, are sharply etched, picked up as it were, from the lips of living people. Description and
analyses kept to a minimum support the character development. Al of these devices enable the reader to
‘get into’ the story themselves, to reconstruct it in their own imagination.”?

His soulful character of different woman is larger than life and it is cinematized by the many
directors at different times. This paper discusses the female protagonists in Sharat Chandra’s novels and
their cinematization.

In 1954, Bimal Roy interprets Biraj Bahu on celluloid. The lead female character Biraj, is a very
beautiful girl who’s married off with Nilambar. When Biraj came to her like father-in-law’s house,
Nilambar was her childhood friend. After the death of her mother-in-law the responsibility of the family
fell on Biraj. They are happy couple passing their lives peacefully.

Biraj is childless but lives with her brother-in-law, his wife and her sister-in-law Putu (Harimati
in the novel), who is now of marriageable age. Nilambar discusses Putu’s marriage with Pitambar. But
Pitambar is mean minded, self centered person. He quarreled with his brother Nilambar and resorted to
division of parental property. For dowry of Putu’s marriage, Nilambar take a loans by giving mortgaging
of their own house along with Biraj jewellery without informing Biraj. When Biraj came to know she was
hurt. Misunderstanding cropped up between the couple. As Nilambar is unemployed and was always
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engaged in social welfare, their financial conditions worsen. Also he is unaware of family problems
arising due to lack of money. The situation worsen further when a zamindar deodhar is captivated by the
beauty of Biraj.

Biraj is pure and chaste like Sati. She can not think about any other man other than her own Nilambar but
she is trapped by the situation. Pitambar alleges Biraj has a relationship with Deodhar. Nilambar starts
believing the rumors spread by his brother Pitambar, consumes ‘bhang’(hasheesh) and hits Biraj. Biraj is
hurt emotionally that her god-like husband hit her. In her gloomy state of mind, she met her old maid
Sundari who wanted to take revenge on her.So Sundari conspired against her with the zamindar’s
boatman to take her to zamindar’s boat. It turns her to her previous maid Sundari. Now Sundari is a
working under the Zaminder Deodhar. Sundari brings Biraj to Deodhar’s boat. At that moment Biraj
faints and boatman of the Deodhar picks her up and gets her to the boat of Deodhar. When Biraj comes in
her senses, she jumps off the boat. Biraj is recuperating in the hospital in another town. She is very sick
and confined to bed. She runs away from the hospital in the middle of the night to see with her husband
one last time. On her way to home, she asks for sindoor (Vermillon) from a roadside woman because she
wanted to fulfil her last desire to die at her husband’s feet.

The movie and the story beautifully portray how Biraj, who is chaste like sati is punished by social norms
and by cruel fate. It shows a societal hypocrisy, how it blames women for the faults of men.

‘Bindur cheley’ is another marvelleous story which is enamored by K.B. Tilak and adapted it as ‘Chhoti
Bahu’ to the silver screen in 1971. Chhoti Bahu is the story of Radha a young exceptionally beautiful
woman who suffers from an epileptical fit. She is married off to the young village doctor Madhu hiding
her illness. On the occasion of their marriage celebration, her illness comes to light, but Madhu accepted
Radha with all her flaws. Radha is pathologically attached to her doll. Whenever her doll is snatched
away she suffers from epileptical fit. The idea that Radha could be cured if she had a child, strike her
sister-in-law, Sita (Annapurna in Novel). She gave her own son Gopi to Radha.

Radha loves Gopi (Amulya) as her own son. Troubles start when her sister-in-law, devious Paro
(Elokeshi in Novel) and Paro’s son Naren came into their family. Naren,a spoilt son, influenced innocent
Gopi which is not good for Gopi. Radha is aghast at Gopi’s behavior. She couldn’t handle the situation
peacefully and alleged her sister-in-law for everything. In a fit of anger, both of them indulged with
argument. As a result their happy joint family is upset. Radha leaves her house and goes to her father’s
house abandoning food. After several dramatic twists and turns, everything came together and the story
ends up at a sweet note.

The amazing amalgam of woman’s complex psychology and emotion make the character Radha a
strange creation of the author and has been successfully adapted to the silver screen.

Swami

Swami is another amazing short story which is adapted by Basu Chatterjee to the silver screen in
1977. It is a short story of Saudamini, a young beautiful girl who is lovingly called Mini. She lost her
father after her birth. Her mother took her to her maternal uncle’s house and she was bought up there
under the influence of her atheist uncle who does not believe in ‘God’, in the ‘superstitions’ of Hindus.
She loves reading books and debating with her neighbor, Naren a young boy who studies in Calcutta.
Saudamini has a nascent love for Naren, he also reciprocate it. In a strange turn of events, Mini is
married to an alien person Ghanshyam. Ghanshyam is a calm and mature person like an ascetic. Mini
sees that he earns money working hard day & night but does not get love, affection and proper food from
Ghanshyam’s family. Mini lives with Ghanshyam without having husband-wife relationship. But the
good behaviour of her husband gradually wins her heart.

Meanwhile, Naren comes to her in-laws house as a friend of her brother-in-law. In an accident her
in-laws come to know about the relationship between Mini and Naren. Ghanshyam’s mother raises great
ruckus and starts abusing Mini. In a fit of rage, Mini leaves her home with Naren, committing a big
mistake. Now Mini is in a great turmoil with great remorse. At the railway station when they are
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discussing what to do, a train arrives and just then Ghanshyam arrives to take Mini home. He forgives
her every lapse because of his magnanimous heart. The story delineates humbling of Mini’s ego, and
wins the traditional and conservative system. With a little changes the cinematization is successful.

MAJHLI DIDI

Majhli Didi is a famous short story which is cinematized on the silver screen by the great director
of Hindi cinema, Hrishikesh Mukherjee in 1967.

The eponymous protagonist Hemangini ‘Hem’ is the actual middle sister of her brothers, who is the
Chhoti Bahu, the wife of Bipin. Himangini’s sister in-law Kadambari, who does not like Hem, as Hem is
an educated young wife, who can think for herself, speaks up when she feels like it. Hem sometimes
holds the mirror up to Kadambari about her the hypocrisies and pettiness. Hemangini is so righteous that
she goes to court to testify against his brother-in-law which was a bold step in the then society.
Meanwhile, Kadambini’s step brother Kishan comes to live with his sister as he is alone in the world,
after the death of his mother. Kadambini keeps Kishan with them unwillingly as she wants to usurp the
land that is in the name of Kishan. Instead of going to school, Kishan starts working as a domestic
servant alongwith Nabin’s village shop. Kadambini does not give proper food to Kishan and puts him in
servant quarters. When Hemangini sees her attitude towards Kishan she could not help herself. She feeds
Kishan as his own sister. Several incidents make Hemangini develops a strong bond with Kishan. She is
unable to see him suffer. She loves him even more than her own son Lalit. She feels that Kishan needs
her help even more than her own children as he is helpless and has no one. In the end of the story, as well
as movie she resolves to leave village and live with Kishan to bring him up in peace. It is a story of a
Hem'’s fight for justice. She has a deep sense of right and wrong and she is willing to go to any length in
order to make things right which is nicely projected on the silver screen.

“Sharat The real secret of Sharat Chandra phenomenal popularity in Bengal was his theatricality,
the excessive outpouring of emotional juice and the deployment of smart repartee in dialogues- tears and
rhetoric-so adored by Bengalis and soon to be enjoyed in translation by the non Bengalis.” 3

Chandra Odyssey of women’s character is depicted with marvelous skill in the novel as well as movie.
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Abstract:

Nostalgia for the motherland is the quintessence of Diaspora. Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, the
South Asian American Diasporic writer depicts a beautiful description of the diaspora with the help of
Nostalgia. She captures the problematic issues and the concerns of the immigrants, who neither belong to
their homeland nor to the host land; who travel from one continent to another. These immigrants are often
seen craving for their past. Only when these immigrants move out of their motherland, they do understand
its importance.Whether voluntary or involuntary, the memories of home, people, family and the
surroundings attached to them are visible.Nostalgia for the homeland is expressed excellently by the
Diasporic writers even in the form of memories of the homeland’s flora and fauna. The present paper
depicts the trauma experienced by the migrants due to spatial displacements - a sense of nostalgia. The
characters of Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni’s The Vine of Desire portray such traumatic experiences, feeling
homelessness.

Keywords: Nostalgia, Immigrants, Memories, Home land, Host land, Homesickness.

Introduction:

The etymological meaning of the Greek word ‘Nostalgia’ is nostos (return home) and algia (pain).
Actually, it has origins in medical history, where it had been originally regarded as ‘a disease with
physical symptoms’ that were the result of ‘homesickness’.

In her book The Future of Nostalgia, Harvard Professor Svetlana Boym (2001) says that the word
was coined in 1688, by the Swiss doctor Johannes Hofer (in his medical dissertation) to identify the
homesickness of Swiss soldiers, who reacted physically to the hearing of certain folk melodies and the
eating of rustic soups while on missions away from home.

In his book Imaginary Homelands Salman Rushdie states “It may be ... writers in my position,
exiles or emigrants or expatriates, are haunted by some sense of loss, some urge to reclaim, to look
back...” (p.10)

Nostalgia connects to the notion of childhood and is allied with the beauty of nature and
countryside. Exile raises the sense of ‘belonging’ and ‘not belonging’. The yearning for home and
nostalgia for homeland becomes a constant presence. The fictional characters of Chitra Banerjee are often
seen leading a double life, sandwiched between the deep rooted Indian culture and the assimilated host
culture. They seem to be experiencing the ‘pulls’ and ‘push’ of both the distinct cultures.

Being an immigrant herself, Chitralekha Banerjee Divakaruni portrays the lives of expatriate young
women living in U.S. struggling hard to search their identity. She explores the themes of diaspora,
dislocation, home and exile in her novels. Her characters illustrate love, friendship, marriages, divorces,
child birth, miscarriage, parenting, separations, re-joining etc. America not only stands for dream of
freedom from traditional customs but also represent intellectual and financial liberation for the
immigrants.
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The Vine of Desire exposes women characters leaving their homes to America, the dreamland,
after their marriage in order to settle in a new land with their unknown husbands. Anju in The Vine of
Desire migrates to America. Life in India was full of relatives and life in U.S. is of lack of communication
and thus lonely. Due to this, Anju starts going back to her past reminiscing Indian memories. The
innocence of the childhood is revered and conveyed to her unborn son Prem. She remembers even the
smallest of the incidents in the past:

“... do you know you have three grandmothers: my mom, Sudha’s mom, and
Pishi, who’s my dad’s sister? — ... I used to hate that house, how ancient it was,
how it stood for everything ancient .... But now I miss it! I think of my room
with its cool, high ceilings, and my bed sheets which always smelled clean, like
neem leaves—and which | never had to wash myself!l— and the hundred year
old peepal trees that grew outside my windows. Sometimes I wish I hadn’t been
in such a hurry to come to America.” (VD13)

However, in the earlier days, for Anju, the so-called ‘promised land America’ meant “as amazing
as the fairy kingdom of Pishi’s tales” (VD179). The novels that she read during her childhood days make
her believe “that, if I could only get out of Calcutta to one of those exotic countries | read about, it would
transform me.” (VD14).

Anju’s soul sister Sudha sheds her traditional conservative role of a pitiable female and
transformsinto a liberal and self-dependent woman. She breaks all chains bound with her marriage.
Singlehandedly, she risks about bringing up her daughter. With all these burdens, she ventures to America
to give emotional support to her sister and a new direction to her life, yet aware of the fact that her dear
sister’s husband Sunil, has a passion for her. Sudha meets a woman named Sara, an Indian immigrant in a
park. Sudha pleads her for a job but Sarah tells her that she will inform it to a woman named Lupe, and
she will call Sudha if she finds a suitable job for her.

She takes up a job in U.S. as a home nurse to an octogenarian, Mr Sen, who suffers extreme
depression for home and India. Later she relieves the octogenarian of his homesickness and secures a life
for her daughter and herself.

Old age reminds one’s own homeland. The old man, Mr.Sen initially when moves to U.S., enjoys
being there; but soon starts feeling homesick. He wishes to spend his last days in his native land. Due to
stroke, he is bedridden and thus cannot travel back. Since there is no one in India to take care of his
father, Trideep isn’t able to send him. This angers the old man more. He refuses to eat, talk and even look
at them. The old man becomes sick both physically and mentally.“All he’ll say- in that painful stammer —
is,Sendme home, Deepu.” (VD 237)Sudha realizes, that Trideep’s “father closes his eyes because he can’t
stand to be here. In this bed, in this house, in this country, all of which is alien to him” (VD 278).

After being busy with the new job, Sudha acknowledges, “I will not think of the past. I will not
think Of. The past.”(VD 227-228) However, the old man reminds her of her father Singhji, whom she
could never take care of.

To make the old man feel better she plays Hindi music — song like “PyarDivanaHotaHai”. She
turns up the volume and swings with her daughter Dayita to the beats, “The past is the past is the past.”
(VD 245)Aida Khorsandi in her Master Dissertation titled Music-Related Nostalgic Experiences of Young
People Living in Migrationcomments:

“...Music seemed to play a triple role in nostalgic reverie; as a trigger for
nostalgia, as a mean to recall and simulate the memory-related emotional state,
and finally as a mood regulator tool.”

The song makes the old man think “of the rivers he would not see again. Green water.Kalmi rushes.
Cranes stepping stiffly on silt.” (VD 261)
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According to Anju, Sunil easily assimilates with the American culture. For him ‘being nostalgic’
doesn’t come easily. His past memories don’t interrupt him in his present. Sunil’s memories are so
limited. He shares his past to the little girl Dayita every day.He tells her only about his childhood days
and that he has no yearning for the bygone because his past was only a worry to him.He recollects his
home at India where he had no freedom and individuality.His father Mr. Majumdar is a very strict
man.His mother is under his oppression. He expresses his nostalgic moments describing how his mother
was unhappy, how as a child he was threatened and mesmerized by the threats and strange characters in
films.He wishes to cherish those memories in his real life. He also explains about his mother’s unhappy
and helpless condition to Dayita. This provokes him to hate his father and returns the money which the
father has spent for him for his upbringing. Since he needs to free himself from the bond of his father,
every month he deposits some amount to his father’s account.

Sunil attains his freedom by moving to America as he wants to be free from his father’s views and
clutches. He diverts his mind from past by keeping busy himself in music as his profession is a Disk
Jockey. Sunil describes himself as a child as: “a scabby boy with pencil-thin arms and legs, khakhi half-
pants, white shirt — the school uniform of Deshbandhu Boys School...” (VD 116).

Divakaruni, being an Indian, believes in mythology and therefore weaves myth into narrating
stories through the mouth-piece of Aunt Pishi, has told various mysterious stories to Sudha and Anju
during their childhood: “...Pishi is our fount of information, the one who tells us the stories our mothers
will not, the secret, delicious, forbidden tales of our past” (SMH 16) These girls as grown-ups cherish
these childhood memories.

