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1. 

‘Adonais’ as a Highly Wrought Work of Art 

Sathees G.S. 

Asstt.Professor of English 

Govt.First Grade College for Women, Davangere (Karnataka) 

 

P.B.Shelleyis one of the great names in the galaxy of English literature. He was born at Field 

Place, near Horsham in the country of Sussex on August 4, 1792. He died at the very early age in 

1822. In his very short life, he had contributed English poetry a lot. ‘Adonais’ is his most 

important poetic work which most brilliantly and intricately plays upon the theme of loss as one 

of appropriate both to the subject-matter of which he writes and to the act of writing itself. It is 

an elegy written on Keats’s death. As we know that John Keats was also a great contemporary 

poet who also died at very early age. The theme of loss which underlies Shelly’s aesthetic of 

inspiration as it is expounded in ‘A Defense of Poetry’, also underlies the composition of 

Adonais. Through this poem, Shelley has revealed his grief on the loss of Keats. The meaning of 

Keats’s death is closely linked to the dead of grief and the death of inspiration which mark the 

writing of this poem. Keats stands to the poet in the same relation as did the West Wind and the 

skylark. But in ‘Adonais’ there is a concentration of the theme of loss which makes it, even more 

than the two odes, a poem conscious of its own writing as a form of defeat. 

 ‘Adonais’ is a book of poetry in which Shelley presents Keats as Adonais of Greek 

mythology. In the second stanza, Shelley gives an answer to a questin where Urania was when 

Adonais(Keats) died. He says that when Keats died, Urania, the mother of all the inspired poets, 

sat in her heavenly abode of love and beauty with her eyes closed in a state of trance. 

        In ‘A Defense of Poetry,’ Shelley wrote that ‘when composition begins, inspiration is 

already on the decline, and the most glorious poetry that has ever been communicated to the 

world is probably a feeling of shadow of the original conception of the poet.’ In ‘Adonais’ the 

poem of human loss and human sorrow is linked to the problem of composition as an 

impoverished rhetoric. Shelly’s elegy admits the fact that to write is to forego the real nature of 

grief. The very form of the elegy in a long tradition that stems from the elegies of Bion and 

Moschus which Shelley knew very well is based on certain mythological and rhetorical 

conventions and yet the elegy is also expressive of the personal feelings and circumstances of the 

individual poet. It is both a highly formal, traditional genre and one which expresses a strong 

emotional commitment to the subject. The elegist is both mourner and poet, both grief-stricken 

and able to compose. He must have both ‘grief’ and ‘leisure for fiction’. While, on the one hand, 

elegies are modeled on the natural, spontaneous and heartless utterances of the mourner, on the 

other hand, their very artistic nature, the fact that they consist of ‘verse’ and ‘music’ makes them 

‘elaborate and artificial’. While the aim of elegy must be to re-enact that spontaneity and to 

recapture the natural voice of grief, its very artistic form presents a loss of naturalness and a loss 

f spontaneous sorrow. To write with art always risks losing the voice of true affliction. 

    In ‘Adonais’ Shelley is concerned with the relationship between ‘metrical language’ and ‘that 

imperial faculty’ of imagination, but because the poem is an elegy the relationship is also one 

between a dead writing and a living grief. The question, which preoccupies Shelley in ‘Adonais’ 

is how far the artificial text of a poem can speak like one who truly mourns. It is a question very 
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much concerned with rhetoric and with the cost, in terms of living grief, of writing at all. It is 

interesting to notice how often Shelley’s references to the poem in his letters emphasize its 

artificiality and his own ignorance of the actual events of Keats’s death. He writes to the 

Gisbornes that ‘Adonais’ is a highly wrought piece of art (letters ii294). Three days letter, having 

completed at least forty stanzas of the poem, he wrote to Oliver, “I could wish that you inquired 

of some of the friends and relations of Keats respecting the circumstances of his death and could 

transmit me any information you may be able to collect”1(Letters 2 -297). Having received such 

information a fewdayslater, Shelley writes to John Gisborne,” I do not think that if I had seen it 

before that I could have composed my poem-the enthusiasm of the imagination would have been 

overpowered by sentiment.”2(letters 2-300). 

        Far from expressing the poet’s overpowering ‘sentiment’, ‘Adonais’ is one of his most 

consciously rhetoric and stylized poems. It is emphatically a piece of art and although, written, in 

the true spirit of the sublime from the enthusiasm of the imagination., this motivation is different 

from the emotion Shelley felt at knowing some of the actual facts about Keats’s death. These, far 

from inspiring a poem would have incapacitated him from writing altogether. Furthermore, what 

these letters make clear is that actual composition of the poem took place in psychological 

detachment from the event of which he tells. Shelley asks for information almost as an 

afterthought, having already written much of the poem. It takes shape, therefore, not from a close 

involvement in the tragedy of Keats’s death but from a kind of ‘Leisure’ for grief.  

   It is the self-conscious and stylized rhetorical pattering of ‘Adonais’ which brings in to relief 

the central dilemma of the elegist: the dilemma of how to write truthfully about death and grief 

in fiction. The feelings which attend the writing of this work for a fellow poet are mediated 

through the ornate and highly wrought conventions of pastoral elegy through a genre which 

brings in to play certain established topics of mourning drawn from classical mythology, as well 

as a host of classical personifications. ‘Adonais’ is based on a tradition of elegiac writing which 

has already been shaped by many poets and most importantly for Shelley by Bion and Moschus, 

Milton, whose Adone was known to him.  

     Shelley makes use of personifications, a characteristic rhetorical strategy of the sublime, in 

his invocations of the mysterious Power of the universe. This strategy of personification 

becomes, in ‘Adonais’ at times grotesquely overworked. The poem is full of lurid presences 

which often have little mythological and narrative importance but which seem to be purely for 

rhetorical effect as if advertising their own artificiality. This feature of ‘Adonais’ may be in part 

attributed to the tradition of pastoral elegy within which Shelley is working and perhaps in 

particular to Marino’s ingenious and conceited treatment of the same mythological subject in 

Adone. The many personifications of Shelley’s poem:“Sorrows’, ‘Pleasure’, ‘Morning’, 

‘Thunder,’ ‘Ocean’, ‘Winds’, ‘Echo’, ‘Spring’, seem to provide a response chorus to the elegist’s 

song. In stanza 9, Shelley personifies Dreams representing thoughts and fancies which Keats 

nursed in his mind. These thoughts and fancies are the flocks of which Keats was the herdsman: 

“Oh, weep for ASdonais!-The quick dreams, 

The passion winged Ministers of thought,  

Who were his flocks, whom near the living streams 

Of his young spirit he fled”3 
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In ‘Adonais’ Shelley also makes use of ‘highly wrought’ images. Besides a large number of 

personified abstractions in this use Shelley reaps a rich harvest of imagery drawn from nature in ‘ 

Adonais’. Here, we have abstract and tangible images. Keats is depicted as the ‘nursing’ or 

‘Urania’s widowhood’. Keats grew”like a pale flowerby some sad maiden cherished”4, a flower 

which is “fed with true love-tears, instead of drew”5. He was a “boom” whose petals were 

“nipped before they blew”6. The recurrent flower imagery in “Adonais’ imagery associated with 

the natural return of spring is frequently imagery of deception and specifically of deception 

wrought by words. Here, the flowers of spring ‘mock’ the worm and ‘illuminate’ the grave. But 

they are a surface decoration and are incapable of affecting any kind of transformation in the 

consciousness of the onlooker, who sees in them, not a sign of natural rebirth but merely an 

ornamentation of the heavy fact of death. W.M. Rossetti feels that by the use of the pastoral 

conventions, Shelley “fell in to a certain degree of artificiality of structure”, and the style of the 

first part is marked by a certain note of oratory. But when we come to the magnificent peroration 

of the second part we feel that Shelley has given us the highest and best that he has to give. We 

seem to be transported to a different world altogether. It now becomes a hymn to the glory of art 

and the mystery of death. Duglas Bush says that ‘Adonais’ is redeemed by the conclusion, which 

soaring beyond the world of wrong and death. Shelley celebrates the poet’s immortal oneness 

with the nature he made lovelier.  

 Hence, poet the poet is much grieved over the untimely death of adonais(Keats). He asks 

Urania to mourn his death. But then, on realizing the immortality of the soul, he represses the 

view that Keats has not actually died. He lives still. It is not he but death that has died. That 

means he has conquered death. Shelly asks dawn to spread its beauty, because the soul which it 

was mourning for has not died. Similarly, the poet asks the forests and caves to stop weeping.  

Works Cited: 

1-Shelley’s Adnais :Prakash Book Depot, Bareley,( 2000), P-27 

2-ibid P-29 

3-Desmond King Hell: Shelley:His Thought and Work, P-18  

4-W.M.Rosseetti: Adonais,  P-31 

5-W.M.Rossetti:Adonais,P-31 

6-Neville Rogers: Shelley at Work-A critical Inquiry, P-104 
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2. 

Struggle of Dalit Women in Bama's Sangati 
 

Ms. Shanthi 
Research Scholar, PRIST Deemed University, Thanjavur. 

Dr.  K. Shibila, 
Research Supervisor,PRIST Deemed University, Thanjavur.  

 

The term struggle refers to forceful or violent efforts to get free from restraint 

orconstriction. In India,there are fourmajor caste divisions - Brahmin, Kshatriya, Vaishya, and 

Shudra. The lowest caste people come under Shudra. They are regarded as dalits. These people 

are suppressed, humiliated, exploited, discriminated and marginalized in every sphere of life. 

They are regarded as untouchables. In Indian society, some communities are at the lowest step 

like:dailt, females,poor,eunuchs,etc. 

Bama is a Tamil, dalit feministand novelist. Bama's novels focus on caste and gender 

discrimination. They portray caste-discrimination practised in Christianity and 

Hinduism.In Sangati Bama draws a real picture of growth, decline, culture and liveliness of dalit 

women. She lays emphasis on the fact that the women of paraiyar community lead a life of 

trouble and depression. All kinds of difficulties of dalit women, their boldness and weakness are 

described in Sangati. 

The novel starts with the quote, “if the third is a girl to behold, your courtyard will fill 

with gold” (S 1). These words are spoken by the narrator’s grandmother. She says that in her 

family there is no great difference between the boys and the girls at the time of their birth. As 

they grow up, family members take more concern for boys than girls. Girls are not allowed to 

play boys game. If they do so, then the people abuse them. Girls must not play boys’ games. The 

boys won’t allow the girls to join in. 

Bama writes, “if a boy baby cries, he is instantly picked up and give milk. It is not so 

with the girl. Even with breast-feeding, it is the same story; a boy is breast fed longer, with the 

girl, they bear them quietly, making them forget the breast” (7) Bama says that everywhere 

women are given second position.  