Anju’s loneliness in America makes her talk to her unborn son Prem, who is in the warmth of her
womb. She shares about her past and conveys reminiscences of her childhood. At some instances, she is
affected with strong homesickness, goes to the flashback about her old house, the white elephants of the
mansion, Chatterjee family, their norms and so on. She senses pain for the change of things. She
remembers even silly incidents that took place in the past which she longs to retrieve. Anju recalls her
Indian home:

“It’s gone now. Demolished ...I used to hate that house, how ancient it was, how
it stood for everything ancient. | hated being cooped up in it and not allowed to
go anywhere except school. But now I miss it! | think of my room with its cool,
high ceilings, and my bed sheets, which always smelled clean, like neem leaves
—and which I never had to wash myself! — and the hundred — year old peepal
trees that grew outside my windows.”(VD 13).

Sudha too wishes to be in India: “I want to swim to India, to the parrot-green smells of childhood. |
want a mother’s arms to weep in. [ want my weather-vane mind to stop its manic spinning.” (VD 87)

However Sudha is happy to be in America because as she is silently leaving Anju’s home she feels,
“...passersby stare at me strangely. If this were India, at least half of them would know me. They’d ask
me a thousand questions, offer to help, give advice, may be even escort me back home. Thank God for the
impersonal customs of America.” (VD 204)

Past memories cause emotional stress in this novel. Being alone she remains lost in the memories
of Calcutta, her home town, and re-visualizes the activities going there. Her craving for India
recapspleasant memories, which heal the wound of loneliness when Sunil is busy with his job.
Immigrants lack communication regarding suggestions about pregnancy and delivery. Anju’s miscarriage
makes her feel lonely as she yearns for consolation. BeenaAgarwal says: “Her nostalgia and isolation
becomes more intense after her abortion. She unconsciously associates her personal tragedy with the shift
of location” (57)

Anju, who ever wanted to go abroad, now regrets, she says, “Sometimes I wish I hadn’t been in
such a hurry to come to America” (VD 13). Though Anju, as a young girl, dreams America, it now
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becomes the land of promise to her just like Pishi’s tales about a fairy kingdom. She recollects her room
in Calcutta, the ceiling, the bedsheets, the peepal trees too.

When Anju and Sudha are in the Calcutta mansion they both go to see the falling stars to wish on.
They go to the terrace, secretly at night to watch it. Anju asks Sudha “Do you miss India?” (VD 37), for
which Sudha cannot hide her answer she asks, “How do people here watch the stars?” (VD 37) Both the
sisters long for their past. Sudha visits America to help Anju recovers from the psychological trauma that
she suffers after the loss of her baby.

Sudha after getting the divorce wipes away her sindoor from her forehead. She thinks that she has
got rid of the marital relationship. Because of Anju’s wish, she moves to America for a beginning of new
life. But still she confesses: “Once in India I scrubbed the color of marriage from my forehead, believing |
was rid of it. But it comes back. Some mornings, my pillow seems faintly powdered with red” (VD 45).
Thus, the past does not allow her to think about her future. Wherever one goes, one cannot forget their
homeland. The thought of the homeland and the respect towards it, unconsciously presents in the blood of
the immigrants.

Lalit isa second generation immigrant of the host land, a doctor by profession. He is youthful,
charmingand friendly,following modern American mentality. He is attracted to Sudha and his comic
sense attracts her, in return. He is a perfect example of a typical assimilated Indian living in America.

Aida Khorsandiin his Master Dissertation says: “Nostalgia seems to be the most positive response
to feeling of loneliness, exclusion and self-discontinuity in times of social hardships.” (8-9). Sudha being
isolated at home goes to a park in America which is so clean with new equipments. She admires its
cleanliness, “A pretty park, clean, with new equipment.... So neat, so bright, so much space between
things.” (VD 81) But suddenly, her mind reminds her of the Indian parks where:

“People would jostle for space beneath the few banyan trees. The hot-gram and
ice-cream sellers would sing song their way between families with too many
children. Piebald dogs would follow them, panting endlessly. Bus fumes, spicy
pakoras, the too—sweet peaks of old woman’s hair candy. The odour of oleanders
crushed under small, excited shoes.” (VD 80-81).

Sudha then keeps Dayita on the spongy surface of the play area that edges the sand, and feels, “In
America, even falls don’t hurt. Entire generations of children, growing up innocent of pain...” (VD81)

Similar comparisons and contradictions from the original home with the adopted land dig out past
memories. When Sudha comes to America, the mothers give her the Indian-style calendar which “tells us
which days are auspicious, and which bad luck” (VD 149). Sudha hangs it on the kitchen wall. The
calendar, printed on very thin paper, had no pictures; may be it believed that, “The future is, after all, a
serious thing!” (VD 149)

Divakaruni’s various characters with different generations suffer in the clutches of the past
memories as they are not in a condition to shed off Indian ways and follow the American. There is a tug
of war between homeland and host land. Though Sudha wants to forget all her past, her mind yields to the
past from time to time. When she receives a package from the postman she thinks: “For a little while she
made herself new under a new roof, among people innocent of her history. But the past has the habit of
catching up with you, even in Berkeley. Now she must deal with it” (VD 295). Sudha wants to forget all
her miserable past and always wants to cherish her days with Anju. She wants to remember that whenever
she feels sad, she thinks about her childhood days with Anju. That is the only past, she wants to
remember till the end. Thus to say, Sudha wants to cherish her golden days, enjoying the nostalgia.

In Divakaruni’s narration, the past is never hidden. Memories are the symbol of innate bonding
with one’s native cultural roots and it positively obstructs the process of assimilation. In an Interview with
Beatrice Culleton says:
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“History is memory.When memories are pleasant they are as smooth as the fleet
of a butterfly. Memories could be haunting too. Still when re-lived, these
haunting memories become records of the past and lessons to the present.” (26)

Conclusion:

Nostalgia is more a thing of realisation, of perception. It is a direct access to an Indian mind. In
other words, ‘It is India in microcosm’. It is Indianness. Both Sudha and Anju in The Vine of Desire are
deeply rooted to India. They attempt to enjoy their present by living in the past. They are seen connected
to their olden golden memories. However, other characters in the novel like Sunil, Lupe, Trideep, Lalit
have accepted and assimilated the American mentality. They seem to be enjoying the liberties America
gives them. They do not get disturbed to their past for a longer time.

A component of nostalgia is depicted in the novels of Chitra Banerjee Divakaruni, which shows
family relationships, emotions, love, revenge, loneliness, homelessness, alienation, belongingness and so
on. Much of her work deals with the immigrant experience as an important theme in the mosaic of
American society. Her characters reveal their sweet/bitter past experiences.

For ShashiTharoor, India is a country, which despite of differences of ethnicity, geography,
language and religion, holds together through her common adherence. He writes:

“If America is a melting pot, then to me India is a Thali, a selection of sumptuous dishes in
different bowls. Each tastes different and does not necessarily mix with the next, but they belong together
on the same plate and they complement with each other in making the meal a satisfying repast.” (p.107)
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“VIHAN A. NAIK’S POETRY CHANGE OUR VISION OF LIFE &
CONTEMPORARY VALUES”
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ABSTRACT- This theme coincides with the idea of techno-culture and hyper-reality because Vihang A.Naik’s
(Vihang Ashokbhai Naik) poems speak about a writer’s consciousness for making an autonomous creation that
incorporates the diverse aspects of modern life. He provides a general context and allows the readers' imagination
to shape the various elements, themes, imagery and factual references that are fragmented and dispersed throughout
his entire work whereas his creations are based on the construction of language that largely points to the culture of
modern society. His poems are also rich in the use of metaphors to convey his feelings but the way he poetically
campaigned for the earthquake victims his state, shows that Vihang the man who is no less important than Vihang
the poet. The poet has tried to show his innermost feelings and experience on many issues related to our existence
and survival on this universe and has dealt successfully with some religious, social, cultural, and emotional themes
in his poetry and there is an uninterrupted sequence of events, character development, and actions where a
sense of alienation of character and world is created to form a kind of structure. No poet can remain untouched
with the impact of the age in which he is living and the same is with the case of Naik because he is an independent
poet belongs to the age of new poetry because he does with his easy gestures and there is no impediment posed by
his scholarship. His poetry represents a decentered concept of the universe where individual works are not isolated
creations in the fabric of literary creation and he examines the pros and cons of the realities of modern city life
bringing forth the judgment on this particular matter by discussing it in his poem.

KEYWORDS - 1. Introduction, 2. Vision of life, 3. Role of Society, 4. Contemporary values, 5. Conclusion.

INTRODUCTION - Naik is a poet per excellence in creating and mixing emotions such as feelings,
thoughts, disgust. Pity, sorrow, joy, pain, pleasure, victory, defeat, depression, frustration, enthusiasm and
many more and his poetic corpus shows these opposite aspects in a very beautiful way and this great poet
was born in Surat, Gujrat on September 2, 1969. From Surat, he moved to Baroda, Ahmedabad and other
cities out of Gujarat. His travels gave him unigue insight into life and humanity for his creative writing.
Navrachana was his primary school then he changed cities and schools. He got his early education from
Navrachna School in Vadodara, Gujrat. He has completed his B.A.in English and Philosophy in 1993. He
has done his M.A. in English literature and Indian literature in translation in the year 1995 from the
Maharaja Sayajirao University of Baroda. He has also worked as a teacher in UGC recognized colleges
with Hemchandracharya North Gujrat University. Since July 28, 1997, to the present time, he is working
as an associate professor at Shree Ambaji Arts College in Gujrat. His poetic career came into vogue with
the publication of some of his poems gradually in some literary journals, anthologies, and e-publications
and which won him awards. Now he is India’s well-known poet of the modern age who is cordially
devoted to Indian literature. He has won Michael Madhusudan prize for poetry in 1998. He is one of those
poets whose poetic power draws the realistic picture of society including its multiple perspectives. It
seems that he took so many themes (from basic to hi-fi) to mend the society by spreading the light of true
knowledge through his poems. He is a bilingual poet who has tried his hand to write poems in both
languages in Gujrati and in English. His writing style which is free from all shackles and the different
themes taken by him in his poems distinguished him from other poets of Indian writing in English. His
poems, very short and playful mostly, contain strange melancholia about them which will soothe those
hardcore lovers of poetry who want to see the words in rough action most of the times because he seems
to be disillusioned with city life and finds solace in the emotional sensibility of the heart which celebrates
love as an indistinguishable part of human life. The present paper will explore the mystery of Vihang A.

VOL.6 | ISSUE 12 | DEC. 2019 59 www.newmanpublication.com



New Man International Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies ISSN: 2348-1390
Impact Factor: 4.321 (IIJIF)

Naik's poetry and how he tries to make a man realize the necessity of wisdom in the potion of free life and
his poems exhibit a clear influence of William Shakespeare, Michael Drayton, T.S. Eliot, Nissim Ezekiel,
P. Lal, and Kamla Das. He is now well-known and familiar and established the name in the area of Indian
English Poetry. He is also known as a progressive poet.

VISION OF LIFE - Naik is mainly objective in his attitude towards modern city life and he had
exploited certain incidents of his life in his poems because he seems to be greatly inspired by the Indian
philosophy because there are clear inclinations of his being influenced by it as we see many poems in the
collection which are philosophical in tone viz ‘Prayer’, ‘A Reader’s Response’ , ‘A Poem and Questions’,
‘At Seventeen’, ‘A Matter of Life’, ‘Questions’ , ‘A Poet’ and some other, therefore, this paper will
mainly focus on his vision of life and the process of poetic creation shedding the light on the issues of
modern life common to the world in his poetry. His poetry depicts a confluence of his consciousness
taking an alien stance in the deceptively familiar world where Naik seems to be greatly inspired by the
Indian philosophy because there is clear inclination of his being influenced by it, as we see many poems
in the collection are philosophical in tone.

“Life is a dream for the wise, a game for the fool, a comedy for the rich, a tragedy for the poor.”
(Sholom Aleichem). As he also expressed life as a game.

After your play
of hide and seek you
grow up. a adult.
life becomes now
a game lost in seeking.
a meaningless search.
(‘Growing Up’)

Love, longing, socio-political concerns, philosophy of life, spiritual, personal, impersonal aspects
of life, his personal experiences, his deep musings and reflections find a great expression in his poetry. He
expresses his views-

"Beauty is surf
Surfing beauty
Here there is
no boundary."

All the difficulties hurdles and dissatisfactions for the real barriers faced by human being poet in
their entire course of a lifetime and again. Let us have a glimpse.

“How about making a poem within
a poem? You smell ocean and
the sand. A life within a poem.
She composed herself from the surf.
The night lamp burns.
At the corner of the desk
Life is a philosophy
Book with pencil marks,
wounds and comments. A poem
You canceled at the end...”

His philosophy has given away to his unique style of poetry which is spontaneous, straight
forward, intellectual, meaningful, and carry adequate emotional intensity for craving for heightened moral
responsibility and urban sobriety, his emotions appear to have endowed with hackneyed ambits that seek
and pop-up with somber philosophy towards modern tech-man because the poet, therefore, upholds the
mechanized mode of life and the anxiety of a politically tensed ambiance of the newly evolving modern
lifestyle.

ROLE OF SOCIETY - In his poems, we find a picture of social unrest and he has a keen interest in the
study of natural philosophy, continues to flow like an ever fresh lake of lyrics and contain several
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precious gems deep inside its surface. His philosophy has given way to his style, which is straightforward
but meaningful and he displays city life in various ways in Poetry Manifesto. In ‘The Bunyan City’ he
personifies the city and defines it as
"This aged city,
facing the withered glory,
now wrinkled, cracked,

weather — beaten

with dim eyes....."

In this poem, he expresses social ingratitude with a pang banging against the callous side of
sophisticated society. His current ideas expose present and future of society and that is the most
humanistic approach to the changing conditions of the modern age and he is obsessed with the creative
process of writing (or making poems) in an ambiance of baffling problems of our existing society and as
poet Dr. Vihang Naik has also expected to enjoy colorful society by poetry. He comes to the fact that
almost all the society’s gains in the fields of technological progress are found to be the reason for the
abnormal behavior of the season and it can be noticed that if one fails to restore the ecological balance
then it must lead to severe consequences, when the maturity of opinion is accompanied by the maturity of
age is attained then it may develop a step above the concepts of even heaven and hell. The existing social
structure is influenced by many factors and forces that is a subject to continuous change where Naik's
poems making is a result of a number of experiences, emotions, feelings, passions, hardships, grievances,
setbacks, attachments and breakups encountered by heart time to time.

He is one of those poets whose poetic power draws the realistic picture of society
including its multiple perspectives where The expansion of our senses on how language and symbols
operate or make their way by demonstrating their ability to reflect unconscious fears, thoughts, motives,
and devices are the critical approaches of a psychological poem. Nonetheless, his distinct mode of writing
offers us to feel and experience intense personal anxiety making him readable at both ends, in the same
way, all the aspects of contemporary Indian life aesthetically and thematically placed in Naik's poetic
collections. The poet seeks to uncover the repressed self and tries to understand why the individual
creates thoughts and feelings leading to an increased understanding of different issues to integrate the
movement of various approaches in life, therefore Vihang’s stance remains to eke out an urgent panacea
against modern spiritual eccentricity and he desires to what his emotions by means of apt lexemes.
CONTEMPORARY VALUES - Here we come to know about the mental function of the poet as an
individual and his social behaviors while exploring the psychological process that underlies his cognitive
functions and behavior. The poet remembers his childhood memories that chase away all painful
thoughts and enriches his mind with contentment. He states that:

“After your play
Of hide
And seek you
Grow up an adult”.
His speculations on love, betrayal, despair, and loss of values find symbolic expression when he
avers:
“words hit
me back in anger
that formed from this same ink

themselves

a guilt-point

searching the lost face”

(Wanted).

His genuine compassion for the poetic process can also be seen in his poems entitled: “Wanted”,
“Making of a Poet”, “In Rains”, “The Absent Poem”, “A Poem.” The picturesque description of his
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personal feeling and strong emotion throws light on the creative writing or poetic process as in” Making
of A Poet” he writes:
"Sometimes you feel the urge to fly
With birds against the sun
A wish to walk down the streets
A city as a stranger
A desire to be alone amid the crowed
Be lost in the flow
Listen to rains or jungle drum beats
Howl with wolves or talk to walls
Did you instruct your hand to move
Or make a poem?
Then you may even wonder how poetry ( Kavya Bharti 100)".

However, Naik is for not distracting himself with inquiries into problems of subjectivity and

textuality, somewhat puzzling in a field of literature where subjectivity and textuality are of paramount
importance, he portrays the particular to represent the universal so that his poetry-lovers could be content
to survive with love, dignity, values, and humanity.
CONCLUSION — To conclude it can be said that a brief study of his poems of the comparatively
postmodern the phase of the literature shows that this period’s works are more intricate, more thoughtful,
more serious and more sophisticated. The poems in his collection are the fine reflections of his creative
writing, embodied poet™s imagination, and emotional intensity, intellectual and philosophical attitude
which have been beautifully placed in his poetry with experiment, he writes the word in small letters in
order to euphemistically ridicule or elevate the importance while at the other time, he capitalizes the
words to lambast or mirror the over heightened effect of the same word. His belief that human life is
worth living with honour and love promulgate his mind in tandem with a miserable sense of relief
because Vihang Naik is has revealed that myths are one of the segments which serve to determine the
Indian ness in our literature. In fact, his poesy prescribes an antidote to disillusionment and urban anxiety
of the modern society and the poet has tried to show his innermost feelings and experience on many
issues related to our existence and survival on this universe and has dealt successfully with some
religious, social, cultural, and emotional themes in his poetry.
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Abstract: Adiga’sThe White Tiger pertinently presents the society and culture of modern India. The narrator of the
novel, BalramHalwai, rises in his life and career through crookedness, deceit, and falsehood ascending to heights in
business circles in Bangalore. The action in the novels is collected in a letter that Balram writes to the Chinese
Premier, Wen Jiabao, so as to enable him to win power and influence amidst Indian entrepreneurs. The present paper
seeks to analyse the layers of social order working in India and how deep they have gone into tearing apart the
integrity of the nation which hitherto appears united and as one.

Keywords: corruption, marginalisation, capital, stratification, politics.

Balram was born at a village in Bihar, where he is employed as a car driver to the wealthiest man
in the village. Balram’s fortune takes on to the road as the wheel of their Honda City car move. He swiftly
learns all the avarice and malice of his employer like, tapping gas, deal with corrupt mechanics, and refill
and resell Johnnie Walker black label bottles, as he watches his employer bribe foreign ministers for tax
breaks and drive other benefits. He eventually learns how to find a way out of the great Indian rooster
coop and rise in life realising that no one can escape the vicious circle of life. Balram charismatically
teaches us that neither religion creates virtue, nor does money solve every problem, but graciousness in
the corrupt world can be of great use as it can drop you at the right time in the right place.

Balram was born in impoverished Indian rural area submerged deep in the dark dungeons of
corruption, inequality and poverty. He is taken out of school into child labour in order to assist his family
financially to pay off loans. The place he inherits is devoid of all fundamental right, have no medical
facilities, where during elections local chieftains rig the polling booths with administration or the police
paying no heed. Throughout the narrative he recalls his village as a world of darkness and his
determination to escape from this world. He incidentally manages to become a driver in the home of his
vicious landlord, from where sheer luck transports him to the illuminated city of Delhi.

India is a place of ruthless injustice and despicable corruption, where the poor are exploited by
the rich to drain whatever they possess. Adiga presents the servitude still witnessed in the India social
circles adorned by the rich and powerful. Balram, Adiga’s white tiger says that Indian has remained intact
and an economic power due to the loyalty of the servants, who do not know how to rebel against their
exploitative masters. He adds that these men have taught the bulk of the Indian population the art of
remaining strong, talented, intelligent persons in every way in perpetual servitude. He compares the
nation of India and its state to the rooster coop, where these people being involved in various jobs like
delivering essentials, handling cash of master which may sometimes be in millions, carrying cases full
diamonds, but never envisage a plan to run away with these valuables which is worth of their many years’
salary and the steal could last them throughout their lives freeing from all miseries. He says as 99.9% of
people have been trained to be loyal to their masters in any event they are caught up in a rooster coop

VOL.6 | ISSUE 12 | DEC. 2019 63 www.newmanpublication.com



New Man International Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies ISSN: 2348-1390
Impact Factor: 4.321 (IIJIF)

situation. PrathibaNagpal says that Adiga takes away the “last vestibule of dignity-their honesty, from
these sad people existing on the periphery and attributes their situation to their conditioning.” (Nagpal,
151) Over the years these people have learned to live in, “perpetual servitude; a servitude so strong that

you put the key of his emancipation in a man's hand and he will throw it back at you with a curse” (WT,
176)

The powerful have capital with them which enables them to purchase these serfs and employ
them in the way approved by them. This capital is what makes these man slaves. This power capital
equation has been aggravated by the socio-cultural circumstances which directly compel the deprived
class to live as slaves. Balram is a fine example of this state of affairs, he has to work as a bonded labour
simply because his family took a loan for the wedding and had to repay. The entire family is forced to
work, “in a tea shop. Smashing coals” ... “wiping tables” (WT, 38) as slaves in return of the loan they
drew. On being apprenticed as a driver with the village landlord Balram could not ask for a salary as he
considered his masters alike his parents and was taught to wait and expect and not to ask.

He works hard in the household, despite being a driver, cooks, massages his master, sweeps the
lawn, and else, so as to win faith of master and prove his loyalty to the family. The driver’s uniform does
fill him with pride but that pride is to be sustained within himself. He can never express himself, or show
his discontent and anguish even when the masters scold him. The life of servitude has entered deep into
him as the men with money are supposed to be more respectable. Adiga reflects that is the distribution of
wealth that leads to serfdom—the poor remain inferior and lead a life uncultured as they are not taught
decency. Pinky Madam calls him an uncivilized monkey, who scratches his groin and never brushes his
teeth because his father never taught these things. Balram states: “Why had my father never told me not to
scratch my groin? Why had my father never taught me to brush in milky foam? Why had he raised me to
live like an animal? Why do all the poor live in such filth, such ugliness?” (WT, 151)

Capital functions to foster economic inequalities—man with capital is a human being, those
without no better than an animal. This state of being poor drops men in a state of rooster coop living the
life of a slave. Through the one rupee coin episode Adiga wonderfully drags our attention to the plight of
the poor and their miserable condition they have been dropped in only because they are poor. This bitter
humiliation scene deserves no accolades but narrates the cruelty of the rich as well. When Mr. Ashok and
Mukesh bribed were returning home, Mukesh unknowingly dropped a one rupee coin inside the car. He
made Balram to search for the missing coin. Unable to find the coin and defer the search Balram dropped
a coin on the car floor from his pocket and returned it to Mukesh.

When Pinky madam, being heavily drunk, drives the car killing a street child in Delhi, the value
of a poor people in the eyes of the rich surfaces. Instead of being sorry Ashok. “What are these children
doing, walking about Delhi at one in the morning, with no one to look after them?” Balram replies:... you
know how those people in the darkness are: they have eight, nine, ten children-sometimes they don't
know the names of their own children. (WT, 164)

The episode bring a jolt to Balram’s life. Mukesh and Ashok want Balram to take onus of the
crime committed by Pinky. This speaks of the pathetic condition of the poor in India. We observe a great
difference between the one who are economically powerful and on the other one who are deprived not
only of the basic necessities of life but life itself. Ashok Mitra in his book The Nowhere Nation says:

Globalisation has embraced the developing nations like India, the result of which is that the rich
are becoming richer and the poor poorer. Humanitarian approach has lost its way in the jungle of
materialism. Mall culture welcomes a rich man, not a poor man. Politicians, the so-called
people’s representatives welcome the rich who bribe them inside their office and make the poor
people, who voted them, stand outside. (126)

BalramHalwai, the protagonist of The White Tiger, lived a clean life being loyal and working hard
for his masters only due to his financial poor condition and as a result of his poverty he is punished by the
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landlords for being hanged in place of Pinky’s fault. His poverty has made him suffer persistently and
converted him into a serf and it is pelf that has decided the existence of a man in a social setup. This
striking difference is what makes up the essence of the novel. When Pinky leaves Ashok and moves to
America master is broken and the servant has to fill the vacuum. He cares for all the needs of Ashok,
takes him to dinner, orders dishes not knowing whether Ashok will eat them, and notices the stark
distinction that food ordered in one go is “enough to feed a rich man or a whole family.” (WT, 238)

Money corrupts all, it corrupts Ashok and he loses his life out of his greed for money, it turns
Balram to act criminally, and ascertains the fact that a position in society can only be achieved through
the possession of wealth and links economic well-being to individual’s values and conduct. The poor are
poor as they do not want to come out of their pathetic state and claim their rightful place amidst the larger
body of people. The hope that one day things will be all right is a mere dream that will never come true.
The novel seems to illustrate that still the poor are not independent and are still continuing to be slaves
out of their own faults. Its structured in form of a confession of its protagonist entailing how he has
crookedly managed to break away the jinx on him and turn himself into an entrepreneur and successful in
terms of social organisation and conduct. Adiga conveys through his novel that poverty results in
dishonesty, bribery, corruption and immoral behaviour. He presents in his novel a money driven society.
He explicitly narrates how the lack money can drive people to wrong deeds and action. It is the meagre
salary that Mr. Ashok paid Balram to live in a city, which ultimately provokes him to kill his master.

His life presents two sides of his personality bearing opposite opinions. One where he thinks that
these masters still “own them and their body, soul and arse” (WT, 163 ); and the other where he realises
the injustice meted out to the poor at the hands of the rich and makes up his mind to kill his master and
steal the red bag full of money. He runs away to Bangalore where he finds the flare in outsourcing, and
plans to be associated with it. He stole the idea from Mr. Ashok. Mr. Ashok was upset at his deeds and
desires to start a neat business, “Something clean. Like outsourcing.” (WT, 210). Balram shuns the
drapery of BalramHalwai stepping into the shoes of Ashok Sharma, having stolen his money and his ideas
turns a north Indian entrepreneur settled in Bangalore. He soon prospers there having bought a fleet of
cars and soon reincarnates form, “a driver to a master,” observing that he is now a, ““a master of drivers”.
(WT, 302)

Conclusively Balram has neither friends nor sentiments. He pursues wrong ways that lead a man
nowhere. It may appear that he has broken the rooster coop, but in fact he has just exchanged his place
with Mr. Ashok, and is now living his life. It is not surprising to note that after coming to Bangalore he
performs the last rites for the family members so that they may not come in his dreams. He prays for all
his aunts, cousins, nephews, nieces and even the water buffalo. He imagines the soul of his brother
Kishan and granny Kusum and prays to let him live in peace. He no more desires to live with the burden
and hence severs himself from his family by performing the last rite. SimmiGurwara says in his article
that Balram: “... is a white tiger who neither has a family nor friendship because it will not be safe for
him from the point of view of his position of being the boss. He is a real entrepreneur who does not have
the word ‘sentiment’ in his dictionary.” (Gurwara, 162)

Class stratification is another major aspect of the novel. Karl Marx postulates history as a struggle
between various classes in society. His theory challenges the stratification of the society into bourgeoisie
and proletariat: the class that controls the means of production and the class that serves bourgeoisie so as
to earn their living. Marxism questions the social system and built solely for the maintenance of the
privileged position of bourgeoisie. This class stratification has become so integral with human existence
that it is almost impossible to abolish. This social man-made structure keeps the society divided and is
directed to sustain the upper classes at the cost of proletariats and its only weapon of division being the
distribution of wealth. Money not only keeps these classes divided but also sustains them. A revolution
or a so called revolt is only possible when the proletariat becomes conscious of the class divisions and
quit their passive obedience to the system. For this the working class should have class consciousness to
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abolish this callous classification convention. Marx called these proletariat to support a revolution as they
have nothing to lose but their chains. (Marx, 258) The White Tiger by AravindAdiga has its protagonist,
Balram, break the shackles of class through class consciousness. His awareness make him and rip the
facade of the division of society.

Societies are not only divided into proletariat and bourgeoisie but there are numerous other sub
divisions. There are many fissures in Indian society that Adiga highlights in The White Tiger. People are
divided on the basis of the liquor they drink—English liquor men and Indian liguor men. The former is
for the rich the latter is for the poor of India. So that’s class division those who buy English liquor are
privileged even liquor sellers attend them with dignity; and the other who buy Indian liquor are
underprivileged, they have to wait longer in queues than others to get their liquor order owing to being of
the servant class—the poor.Balram says, “... In this country, we have two kinds of men: Indian liquor
men and English liquor men.” (WT, 73)

There is categorisation amidst servants too—No. 1 and No 2. Adiga narrates Balram’s experience
of buying English liquor for his rich masters and the sense of depravity for their inability to drink Black
Dog as it is expensive—a luxury. He tells us “He wanted to hold the bottle; he wanted to hold the full
virgin bottle of first class whisky in his hand. He wanted to imagine that he was buying it for himself.”
(WT, 75) Further, the language, the food, the dress, the ways of living, sleeping and eating speak about a
person’s class. Adiga presents in his novel the division amidst people on basis of their food, alcohol they
drink, the schools they attended, and their petty habits their caste. BalramHalwai divides people into two
based on the basis of size of their belly; and the nation into two, as an area of darkness and the other of
light—physical feature. He adds India of light belongs to the rich, whereas India of darkness is the India
of the poor. Ironically the one belonging to hardworking people who work as labourers on fertile green
lands, so as to turn them full of rice and wheat fields on which the rich could feed and retain light of their
houses.