Women of the dalit community lead a very hard life in a very pitiable 

condition. Maariamma has been sexually mistreated by the upper caste Kumarasami. One day 

Maariammareturns home in thehottemperature carrying her bundle. She goes to drink water in 

the nearby pump set. When she drinks water, Kumarasami grabs her hand and pulls her out of 

the pump set. Kumarasamicomplains to the headman of the Pariah civic, the Naattaamai by 

saying “Just today that girl Maariamma, daughter of Samudrakani, and that Mnukkayi’s 

grandson Manikkam were acting a dirty way”(29). In the inquiry by the village Panchayat, 

Maariamma and Manikkamcome to the centre of the circle and then greet the elders by dropping 

down their level themselves at full length. They are asked to stand each to one side with folded 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dalit
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Feminist
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arms. The Naattaamai demands her to pay two hundred rupees as fine and Manikkam only 

hundred rupees. From this, it is clear that women are given secondary status in dalit community. 

The Naattaamai ends the proceedings by saying “It is you female chicks who ought to be humble 

and modest. A man may do a hundred things and still get gone with it. You girls should consider 

what you are left with, in your bellies”(43). There is a foolish acceptance in their society that 

whatever men say is bound to be right.  

When girl’s stomachs are blaring with hunger, they must not eat first. They are allowed 

to eat after men have takentheir food. It is the acceptable truth in dalit community. The position 

of women is pitiful and humiliating. In the fields, they have to escape from the upper caste men’s 

molestation and in their homes, they must submit themselves to their husbands. 

Maikkanni is one such girl who has started to work from the day she learns to walk. She 

has to go to work when her mother delivers a baby. When her mother becomes fit Maikkani turns 

to take care of the new born baby. The life of a dalit girl was tormenting but the life of a grown 

up dalit woman was worse. The story of narrator’s cousin,Marriamma tells a lot about the sexual 

assault, the abuse faced by dalit women and their inability to stand up against it.  

There has been a superstitious belief in dalit community about a ghost. The reason for 

this belief is that the family had eight children. The first seven were boys and last one was a girl 

named Ezaki. “All the seven boys cherished the girl as if she were a flower, as if she were a 

gold”(56). All her brothers and family members wanted to arrange a good match for her. But she 

fell in love with a fellow of the vannaan caste and eloped with him. Her brothers somehow came 

to know and outraged. When she was nearly full term, her brothers arrived at their house 

requesting them to return to her mother’s home. Ezaki believed and was ready to come with her 

brothers. Her brothers had no intention of taking her home. Instead, they took her to very deep 

forest and separated her head from her body. Then they opened her stomach and took out the 

baby, twisted its neck and killed it in the name of honor killing. Since this incident, it is believed 

that there has been the ghost of Ezaki as she was killed at young age without fulfilling her desire. 

This has been believed for a long time in dalit community. 

Bama depicts the physical violence, like lynching, whipping and canning adalit woman 

by fathers, husbands and brothers. Bama explores the psychological stress and stains. Her 

language is also very different from other Indian women writers. She is more generous with the 

use of Tamil dalit slogans. She addresses the women of village by using suffix ‘Amma’ with 

their names. Bama bridges the spoken and written styles of Tamil by breaking the rules of 

written grammar and spellings. The names of places, months, festivals, rituals, customs, utensils, 

ornaments, clothes, edibles, games, occupations, the way of addressing relatives, ghosts, sprits 

etc., she unceasingly uses various Tamil words. 

The voices of many women addressing one another, sharing their everyday experiences 

with each other are expressed in anger or pain. The language is full of explicit sexual references. 

Bama says that man can disrespect a woman, it is very normal. But in this society woman has no 

right to speak out anything.  
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Bama is very careful in portraying the picture of a dalit woman. Bama shows gender 

discrimination meted out to them throughout the lives of dalit women. The issues of women 

comprise of the problems of education of girls, wife or daughter beating, sexual abuse and 

dishonor, woman workforce and their daily pays, constrained activities, the liability of maternity 

and parentage. The struggles of Dalit characters and their struggle for survival are depicted. The 

solution for this social problem is in the hands of the superior class. They should not differentiate 

themselves with the lower-class people. They should treat them as a fellow human being. They 

should be given opportunities so that they will reveal their talents.They can come up in life and 

can lead a respectable life in the society.  

 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

 

Bama, Faustina. Sangati. Translated from Tamil by Lakshmi Holmstrom. New Delhi: Oxford 

University Press, 2005. 

Geetha K. A. &Srilata K. “From Subjugation to Celebration: a Study of Bama’s Karukku 

        and Sangati.”Language Forum. 2007. 
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3. 

Komagatamaru: An Exploitative Voyage 

 

Dr. Nitin Chandel 
Department of History 

University of Jammu 

Jammu and Kashmir, India 

Cell No. 7780929094 

 

Abstract: -This article articulates the narration of the fateful journey of the KomagataMaru ship and 

encounters comprises of racial prejudice and ambiguity. The whole episode of Voyage sparked political 

awakening among the Indians particularly among the Sikhs which stimulated the Ghadar movement and 

served stimulus to war of liberation.The paper is divided into three sections. The first section reveals the 

immigration laws and the regulations associated to cease the passage of the Asians into British colonies. 

The second section mentions about the brief account of Indian passengers to manage the voyage against 

all odds imposed by the Canadian authorities and the harsh treatment meted to the passengers have been 

mentioned.The third section describes the role of press especially Indian press played an important role 

in painted the grievances of the passengers and fosters positive note about their journey. A general 

framework of the whole voyage had been depicted with exploitation, racial discrimination and the 

consequences gave impetus to anti-British struggle outside India a large expansion. 

Key Words: -Associations, Immigrants, Press, Passengers, Government, laws andShip. 

Introduction: The Indian immigrants were attracted on the pacific coast of North America 

as being encouraged by the Hong Kong agents of the Canadian-pacific railway because of good 

remuneration to improve their economic situation and then return to India to support their 

families. By 1906, there were more than 1500 Punjabi labourers working in and around 

Vancouver. By 1910, there were more than 10,000 Indian immigrants working in Lumber mills, 

factories and agricultural farms spread over an area of over 1200 miles from Vancouver to 

Calexico in South California in the U.S.A. By 1912, the number went doubled and reached 

20,000 on the pacific coast. These Indian immigrants articulate their voices through Punjabi 

newspapers commonly among them were ‘Swadesh Sewak’ (1909-1911), edited by 

BabuHarnam Singh, KahriSahri and Pandit Ram Chandra Bhardwaj. Another papers was 

‘Sansar’ (1912-1914) edited by Kartar Singh Hundal was also popular among Indians in Canada. 

These papers focused on immediate problems of the immigrants with patriotic zeal and become 

popular among Sikhs serving in the army and ex-serviceman.  

Immigration Laws: -The Pacific coast settlers on both sides of the U.S- Canada border share 

a long history of anti-Asian racism. The main centers of the anti-Asian agitation were British 

Columbia and California that would have both national and transnational effects. The 1882 

Chinese Exclusion Act in the U.S and the 1885 Head tax in Canada reflected how white 

supremacy had become integral to the fabric of politics in both countries. Even Gandhi was too 

advocating for Colony’s Indian population racism. A substantial Indian migration to Canada and 

the U.S began in the early 1990s. But with the Russo-Japanese war of 1905, an anti-Asian 

movement accelerated and was followed by anti-Asian riots in 1907. These riots targeted the 
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Japanese and Chinese communities in Vancouver and in Bellingham, but angry mob drove 

Indian Saw mill workers out of the town. Inresponse, the Canadian govt. moved quickly to limit 

immigration from Japan and from India in response to public anti-Asian sentiment.The 

nativesbecome nervous that immigrants from India and other Asian countries would not 

acclimatize to their way of life, would take their jobs and might be successful at business that 

they would control the economy. This reinforced the partiality of many British Columbians who 

stressed the local government to stop the “brown invasion” in what they claimed were a “white” 

province and the popular song calling for a “White Canada Forever “was the local slogan at that 

time. They raised the slogan, “Preserve Canada as a Whiteman’s Land” and pressured their 

government to ban Indian Immigration. 

In 1907, a Bill was passed prohibiting the Asians the right to vote, running for public office, 

serving on juries or becoming accountants, lawyers and limiting their basic rights. Restrictive 

laws and regulation were passed to deny entry into Canada especially with the intention of 

discouraging immigration. The Canadian legislation against Indian immigrants, introduced in 

1908, came in the form of a “Continuous Journey Regulation” requiring all new comers to travel 

on a direct sailing from their country of origin. Trade unionists took the lead in forming the 

Asiatic Exclusion League which mustered support across the Pacific North-West on both sides of 

the border. The Federal govt. in Ottawa in 1907 passed a bill denying running public office or 

serve on juries. The Canadian govt. of Prime Minister Laurier, framed its order that all Asian 

immigrants entering Canada are required to possess at least $200 to pay as tax when an average 

Indian earned about 10cent a day. In addition they had to follow a continuous and direct route 

from their homeland, when the steamship companies were tactfully withheld from providing 

Canada-India direct passenger service. Both were designed only against Indians. This order was 

heralded with the purpose to exclude Indian immigrants from landing in Canada. The Canadian 

government was also compelling steamship enterprises to stop selling tickets to Indians. With the 

immigration Act of 1910, Canadian Citizenship was originally created to designate those British 

subjects who were domiciled in Canada. All other British subjects required permission to land. It 

is noteworthy to mention that the passengers of the KomagataMaru were in violation of the 

“Continuous Regulation Act”. As a result the ship was prevented from docking by the port 

authorities. Racism, Labour competition and moral standards of Euro-American society became 

excuses to restrict their entry. 

The HistoricVoyage: The KomagataMaru was a Japanese tramp-streamer operated vessel 

for coal transportation renamed as Guru Nanak Jahaz, launched by Gurdit Singh from Hong-

Kong to Canada. Hong Kong became the point of departure but before that Gurdit Singh was 

arrested for selling tickets for an illegal voyage. After a lot of negotiations with authorities, he 

was released on bail and given permission for departure. The ship left the shores after getting 

approval from the Governor of Hongkong. The ship sailed from Hong Kong on April 4, 1914 

and picked up more passengers at Shanghai, Moji and Yokohama. It remained anchored at 

Shanghai for six days. After that ship arrived at Yokohama on April 14. The passengers 

consisted of 340 Sikhs, 24 Muslims, and 12 Hindus, with its complement of 376 passengers, all 

British subjects. The ship left to Canada on 2nd May 1914. One aspect of the Gurdit Singh 

business ambition was to establish a passenger line between Calcutta to Vancouver as a 

commercial venture and he initiated by this move. The KomagataMaru ship reached Vancouver 

on 22nd May but it was not allowed to dock and was stranded about a kilometer away from shore. 