Adiga says that residents of the India of Light have stolen this light from the India of Darkness,
and they survive on the hardships and resources provided to them by these people. Adiga steps into the
British legacy presenting a desolate and realistic image of India which is savagely dark, rotten, and
corrupt, where the rich expect their dogs to be treated as human beings and treat the poor as dogs. The
poor live in pitiable animal like condition. There are no facilities for them whether it be hospital,
education, shelter, and food. Balram studied at a school where big lizards crawl, the school building and
walls are all broken and there is no furniture for the students. He says that electricity poles are there but
they are defunct. There is no water supply for the poor to drink. (WT, 20) he jeers at government’s plans
of elevating the nation of poverty and bigotry, instead of strengthening schools, hospitals, providing
electricity to every household, better living conditions, they talk of providing cell phones to everyone.
Certainly the politicians are more concerned about the rich and not about the poor and to uplift their
status.

Adiga contrasts the choices of Indians and digs at their future aspirations which they have created
not considering the demands of the day but out of their wrong dreams. The poor are completely devoid of
their aspirations and chose what they want, they are left only on mercy of the rich. Balram only has the
courage to break away from the jinx and dares to go beyond the boundaries set for him as a member of
dark, unprivileged India. The poor move to cities only to continue to be serfs, they only change their
masters and not their physical and social conditions. They live in dungeons in the city, are scattered
throughout its span, and live with only expectant eyes to fulfil their dreams which they are prohibited to
achieve. Their failure is their own weakness. They neither want to change nor have the courage like
Balram to steal opportunities and become masters, even by killing their masters.

Balram realizes these brutal realities in time, and though he is unable to complete his academic
education, he turns to be a keen observer and resumes with the worldly education. His school is the tea
stall where he was initially apprenticed as a child, from his master a driver, and wherever he got an
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opportunity to overhear something important. We realise later in the novel that his school didn’t
mistakenly dubbed him a white tiger. He soon picks the choices adopted by Mr. Ashok, his master, and
prefers to wear similar clothes and buy similar things. He does this to the extent of resolving never to
wear the clothes of his past life again. Instead he dresses like his master and endeavours to look like him
things that reflect his aspiration to become a master in the coming years.

Balram journeys from rags to riches because of his ability to learn even in the adverse conditions
and use the opportunity that came his way. He learns from people, from his experience as well as from
others’ experience. His migration to city makes him conscious of class and realise the divisions at its
heart. He quickly conforms to city life and its division into two—one of light and the other of darkness.
He shuns the area of darkness realising that the dark sides of the country are meant for, “half-baked men.”
(WT, 53)

He soon steps into his master’s shoe and adopts his life style, dressing, his type of concubines so
that it may make him feel like his master. He instead realises that everything in the world of rich is a farce
and what the poor get is their leftovers. He was hit by the truth of the golden hair girl that master used to
sleep with and wonders at the realisation that her hair are dyed and not real. He says, “That is when it hit
me, in the way it never had before — how the rich always get the best things in life, and all that we get is
their leftovers.” (WT, 233)

The rift is so huge that the rich ruling elite grab their wealth making the proletariat work and in
return are reluctant to spend even a single penny on them. The incidence where Balram’s losing one coin
makes Ashok’s elder brother go mad, exposes the filth of exploiters who do let the poor have even a small
part of the money. Balram breaks the shackles and becomes a part of the master’s class, stealing the
money. He ponders how the ninety-nine percent of the population is enslaved by the one percent ruling
rich. The only transformation we find in him is the fact that he avoids doing all those things to his
workers that he despised when he was a servant. He learns the tactics of progressing in a capitalist society
and never employs the harsh discrimination he was meted out by his once masters. His spic and span and
breaking the rooster coop enables him to come out of the shackles of poverty and class.
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In the mid-twentieth century America, confessional poetry occupies a prominent place, as the poets felt
intense longing to confess. A few poets like Robert Lowell, Anne Sexton, and Roethke felt that the poet
should confess their psychological disturbances, their sense of guilt, their true inner feelings, their
sorrows, sufferings and their agonies. David Shapiro remarked : All poetry is a matter of confession and
reticence.?

The word "Confessional” poetry emerged with the publication, of Robert Lowell's immensely influential
Life Studies, in 1958. The critics and reviewers were looking for a suitable label to apply to this evidently
'new' kind of poetry. Professor M.L. Rosenthal was one of the earliest critics/ reviewers to invent this
ascription in his book The New Poets (1967). Rosenthal points out, "many of the motifs and
developments" present in a "confessional” poem include:

The alienation of sensibility by modern war and the technology displacement of human values, and the
directions of (Anglo-American) poetry, particularly the Romantic and primitivist criticism of these
tendencies, the emphasis on the individual as their victim, and deliberate brutality of the speaking voice at
the end to reinforce the impression of utter vulnerability. The fragmentation of the long poem is an aspect
of alienation.?

This ascription of the work is not only related to Robert Lowell but also to that of Theodore Roethke,
John Berryman, Sylvia Plath, Anne Sexton, W.D. Snodgrass. They all stuck for it as a convenient marker
for a certain kind of a poem.

Confessional poetry has been rightly called a "psychic striptease”. In this materialistic age, when we all
have become extremely self-critical, the poet explores his soul and articulates his feelings in the form of
poetry, which gives him aesthetic pleasure. It will not be out of place to quote in this regard the opinion of
Anne Sexton:

It is very embarrassing for someone to expose their body to you. You don't, learn anything from it. But if
they expose their soul, you learn something. That is true of great writers.

All confessional poetry stems out from the poet's need to confess and so each poet cast this mode in
different ways in keeping with his basic temperament. Robert Phillips opines that a confessional mode is
a declaration of dependence, or of guilt or of anguish and sufferings.* The confessional poet does not
allow restrictions on subject-matter even though it is usually personal. Confessional mode generally
centres round the personal failure, mental illness and traumatic experiences.

Confessional poetry is not so much a revelation of intimate personal details, as is commonly understood,;
rather it is a serious endeavour to redefine human identity. Milton rightly said that a book is a life-blood
of the author. It simply implies that the author is present in the book in one form or the other. The poets in
order to hide their identity may resort to some devices like the objective correlatives, legends, myth-
making and symbols.

In confessional poetry as the name itself shows, the biographical details of the poet are artistically
revealed and, at times, their confessions appear to be very direct. Their private experiences are significant
for the poet, as is evident in the poetry of confessional poets. The confessional poets with the help of art
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communicate the experiences in such a manner that it finds an echo in every heart. The poet makes his
psychic disturbances look impersonal, human and universal.

This technique forms an important part of confessional poetry, as it establishes a meaningful and
close contact between the readers and the poet. Thus, it is wrong to say that there is a loss of living
contact with the reader in confessional poetry. In this connection, E.R. Taylor's statement is important:

The confessional poem seems so amiable, it is available to the reader; it makes the poet feel better
yet it uses the poet shabbily; the poem that seemed to him his very individuality tends to fall into a
clinical type and its grasp of the reader deprives the reader of one chief pleasure of poetry, the feeling of
having come upon a silence, a privacy upon intellect existing unselfconsciously somewhere out of the
reach of camera.®

An important feature of confessional poetry is purgation or catharsis. The poetry is an act of
creation by a person who has himself undergone those chaotic experiences. The feeling of agony is
something that, after going through these poems, we may feel on our own pulses. A confessional poet is
highly subjective and therefore has to understand the implication of these experiences before putting
them in the artistic form of a poem. Thus, the subjective or the autobiographical element forms the
basic distinctive feature of confessional poetry. Confessional poetry presents an abnormal, deviant or
psychopathic mind whose extreme personal experiences stir the reader at a deeper level.

The act of writing confessional poetry implies not only a desire for self-purgation, but also a
desire for transmuting one's traumatic experiences into something creative work of art and a poem.
Emphasizing the literal transcription of life into poetry, Roethke considered that the confessional poets
laid bare their heart to their readers. His following remark is significant in this regard:

My secrets cry aloud.

I have no need of tongue.

My heart keeps open house.
My dresses are widely swung.®

Allen Ginsberg and John Berryman in line with the opinion of Roethke, make an over-attempt of
exposing their sex life. Such person's equated life with poetry and the critics felt interested in the poet's
private sorrows and sufferings. Sylvia Plath and Kamala Das also do tell about their private agonies,
psychic disturbances, and their sense of guilt in a very artistic manner. Agony is considered one of the
important reasons for confession. It has its roots in one's unfulfilled desires and corrosion of hope.

Agony imparts a spirit of depression, gloom and frustration. It is seen that agony and despair stem
in poet's life from political upheavals, sexual inhibitions, financial hardships, psychic disturbances and
feeling of being unprotected and unemployment etc. A general survey into the life of modern man reveals
that there is a complete breakdown of ideals and values and the absence of sustaining faith. At times,
sufferings of man compel him to resignation. Thus, man suffers not only socially but also personally,
privately and spiritually.

The genesis of individual tragedy lies in the struggle of the aspiring mind. This struggle becomes
painful and death-like. As regards the confessional poets, their agony is personal and spiritual. Agony of
life strikes at their close relationship and the individual is confronted with cold destiny and spiritual
isolation. It is a fact that agony and sufferings are common in human society, the cold interior of man
revolts and life becomes chaotic and disorganized.

It was agony, self-sufferings and tortured psyche of the American poets like Robert Lowell, Anne
Sexton, Theodore Roethke and Sylvia Plath that compelled them to express themselves in their poetry.
Sylvia Plath among them, being a hypersensitive person and endowed with artistic skill, was eminently
successful as a creative writer. Among the Indian English Post-Independence poets, like Nissim Ezekiel,
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Kamala Das, Jayanta Mahapatra, Dom Moraes, P.Lal and Suresh Nath, have successfully couched their
tortured psyche and despair in poetry. Raymond Williams opines:

In absurdist experience, agony is individual.... Agony is seen as a collective experience, as the experience
of everyone.... The entire human race suffers from the division between itself and the rest of the world.’

Confessional poetry with its legendary and romantic aura has always been a centre of attraction. The
interest, does not lie in knowing the private life of the poets but it is the artistic beauty of the presentation
that glues the reader to this type of poetry. Some critics who think that confessional poetry is confused
with personality have raised objections against confessional poetry. The critics are awed by the colourful
personality of the author and thus they relegate art to individual.

The poetry of Sylvia Plath and Kamala Das are widely referred cases in this regard as the two poets have
interesting personalities with their despair, mental disturbances, candidness, courage, fortitude but also
meticulous and conscious artists. It is because of the wrong notion about confessional poetry that some
critics have sensationalized Plath's poetry by constantly referring to her courting with death, suicide and
father-fixation. In this way her artistic achievement are over-shadowed by sensationalism.

The English poet who comes very close to these poets is John Keats. "Ode to Nightingale" wherein a
passionate longing for the ideal love is overpowering and is at the heart of the poem. These confessional
poets have the artistic power to articulate their personal experiences, by skilful manipulation of imagery
into a general and universal symbol. Just opposed is impregnable objectivity of T.S. Eliot.

R.P. Blackmur aptly identifies the confessional poets with peregrine, the alien wandering and always a
migrant bird and everywhere met but never at home, a restless soul:

Peregrine that takes the attribute unappeasable also, for it is the demand of the peregrine, whether outsider
or pilgrim that cannot be met.®

A sensitive poet is, as all confessional poets are deeply struck with the gap between the ideal and the real.
It is here that the burden of disgust, despair and hurt psyche of the poet becomes a driving impulse for
writing poetry.

It is a fact, the pre-dominant tone of confessional poetry is autobiographical but the art of the poet in
exposing their significant traumas of life and their consciousness in higher degree of awareness is
generally ignored. It is deeper chords of human experience, which are so expressed that they become
universal. The realities are callous, unpleasant and cruel and poet always try to escape into the land of
heart's desire. Thus, the greatness of confessional poetry lies in the poet's capability to universalize their
agony.
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g faare aa ¥ ad @® goid fafde g ¢ ad wfgvaa st ar
FAFITCHT FHH FATT JoHoi= [Gare o FrEaceil T=l AT Shd 37H F df
|'<\>1°||‘6 hldelld {edidey oh{d 34@

qTafaareral ey =HTSuar=ar AT HrAGTIL TIATHS ITHALAT  Hledld

AT G Fogges HHT FHHI BIUATH Hed .

¥. Sl aroecdr yfaaasd Frar—2 ¢ o: AT FHSEHd g Sfaqa Afaera aEe .
got T W& 99 €99, S Uil e faar, Iuem=n Siaies arenarl
TR AT Al ST ATRRST Sd 37H 9 S Jdocdl ais o=t gar
FST ST 3TH. a7 Y JIfTEes SUST TSOhcdi-Al Fal &ol. 29’y =T
JIAMSAT HIIST T 2<0% I HIAAT AT 3Tad Tl FSecdl dhNavil AT
3BT, 2¢\90 A IUMET Uk HIAST T S=AT ST Alg STHard FHioard
TS, U ST FTat auiaal el 3URd Fogre Je" "Svard 37S . ATH
T JIST ATesT THST.

L. TIOTS HIST Ade—2¢\9r: e Usadael goMo=ar Tddl de di JEiou
Hedl faame SAad A9d. AT Hread Fai=aa SATALSIOT faae 8l SNs. 3790
faame=T TIEUT U WITG HIST 3T’ Fraar fadivnt 2cer " gud Sor.
T FHIAFET S, ¥H, FF, 97 AT UE T HAT b SMUR fFae FHEaewit
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AFTATT TS, 2¢uo A STHMFTT d IRAFOM=AT el UfHd  FaiT
AL faamer= g\ a1g IS vid. AT TN fFaeir e 9Ha <A
IMEAT=AT GIATHT SROT=T qradt et

&. IRHT TFh HMEACl: WA TRAT FESTG EZaEr aidr gaa Jeedr. T
Tgfaraayges faar Sfaa Tgdfard a9 Bid. e 3UTd WeUH 4. R¢&R T
fodier A Te FEel U $ST. AHIR J8UH TSt Ieit a o ar=am
Sfafer=aT RS ASUaTErEt Fel T &l difest 78 T 370, RL’E
T ST AT TS STFayHT0T FaThidd Uil F fa=ar goiar Scfafe™drdl
qraif=r AfER T0aTd ATST. TH. 2’2 A Eg &7 1% s=Ret i =T
el fodeT e §AT &ol.

9. TITHST FHIIEl: YRAT AT deder fig offy o o1 faar e IR
I T ST S99 A G 3TH. AT HETREET YA dsedl. 220 TS
FICETR AR F %% ATST deal AHm=e wrel fafvte swrongrdt
i gerhie Jvar AT VR AC FUATT ATS. HIE FITREETSt
HEGUeAT= TS AHeATes AT AT ShIem= ®REl 19 fHeg ITehal ATal.

o Tediyes JRen S darfed Siaq T Tgferd 8. 2234
=7 gRon aafade HaaRidid ocdl I STHGISTEn HIaan(E T2 3\9)
g giten faar fo=se FEaaE L’3R) A1 7=9d fEair 9= Afver fHears.
T TfteT "eshie <varET SIfEER A Fudrd TSl HIF adel S 9guid:
gefid sat 379 Teurdar Iq ATel.

¢. fovmal gfqayes wEern dfest 9ol gard STHaFT gudn faar &wae giaas
TGO 8T HIAel Has Uiamed #uard T, A oaTqT Tesdre WeuH  Widrerel
ST TS faare &30l I . TeUHE A7 el BR FArEiaur 3T 2
IThHT ATl

). Seerdt ufqeyeds wraen: "R THIST <aerEl g Uk sty fHr sredt
faa=ar deafdte ae yar erdt. Faqqdiardt darsr got areor g fad Zarsht
faare &% <Al ST TaT Hodr=l & Jo7 vRard 3+ fowmit faga ad.
AT 99AT TaEd F STAfARdT FHOoATET TS Y gE vl AR ufaey
TSUATETST . 2%3% T AZE WAEed J $H. 2°3% T Gag WamEasd &
T d€ HOATATST HAC HOATT ATS. AT AT HIATET BRAT GRUMH STST AT
STl FATSHIT <ATST ST areudr=t gl =Tad 3T,

fordier wroEsd ITAqaE=AT TAEgd el gaHdid 39 Frae 3o
g IT HEUHS A=A GRS dHUATE] Uk HIACI(L Sihid  HHATSTHE
&S0 g&EATd SISl

2) fordter agedae=n fEai=ar ®iEfEs osiiade TRome: IR Si=r H2ardie oot &
qqd gAUA M. A Aecdld FRUT U] IRATI GHSTdIes JRuTE Shd 8.
&Y B $HIa99E AHAHS HefSiend T fdrd ®RE & Jeed. YT arer SATfor
I Frer Arad T ST ST erdr. S Saes SUUNTH e I9d SiaEs Ad eid.

Faard faor SOl AMFER Aeed. THIOEET Iaed A fFdena s a9’
3T . A =T o1t GuRuATarSt 374 FlC o, TeThlarT &wraer, fgaral gfaays
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FIAal, Aogare Ufaades Fal, dREeds HAel A Healdie W= ISl guRvary

Had SIS,

R) fodter guEdarE fEa=ar gmifSie SSiade RumM: YR 9asid . Siouds
3 AT ATSIAT T BIedl. A UG Ul arofaare, fawar gHfaare <,
qAgar 3. B AT FYATHS dehiSGH Far=r qmrfses Ssfad 7add ea+a a9 8id. aT
JaT HIST HISUATES fTEen-t Fre . AT ek & el a7 Tl dg goaryg
g&EATd ST TRUMHT Fraiaid S=m asii gaRuard Acd ol

3) fdieT agEdareET Tfd® aSiiade IRUMM: IR TAeTH Sl g9 AT 9494
s PR TPRe . fa=ar ofde gdodges o sTaeraur e aess .
fordter T fEatar e TemT SoaErEl aRdRam™ HwaC o g faor Jd=ar
HUcctal el JAond AR foor aa=9 Sfta <@ie guid: fa=ar arew 1o
A= o . e faair e gfaraar fiesret.

%) fader SgredaEET St astade aRoma: frdeT guredaresn foarr st
TSfiel GehIcHeh TRUMH ST, ITAhede SR Y &Na fgaua gsoedr f&amEr
AT YHIOT AT FoESAd  fGger. JaEdis Fowsmed omike, fadvr, ==,
qrgIst, RIS AeE=ai-T IRard goiaral el & &hedl. aME=T Job 3891 gHIAR
BT TSI dial SfYRUTE gry oaT © Agcard | ST9mas urv=nd s fasmr=ar 9 gush
foTerom=aT TURigel 3IATT ITMSST TRdArdie  givrferart wet, favm=ait = fader
TSl ARAT=aT  gishfde  f0Eiear arefadedr o YedHl STy at. AT
ITEATTAYeS ARATT RO A2TSET 38d SMSGT d JURUN FBacsiH TfITeIuehs ey
RETaT gEard wot. Eved gdyarEs! g8 ool Sifvemnge  fHivr snoeT
FHITET HienT 3esEA ST SogT= AIRETHAT TASTHINEH =T S&Td TS

HErcAT Sfaal BoaREdT a9R GUISIgEREHT ST Agcd 3fies@s d ARdard
Tfedt g Il g& S, 9 w=uel "ere Bo a=arer favea A==
TTeIfiTeh AT TS USSST Bidl. AMRdiT HISEsia Jiel Tarsf, 3 garsf, =32

oo ofvs Hrafawies TS 5. A7 SEie SfIRUmT &=1d 86l Jae.
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20.
TR AT ST TS F FF e - uF fAgwr
S e aeeEE I ()

TETT T HAT- AT
AL ATOT HEATH AR, HGL570006-, FATEH

AT AT @ | SYRT ATH-La a1 1 GHIST G101 T Fhd ATg = Tiant 6l UHT &7 g e
& AT 39 THIS 6 hAT-HATT HIF gIdl gl ATHT AT AT g 3 AT AT 997 =6 |, q97F 3T T §
T Hged 07 T g T&ATd ATUTER ATexdsT &7 FigdT g h—fasa & foraw =af<r g ,3a+r gf | of
21" THHT T F1T g FoF Teel a1 saRAa 3 e T &7 U 9T 981 21Tl T 927 FY T FE AT I
AT o A~ €9 g SI1d g

ATIT T AT AT FT dael FATT: F<RT F FATAA 92 A&7 grar gl Frer ofF ar=eT
ATOT T FHTEH-TAET 261 ATRAT &I T TIAAT AT S AT TAT TRIMTeHS qea-fagrd ,ae gL &Y
AT TR AN geTae T SAUTerd 7ol h IGIaAT ST ATl T TR Fd & a1 FIHT il ea-
TISTAT T T (€T TAT TATcHS Wi T Serel ATT &l aTg] T & 21T gl

o it Teft wToTe FHT € ST wiHa F7 Aieash et ATt F a7 ST I gl AT (AT |
HIAAT ATYT &7 HEd | TeAH7 ZraT g, S 3 A ot ATE T qT0T HT Aai 419 6T gl

g AT 6 At Aoy e vgfa 81 28 v fa S AT T AT F2d 21 AT A
e g 59 @ g7 9197 7 A0 AT of@ G g1 T 0 9@ & A1 H | Gl T ST arare &
T Tl o TANT 9 f@er oo fagr w2

T 57 1 oA~ “F o7 | < ¢ oY 38H ‘% TAT FT AN g1 TH THE T HLFH o1
T E—FTATATI SATHRIOT § AT F TASITEF T FTF FgT AT 81 TH THL FHTLF KT T el 7T T ¢
A T AT F TR F E H9T g TEiery w1 oY AT o Aeures # S frateat g g g s
T AT FLH gl ST ThaT gl HEhd & JATHLT F FEH & S: gl HE AT g—hal ,HH ,HL0T [ TFE
STITET 3T AT F¥awer ST TFATLA HT TEHd H HILF Aol T ST UHT AT 7 T Tg [4dT 1T
g T avae sfiw awaterd &1 T & HaT Sag T51 21aT| Had Fe HT Gae had G317 A Gad4T9 a1 g
TRIT & 21| STT: STAT ATHT 3 FTEh-1=g T Moo &9 § <@T ST qhaT 8:-

FIH ERLT IER IR RS
1. Fal & F TEHT SRl
2. FH FH EGIRL F T
3. FFEH AT ARRERIEIRS o
4, AfiarTEETETE AT F ¥ e
6. TEg U TST Ers
7. wfeeRTor FE GLE EIIE R IR R I R e kY
8. HaATH FIH T T
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FATHICH
fefr
BT & Fatwrea 1 (=g q 8 AR S8aT TR 945 Ael graTl A TaHHE gTel) Jre ,qa o

T AIATE gl 7T, @I T AT THHF ¢ , [ ATATEd: THE T ATAT & (F AR Fadl & a Al
% 1) Higd o 9 forar {7 7 @7 (3Arar g1t

T T

FHAT HILH 6 UFH T § G0 FHls [AHRE gl AT G FHTL qesti? Td LA 89° 6
ATER—FdT & AHTSE g 9 T faafe) g&f vrer (7 gt 817

TEaT Ta SRTAT IIAT ATHTSH % T FTLH H T FIEH (gl 0 TIRT Agl grar Far Faf wrew o
F fatere fega g fihq araT o # st gt &1 S =T Ay S gl

B&T & T &1 TN Fal & FH H gl TART grav g ,FEhq ST 916 § i & A= g+ 9% Fl &
FATT  FHATS U Araar=q #) T 7 ,d % ,T AT & (TTRT AT gl

FH HICH SAEAQA Dl

AT H S ST A7 FE9ATH 9% 92 5RAT % ST T R 9297 81 98 FH FE FgATdl gl SHE
farwfxr e < g1 STH—sreaTioenT F T il TETAT| FHEHTLH i ATHeAt<h & F Y gt 81 a1 — “HT
A= | e T@1”

AT % 39 &9 [ AU H1LF Hgl J1a71 g ,orees forw e ram it STt 81 39 F1ee &7 foed g—

ol
I — A HIgA &l T &l
ST AT &L T o
AT § FH-GHIEE FIEH

FH ST AATIOAT=F gIaT & ,ad (awi<h &1 = o T T@al gl FHERE § HH-FHAT 5 fi S[Tg
U FITAT ST gl STH—

“ qTL AT TTE AT T G211

“THI TR THHA T g F13) T8 G (T a7=7 217) Fa3a(
BTl a5 T8 S

AT FohaTer TEar 8) FBa(

AT

S T =gl 7 YA 4T F FH-AIETT % (=gl o 479 9% 36T STTaT g1 398 qaites ST
& T 2IAT gl S =gl 7 TR HIHT gl FH-FE § HHI-FHAT (rTi=n e w1 I8 981 2rav g ot

1 AT, ey faE 9 ar g8, 165-Frate A Reelt  qeener1991-
2 AT AT TSl RS U2 SaAqse Al STTet] dverst ,Ferswar Zaraer U9 ,1926 ,79742-741-
3 FHHATL | — ATIT g 9156 .
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TSI e § faaieh-foeg 7 TR q9aT gt g1 Bt FHaaE Ud avarT F10F & = &l & qeae
H 5 9t &7 = 7T 797 8 79T a5 T 9 STl FH J8IETT HIE & [=gd & araed | 9 Had gl
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T IRATA R E
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T 9
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=g 2T o) Srer(
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I & e FreT) aTe(
FTF & e Frer) Fal(
AT FHT Festl o SRTAT ATIT % 6 HLh oedi 9 A= Fd gU TqAT g 1 aver § ,FH0
F & (g W TED AT, Fadw |, FAT 1 TTH F TRT UF T 19 AT aareat § ATeewdr &
SH B AN T AT ToHH 4767 AT cqs AT § ST 21 g1 “HAT T =T F7 TART are=re
ATHT H AT gl 39 T =0¢ g o BT 3T e izor e o o aeeaw 91 ) 396 9 9re o o=
& ,FH HCH ol AiTd Toad: TF Tal gl
AR w1 — fRat &
STITET HTLH AT & IH & Fl Hgl STAT & (ST [oheT o AT g1 ol GAAT THAAT g1 TH FHILH AT (o2
T
IS — = T [
HqIEA T5e & ST
YT FTE — FTAT &
ST § TR HTH & [T G’ O, = ,“q°, T 37T T TART AT | ATehe STY<h a4t
HTLH 6 (oGl & TN 6 FqL I U TGHIT Tl gIaT gl ST F3d” FT TN I AT cqsh AT H grav
g1 A’ 95T T TANT el AT § [T STTAT g1 IIL0T Ta=T HH I ad ATl i <@T SI1 Fhd T g
SIS — T A T TS 1) FTAT(
st & areT [ 72 81) R
T 9THE AT FTET1) ST
TTH 97T 7 A= 1) R

T, g2d e af=ll) sret(

4 FT TE T — ST AT TR, qqH7 HERL0T ,J5161-
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g T wer ) B
=¥ T3k S Srem) shrer(
T H JTg7 et sreim)

SRTAT | FHT HTLF hl AT STITTH HTILF hl AT F & (o0 AT 9Teal Fl SAIST AT &,
IOH TEaT & wifq [t~ =g 981 21d| 37d: ST Taa o g1 Sardras gl

Hegar — fBar 9

T AT FAATH o o & F Iq0T dae el gl 97 F Fq1AT SATAT 8,36 Ha FHILF Fgl J1ar gl Tg
TEENT AT g1 SEERT Sa e ORAT & F g ST & gIaT gl HEg FE w A &, A2

3T — TTH FT AT

TS T FAST
HEE I — ST &
SRTAT ATHT § LT o o T 3T UL gl FTI> FLA>HC ,FE FN T T A Teal A7 (SR ad €9 g
IETEL — T ATAST) ST
I 1 ) R
FTE AT TIESAT) STeT(
St 7 T Tt [ T ) R
srferor wch — B &
AT 6 o &7 F 56T 3 SATeT) T (7 04 ZaT § , 39 STTSFHT0T HTF gl STaT gl STEhT FlLeh o &l
T g—d 1
H T & F [ % 38 g #7179 Tqv g
SRR — LEEIEE R
B AL H T
T AT &9 | TRl % ST Z T 37 3T 2|
I — TIST IR 92 AT 2T 2
FAT TS IL B

FTErRTOT FTCH — T

AT | ATTFIT FF H T, T’ T I gl AT AT U THHAT ATIT H T &
THerar g1 Tae T o [fEa sver # @ w9 e g1 Sa—

ATHT UZ TH FTH FL|) sTe(

TH 9 T | T2 7)) e
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T e 92)) drer(
ATt e § 9zt g1) Bai(

ST TTEAT TAT T |) T T(
TEoh e T A 21) FFai(

Heree wE — B &
AT o 58 =T & IH THIAT AT AT GI=d g1l g , 36 HaTe FHILE Fgl ST gl
IETE — famer | g Tt 9211) 7Rt famer Haree w1 g(
AT | T LT T2 2
“HATATR” HATE HTF 2
HETET I — ST &
HEE & T AR 60T AT Hls ATETq S99 Tel gaTl Tq: 38 HIT SAT ATHT | TH
FH 7 g Hag TS FHgl 1T 5| Hae 72 § gt ot gt gl
JaTETI — T TS STEde) AT
T T ATE ST YR 21 fEe(
RTAT | Hae T8 AT T Gaefl 9753 & [oRT ,q97 A< % JTA J&aqdT Tal gl

SRTELUT — A TET AR Bl )T T(
AT FET AT A=Al gl) TBai(

TG %G1 AT BT T 1 IS 999 Aol T@aTl THIT ST ATIT H T8 HT F1E q51 FHal AT
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IATEL — T AT | ATHTT ST &THT L) ST

T AT | {T AT & shiord) fEal(

fAeRda: &1 ST ghar g & Bar geaer § ww oAt i s fGfay s gt qieer 2
FCHT =1 AT 3 F BT H U a9 § A7 aRaad grar g e ST § uar Jgt gran Far sfiw srar
ATITSA § FEF-TE 0T gId gl o1d: 30 o & ATea¥ | 4 o7 st & F1eh F=redi & a9 3w
IUET T R T AT AT AT 2

qEIIE U AT
1. FR& =T — § FTHAT T9IE [F AT A T2 e aeeon2013-
2. T2t ST SRTeT ATITSH T TAATH T3 SF ATy o, 9eashT faedl Jeher1974-
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21,
aAdT G H $3IR Bl "z & arfiier
ST, gaar 3ns

UTeTgd g faumTTegeT giaer
Sf. MId I8 ITIHY qeIdeerd, TaTfeld) q.4.