Only 22 men could prove their Canadian domiciles later, were allowed to land after completing 
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the concerned regulations as the ship violated the immigration laws. No one was allowed to 

deboard and the stalemate continued. The ship faced shortage of ration and also the scarcity of 

water. However the Sikhs in Canada appealed to the natives and the concerned government for 

justice, sent telegrams to the king, the Duke of Connaught, the Viceroy and the eminent Indian 

leaders in India and England. The plight of the passengers was soon addressed in the Punjab by 

the famous associations like, Singh Sabhas, the KhalsaDiwans and the Punjab Hindu Sabha. 

These organisations arranged public meetings and passed resolutions and send copies of the 

telegram to the government of India and to the Secretary of State for India. 

The Indian community in BC, sent messages of protest to the government against the treatment 

of their countrymen, describing it as “a lot to which even cattle would not be subjected”, and 

urging the government to save the immigrants from the highhandedness of the immigration 

department. However, the whole enterprise was linked with the Ghadar party and the Ghadar 

paper and the passengers were virtually kept as prisoners. The whole mess was widely publicized 

and soon a Shore Committee was formed with Hussain Rahim, Bhag Singh, Sohanlal Pathak, 

Balwant Singh and others to address their dilemma. The immigration control chief, Mr. 

Malcolm.R.Reid denied even to acknowledge passengers request for food and water as there was 

scarcity of both. The Vancouver Punjabi communities rallied around to collect funds and an 

appeal went out to send at least ten dollars. Although the collection was around 20,000 dollars 

for the welfare and defending of the passengers. In the meanwhile the Shore Committee filed a 

writ petition on June 25 and contacted lawyer Mr. J.E.Bird to fight the case in the court of 

Appeal at the BC Supreme Court. But to the utter surprise, the appeal was dismissed by the five 

judge committee. With the legal remedies over, the time for negotiations with authorities again 

proved a failure. When the passengers refused to leave the shore, authorities along with 

immigration officials tried to seize the ship by force. But the angry passengers mounted an attack 

with coals, bricks and woods. The government decided to revenge and brought a naval vessel 

Rainbow with troops requisitioned with naval force, and anchored it face to face to the 

KomagataMaru. In this gloomy atmosphere, the passengers were afraid and realized the 

government of Canada would not support them as authorities and immigration chief was all 

against the passengers. After a lot of hard bargaining, a compromise was arrived at for their safe 

return India. The provisions required for the return journey would be supplied by the Canadian 

officials and the ship shall leave the harbour, the KomagataMaru left Vancouver on 23rd July 

1914. The government also mobilized HMCS Rainbow – a naval Royal vessel with troops to 

accomplish it for a short distance. The ship stranded on the seashore for two months in 

confinement, confrontation and confusion.  

Return to India: -The disappointed passengers left her anchorage and sailed for Asia but 

again trouble was waiting for them.The ship was still at sea when Britain declared war on 

Germany on 4 August, 1914 which led to the First World War. On 20th of August, 1914, 

Ordinance No. III of 1914 was notified for the exercise of more effective control of over 

foreigner’s entry in British India. On reaching Yokohama, Gurdit Singh received a letter from 

the Government of Hong Kong notifying him that it was considered inadvisable that any of the 

passengers should be landed there and threatening to enforce a local vagrancy ordinance against 

any who might attempt to do so. The ship moved to Kobe and disembarked some fifteen 

passengers there and picked up a few and then proceeded to India. However things was different 

in India as the Government of Bengal in consultation with Government of India and also with the 

active support of Government of Punjab made well planned arrangements to receive the 
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passengers of the KomagataMaru. The ship entered Bay of Bengal and stopped at Kalpiin 

Calcutta on Sept. 27, 1914. Then the passengers were taken to a place called Budge Budge, a 

Calcutta suburb some 17 miles away from Calcutta. The police searched the Ship for 

objectionable material and the suspected connections with the Ghadarties as the excuse of the 

Begal authorities. The passengers were ordered to board a train which was to take them to the 

Punjab. The passengers refused to obey authorities. Only 59 passengers agreed to board the train, 

while the rest joined the procession following Gurdit Singh who came down with the Guru 

Granth Sahib and walked towards Calcutta. They were forced to retreat back to Budge Budge. A 

force of 27 constables attempted to induce the Sikhs to enter the train. A hand to hand fight took 

place and later it took ugly violent. As a result, on the Government side, four were killed and 19 

on the side of the passengers, 11 injured on the government side and 21 on the other side. About 

168 were sent to jail in Calcutta and 24 in Jail outside Calcutta while 59 left for the Punjab. 

Gurdit Singh was escaped by the passengers and nearly twenty eight of them remained 

underground. The Government of India appointed a committee to enquire into the Budge Budge 

incident through a circular issued on 15 October, 1914. The report was formally released on 16th 

January, 1915. The committee declared the police not guilty and put the whole blame on the 

passengers of KomagataMaru. The report tries to emphasize the politically motivated nature of 

the voyage. Viceroy of India regretted the incident but blamed the organizers of Voyage. As the 

arrival of the KomagataMaru in Vancouver coincided with the Ghadar movement this must have 

prompted the authorities to examine links between the passengers of the ship and the 

Ghadarities. However the British Government curbed all the voices under newly promulgated 

anti-sedition laws. 

Role of Press: - The plight of the KomagataMaru passengers at Calcutta was widely discussed 

topic in the Indian press as well as in Canada also. There was wide variance of opinion in press 

concerning the voyage. The Tribune, Lahore claimed that the voyage was not well organised. 

Gurdit Singh could not get assistance from the mother country and suffered lack of funds. The 

Indian Planter’s Gazette and The Rangoon Times criticized the Bengal and the Punjab 

government in regard to the KomagataMaru passengers. These papers reported the orderly mass 

meeting at Amritsar and Calcutta and testify unswerving loyalty of the Sikh nation to the King 

Emperor. The Gadar weekly tapped its potential in several Ways, a poem invited readers to 

imagine troubled passengers as. “A Plea of Helpless Indians on the Komagatamaru ship”. The 

Punjabi press condemned the inactivity of the Punjab government. However the Anglo- Indian 

press had divergent opinion regarding the voyage and took the Canadian side. They beckoned the 

passengers of the KomagataMaru ship as “a set of anarchists’. The newspapers picked up the 

story, reported by The Province, headlined as, “Boat loads of Hindus on way to Vancouver”. The 

British Columbia press captioned the titled as “Hindus Invasion of Canada”. Another paper, The 

Morning Citizen, an Ottawa newspaper addressed the whole episode was “the limit of comic-

opera government”.The Times of London and other contemporary British paper’s asserted that 

there was no discrimination in Canadian law against British Indians only betrayed their 

ignorance and also commented that “Asia is knocking and knocking persistently at the doors of 

western America”. The Vancouver Sun, also reported the bad image of the Indians. The Press 

depicted them not as poor immigrants, which they were, but as forerunners of ‘hordes of 

Asiatics’ who would ultimately overrun the country if they were allowed to enter. The Pro-

Punjabi Press like the KhalsaSamachar, KhalsaSewak and Khalsa Advocate put on the defensive 

note of the KomagataMaru ship. The findings of the KomagataMaru report divided public 
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reaction, the English language newspapers in India sided with the government, while the Punjabi 

press in Punjab blamed the authorities for violent showdown. 

AFTERMATH/Consequences:Various chroniclers of the Ghadar movement denote to the 

KomagataMaru as an instrumental factor to rebel’s cause. First, the treatment meted out to 

passengers while the ship was anchored at Vancouver Bay set the tone of emotions at a 

considerable high pitch and confirmed in many overseas Punjabi minds the virtual impossibility 

of gaining justice through negotiation and appeals. 

Second, the publicity associated with the return passage of the KomagataMaru ensured that Far 

eastern Punjabis were also ready to join the Ghadar movement and thus contributed to the 

Singapore mutiny. The plight of the KomagataMaru passengers at Calcutta was widely discussed 

topic for Punjabi press such as ‘KhalsaSamachar’ and ‘Khalsa advocate’ were put on defensive. 

The older associations lost their grounds with in the Sikh community like “The Chief Khalsa 

Diwan” and new associations sprang up and sought allies among the India’s emerging nationalist 

leadership of the Congress party. Also the voyage and tragedy attracted attention of the writers, 

scholars, and historians who attempted to narrate its details, dimensions and perspectives. For 

this intention the Ghadar poetry have been analyzed in this exercise. It has been noted that the 

compiled Ghadar poetry contains 15 poems on the affair of the KomagataMaru including Baints, 

Chhands and Bentis. The span of this literature form begins from 1914-1946. The Sikh populace 

in Canada was so upset by the attitude of the Government that they went back to India to help 

overthrow the British rule. They realized that there situation in Canada would not improve until 

they had their independence in India. There was complete migration to United States in search of 

better social and economic conditions. By 1918, the Sikh population in British Columbia had 

dropped to a low the critics describe of about 700 people.A memorial was erected in Budge 

Budge in 1951 to commemorate the names of the massacred in the shooting and depiction of the 

incidents related to the KomagataMaru history. This memorial is locally known as the Punjabi 

Monument and was inaugurated by Pandit Nehru. Several plays and stories were depicted and 

the saga of KomagataMaru incident was first produced at the Vancouver playhouse in Jan. 1976, 

reconstructing a historical event to examine the politics behind the event.The Critics describe the 

play as Quasi-documentary that dissects the politics of racism. The incident has been discussed 

and revived from time to time by the Sikh community at large. The diaspora community of Sikhs 

in Vancouver, Toronto, Ottawa and several cities across Canada held seminars and conferences 

in 1989 to commemorate the KomagataMaru episode with research and pinion the truthfulness of 

this affair. 