YR 3 Ud I # AR @1 $eaR &1 wlh & wu H ufdfed & IuTFr &l
T 2| 9 WA FfG—RIfEal 3 ysmar 941 T | with @l AR 7 g BT WY RO
IR FHI—FHT TR 3D IR Tl JATARAT BT farer B & | WRA™ Iomfas aRkgea H
TIRAT 7 F3d 9g9ed IS foar & | sfaerd ARl € & ARl 7 SaRR GU™ A dds
AT FIH qh AU U TG GIIge D AR WIC fBY g1 Td B Q¥ W Fhe 3T
AIRAT 7 DHad JHUl & T 7 b HY G HT Aenar day fHar ifig S=a! werdar ua
awwwﬁshﬂﬁﬁmlwﬁﬂwwa%%‘rﬁw—qaﬁ,m Ui ddh B WHIddH
W?Iﬂa@mﬁaﬁmﬁré’qﬂ%ﬁﬂwﬂggad g | S gRT 3JUgd 39
AT DI YT B3 & YAl | AIRAT 7 Med AR {3 %|W157a§®a§1ﬁmﬂ
W?Wwﬁ?ﬁﬁmﬁlmmwa%ﬁﬁ%ﬁ e, SrdRTE, ST
9% @1 vETEd ¥ wdar uRfrE 8§ i e sifdes | WWWWIW
eI, Afdg 31 3Ngle 3R YRd el 3Melad & Siaerd & U~ I9d Fedi o W
TS €|

AR & WA AU H SRR &3 &I AIRIN B AT 3pqqd ANTe &l | I8l
g<N &9 9 9y $<R 9 S Adhcadl WHEl 9 8 9" Idam™, Sooi|, <a™, [,
oTTe, TS enfe & &1 aftaferd fdhar SITar 8 | 9euvesT &1 I8 &F 3MeMe dRFETHRN &
sfoer 4 gafood & R 7 dad Wd IS 3faled § gads 9 forar «ifug o
TIRGT BT Y AT § e & YAId bl Bl Faig fHa1| <R &3 H§ TR a1 & 389
WBI&@EFREBW%WWlﬁmTEB‘WN FHST GRS & AT 1 19 41 wrareal

gl AIRAT # AqAT Ud qqoiidd b1 HaR fHa1| T8 SR & {6 Tl ardl T (1919 — 1947)
H arferd efigemi § AR S™E faRY w9 | 9 o |

el ardl T H GAGIRET & YHIa 9 GHIAd e AIRal I8l faRiy w9
W@lﬁ?%ﬁmmwmwﬁwﬁwwm
BT IS YA a7 | T8l Afgrel -1 I TR QI BT AhId Y& BI | $/R el
& TR, Toed], ¥R, SYRMT ATS wIHl R AIRAT 9 Afgar uRye &1 764 fHar vd = raid
DR JAT S, YHITHY, IR B HMI R GRAT 3G H Ahd ARNEGRT &l | Isold B
AR 7 W ARl § Afhy WRT R Sidl TN a6 di | 99 1923 | U9 &% 99 @
fRly & |wa {1 TIRAT 7 wiarerg gd onfe AB™N & Aga d odr wrfierRl o | sHuaR
SN <A1 aiare =1 ) faf= erictemi # Afsha 9nT form den S aR W AoRds 1 @1 M|
S TYT G U SIdraTs T |l T8 ANTET R8T | $0s] Wi H 4l 59 & 31 ARy
e el <& |

A9 1930 H 9 MEISH & e W AT G AT URH AT Td TR &
@ AIRAT A THH G T BT | B Al IRTE, ABH Bl GHME TR ERA IR, TAABRAT T
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o Fraes, f[aam uRuel & AaRIl &1 T ABSR AU ARIERI GAREd 61| 30 Jarg
1930 I $_R H W wid S el W, 57 wdaoll <), @1 Id), STele Bl Ba”
ARFSAT, TR 18 3MMfE B IAEYAD RGN BT Iookd AT JaWH & | J81 DI ol
g8 A A ATE BT HRAT 91 ¥R | SHIUYSHR AT ISl o 1930 & ISR Ifclel, 1932 H
faeelt gt 31 8lell, 796 daE | A9nT foran e ol S ¢gforar § 19 718 &1 dRErw
AR UST| S9b 91 d $oR N HIUd &1 3fegel i 941 | e emars a=aar a9l
Afsha ARl & SR &7 a9 BT HRENE RN UST | Gusdl B 2] SRl 95 SURAT
B W | 1932 H SAfermiaran faw SRIHH # 91T o R RRUAR & 1 9o S=< R 18
BT HRIAN, 50 ©. AATTVS & qI8 W U A8 BT ARG HRMEE | 9RHET 97| 99 1930 H
IATE B W AHd & 6 AIRAT HHAAES ATed, TG ITqd, STHH! <dl AT, TR
ITed, deHidTs IR UG AMfda) a8 Bl 91 dH—dF J18 & SR & Fofl o Y | 381 &
UqTd | SOgR H Sl fheR 918 Fdd, s gdqm a1 iR werd 984l | fUss el @)
AIRGT # T AT BT FIR fHAT| ITA™ B SIAA gTdl R & IRTE Bl W Yelran
TEI ST AT [Sd] RO A 3Fd ARy sfialed H Afhd gl | 9 FRER o &1 17 dor
IPT federar H Sl darqd B AT W DI TR | S HH H TNl gd 7 A1 Qe g
9B 3T&IT H 9RT ol & DR 6 A8 DI BRI AN | SHYBR AdEg §d DI DIy
M U, ToRdd] el TSl | S ®I LT <dl A7 (AERan) o <9 H IqaAar Aiele
H IBYAD T PR d8l dI Afgarsil &I WRER] Bl o1 | IS¢ H Al SN S~
B BT ST IR <A1 U GfAWT <1 BT AT ST © | SHYBR Afdd IdS Jared H
$GR &3 BI ARIT 7 SITHEGAT Ud IcdTg &1 Ugi fhar|
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Introduction

Unchecked urban growth has led to the creation of cities with two faces: one is that of modernity,
advancements and wealth, and the other is that of poverty and underdevelopment. The cause of the urban poor,
who are at the heart of cities but at the fringes of development is now being taken up by governments. To tackle
the problem of urban poverty, the Telangana government has instituted MEPMA, the Mission for Elimination
of Poverty in Municipal Areas. The rural counterpart of MEPMA is the Society for Elimination of Rural
Poverty (SERP).

The focus of this article is the Telangana government’s efforts to tackle the problem of urban poverty,
with emphasis on urban poor women, through MEPMA. Women within the category of urban poor face a dual
burden by virtue of poverty and their gender. The recognition that women’s needs within policy planning and
development are different from that of the mainstream, has spurred governments to give special attention to the
needs of urban poor women.

In addition, the United Nations Development Programme's report Addressing Gender Concerns in
India’s Urban Renewal Mission said, “Experience has shown that women not only bear the brunt of poverty,
but their empowerment is a precondition for its reduction.”(Khosla, 2009, p. 7) Therefore, to succeed in the
alleviation of urban poverty, it is important to empower and enable urban poor women.

Women as a Category of Urban Poor

As a segment of the urban poor, women face hardships distinct from the rest of the populace. They can be
understood as issues with:

e  Sanitation and Waste Management

Urban poor women who live in slums have little to no access to toilets. Slum dwellings are essentially illegal
settlements, and as such, the people residing in them cannot build toilets. Further, any communal toilets that
they may have access to are highly unsanitary, leaving them no other option but to defecate in the open.
According to the study Addressing Gender Concerns in India’s Urban Renewal Mission, “Where poor people
dig toilet pits inside huts for safe and dignified defecation, women scavenge faecal matter from homes to
drains.”(Khosla, 2009, p.11) This, combined with the similar disposal of waste water poses serious health
concerns for these women.

e Health

Poor women in urban areas were found to receive almost no antenatal care, did not have tetanus shots, and very
highly likely to be anemic. Their low incomes do not allow them to have access to healthcare not only for
themselves, but also for their newborns.

e  Occupation

Their lack of formal education and skills leave urban poor women with highly undervalued work. Desperate to
add to the family income, they take on informal sector jobs which are under regulated and not only offer
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abysmally low wages, but no benefits such as maternity leave or pensions. They take on jobs that pay on a
piece-rate system since it will allow them to stay at home and care for their children.

e Housing

Residing in the illegal settlements that are slums takes away from the ability to have a formal identity, such as a
ration card or voter ID. This in turn, affects access to formal credit institutions, leaving them vulnerable to
informal credit mechanisms. It also means that they cannot have access to basic services such as water supply
and electricity. Any home based economic activities that these women may want to pursue such as tailoring are
then affected because of the lack of electricity.

e Evictions and Resettlements

Urban poor are often evicted from their homes when the slum they are residing in is torn down. When this
happens, it isn’t their home alone that they are losing. Any home-based enterprise that the women in the family
may have set up is also lost. Further, the subsequent resettlement only serves to make the situation worse. The
areas designated for the resettlement of these poor tend to be on the fringes of cities, meaning that women are
forced to navigate dark and desolate roads and experience fear and anxiety while doing so.

In 2007, the government of united Andhra Pradesh instituted MEPMA, the Mission for Elimination of
Poverty in Municipal Areas. Since its inception, its main aim has been to alleviate poverty in urban areas, with
a special focus on the empowerment of urban poor women. MEPMA has continued to be an effective tool
wielded by the Telangana government for the dispelling of poverty and the upliftment of urban poor women. Its
efforts include the formation of women’s Self Help Groups, capacity building and training among the poor to
enable self sufficiency, and credit programmes catering to their requirements.

SHGs

Self Help Groups(SHGs) are voluntary, informal groups of 10 to 12 women from similar backgrounds. The
women who make up these groups come from underprivileged, poor backgrounds, and seek the support of
these groups to empower themselves fiscally as well as emotionally. SHGs are formed with the sanction of the
government and receive much support from both, the central as well as state governments.

The manner in which SHGs function is by engaging in internal saving and lending. Each member of a
group contributes a fixed amount to the savings fund, which is then used for intra group lending. Over time,
they may borrow large sums from formal financial institutions such as banks, at very low interest rates in order
to set up a collective enterprise that assures them of a relatively steady income. SHGs also participate in
training sessions organized by government institutions such as MEPMA that educate women on justice, basic
rights, entrepreneurial skills and political participation. In this manner, they not only facilitate economic
empowerment, but also seek to bring women into the mainstream from which they have been excluded for so
long. SHGs also allow women to carve a new identity for themselves rooted in something other than their kin,
caste or conventional notions of gender roles. They are able to mould a new place for themselves within their
community as independent earners, and increase their sense of self worth. They have increased mobility outside
the home, their decision making power within the household increases and their capacity for collective change
making is enhanced. Studies have found that women have also gained more respect among household
members after joining SHGs due to their contribution to the family’s welfare.

It does have to be borne in mind, however, that alongside the economic empowerment

women experience as a consequence of being a part of a SHG, they also experience violence from those close to
them. It isn’t enough to facilitate the economic empowerment of women. Steps must be taken to educate the
community around them in order to mitigate any negative reactions to the success of these women. Both efforts
must be complementary to see lasting success.

In order to encourage these SHGs in urban areas, the Telangana government has undertaken the
construction of Mahila Swasakthi Bhavans that will, “provide the SHG women with a platform for interaction
and to take up developmental activities under their groups and associations”(Mission for Elimination of
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Poverty in Municipal Areas, 2014).

The lack of waste segregation at the household level in GHMC has allowed for greater job creation
among SHG women. They have been trained by GHMC to identify different types of waste, and accompany the
auto tipper and educate households on waste segregation. Vimla, aresident of an urban slum in Chandanagar is
part of a SHG and is able to earn Rs. 8500 a month doing this job.

The government of Telangana has also sought the aid of SHGs and micro enterprises in large-scale
production of cloth bags in an effort to reduce plastic use in the state. This will undoubtedly provide sustainable
employment to these women for the foreseeable future.

Recognizing the untapped potential of these groups, even private players are stepping up to make use
of these wide-spread informal institutions. Within the Greater Hyderabad Municipal Corporation (GHMC),
ESCO has enlisted the help of about 50,000 women from SHGs to distribute their energy efficient bulbs, tube
lights and fans. The women will receive a commission on each of these items. Facebook has provided training
to rural SHGs on the usage of their platform to market their products. The global reach of Facebook is sure to
boost the sales of these small-scale entrepreneurs.

Capacity Building and Training

According to Jay Wollenberg, a professor of urban development at the University of British Columbia,
“Capacity building creates the conditions for planning practice to be more effective and responsive to citizen
priorities.” (Wollenberg, 1976, p. 214) Therefore, in order for the government to succeed in its mission to
alleviate poverty, it must create conditions that are conducive for the same.

Training sessions may be conducted among the poor to educate them about SHG formation and
strengthening, and book-keeping that can then help them understand the banking system as well as the role of
other institutions in lifting them out of poverty.

MEPMA'’s efforts to accomplish the capacity building mission include inculcating financial
management skills among SHG members, skill development of poor youth, facilitating sustainable livelihoods,
teaching entrepreneurship, etc. These efforts help raise awareness among the urban poor women and equip
them with the skills they require for a higher standard of living.

Credit and Loans

There are not many ways by which urban poor women can obtain credit or loans. Formal institutions
require collateral and a legal proof of residence for the advancement of a loan, neither of which these women
possess as individuals. The only avenue that remains for them is a money lender who will charge them
exorbitantly high rates of interest for a small sum. Their desperation pushes them to take the loan, and they
remain indebted to the moneylender due to their inability to repay the loan and the interest that comes with it.

The formation of self help groups relieves urban poor women of this burden to a degree. Credit is
obtained by two means when women are part of a SHG: intragroup credit obtained through the savings fund of
the SHG or through a bank. The members of SHGs all contribute a fixed amount to their savings fund. Any
funds over and above this fund may be used for intra group lending.

Microfinance as a concept was designed to increase availability of finances to the most disadvantaged
and marginalized in society in order to raise their incomes and standards of living, and help them build social
capital and become self-reliant.

This is achieved through the intervention of MEPMA by providing credit, cash transfers,etc to SHGs.
Under the Self Help Group -Bank Linkage Programme(SHG-BLP) of the government, SHGs may open a
savings bank account with banks, and are entitled to a loan that is four times the value of their savings. That is,
the ratio of savings to a loan is 1:4.