On 3 August, 2008 Prime Minister Stephen Harper appeared at the 13th annual “GhadriBabeyan 

Da Mela” in Surrey, B.C., to issue an apology for KomagataMaru incident. In 2012, the Simon 

Fraser university Library in Canada launched a website “KomagataMaru: Continuing the 

Journey” funded by the department of Citizenship and immigration of Canada. The Government 

of India formed a panel to observe the KomagataMaru’s centenary. In India, the ministry of 

culture started yearlong centenary commemoration of KomagataMaru by honouring 

granddaughters of Baba Gurdit Singh, the hero of the KomagataMaru. A set of commemorative 

coin of denominations of Rs. 100 and Rs. 5 was released to mark occasion on May 1st 2014. 
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Conclusion: -To sum up, the whole affair of the KomagataMaru challenged not only the 

nature of Canada’s exclusionary immigration laws contesting this policy from the start in the 

courts, through delegations in Ottawa, London, Delhi and by seeking publicity in Canada and 

abroad, but also the politics of their treatment in Canada. Not allowed to dock, the ship remained 

anchored in the harbour for two months, a floating prison without adequate water, food, or 

medical services. Despite legal appeals in court, Canadian federal laws designed to prevent 

South Asian immigrants from entering Canada despite the fact they, like Canadians, were British 

subjects were enforced. The whole KomagataMaru affair traced the causes of the exploitation of 

the passenger’s and exposed the deep-rooted anti-Asian/Indian feelings in Canada.The 

humiliation inflicted upon the passengers of the KomagataMaru in Canada and later in India, 

became a footnote to the larger story of anti-colonial confrontation in direct rule in India that 

eventually climaxed in India’s own foundational narrative of sovereign independence. 
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Abstract 

Migration is a common phenomenon in every society that it has become a topical concern for scholars, government, 

civil societies, NGOs and literary writers. It has become an overwhelming global issue such that literary writers 

across the world have made it an important theme. African writers such as Chika Unigwe (The Phoneix 2007, On 

Black Sister’s Street 2010) and Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie (Purple Hibiscus 2004, Half of a Yellow Sun 2006, The 

Thing Around Your Neck 2009, The Thing Around Your Neck 2013) have written about how migration affects young 

Africans that travel to Europe for greener pastures and other related reasons. Hausa writers also contribute to this 

topical discourse in a bid to examine its often negative effects and curtail the practice. Although there are sometimes 

cogent reasons for migration, the manner in which it is practiced has been of concern to these writers. In particular, 

these writers examine the route to Europe from Nigeria via Niger Republic. This paper offers a general critical and 

stylistic analysis of some of the Hausa works that deal with the theme of migration from either rural to urban areas 

or from one country to another. Dangambo Abdulkadir’s KitsenRogo (loosely translated as all that glitters are not 

gold) is the primary text for this paper.  International migration theory and socio-criticism are utilised as the 

theoretical and methodological framework in the paper.  

Key Words: Migration, African Writers, Contemporary Hausa Novels 

 

1. Introduction  

African writers write about themes that boarder on the lives and experiences of their people. 

They write about the rights and wrongs of everyday life in a bid to educate and turn around lives 

and societies for the better. It is in this way that they touch lives, reform and entertain in the 

process. This paper is concerned with migration, a theme that affects the lives of many Africans. 

Notably, this important theme is neglected by many African writers, who opt to write about other 

important and even trivial subjects. It then becomes difficult for scholars to locate literary works, 

especially in Northern Nigeria, that deal with this seminal subject. This is not concluding, 

however, that there are no literary works that deal in one way or the other with migration.  

African writers such as Chinua Achebe and Wole Soyinka did not only write about migration, 

they experienced it, since they had to at one point or the other in their literary career flee from 

persecution and disillusionment. Importantly, they wrote some of their works while on exile. 

Achebe and Soyinka wrote about social injustice, including migration, at home and abroad 

(Kabore, 2016). In Northern Nigeria, as well, Umar Ladan and Dexter Lyndersay in Shaihu 

Umar (pub. 1975) also tackle forced migration through the experiences of victims of forced 

migration during the slave trade across the Sahara desert (Bello, 2017).    

Migration is generally known as the movement of people from one country to another for 

economic, colonial, political, or social reasons. There are thus several factors determining why 
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people voluntarily or forcefully migrate. Falola et al. (in Ladele and Omotayo, 2017) add that, 

there are cultural and spiritual dynamics associated with migration in Africa and the African 

diaspora.   

For long, African writers have been caught up in the migration web, especially during colonial 

rule due to their involvement with nationalist struggles for independence in their various 

countries. Many of them had to seek refuge in neighboring countries or distant lands like Britain 

and America. Thus, from about the late 1950s, the tradition of writers on exile emerged. Writing 

from the diaspora, writers like Ngugi wa Thiong’o, Wole Soyinka, Bessie Head, Doris Lessing, 

Alex La Guma, and Dennis Brutus, among others, tackled colonialism, imperialist and 

neocolonial processes, and high level of impunity and corruption in their countries. Their literary 

productions are often known for their utilization of the motifs and tropes of alienation, 

disillusionment, frustration, and isolation. The motifs of alienation and disenchantment have 

resurfaced in the recent works of African writers writing from diaspora.  

In this paper, the concern will be with the critical evaluation of Abdulqadir Xangambo’s Kitsen 

Rogo (All that Glitters is not Gold), a Hausa novel published in 1976. In summary, the novel 

reveals how poverty forced a young man to migrate from the village to the city in a quest, first, 

for survival and then possibly greener pasture. In the context of this study, migration is extended 

to cover the internal movement from the village to the city, considering that the major factors for 

migration are the same.  

2. Migration in Africa 

Migration is one of the important global discourses among scholars today. Scholars and literary 

writers have examined its diverse facets and effects on the migrants and the host communities. 

Africa, in particular, has a long history of population movement aimed at restoring ecological 

balance and, more importantly, of individuals in search of subsistence: food, shelter, and 

security. In African pre-colonial history, the kind of movement that is now regarded as 

international migration occurred over a wide area, restricted only by warfare (Aderanti, 1997). 

Since then, migration has been on the rise, mainly directed towards Europe and driven by 

poverty, violence and sometimes inordinate ambition and the quest to pass through the window. 

Extreme poverty, starvation, warfare, and environmental degradation have become an African lot 

and image, hence fuelling migration through any means necessary. The quest to make it to 

Europe using any means is today referred to as irregular migration and is posing a serious 

security problem. The route from sub-Saharan Africa through the Maghreb to Europe is an apt 

example of this irregular migration, which is now associated according to Flahaux (2016) with 

international crime, trafficking and terrorism. 

Migration has been defined differently by scholars. Aina (1997),for example, defines it as a 

spatial residential relocation over a relatively long period of time. This entails population 

movement; including that across national boundaries. It also includes the internal migration of 

people (change of residence) for a long period of time.  Thus, going by Aina’s definition, 

migration is simply the movement of people fromone place to another with the intent to settle.  

There are a number attempts by the international communities and governments in Africa and 

other developing nations to regulate migration by attending to one of the established premise that 

the root causes of migration are poverty and income gap between developed and developing 

countries. One of the short term regulation is for nations affected to improve on their boarder 

control, while the long term is to proffer solutions by stimulating development in developing 

countries through trade, aid and remittances (De Haas, 2007).   

https://comparativemigrationstudies.springeropen.com/articles/10.1186/s40878-015-0015-6#CR21
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Studies (Forster, 2015; Amin, 1997) have shown that, migration is hardly solely an individual 

action in which one moves from one place to another. Forster (2015: 17) argues that, it is often 

mediated by systems or sets of conditions that shape or even interdicts one’s movements. Forster 

(2015: 17) reports that scholars believe that “migrations do not simply happen. They are 

produced. And migrations do not involve just any possible combination of countries. They are 

patterned.” He adds that, labor migrations, for example:  

are embedded in larger social, economic and political structures, and … they 

are consequently bounded in their geography, duration, and size. There is a 

geopolitics of migration and there is the fact that migrations are part of 

systems: both set parameters for migrations… [We should] accept the fact that 

migration is not simply an aggregation of individual decisions, but a process 

patterned and shaped by existing politico-economic systems. (Foster, 2015: 17) 

In another study, Samir (1997) classified migration into classifications such as place of origin 

and of destination: rural–rural, rural–urban, urban–rural, urban-urban, and internal and 

international migrations. In those parts of the world that are already heavily urbanized, the 

urban–urban flow forms the main migratory phenomenon. In Africa, the migratory patterns are 

still essentially rural-urban, region-region or country-country. The duration of the migrations is 

also another issue. When it comes to migrations that are mainly rural-rural or urban-rural, for 

example, it is essential for seasonal occupations like farming and so do not last long. This, then, 

allows us to take into account the fact that, a good number of migrations in Africa are merely 

temporary. 

The migratory process involves a multiplicity of patterns: some migrants go directly to their 

destinations; others utilize a step-migration movement from smaller settlements to larger ones, 

up the urban hierarchy; while others operate a multiple-migration method, which involves 

searching for opportunities in towns, either large or small. In the case of non-metropolitan 

internal migration, these different steps are more or less taken in search of opportunities in rural 

areas and small and intermediate settlements. Rural–rural migration operates to a great extent 

and has been studied by some scholars.  

In the Nigerian context, for example, this practice is associated with farmers and other 

agriculturally-based people, who move from areas of land-hunger, or different ecological zones 

such as the Savannah or Sahel region, into the forest belt. They enter into quite complex 

production arrangements such as pure wage-labour, farm-tenancy and sharecropping. Although 

rural–rural migrants sometimes operate as traders, craftsmen, and artisans, there is the consensus 

among scholars like Adepoju (1976), Olusanya (1976), and Udo (1975) (in Aida, et el 1995) that, 

they migrate solely in search of fertile land for farming.  

The other patterns of migration like rural-urban, urban-urban and country-country operate 

differently, with migrants migrating for different reasons, mostly economic. In the case of 

African writers such as Ngugi, Achebe, Soyinka, and Brutus, it was basically more to do with 

escaping persecution and enjoying the freedom to write about anything and anybody than for 

economic reason. As stated earlier in this paper, many African writers of the first generation 

experienced migration; some were exiled while others had to flee for survival. The nature of 

migration and how it affects victims at home and abroad have been examined in many West, 

East and Southern African literary works (Kabore, 2016). 

Similarly, in North African countries, Arab writers also experienced migration. Many of the 

writers had to flee at certain points to escape persecution. Importantly, countries such as Egypt 



NNeeww  MMaann  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  JJoouurrnnaall  ooff  MMuullttiiddiisscciipplliinnaarryy  SSttuuddiieess                                                                                                                ISSN: 2348-1390                     
Impact Factor: 4.321 (IIJIF) 

 

 

 

 
 VOL. 6 |   ISSUE  2 |  FEBRUARY    2019  19                    www.newmanpublication.com 

provided a safe haven for those migrant writers who fled from the atrocities of their 

governments. As a centre of culture and civilization, Egypt provided asylum for the many writers 

that came to its shores since the 1870s (Sabe, 2016). Some of the writers are Ya’qub Sarruf, Faris 

Nimr, Salim Taqla, Zaynab Fawwaz, Labiba Hashim, Mayy Ziyada, and many others (Sabe, 

2016). 

The rural–urban, or urban–urban non-metropolitan migration that occurs is often to small and 

medium-sized towns. In the small towns, the range of opportunities and activities depends on the 

size, location and functions of the settlements. The presence of migrants is often a question of 

scale and needs in relation to these either in rural areas or in medium-sized towns. These vary 

extensively depending on their sizes, locations and functions. Generally, the medium-sized towns 

are more heterogeneous than the rural settlements and small towns. They are also often better 

serviced with utilities and infrastructures. Opportunities for employment in them range from the 

public and private formal sectors to, in some cases, agro-based or mineral-extracting industries, 

commerce and an extensive informal sector. There is a greater division of labor in these 

settlements and as Okafor (1988) has pointed out in Nigeria, further political and administrative 

decentralization in the form of state creation in Nigeria in 1963, 1967, 1975, 1985 and 1991 have 

resulted in 30 state capitals, all of which are some form of regional administrative headquarters. 

These are being developed through construction of offices, provision of services and 

infrastructures so that they can play their official roles effectively. They also become sites of 

employment creation in a wide range of social and economic sectors.  

3. Hausa novels and migration 

Hausa writers have also contributed to the theme of migration through their works. They narrate 

how the young men leave villages and towns in search of wealth and influence in the cities 

through a number of related but different stories. Some of these novels are Bature Gagare’s 

Qarshen Alewa Qasa (1982) and Abubakar Tafawa Balewa’s Shaihu Umar (1933). 

Youth left their villages and towns for cities in order to have influence to the society and wealth. 

This can be seen from the novel of Karshen Alewa Kasa by Bature Gagare, 1982 which emerged 

as a result of writing competition set by Federal Department of Culture of Federal Republic of 

Nigeria in 1982; the novel won the third prize and has 342 pages. 

The novel tells a story of a young boy Mailoma who was prostrated by the intimidation of their 

animist traditional ruler. These intimidations led to the dead of his wife and mother, as such he 

left their village Tsaunin Gwano on exile to city of Kano. After being well brought of and trained 

by his master in Kano, he killed the master because the master caught him seducing his wife. 

From there he went to Lagos and joined the Nigerian army, but left the army before the end of 

civil war of 1967 and form an armed robbery team, which he called "Best Five". For some years, 

Mailoma and his 'best five' team were pushed away from Lagos by the security forces. That 

made him to run back to his village and form a big school of armed robbery to take revenge on 

their leader, Sarkin Arna. He tries to take revenge from their village ruler who killed his wife and 

destroy what they worship (Paganism).    

In this novel, as we can see there is forced migration which was caused by their traditional 

customs and belief, Mailoma migrated from there village due to the power of their ruler which 

resulted in killing his wife and mother. When he was well brought-up and capable of taking 

revenge, he now returned to the village and executed his plan on taking revenge. This novel 

portrayed rural-urban migration whereby, the character was forced to go out and finds a means of 

taking revenge on what has been done to him. 
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In the novel of Shehu Umar by Abubakar Tafawa Balewa 1933, there is also an element of 

migration. The characters in the novel, especially Shehu Umar’s mother suffer and migrate from 

one village to the other in the quest for her son. This migration took her a lot of time to find her 

son and at the end she died after locating him. This type of migration is called the rural-rural 

migration just as (Samir Amin, 1997) stated. This migration is not for money or seeking for some 

material benefit, but for quest for a lost somebody. Therefore, Hausa writers since in the 1930’s 

down to 1980’s portrayed migration from rural-rural area or rural-urban area as we have seeing 

in the novel of Karshen Alewa Kasa. 

3.1 Causes of migration in Hausa novel 

For Hausa writers, there are a lot of causes of migration that affect Hausa society and that is what 

they concentrate to portrayed in their novel. But for the purpose of literary works, Kabore 

(2016:3) stated that migration theorists such as Dustmann and Weiss (2007) said that throughout 

human history, “economic motives for migration, and motives related to natural disaster or 

persecution (…) are the two main reasons why individuals migrate.” (2). In fact, for ages, people 

have been migrating because of poverty, natural disaster or social unrest. Upon examining post-

colonial African literature that deals with migration, one comes to the understand that the 

migration story for African that migrate from one place to another has to do with poverty or war. 

Believably, hunger and crises are the main reasons that made Africans to migrate from their 

country or from one place to another for shelter and protection. The Hausa novelist just like their 

other novelist provided and depend on those causes of migration in their novels. 

That was why Mailoma was set to migrate from their rural area to urban due to maltreatment 

which was close to war that broke between their family and Sarkin Arna’s family. Similarly, one 

can say hunger or poverty and economic hardship is what made their leader to handle them the 

way he did.  

4. Effects of migration in the novel of Kitsen Rogo (All that Glitters is not Gold) 

The novel of Kitsen Rogo (All that Glitters is not Gold) was published by NNPC in 1978 the 

book was written by Abdulkadir Dangambo with 75 pages. The book narrates the story of young 

boy Ibrahim who is the main character in the story. Ibrahim migrated from their village (rural 

area) to the city of Kano (urban area), in Kano Ibrahim change his name to Musa Dan Kunama in 

order to hide his identity, since he don’t get any job to do in the city. Ibrahim left his village for 

city in anticipation of having good job, unfortunately, he ended up in prison due to associating 

himself with bad guys. The main theme of the novel is to address the problem of migration from 

rural to urban area.  

Ibrahim ran-away from the village in order to get a new work which will earned him money 

without doing much or suffering. That was why he abandoned faming which is their main 

occupation and way of living in the village. While in the city, he struggles to have job, but due to 

low qualification, he could not get any, he finally ended in prison. While in prison, he regretted 

leaving his village in the first place and equally regretted involving himself with the errand boys, 

but, it’s too late for him.  

The writer portrayed how youth in their young age decided to leave their origin, to abandoned 

their agricultural activities that is full of wealth and ran into cities to look for something that is 

not real and fall into trouble. Ibrahim, while in prison, found himself blaming and regretting what 

he did, while thinking in the prison, one can clearly understand his remorse: 
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What made me to left our village, KademiɁ What are my benefit in 

cityɁ These are unanswered questions he kept asking himself. He 

continued, I could have been in our village with my occupation, 

agriculture. I could have not found myself in this ugly situation. He 

now testified to the Hausa wise saying… “Having wealth without 

peace of mind is better to have peace of mind and stay poor. 

(Kitsen Rogo: 2) 

This is just a portion where the main character of the novel regretted his deeds when it is too late 

for him to cry. Most of the migrants from Africa regret their deeds when it is too late for them, 

this novel is a clear example of how African writers portrayed such theme and our analysis is 

going to buttress that point.    

The novel Kitsen Rogo bring out the bad situation and the critical condition villages as one of the 

main reason for youth to leave rural area to urban area. This is one of the reason that forced 

Ibrahim to migrate to city so that he can have social amenities since he cannot have them in the 

village.  Likewise, he will get enough money and rise capital which will earned him respect and 

to do whatever he wants to do, to go wherever he want to go, unlike in the village where there’s 

none, this is what he thinks while in the prison: 

Each and every blessing day youth are flowing to the city from 

their villages. Some of the villages are even worse than mine. No 

schools and there is no clean drinking water. Some don’t even have 

wall, no buildings and some remote areas don’t have a market. In 

some of the villages, no one can even understand a simple English. 

(Kitsen Rogo:17).  

From the above quotation one can come to understand that Ibrahim is now regretting leaving his 

village that is more than some of the villages and yet, youth from that village stayed and 

concentrate on their daily activities without bothering their selves on having social amenities.  

Ibrahim decided to leave his village after hearing about his friends that are leaving in the city and 

how they enjoyed life in the city. That is what forced him to join them in the city so that he will 

go to the cinema as his friend Bala used to go, he can as well go to any club he so wishes without 

any hesitation, this is what he thinks in his flashback while in the prison: 

He thinks of his neighbor in the village Bala, who is enjoying his 

life in the city and became rich, the other one of his friend who is 

also in the city also became rich and he works in a company…. No 

is not a company, is a government agency… (Kitsen Rogo: 4)  

This is the type of thinking forced Ibrahim to leave the village in order to become rich as his 

friend and neighbors gotten, unknown to him, the situation in the city is not like that, it is just 

like the wise saying All that Glitters is not Gold meaning whatever one forecast is not the reality, 

all the expectations one foresee is not always the real happening. For Ibrahim, he saw how his 

friends enjoyed and got a lot of wealth in the city and he decided to joining them and have 

whatever they are having, unfortunately for him, he fell into a trap and ended up in the prison.  

Ibrahim in his flashback remembered how life was so simple with him in their village and how 

he thinks of his girlfriend who he realized was forced to prostitution in the city after she was 

married against her wish: 
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He really regretted leaving his village. He could have been in the 

village by now in confidence. What about my girlfriend, Mairo? I 

could have married her… no, he re-think that she was now a 

prostitute in the city. May be if he has stayed home he could have 

marry her. She was forced to marry somebody that was she left her 

matrimonial home for prostitution. (Kitsen Rogo: 37) 

This type of thinking is what disturbed him as he now in the prison serving punishment, he 

doesn’t have anything to do in the prison than thinking of the old good days. He again thinks of 

his girlfriend and remembered that somebody told him she is now an international prostitute, 

meaning she excel in the profession and has been championing in the field: 

Where is Mairo now? He once heard from his friend she is now a 

prostitute in Shagamu. But somebody told him that he saw her in a 

hotel in Gusau. He remembered how Mairo was a pious girl, in 

their village, Kademi, nobody will think Mairo will turn to a 

prostitute because of her good habit, now they are in the same ball, 

no, may be his own case is more than hers, who knows? (Kitsen 

Rogo: 5) 

Another effect of rural-urban migration as portrayed by this novelist is how those that migrated 

from the rural area will end-up becoming a criminal in the cities if they did not have any tangible 

or meaningful job. This is what happened to Ibrahim who changed his name to Musa in the city. 

He came to city to have better a job so that he can earned money which will made him to become 

rich, but he ended-up to becoming criminal because he could not have a job of his choice. He 

met some bad friends Ado, Boss and co who involved themselves in theft, burglary and all sort 

of criminal offense, Musa don’t have any choice than to join them. It is this act that led to the 

capture and imprisonment of Musa by the Nigerian Police and was sentence to one hundred and 

ten months in prison. While in prison for the second time, Musa exhibited good character, though 

sometimes he thinks of how to escape from the prison, but he remembered how the first escape 

made his punishment to be hard on him for the second time.  

As we have seeing earlier, Ibrahim suffered a lot while in the city and could not achieved his 

desire of becoming rich and enjoy life to the fullest. He paid for what he did and regretted when 

it is too let for him. But, his obedient and working hard in the prison earned him respect to the 

prison officers and was released before he completed his serving term. This made him to change 

his life while back in the village, he became so good that everybody loves him, that made Alhaji 

Kyauta to appoint him to oversee his farmland as the farm manager, and later became the 

manager of a company established in the village. Though, Ado tried to take him back to the 

criminal act, but he refused to join him back.  

5.0 Conclusion 

This paper analyzed the effect of migration of African origin to Europe and other countries for 

better life and earning. Though, when people migrate due to poverty will end-up suffering in 

wherever they found themselves. 