Ideally, the provision of loans to these SHGs is supposed to set off a chain of events. The women from
these groups utilize this low-cost credit to either invest in a productive venture that earns them some income, or
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they use it to substitute their consumption expenditure, thereby contributing to the economy. As a bonus, they
are able to avoid high-cost debt from private money lenders. Over time, these money lenders may even be
forced to leave the market. According to Joseph Stiglitz, the collective responsibility and peer monitoring
embedded in SHGs toward the repayment of loans improves the rate of loan recoveries (Stiglitz, 1993).

The Sthreenidhi scheme, an initiative of the Telangana government, is a women’s credit cooperative
society and was formed entirely by SHGs for SHGs.

It emerged as a specialized institution to supplement credit for SHGs. According to Sthreenidhi’s 2017-
18 report, the credit flow in urban areas was about Rs. 199 crores, and was growing annually at a rate of 33%.
Their report indicates that they were able to cover 1.72 lakh SHGs with a NPA rate of 0.79% among them. This
signifies a huge success rate for this lending programme. Under this programme tablet PCs have been
distributed among SHGs to hasten and improve credit provision.

They have managed to reach 16,000 Village Organizations and Slum Level Federations with this
venture. This has allowed for remote biometric verification of borrowers and access to village level
management information system reports. All in all, this digitization allows for low-cost loan provision in a cost
and time effective manner in urban and rural areas.

The Telangana government also has a scheme titled, “Vaddi Leni Runalu”. This essentially means
interest-free loans. The loans are interest-free up to Rs. 5 lakhs. This isn’t entirely accurate, however. All SHGs
are charged a percentage of interest on the loans they take, which they must pay. Later, the center and state also
pay this interest amount to banks, who then repay it to SHGs.

Only SHGs who engage in timely repayment of loan installments are entitled to this. Timely repayment
of loan installments also grants them the ability to obtain loans of a higher value. For instance, if the initial loan
given to a SHG is Rs. 50,000, over time and with proof of repayment, they will be able to obtain loans worth
even Rs. 5 lakhs.

Conclusion:

Through their intervention programmes, the Telangana government has begun to provide urban poor
women with financial independence and has empowered them to find their voice within their homes and
communities. MEPMA in particular has provided job security and stability to many women through SHG
formation.

The strengthening of the SHG system has also led to the well-being of the families and communities to
which these women belong. Their income levels are higher, and their standard of living has improved, even
bringing some of these women and their families above the poverty line.

The joint efforts of the government of Telangana and MEPMA have proved to be incredibly fruitful in
the battle against urban poverty, but there seems to be a slight gap between the intentions of the government
and the impact on the urban poor. This could be due to the hardships faced by the government in reaching every
segment of the population to raise awareness about state policies and schemes. It could also be due to the lack
of political awareness on the citizens’ part.

In an effort to fill this gap, MEPMA’s powers may be enhanced in terms of increase in sanctioning of
loans, release of funds and conducting of training programmes for urban poor women. Enhancing their powers
in this regard may increase the rate at which policies are executed, thereby bringing about a positive change in
the lives of these women and fully carrying out the reforms being posited.
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Abstract

We, the members of modern society are confronted with rapid and consistently evolving political, social, discreet,
technological and environmental situations. Therefore, it is normal that individuals from the society keep up with these
variable circumstances, and have the option to adjust their abilities and aptitude. Along these lines, present day ICT-based
learning approaches are required and E-Learning 2.0 is a promising and fascinating methodology with regards to this
specific situation. Despite the fact that there is an expanding interest in the E-learning 2.0 subject, there is an absence of
concrete and adequate models. In this paper it is investigated how the idea of ecosystem and existing ecosystem-based
models for learning are appropriate for E-learning 2.0 methodologies.

Key Terms — ecosystem, Web 2.0, e-learning 2.0, instructional design, learning environment, conceptual model

Introduction

Our society of the 21st century, sets incredible expectations for its members in all intents and purposes
of their lives as our society is exposed by fast developing and always evolving political, social,
economic, technological and environmental circumstances. Members from the society should
continually keep up with the present evolving circumstances, adjust their abilities and mastery with
agility, work together and contend to offer some benefit to society.

Instruction approaches, too, have changed over the long run from less proper tutoring in the agrarian
culture to "automated" information transfer in the industrialization age. From this redundant learning it
has additionally advanced to the present learning with an agreement to turn out to be more autonomous
in the learning process. Therefore, current instructional design, learning objectives and processes just as
proper learning conditions should evolved itself upholding the competence of the previous talent and
abilities. In light of the above mentioned, distinctive current instructional strategies have been created to
incorporate perspectives like self-directed learning, collaborative learning, experiential-based learning,
effectively taking an interest and content creation.

The term e-Learning 2.0 alludes to the second era of e-Learning utilizing the social coordinated effort
and knowledge sharing instruments in Web 2.0 conditions. It is the blend of e-learning and Web 2.0
ideas. It gives another learning worldview normally unfurling cumulative insights. It portrays another
age of e-based learning conditions that permit students to make content, and team up with their peers on
the production of content that are disseminated by innovative web-based tools described as tag-based,
participatory, joyful and informal communication like web journals, wikis, podcasting, flickr,
del.icio.us, and Wikipedia.

e-Learning 2.0 is eliminating the underlying change of ordinary learning frameworks, which are utilized
broadly through the internet driven digital age where digital advancements energize interpersonal
interaction by giving 'space’ or 'devices' to the client to team up and encourage networks of training. Not
at all like that of the use of "conventional” e-learning, this new age of e-learning, zeroing in on
collaboration and the social creation of information though both e-learning and e-learning 2.0, are a
part of distance learning.
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This new age, named as digital natives or net generation youngsters who grew up with technological
advancements like Play Stations, Wii, iPods, iTunes, and so on; and mobile technologies are without a
doubt comfortably apply ICT in for all intents and purposes in any circumstance utilizes technology as
an instrument all over the place, and at whenever for any reason. They are capable multi-taskers utilizing
media all the while for communication, learning and entertainment. In e-learning instructional strategies
have been affected by technology likewise in the course of the last many years technology is applied, to
incorporate movies, radio, TV, PCs and other information and communication technology (ICT).
Facilitators and students should have the opportunity to pick their favored devices and learning content
inside the learning environment anyplace and whenever. Besides, learning should be contextualized and
connected to different processes of our day-by-day life.

The multifariousness of modern learning arrangements of the 21st century require proper models and
reference designs (a) to impart the effective learning from various perspectives, (b) to distinguish the
multidisciplinary relations of exploration areas, (c) to assess and arrange learning approaches and
executions, (d) to give domain knowledge for research and development activities.

An endeavor to adapt to the multifariousness as referenced above leads to various methodologies. This
incorporates: (1) learning normalizations like learning metadata, content accumulation and reuse,
student data, openness and runtime environment, (2) reference models, structures and e-structures for
learning like the Learning Technology Systems Architecture (LTSA), Personal Learning Environments,
e-Portfolio for Lifelong Learning, e-Learning Framework Reference Model for Assessment, e-Portfolio
for Lifelong Learning, and the Reference Model for e-Learning Governance, and (3) reference models
and designs which manage the technology aspects of distributed services for exchange of information.

Despite the fact that there exist in variety of approaches, it is the opinion of author that the high
complexity of the conditions, the requirement for competition and collaboration, and the highly
changing relations between members of the learning community, sources and services are not adequately
covered. These attributes of current learning settings, equivalent with the circumstance in biotic (living)
ecosystems, have roused to begin research for an encompassing ecosystem-based model for learning and
e-learning.

In this paper it is investigated how the idea of ecosystem and how existing ecosystem-based models for
learning and e-learning are apt for such current learning settings.

Techno-Competence Based 21st Century and Learning

In a globalized and technology driven world, our society is confronted with steadily changing and rapid
development in each part of their life. The amount of delivered information has expanded drastically. In
the 21st century a change in perspective is advancing from an information society to a skillful society.
Society anticipates that its members should stay up with these turns of events, embrace information
sufficiently and foster fitting abilities and skills. Specifically, possession of soft skills has gotten
progressively significant. Soft skills are essential for individuals to think and learn, to impart and work
together collaboratively without language and socio-cultural hindrance, to act self-initiated and self-
coordinated, to adjust to the complex and consistently changing environment. It is normal that people
from different groups should have the opportunities to adjust in their parts in these situations to contend
and work together to offer some value for society and get along in their jobs profile. Thusly, people and
communities should foster a variety of hard and soft skills. Current learning process and conditions
should uphold the present circumstance subsequently, new structures and directs in the learning
interaction are required. It is pre-requisite that individuals from our society should have the option to
assemble meta-cognition skills to acquire independently and to look consistently for more imaginative
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solutions, and to work together with peers and collaborate with knowledge services. Instructional design
and educational programs in conventional schooling just as in educational and training settings in
business environment should be open and adjustable to give space to these viewpoints. Learning in the
21st century are complex and a sound learning climate is mind perplexing in term of instructional,
psychological, social, authoritative and technological perspectives just as affected by always changing
natural circumstances.

In light of these, we need to investigate if the environment thought and its application for e-learning-
based are substantial to give fitting models and reference designs for such complex learning settings.

Ecosystem and Application Domains

The essential idea of ecosystem system was first presented by a British scientist A.G. Tansley. He
characterized ecosystem system in 1935 as a “community or assemblage and its associated physical
environment in a specific place”. Notwithstanding, Tansley's underlying definition doesn't
unequivocally referenced interrelation and interaction. The term ‘framework’, acquired from the
physical science area by Tansley, certainly features the collaboration between the living and non-living
elements. Today the definition as indicated by the Encyclopedia Britannica characterized ecosystem
system as a “complex of living organisms, their physical environment, and all their interrelationships
ina particular unit of space.”

As a fundamental, an ecosystem is characterized by interaction of biological organisms with their
physical environment. Moreover, the ecosystem system can be of any size up to an advantageous
relationship and collaborations exist among organic entity and the physical environment.

The non-exclusive meaning of ecosystem is appropriately to any framework, and fusing the co-
operations among living and non-living elements of an ecosystem. To be more explicit, a model
showing the variation of ecosystem is needed for a specific application area. A highlights of a sensible
reasonable model are characterized by outside perspectives, and different highlights rise out of inside the
framework.

To describe a specific example of a model, the accompanying attributes must be determined: (1) the
living and non-living parts just as appropriate degree of accumulation, (2) the worldly degree and the
transient and spatial scale, (3) the physical limits of the framework, (4) the depiction of type and degree
of relations and cooperation between recognized parts, and (5) limitations on framework practices.

Given these, clearly the model of the ecosystem emphatically underlines an encompassing methodology
featuring the meaning of every attributes, their practices, relationship and connections, just as the
ecosystem lines to make another framework or inspect a current framework, or structure a compelling
and fruitful framework. Pickett and Cadenasso affirm in 2002 that ecosystem can be broadly applied to
people and human-produced processes and structures.

It is this basic natural idea covered by the ecosystem and its materialness to different application spaces
just as the astonishing and fascinating encompassing methodology that drove to change the possibility of
the ecosystem system in the learning area.

Ecosystem-Based Theoretical Models for Learning
A. Selection of Compact Models

Dimitrov in 2001 expands on the essential meaning of the ecology as the investigation of “the trap of
dynamic interactions of the living animals, including humans, and their current environment — natural
and artificial (human-made)." Linked to this definition, learning is a cycle which “is vital for sustaining
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the integrity of this web and hence for sustaining the life and its unfolding.” Based on this, learning
ecology “focuses on factors and conditions facilitating the process of learning and searches for ways to
increase its efficiency, in the sense of opening new possibilities for realization of the self- organizing
impetus of the living entities, at any level ofthe web of interactions.” These definitions structure an
idea which considers the dynamic collaboration of people and intelligent machines in an always
changing environment and their learning interaction how to all the more likely adapt to the progressions
in this environment.

Cowley et al. in 2002 don't give a meaning of an environment for e-learning however they outline parts
of the ecosystem. They addressed different parts of a learning settings by the accompanying parts: (1)
the students and the educator as the main client group in the learning cycle, (2) the content for the
learning interaction, (3) the organization where the learning happen, (4) the environment students need
for the learning interaction, (5) technology that upholds the learning interaction, (6) skills to act in the
ecosystem (like specialized skills, subject matter knowledge and study skills), and (7) supporting to help
inside the framework on the off chance that they are dealing with issues.

Pirie in 2004 additionally centers in his paper around learning in business settings. He characterizes an
ecosystem as “an ecological community that, together with its environment, functions as a unit”, and
leaves out significant parts of an ecosystem. In light of this straightforward definition the author depicts
an e-learning environment as “the learning community, together with the enterprise, united by a
learning management system (LMS).”

Witherspoon in 2006 zeroed in his work on an academic ecosystem and recognizes for such settings
three principle components, in particular (1) the student body, (2) technology, teaching and learning, and
(3) institutions of higher education. The laid out components address parts of the learning community,
the learning interaction, organizational and technological issues.

B. e-Learning Based Ecosystem

1) The learning ecosystem system structure Wilkinson in 2002 is persuaded by supporting a
learning approach where learning and work are “seamlessly and inextricably linked”. Further
significant viewpoints are the access to practically all virtual important information and the need
of an upgraded infrastructure which empowers authentic learning. The components and their
connections of Wilkinson's exhaustive, all-inclusive and unified learning ecosystem are
portrayed in Figure 1. It encompasses (1) content taxonomy (2)  learning content management
system, (3) learning management system, (4) learning content, (for example, learning object
store and outside information access), (5) electronic execution support, (6) work process the
board and combination framework, (7) recreation and game motor, (8) tutoring and support, (9)
cooperation frameworks, (for example, conversation and meeting devices), and (10) appraisal
and assessment framework.

Albeit a wide perspective on the learning cycle is given by the ecosystem model and various
significant components have been recognized, most consideration is given by the author to reusable
learning objects and the content taxonomy. This model mostly centered around parts of content,
learning measure and technological aspects.
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Figure 1. E-Learning ecosystem

2) Brodo e-Learning Ecosystem and Extended Version by Uden et al.

On account of the way that e-learning industry is continually changing, Brodo in 2006 was inspired
to give a model how organisation ought to apply e-learning and new strategies to diminish exertion
related with conventional preparing. He characterizes the e-learning environment as “the term used
to describe all the components required toimplement an e-learning solution.” The elements of the
ecosystem are additionally ordered into three classes: the content suppliers, the consultants and the
infrastructure; see Figure 2.

Inside this model the group of advisors include (1) methodology advisors who center around the
meaning of new business techniques and related learning tasks, (2) compensation advisors who take
consideration on workers' inspiration to accomplish business objectives, (3) information technology
innovation advisors who backing to infrastructure, and (4) execution advisors who acquire their skill
to dispatch and continue to run new frameworks and procedures. The element of infrastructure
includes taking charge of transaction and tracking of e-learning implemented by learning content
management system, content delivery and internet based requirements for learning.

The content suppliers offer learning content for learning answers for various learning settings, for
example, classroom based face to face, on the web and mixed learning-online and blended learning.
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Figure 2. Brodo e-learning ecosystem model

Uden, Wangsa and Damiani in 2007 proposed an all-inclusive model in symmetric to Brodo's
three parts, with three unique layers been added: (1) the ecosystem required infrastructure (2)
area explicit frameworks involves services, solutions and elements custom-made for an explicit
area, and (3) local frameworks tends to include sector-specific systems.