This type of hardship is what Africans are facing while they migrated to Europe or other 

countries. They don’t have higher qualification nor official visas that will allow them to move 

freely and on top of all these, they will not find a good job that will take care of them, as such, 

one will find that they are involve in all sort of criminal act; prostitution, drug-abuse, theft, 

rubbery and so on. In fact, Africans faced a lot of challenges and problems while they migrated 
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to Europe as we have seen in this novel, is just a replica of what is happening with our brothers 

and sisters elsewhere. 

The best for Africans is to stay home, contributed in the socio-economic development of their 

villages, town, cities and the county at large. Each country has its natural resources which if 

utilized will benefit the entire populace and will attract foreign investors that will have to come 

and develop and make use of our natural resources, instead of Africans migrating to their 

countries and found themselves into trouble.    
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This paper’s main purpose is to know the status of English language in the pre- 

independence era and post independence era. As well as its current status in India. 

Languages are important in the life of any nation. The members of a social group need to 

communicate with each other and for all social purposes. India is a country with multilingual, 

multicultural and pluralistic milieu. The social appreciation can best be fulfilled by the mother 

tongue. It is natural to think of mother tongue for the purpose of education but the necessity to 

have a common language of interaction has lead to the learning English. English occupies a 

unique position in Indian education system. in the pre independence era English language has 

three phases. First is the missionary phase. In second phase Indians demanded instruction in 

English studies. The third and most important phase is that of bilingualism. In post independence 

era English has been allowed to continue for fifteen years from the date of adoption of the 

constitution and then to be replaced by Hindi. The current status of English has turned a 

significant percentage of the world’s population into part time users or learners of English the 

wide spared need for learning puts a consideration pressure on the resources involving 

curriculum development. 

Pre Independence era: It is strongly believed that it made its entry when the British first 

came to India after the incorporation of the East India Company in  1600 .The English was the 

language of the rulers in India .We had no choice but to learn English. in this way English 

language started gaining roots in India. By 1765 the company’s influence had grown to such an 

extent that the British were effectively controlling most part of the country .Initially English was 

only taught to the local population through the work of Christian missionaries there were no 

official attempts to force the language on the Indians. But by the 1700s, English had firmly 

established as the language of administration and many educated Indians  adopted it as a mean of 

social advancement .Its journey from being a foreign language to the associate official language 

of Administration has been very interesting. By 1857 universities had opened in Bombay, 

Calcutta and Madras. English turned to be first language in Indian education. Indians who knew 

good English were considered as the new elite of India. According to the British government 

laws the language of instruction at university level and therefore schools that stressed English 

were chosen by ambitious Indians. There were primarily two objectives of such education. The 

first was to create through this educational class of natives who, despite their blood and colour, 

would be English in culture and be able to interpret between the rulers and the subjects.The 

second was to create a demand for the European institutions.It provided the framework of formal 

English language to India. The British government turned to high cast Indians to work for them . 

Many high cast Indians, specially the Brahmins and the other people of high caste worked for 

them. The British policy was to create an Indian class who should think like the British. These 



NNeeww  MMaann  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  JJoouurrnnaall  ooff  MMuullttiiddiisscciipplliinnaarryy  SSttuuddiieess                                                                                                                ISSN: 2348-1390                     
Impact Factor: 4.321 (IIJIF) 

 

 

 

 
 VOL. 6 |   ISSUE  2 |  FEBRUARY    2019  25                    www.newmanpublication.com 

Indians also got their education in British universities. In  1835 macaulay paved the way for the 

development of the English in India by by making it’s study compulsory. By this effort English 

became as the official language of education in 837 . The government policy was to establish 

English education compulsory in India. Dr.  Zakir Hussain committee of basic education 1938 

recommended that the proper teaching of the mother tongue is the foundation of all education. 

This committee included the 7 year course of basic education. Indians not only learn the English 

language but also used it to throw away British Empire from Indian soil. Indian also started 

producing literature in English. English also played a critical role in India’s  struggle for 

independence as it became the language of  political awaking and resurgence. Even M.K Gandhi 

1969-1948 , although a strong advocator of use of national language , used English language 

effectively to put forth his message to british government.    

Post independent era: The participation of English as having an alien power base 

changed. English now has become distinct and complimentary. After independence drastic 

changes came regarding the place of English in india. Since it was a language of rulers who had 

exercised cruelities over Indians. The first reaction was to deathrone English from its exalted 

position. As a consiquences hindi in devnagri script was declared was declared the official 

language of the union by Indian constitution. In order to give hindi sufficient time to replace 

English as an official language, English was declared to continue as an associate language for a 

period of 5 years i.e, till 1965. English did not remain the medium of instructions. Reasonal 

languages became the medium of examination. English chased to be a compulsory subject. The 

state government started using regional languages in administration.  Now it is obvious that 

English did not have the same place after after independence which it had before independence. 

After independence the question of language became more emotional. Prime Minister Nehru 

declared 1959 that it was government policy to shake India free of English within a generation. 

“English as an associate, additional language which be used , not because of facilities and 

all that , but certain doors of advance are closed to them because they are forced to correspond 

the government, I mean – in the hindi language. They can correspond in English as long as 

people require it and the decision for that . English should be taught along with hindi in order to 

get outside affairs, for all Indian services, engineering medical and forest departments.” The firm 

establishment of English after independence beniffitted india in several ways. Indians not only 

started learning it seriously but also learnt how to express themselves in an efficient way in 

English. Several authors started writing in English. This gave a boost for development of the 

special field in literature called “Indian English literature.” Thus we have seen how foreign 

language became the associate official language in india.   

 The current status of English: Prior to the entry of Englishmen india had no contact 

with the English language. When it came alon with the britishers it came as a foreign language. 

English had to face few setbacks in india after independence. But there were some learned 

thinkers who advocated retention of the English language in india even after independence . 

India is a country with more than 25 dominant languages and 6000 dialects. There are more than 

major 6 major languages spoken and used in this country. English appears as a common platform 

for many Indians when in a cross linguistic situation. They must also tribute the hypocracy of 

many Indians for the development of English language in our country. They take pride in 

claiming that we can speak, write or use English comfortably and fluently. English is the official 

language in the government and private offices. This is also the language of instruction in all the 

universities and colleges across the country. The scenario is such that one need to polish the 
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skills of English to obtain a job. Mere knowledge of the subjects is no more the only criteria to 

secure a job in today’s date. One needs to be a master in English communication skills to be a 

professional. English has evolved as language of status. This clearly reflects the status symbol if 

one is able to communicate in English, they drive respects for themselves.  

CONCLUSION: We have thus in brief discussed the beginning, the growth and development of 

English in india. We  also studied how the status of English language change from the time 

English people ruled after independence. We could see in the discussion is that the English 

language has been the most valuable gift for the Indians . It had helped Indians in several ways. 

Being the window to outside world and gateway to knowledge, English has been of great 

prominence and importance. So we can easily say today that “ there is no success , if there is no 

English.”  

References : www.wikipedia.org, eharondanniel.the polics of india since independence(The new 

Cambridge history of india, 1999-2000),  www .studyenglishtoday.net/englishlanguage.html   
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INTRODUCTION 

There has been growing interest among the social scientist to study the internet behaviour. The 

study of the psychology of the internet uses, abuses and its influence on behaviour has attracted 

the attention of psychologist in recent years. 

The internet and online virtual world has been touted as a revolutionary technology among the 

students, academicians, and businessman. The internet explosion happened so rapidly that we did 

not have any time to retreat and look at it more systematically as a new environment that can 

have significance on human behaviour. It is a parallel world in which people are acting- 

interacting. 

To study the psychology of online world & its influence on behaviour is a very recent topic of 

research in psychology. Researchers conducted so far on this topic are on internet addiction 

which has tried to indentify problematic internet use associated with social & psychological 

impairment. Brenner 1996, Grittens 1997, Morahan & Martin 1997, Scherer 1997, Young 1996, 

Douglas & Mc Ganty 2000 Bluic & Lara 2004 

1991 Shotton was first to investigate computer dependency and observed dependents they were 

more likely to maintain a schizoid life style. 

THE FIVE FACTOR MODEL 

Lewis Goldberg proposed a five dimensional personality model “The Big Five.” The five factor 

model is descriptive model of personality. What separate five factor models  of personality from 

all other is that it is not based on the theory of any one particular psychologist, but rather on 

language , the natural system that people use to communicate their understanding of one another. 

The five-factor model of personality is a hierarchical organization of personality traits in terms of 

five basic dimensions: Extraversion, Agreeableness, Conscientiousness, Neuroticism, and 

Openness to Experience. The five-factor model is comprised of five personality dimensions 

(OCEAN): Openness to Experience, Conscientiousness, Extraversion, Agreeableness, and 

Neuroticism. The five dimensions are held to be a complete description of personality. The five 

factors were derived from factor analyses of a large number of self- and peer reports on 

personality-relevant adjectives and questionnaire items.  

The five factors are: 

Extraversion: outgoing and stimulation oriented vs. quiet, stimulation avoiding 

Neuroticism: emotionally reactive, prone to negative emotion vs. calm, imperturbable, 

optimistic 

Agreeableness: affable, friendly, conciliatory vs. aggressive dominant, disagreeable 

Conscientiousness: dutiful, plan full and orderly vs. laidback, spontaneous and unreliable. 

Openness: open to new ideas and change vs. traditional and oriented towards routine. 
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The following are some of the important characteristics of the five factors. First, the factors are 

dimensions, not types, so people vary continuously on them, with most people falling in between 

the extremes. Second, the factors are stable over a 45-year period beginning in young adulthood 

(Soldz & Vaillant, 1999). Third, the factors and their specific facets are heritable (i.e., genetic), 

at least in part (Jang, McCrae, Angleitner, Riemann, & Livesley, 1998; Loehlin, McCrae, Costa, 

& John, 1998). Fourth, the factors probably had adaptive value in a prehistoric environment 

(Buss, 1996). Fifth, the factors are considered universal, having been recovered in languages as 

diverse as German and Chinese (McCrae & Costa, 1997). Sixth, knowing one's placement on the 

factors is useful for insight and improvement through therapy (Costa & McCrae, 1992). 

The personality theories generally agree that personality is organisation of qualities that reside in 

and characterize the individual and are constantly influenced by the environmental factors. 

Personality psychologist agrees that development of personality is an interaction of biological 

environmental factor. Social factor play an important role in shaping the personality of the 

individual. Any change in social condition has an effect on behaviour. Many technological 

changes influence society. Rapid technological advances have opened a vast virtual world before 

the individual that is internet. To understand the relationship between internet and personality the 

researcher conducted this study. In the study we are studying mainly two factor extraversion and 

neuroticism.  

EXTRAVERSION is characterized by positive emotions, surgency, and the tendency to seek out 

stimulation and the company of others. This trait is marked by pronounced engagement with the 

external world. They are often perceived as full of energy and tend to be enthusiastic and action 

oriented individual. 

NEUROTICISM is the tendency to experience negative emotion such as anger, anxiety or 

depression. It is some time called emotional instability. Those who score high in neuroticism are 

emotionally reactive and vulnerable to stress. 

Earlier in 1997 Scherer, Morahan and Martin 1997 found that excessive internet use is 

problematic for academic performance and relationship functioning. Other researcher had 

explored link between excessive internet use and personality traits – neuroticism and 

extraversion (Wolfradt and Doll 2001), emotional state, loneliness and anxiety (Caplan 2003, 

Moody 2001, Shapered and Edelmann 2005, Yao-Guo ET all 2006) 

OBJECTIVES 

1. To examine the prevalence of internet use and its addiction among students.  

2. To access the psychological impact- anger, impulsiveness, depression, withdrawal etc of the 

online virtual world on its user.  

HYPOTHESIS 

1. There would be no significant difference between male and female college going students on 

personality facet of extraversion. 

2. There would be no significant difference between male and female college going students on 

personality facet of neuroticism. 

METHODOLOGY 

Sample of 50 male and female College going dependent internet users of age group from 17 to 

22 of Gwalior city were selected by - Online behaviour questionnaire- Kimberly Young, 
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university of Pittsburgh, Bradford, 1996. Personality facets were measured by - NEO 5 factor 

Inventory, Form S, Paul T Costa and Robert R McCrae. 

RESULTS 

 
EXTRAVERSION NEUROTICISM 

MALE FEMALE MALE FEMALE 

MEAN 21.52 22.22 22.28 22.06 

SD 3.74 5.16 4.15 5.11 

SEM 0.53 0.73 .59 0.72 

N 50 50 50 50 

t-RESULT 
0.7761 (df=98) 

Non significant 

0.2363 (df=98) 

Non significant 
 

 

Result shows there is no significant difference found between the two groups.  The mean value 

of dependent college going male internet users is 22.28 and female internet users 22.06 on 

neuroticism factor and both the groups do not differ significantly. The mean value of dependent 

college going male internet users is 21.52 and female internet users 22.22 on extraversion factor 

and both the groups do not differ significantly.  

On the neuroticism facet male scored high in comparison to female students. High scores 

indicate worry, anxiety, anger and hostility. They also indicate guilt, sadness, loneliness, and 

hopelessness. They are uncomfortable around others, they are impulsive which refers to inability 

to control craving and urges. They are vulnerable to stress and feel unable to cope with stress. So 

they enjoy online behaviour and to be a member of virtual world. 

On the extraversion facet female score high in comparison to male students. This indicates they 

are friendly, warm, and affectionate to their internet friends. They are excitement seeking and 

NEUROTICISM EXTRAVERSION

MALE 22.28 21.52

FEMALE 22.06 22.22
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sensation seeking. They can also form close attachments and enjoy the company of others in a 

virtual world. They experience joy, happiness and are cheerful and optimistic. 

Other Researches have explored link between excessive internet use and other factors such as 

gender (Amichai-Hamburger and Ben Artzi 2003), personality traits such as neuroticism and 

extraversion (wolfradt and Doll 2001), emotional states such as loneliness and anxiety (Caplan 

2003, Moody 2001, shepherd and Edelmann 2005, Yao-Guo et al 2006). Kraut et al 2002 study 

showed that the extraversion mediated the relationship between internet use and emotion those 

classed as extroverts tended to benefit from internet use.  Persons who feel loneliness are more 

prone to excessive use of internet. Dr. Dinhas Dennon of Tel Aviv University said that internet 

addiction can lead to anxiety and severe depression. Teenagers and people in mid fifty’s 

suffering from loneliness are at greatest risk. 

So this studies shows that male and female college going student are prone to excessive internet 

use besides their academic requirement. Female are more expressive in virtual world. They are 

more experiencing joy, happiness, excitement, making friends on internet in virtual world rather 

than in real world. On the other hand male students are showing anxiety, hostility, impulsiveness, 

worry, depressive tendencies and neurotic behaviour. They also feel unable to control urges. Due 

to this they are uncomfortable around others so they again turn back to virtual life. 
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Abstract 

Asymmetric information occurs when traders on one side of the market know things that traders on the 

other side of the market do not. At first blush, asymmetric information might not seem to be a serious 

problem for markets. Asymmetric information often leads to a market problem that is known as adverse 

selection. Adverse selection occurs in a market when buyers or sellers would, on average, is better off 

trading with someone selected at random from the population than with those who volunteer to trade. 

Another problem of asymmetric information, similar to adverse selection, is known as moral hazard. 

Adverse selection occurs when your trading partners have less favourable characteristics than the 

population at large. Moral hazard occurs when the actions taken by your trading partners are less 

favourable for you than the actions of the average member of the population. 

Key Words: Asymmetric information, Adverse Selection, Moral hazard, Lemon market, Principle-Agent 

 

1. Introduction 

All the economists, even classical like Smith, Mill and Marshall, seem to have included this information 

related problem in their work. The concept of famous invisible hand by Smith, (1776), speaks about the 

intervention of state in the competitive market, the Pareto's welfare economics based on the competitive 

or efficient allocation relying upon the uniformly distributed information amongst the economic agents. 

Of course, one does not till recently, find appreciation of the fact that the informational inadequacies 

could change the very nature of competitive equilibrium. But it is in the beginning of 1960s, the scrutiny 

of market theories and general equilibrium model was started in the shadow of macro-economic 

implications of deficiency of information on the market theories. The dictionary meaning of the term is a 

'condition in which at least some information is known to some but not to all the parties to the 

transaction'.According to economists, ' information asymmetry causes market to become inefficient; 

since all the market participants do not have access to the information they need for their decision making 

process'. An informational asymmetry is present when one party to a transaction has more information 

than another about the characteristics of the good or service to be traded. Asymmetric information occurs 

when traders on one side of the market know things that traders on the other side of the market do not.  

2. Review of Literature 

The theory of asymmetry of information and its impact in the markets has been extensive (Aboody and 

Lev, 2000). Some of the undesirable consequences of information asymmetry are moral hazards, 

monopoly of information and adverse selection (Aboody and Lev, 2000). Information asymmetry is a 

study of decisions made by human beings were one human agent has more information than another 

human agent. There are cases were information asymmetry is not desirable, for example in an interview 

settings were one human agent (the potential employer) needs to know as much as possible about the 

potential employee and this problem was studied extensively by Nobel Laureate Michael Spence (Spence, 

1973). The other issue with information asymmetry is that of screening which was studied by Nobel 

Laureate Joseph Stiglitz (1974). Stiglitz introduced the concept of screening where the human agent that 
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knows less information induces the human agent that knows more information to reveal some 

information. Artificial Intelligence is a computational approach which is motivated by natural intelligence 

such as the functioning of the brain, the organization of animals as well as the evolution of physical and 

biological systems (Russell and Norvig, 2010). Some examples of artificial intelligence techniques are 

neural networks which are capable of learning from data, genetic algorithm which is capable of evolving 

and ant colony optimization which is capable of optimizing. Artificial intelligence has been successfully 

used in decision making in a number of areas such as in engineering (Marwala, 2010&2012; Marwala et 

al, 2016), in missing data estimation (Marwala, 2009), in economics (Marwala, 2013), in political science 

(Marwala, 2011) as well as in rational decision making (Marwala, 2014&2015). Efficient market 

hypothesis is theory proposed by Nobel Laureate Eugene Fama which states that the market incorporates 

all the information such that it is impossible to beat the market (Fama, 1965). Theories such as prospect 

theory and bounded rationality have proven that at best human agents are not fully rational but almost 

always are not rational (Simon, 1974; Kahneman and Tversky, 1979). 

3. Statement of Research Questions 

Some questions concerning the experience of asymmetric information are: Why are brand goods popular? 

Why does a McDonald’s make more sales than a local competitor next door? Why do some people prefer 

to buy used cars from a used car salesman rather than from an individual? Of two job applicants with 

similar skills, why does the one with higher qualification get the job? All of the above, brands, used car 

salesmen, degrees and qualifications are examples of market institutions set in place to level information 

asymmetries. 

4. Objectives 

The present paper aims to fulfil following objectives: 

(i) Introduce  the concept of adverse selection  

(ii) Illustrate the concept of  moral hazard 

(iii)  Examine the information asymmetry in financial and capital markets 

5. Limitations 

This limitation to economics follows naturally as the theory was first introduced in that context and, 

although it has also been applied to other fields of study, there are more than enough subject material to 

discuss the theory in this field. 

6. Methodology 

This research is a fundamental one aiming to construct  the literature of asymmetric information existence 

documented. In this respect our goal was to identify the main authors that have contributed significantly 

to documenting the existence and magnitude of asymmetric information. Our literature review is a 

thematic one, the studies and authors that formed the sampling of the literature were selected only with 

the scope of assessing our research questions. The methodology adopted was deductive and the 

conclusions were drawn based on the literature. The latter was constructed based on the number of 

citations and journals rankings, in order to assess and analyze papers with impact results for this particular 

field. In order to identify all relevant literature, the literature search included the following steps: 

7. Adverse Selection 

Asymmetric information often leads to a market problem that is known as adverse selection. Adverse 

selection occurs in a market when buyers or sellers would, on average, be better off trading with someone 

selected at random from the population than with those who volunteer to trade. The informed parties (e.g. 

used-car sellers, insurance buyers, workers) are more willing to trade when trading is less advantageous to 

the uninformed parties (used-car buyers, insurance companies, employers). That tendency is known as 

adverse selection. When one party to a transaction has more information than another, the informed party 

may be more willing to trade precisely when trading is less advantageous to the uninformed party. As a 

result, the uninformed party may be reluctant to trade. Adverse selection refers to a situation in which one 
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party in a contractual agreement has more knowledge or prior information about a situation than the other 

party involved and takes advantage of the situation or party who knows less. For example; my cousin, 

John who is an entertainment promoter and his friend, Tate contractually agree to share half of the 

expenses to retain a rapper from Atlanta to perform at a nightclub in Statesboro, Georgia. With an 

understanding that they would split the proceeds from patrons who pay cover charges, both John and Tate 

worked tirelessly to promote and advertise the event. After the event was over and the money had been 

counted, Tate only received 40% of cover charges even though he paid his fair share to promote the event. 

John, on the other hand, received 60% of the cover charges collected. Although John had more 

knowledge about the process of promoting, he failed to mention that Tate would be responsible for paying 

him 10% for using his trade name during the advertising phase. In other words, John took advantage of 

Tate’s lack of knowledge regarding the use of his trade name and the situation. Some more illustrations of 

adverse selection: 

– The riskiness of an investment for a venture capitalist (the principle) due to uncertainty 

about the effectiveness of new technology employed by an entrepreneur (the agent) 

– The riskiness of employing a new worker because uncertainty about their innate ability 

(productivity) 

– The state of health of someone buying health insurance 

If principle offers a contract that is based on expected quality this may only be acceptable to low quality 

agents  ADVERSE SELECTION; bad drives out good.  