Besides, the authors layout a methodology how to foster e-learning environments. The means
incorporate (1) recognize necessities of organisation, (2) developing the innovation arrangement:
choosing the right LMS, (3) educational plan, (4) content in an ecosystem, and (5) constant
improvement of uses and framework.

Brodo's unique model tended to for the most parts of the content and technological dimensions,
and the model zeroed in on organizational learning with less opportunity for students choosing
tools of their liking. The expansion of Uden et al. principally centered around technological
viewpoints and builds the adaptability of learning conditions to be made out of distributed
services.

C. Knowledge Based Ecosystem

Shrivastava in 1998 was persuaded by the way that organization need to adapt to ever evolving
technology and knowledge. In view of that he recognized the requirement for a system to consolidate
human scholarly capital and advanced technological processes, and he proposed knowledge ecology
concept for business education and skill training. The knowledge ecosystem apparently resembles a
characteristic ecosystem as far as connection and exchange inside units in the framework, with their
current circumstance and even with different environments. Such frameworks can be incorporated at
various layers and levels to shape more mind boggling frameworks. The author besides traces that
knowledge ecosystem comprise "of interlinked information assets, data sets, human specialists, and
artificial knowledge specialists that on the whole give an online information to anyplace whenever
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execution of organisational tasks." Organizational tasks in this setting incorporate work execution,
learning activities and surprisingly both may obscure into a constant getting the hang of working
process.

Key components of such a kind of ecosystem systems incorporates:

1) core technologies for both the framework and considerable knowledge on the business, (2) basic
interdependencies in a mind boggling social innovation organization of people, frameworks and systems
inside and outside the organisation, (3) knowledge engines and its creators and (4) performance directed
activities to change over knowledge in financial worth and actual physical actions. Shrivastava's parts of
a knowledge ecosystem for learning and training covers angles which can fundamentally connected to
technological, learning community and organizational dimensions.

D. ELES (e-learning ecosystem) Model from Chang and Guitl

Another methodology for recent learning settings has been presented by Chang and Gutl in 2007. This
methodology depends on the first thought of ecosystem system as above. In a summed up an ecosystem
system is characterized by living and non-living segments and every one of their interrelationships in
determined physical boundaries. Changing that to the learning area, Chang and Gutl proposed the
meaning of learning ecosystem (LES). LES comprises of the stakeholders joining the entire chain of the
learning interaction and the learning utilities, the learning environment, inside explicit boundaries,
which the authors call “learning environmental borders.”

Given the theoretical definition as expressed over, a first conventional model for learning circumstances
is illustrated as follows, see likewise Figure 3. As the biotic or living units in the environment the
learning networks and different stakeholders like educators, mentors, content suppliers, instructional
designers and academic specialists, structure the living parts of the learning ecosystem. The learning
utilities equivalent to the abiotic or non-living units (or the learning environment similar to the physical)
address the non-living parts, which incorporate the learning media (content and pedagogy), tools and
technology applied in conventional instructing techniques. The learning ecosystem limits, a similarity to
the predetermined physical limits of the environment characterizes the physical and consistent
boundaries of the learning framework. That is one of the framework's attributes, which are in like
manner determined as the learning ecosystem system conditions. These conditions are controlled by
outside and inward impacts, like development of knowledge, educational objectives, learning tasks,
socio-cultural dimensions, and expectations by society.

The primary interests in the learning domain are connections and communications identified with the
flow of information just as transformation and transfer of knowledge. Like an organic ecosystem, in a
learning environment, people can group naturally and can associate with one another or with learning
utilities at the individual or group level. They additionally can perform, change or adjust explicit
practices to add to or perturb the accomplishment of the learning ecosystem. Changes in the learning
environment conditions impact the "conduct” of the framework and its parts. To be fruitful and to be
important for the framework, every person and group should adjust to the natural environmental
conditions to discover their roles. To fit them all together, appropriate learning utilities should likewise

be accessible.
External Influences
Learning Ecosystem Conditions >
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Figure 3. Learning ecosystem system (LES)

The authors likewise accentuate that the conventional perspective for any learning situation can also be
applied on the proposed learning ecosystem, for example, in face-to-face. This is to state that in any
learning circumstance biotic and abiotic segments or bunch of parts, their connections and co-operations
along with the environment's conditions must be thought of. Moreover, the biotic and abiotic parts just
as the learning ecosystem boundaries and different states of the learning ecosystem are on a basic level
dynamic.

By confining the framework's states of the proposed learning ecosystem to the e-learning space it tends
to be tightened to an e-learning environment (ELES). This permits instructors and field practitioners to
recognize and assess (a) the points of interest of the learning communities and different stakeholders, (b)
the more explicit learning utilities, and (c) the more confined learning ecosystem conditions.

E. Learning and Teaching Ecosystem Model

Frielick proposed an ecosystemic approach for instructing and learning which — as the author guarantee
— goes behind the constructivistic approach and moves towards the enactivistic approach. The thought
depends on the idea of addressing the various phases in the learning interaction.
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Figure 4. Learning and Teaching Ecosystem Model- Frielick

Ecosystem model of taking in and educating from ecosystem epistemology where the individual brain is
only a piece of a bigger interconnected web of mental processes. In light of that the key thought is that
the “ecosystemic process of transforming information into knowledge, in which teacher, subject and
student relationships are embedded or situated in a context where complex interacting influences shape
the quality of learning outcomes.” Consequently, the ecosystem model illustrated in Figure 4 spotlights
on the learning and teaching on various levels (on the between and intra-individual level, on department
and on institutional level). The model additionally (course design, teaching mode, appraisal and
assessment) and considers teaching goals, pedagogy, learning strategies and students' inclinations.

Conclusions and Suggestions

In this paper efforts are made to show that learning should be viewed as incorporated exercises which
occur over the whole life pattern of the people in basically all aspects of life. Learning isn't limited to
one student or a stable pre-characterized group. The organization of learning specialists and sources
progressively changes as indicated by circumstances and setting; it might incorporate people, computer
based, networks and organisations. Moreover, not just preparing and procuring information is a key to
an advanced learning approach, yet additionally content creation, collaboration and  community-

based practice for knowledge and competence enhancement are significant achievement factors. Thus,
the learning environment should be sufficiently adaptable to help the previously mentioned
circumstance. Also been illustrated that ICT-based interventions have similarly developed from content-
focused and more static learning frameworks of the e-learning 1.0 time to upgraded, individuals driven
methodologies which have gotten famous as e-learning 2.0. Features incorporates relationship between
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roles of facilitators and students, the cooperative idea of learning, move of prior knowledge to
beneficiaries, focusing on content sharing, partnership, reuse and re-purposing, adjusting as per personal
needs. The main components of an e-learning 2.0 environment which should be considered are (1) the
learning content, (2) the learning cycle, (3) the learning community, (4) the organizational view, and (5)
the technological dimensions. In spite of the fact that e-learning is getting progressively famous, as far
as anyone is concerned no adequate ideas, models and structures for exploring and creating e-learning
2.0 applications are accessible up until now.

Moreover, it is investigated and shown that the thought of ecosystem which depends on a basic
ecosystem idea is relevant to portray and demonstrate techno-social frameworks in different application
areas. The possibility of the environment is additionally an intriguing and fascinating comprehensive
methodology which can be applied in the learning area. A determination of ecosystem system-based
models for learning circumstances and application has shown that every one of the models covers
incompletely the previously mentioned measurement of the learning context however none of the
models tends to adequately all measurements.

To more readily uphold improvement and assessment of e-learning 2.0 applications and conditions, it is
suggested to deal with a system which consolidates and expands existing environment-based models and
will give rules to cover all dimensions by explicit models and to apply them.
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Abstract:

A plant that when touched or ingested in sufficient quantity can be harmful or fatal to an animal or any plant capable
evoking a toxic or fatal reaction are called poisonous plant. The study of poisonous plant is known as phytotoxicology. Most of
the poisonous higher plants are Angiosperms, or flowering plants, but only a small percentage are recognized as poisonous.
The present study focuses and investigated on biodiversity of poisonous plants from Parbhani district of Maharashtra State,
India. Parbhani is situated in the mountainous Ajanta ranges of Sahyadries. A part of Parbhani district was undertaken and 25
different plant species were identified as poisonous plants from it and investigated. They have taken their place in personal
gardens as ornamental plants in compound of bungalows. Here, the effects of these different poisonous plants on human beings
and on enclosed goat farming, the parts of poisonous plants and their symptoms of poisoning are discussed.

Key words: Poisonous plants, Plant parts, Symptoms of poisoning, Goat farming.

Introduction:

In Maharashtra State, Parbhani district lies between 18.45 and 20.10 North Latitudes and 76.13 and 77.39
East Longitudes. It is one of the eight districts in the Marathwada region of Maharashtra State of India
which is well known for religious tourism of Jainism, Hinduism (Wikipedia). The district is bounded on
the North by Hingoli and Buldhana districts on the East by Nanded and Hingoli districts, on the South by
Latur and on the West by Beed and Jalna districts. Parbhani district is at an average height of 357 metres
from sea level.

Parbhani district has major forest region, it covers 6251 square kilometers, a land area spread in 868 major
and minor villages. The poisonous flora of the forest shows great biodiversity with some dangerous but
beautiful plants (Naik, 1998). The present research paper investigated and presents information about
poisonous plants and their parts and symptoms of poisoning and remedies practiced on human beings and
goats.

Materials and Methods:

In different seasons for the collection of different poisonous plants, frequent field trips were arranged in
different places of forest area of Parbhani district. VVarious poisonous plants were collected, identified and
their herbarium sheets were prepared, some are preserved in 10% formalin for future study and some
deposited in research laboratory. Some of them are used as green fodder and dry fodder for enclosed goats
and symptoms of effects noted.
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Observations and Results:
Table: Poisonous plants, their poisonous parts and symptoms of poisoning.
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The observations and results are presented in the following table:

Sr. | Poisonous plant | Local Family Poisonous part | Symptoms
No. name
1 Abrus Gun;j Fabaceae Seed Heart problems, VVomiting,
precatorius Dlgrrhea Bleeding from
retina.
2 Alangium Ankol Alangiaceae Root bark Heart problems,
salvifolium Headache, Looseness.
3 Amorphophallus | Jangali Araceae Undergroud Irritation in throat and
sylvaticus Suran corm intestine.
4 Anamirta Kakmari Menispermaceae | Fruits Vomiting, Headache,
cocculus Affects blood circulation,
Unconsciousness.
5 | Annona Sitaphal Annonaceae Seed powder Irritation,
squamosa Eye problems.
6 Calotropis Ruchaki Asclepiadaceae | Leaves Irritation of skin,
gigantean Low B.P., Bradycardia,
Vomiting.
7 Carebra Sukanu Apocynaceae White latex or | Nausea, Hyperkalemia,
odollum Kernel Heart attack, _
Thrombocytopenia.
8 Clematis triloba | Morvel Rananculaceae | Leaves and | Colic, Diarrhea, Irritation in
Flowers stomach.
9 Croton tiglium Jumalgota = Euphorbiaceae | Seeds Toxicity to digestive track,
Diarrhea.
10 | Datura inoxa Dhotra Solanaceae Leaves, Bradycardia,
Eloyf[/ers and Rapid breathing, Affects
rurts brain.
11 | Euphorbia Tridhari Euphorbiaceae Milky juice Blindness, Vomiting.
bambhartii Nivadung
12 | Euphorbia Sher Euphorbiaceae | Latex Harmful to dermal of
truicalli mucous membrane.
13 | Gloriosa superba = Kallawi Liliaceae Root bulb Causes injury to cornea.
Stomach pain.
VOL. 6 | ISSUE 12 | DEC. 2019 127 www.newmanpublication.com



14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

Ipomoea carnea

Jatropha curcas

Lobellia
nicotianaefolia

Mucuna puriens

Nerium
indicum Mill

Peganum
hermalia
Plumbago
zeylanica
Randia
dumetorum
Ruta
graveolens

Semecarpus
anacardium
Terminalia
bellirica
Thevetia
peruviana

Beshram

Mogali
Erand
Devnal

Khaj Kuiri

Kaner

Harmala

Chitrak

Gelphal

Satap

Bibba

Behada

Piwali
kaner

Corvolvulaceae

Euphorbiaceae

Lobelliaceae

Fabaceae

Apocynaceae

Rutaceaea

Plumbaginaceae

Rubiaceae

Rutaceae

Anacardiaceae

Combretaceae

Apocynaceae

Whole plant

Seeds
Leaves
seeds

Fur on pods

Leaves

Capsule

Root

Fruit

Seeds

New Man International Journal of Multidisciplinary Studies

and

Fruit and bark

Seeds

Fruits
seeds

and
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Vomiting and
Heart problems,

Abnormal endocrine and
gastrointestinal functions,

Alteration of immune
system,

Abnormal embryogenesis.
Vomiting, Stomach pains,
Diarrhea.

Nausea, Heart arrhythmia,
B. P. increases.

Intolerable itching pains.

Heart problems, Dizziness,
Diarrhea and Respiratory
paralysis.

Hallucinations, Brady
cardiac, Vomiting.
Skin burn,

Vomiting.

Vomiting, Indigestion,
Anorexia

Painful gastrointestinal
irritation, Fainting,
Sleepiness,

A weak pulse, Swollen
tongue.

Skin swelling,

Red urine, Anuria.
Vomiting, Headache,
Fatigue.

Affects heart, Cold,

Vomiting,Uneasiness,
Diarrhea, Low B.P.
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Conclusion:

The forest of Parbhani district shows great biodiversity with some beautiful but dangerous plants, few of
them are identified as poisonous plants and some of them have undertaken their places in compound
garden as ornamental plants of bungalows (Bernard Smith, 1988).

The identification of Poisonous Plants and their parts and their morphology was done by referring the
colorful Atlas of Poisonous Plants (Leeuwenberg, 1987). During present investigation period we have
conducted the interviews with local experienced villagers for remedies practicing on poisonous plants and
their poisonous parts which were consumed directly or indirectly by human beings and enclosed goats in
goat farming as fodder. It extends toxic actions and interfere the metabolism of victim (Joshi, 2002).

The incidece happen regularly in rural parts especially children and old or aged persons get affected by
poisonous plants and parts of poisonous plants showing hazardous effects or in extreme case death occurs
(Chopra et. al., 1965).

In present investigation a surprising thing was noted in enclosed goat farming that is during goat feeding
by green and dried fodder of poisonous plants and parts of poisonous plants it did not show any hazardous
effects and death never occurred. Another finding was noted that the milk and mutton of these goats also
did not show any toxic effects on human beings, children and old or aged persons also. Milk of goats is
considered as tonic and has medicinal values. In many diseases goat milk is used to cure the diseases like
fewer, jaundice, tuberculosis, ulcers etc. In short it has importance to all diseases. Even human infertility
is also cured by it.
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