Suppose we have a market where all the transactions are conducted by machines that are capacitated by 

artificial intelligence techniques. In this scenario, the artificial intelligence machine will look at all the 

information at its disposal including information available in the internet to make decisions. In this 

scenario, the degree of rationality in the market is increased because an irrational agent i.e. a human being 

is not participating in the market. In this situation the degree of information asymmetry in the markets 

will be greatly reduced almost to no asymmetry. Asymmetry in many trading scenarios is in fact a driver 

in the trading process, creating (on both sides of the trade) a sense that each party is getting a better deal 

than the other. Consider a case in which a given commodity is being traded, and party A (the seller) 

considers the good worth $10, while party B (the buyer) considers the good worth $15. Through 

bargaining, they agree to a sale price of $13, with party A believing himself to have made a profit of $3, 

and party B believing himself to have made a profit of $2. This situation cannot arise if both parties have 

access to perfect information as to the true value of the underlying commodity, and the trade then does 

not take place. In this situation the number of transactions that will happen in this market will be greatly 

reduced because there is no information asymmetry to be exploited to make money.  

Another aspect that warrants close study is the relationship between asymmetric information and market 

efficiency. If a human agent A has smaller amount of information to make a decision than another human 

agent B, then the decision of human agent A is more rationally bounded than the decision of human agent 

B. If a market is full of agents with the same characteristics as those of agents A and B then such a market 

cannot be efficient because the decisions of significant players of the market are based on limited 

information. Therefore, asymmetric information even though they promote trading makes markets 

inefficient because they distort the markets. If human agents A and B are replaced by autonomous 

artificial intelligent agents A and B, then the information that each agent can be able to mine in the 

cyberspace will be similar especially if their capabilities are assumed to be the same. This then means the 

information that is at the disposal of artificially intelligent agents A and B are symmetrical. If a market is 

full of agents such as the artificially intelligent agents A and B then the market will have agents where 

information is more symmetrical and therefore it will be more rational. Moreover, these artificially 

intelligent agents will be able to analyze all the data at their disposal, estimate latent information and 

process all the information at their disposal than a human being. Thus the decisions of the artificially 

intelligent agents will be less rationally bounded than the decisions of the human agents. Therefore, the 
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deployment of artificial intelligent agents make information in the markets more symmetrical (or 

less asymmetrical) and this in turn makes the markets more efficient. 

8. Moral Hazard 

Another problem of asymmetric information, similar to adverse selection, is known in the insurance 

industry as moral hazard. Adverse selection occurs when your trading partners have less favourable 

characteristics than the population at large whereas moral hazard occurs when the actions taken by your 

trading partners are less favourable for us than the actions of the average member of the population. With 

moral hazard, as with adverse selection, the problem is that people on one side of the market know 

something that the people on the other side do not. Moral hazard is sometimes called the case of hidden 

action. With moral hazard, one side of the market is not able to observe the actions taken by the people 

they deal with. The attributes of a good or service depend on unobservable actions taken by one or more 

of the trading parties. Moral hazard refers to the risk that individuals, groups and businesses take when 

there is an incentive to avoid bad economic behaviour. For example, when homebuyers purchase homes 

without following strict lending requirements or without providing a down payment because of 

government subsidies, there is always a potential threat or risk that homebuyers will default on their loan. 

Some more examples of moral hazard: 

• Employment: A car mechanic  is hired by the hour to fix a car, and the owner of the car is 

concerned that the mechanic will take a lot of long tea breaks but claim that the problem was 

complicated 

• More generally: An employee has a contract of employment and is paid a fixed hourly or daily 

wage. The employer worries about the amount of effort or care the worker will exert since either 

gives the worker negative utility. 

• Team work: Two students working on a team project worry that the other team member will do 

very little work -  but that the team member will claim that s/he put in a lot of effort but that what 

they tried to do proved very difficult and time consuming because of problems finding relevant 

data  

• Borrowing: How careful an entrepreneur will be with the money loaned from a bank – the loan 

manager worries that the entrepreneur will gamble with the funds – take too many risks  

Incentives and moral hazard. In many circumstances, the attributes of a good or service depend on 

unobservable actions taken by one or more of the trading parties. We’ll explore the ways in which an 

uninformed party can provide a trading partner with incentives to take favourable actions. 

The culmination of this economic scrutiny is comprehensively presented in the interpretative essay of 

Akerlof's on the "The Market for 'Lemons'".  

Adverse selection and moral hazard are both examples of market failure situation due to hidden 

information from the buyer or seller in a market. In adverse selection, hidden information is usually 

present before an agreement is made; whereas, in moral hazard, hidden information is revealed after an 

agreement has been made. 

9. Application of Asymmetric Information: 

The attempt is made in the first article of this series trying to explore the impact of economics of 

asymmetric information on the decision making process in the two sectors vital to the macro-economics. 

They are the financial sector market and the capital sector market of the economy. Each article will 

address the content issues of the asymmetric theory and the practical application thereof on the particular 

aspect of these two markets. 

This section deals with the empirical evaluation of the concept as a potential issue in the field of equity 

market, especially how and when the overvaluation and the undervaluation is done by the firms during 

their stock and the debt issue. It also deals with the influence of asymmetric information prevailing in the 

credit market and it's implication on corporate financial management. 
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9.1 Impact on the Financial Market: 

Three results of the Asymmetric Information syndrome on the financial or more precisely the credit 

market are best reflected in the sourcing of external funds by the corporate. The transaction between the 

borrowers offers the best example/s to study their practical implications. 

Every firm has to inevitable take recourse to the external source of financing while preparing the mix of 

owners fund and the borrowed funds. The borrowed funds come with some conditions, to be complied by 

parties to these transactions. Both the parties to this financial transaction have to have exchange the 

relevant information between each other. Do, both the parties pass on the symmetric information is a 

moot question. It is proved by several examples in the domestic and the global finance symmetric 

information is theoretical and whereas the asymmetric information is a reality. 

The focus of the study is to find out the net results in the form of adverse selection, moral hazards & the 

monitoring cost.  Let us analyze them one by one. 

The borrowers voluntarily or per force take recourse to concealing of the information for making their 

case as a strong candidature for obtaining the external finance. In this, the efforts are done to hide 

uncomfortable economic information on the real risk involved in the project. It, therefore, reduces the 

ability of the lending institution to foresee the hazards inherent to the project. The feasibility and the 

viability of the proposed project are miscalculated due to the imperfect information received from the 

borrower. The imperfect decision made on the on the basis of imperfect information has a cascading 

effect on the financial market legitimately resulting in economic crisis. How many examples one needs to 

prove this fact, when we have ample cases at national and the global level both. 

The starting point of this economic downturn due to financial mess occurring on account of this less than 

perfect decision is the shifting of the priority in the utilization of the borrowed funds. The basic purpose 

of the borrowing funds remains hungry or gets starved for the adequate funds in order to get the 

predetermined rate of return on investment. This further increases the cost of the external finance 

and retention of owners’ earnings. At times this forces crossing of the safe limits of project viability. 

Subsequently, there is an unwarranted rise in the costing due to ever increasing cost component i.e. 

compounding of interest. The vicious cycle of diminishing the value of assets is sets in; further leading to 

the non-performing assets on one hand and the mounting bad debts on the other. It sets in the dead burden 

of bad financing at micro and macro levels. The problem gets compounded due to the monitoring cost 

involved in the salvaging the emerging financial crisis trading the path of downturn. 

The situation is not different in the case of the capital market too. The transactions at a stock 

market provide the classic example of Asymmetric information and the effects thereof. The beneficiaries, 

the underwriters and the project owners, parties to the transactions, wisely use this practice of imperfect 

information to their advantage at the time of stock-issue or while raising debts, through the chosen 

issuance of stocks or bonds. This offers good example to prove the proposition of signalling (Michael 

Spence) and the screening mechanism (Joseph Stiglitz). 

9.2 Impact on the Capital Market: 

Equity market works on the forward looking statements and published financial and other data made 

available by the company as public information. This forms the base information on which price of equity 

is determined. There are several tools available in public domain to accurately calculate the price of 

equity under the given scenario. In an ideal case of perfect symmetric information being available to all 

the parties in the market using the same tools, everybody will come at the same price for the equity. 

Assuming a rational investor expecting rational returns and evaluating the equity as an independent asset 

class, when everybody is at the same price for the equity, there isn’t a sufficient incentive for transaction 

of equity. However, in practicality there is never perfect symmetric information available about the 

equity. Parties with some additional information about the equity (which is concealed from others) will 

come up with a new estimate for price of equity, and hence there will be a trade of equity. Equity market 

functionality is thus based on assumption that there is asymmetric information in market and hence every 
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investor will have different views about price of equity. This is normal and expected behaviour because 

the parameters and variables defining the price of equity are huge and it is difficult for each individual to 

have same amount of perfect symmetric information. 

This gets ratified when we compare the rate of returns in developed and evolving markets. Daily 

fluctuations in equity prices in developed markets hardly cross 1% mark as the statutory requirements in 

these markets are stringent and also strictly enforced, reducing the information asymmetry to large extent. 

However in developing markets; because of the inbuilt flux of a developing economy information 

asymmetry is higher; and hence the getting a daily return of over 5% if very normal in these markets. So 

often or not do we get to hear the case of insider trading resulting into abnormal returns. This is a classical 

case of adverse selection resulting out of asymmetric information in equity markets. 

All the three economists through their warnings offer some clues to salvage the uncomfortable economic 

situation. Therefore, we at can invite the debate on this issue by presenting the case studies by the 

academicians and the professionals working in these volatile sectors of the economy. 

Conclusions  

This paper has proposed that the degree of asymmetry of information between two artificial intelligent 

agents is less than that between two human agents. As a result, it is also postulated that the more artificial 

intelligent there is in the market the less is the volume of trades in the market, and the overall efficiency 

of the market is likely to improve over time as the market becomes more saturated with intelligent trading 

and analysis agents.  
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8. 

ko 
 

MkW- ujksÙke 

lgk-izk/;kid 

¼laLd`r½ 

,e-,y-ch- “kk0 mRd`’V egkfo|ky; Xokfy;j 

 
dqekjlEHko egkdkO; esa Hkxoku f”ko uk;d ds in ij vklhu gSA os uk;d ds leLr lkfRod xq.kksa ls ;qDr gksrs gq, 

/khjksnkÙk vkSj fnO; izd`fr ds vuqdwy uk;d gSA buds lkfRod xq.k bl izdkj gS& “kksHkk] foykl] ek/kq;Z] xkEHkh;Z] /kS;Z] 

rst] ykfyR; vkSj vkSnk;Z ;saa lHkh xq.k viuh vfr”k;rk ds lkFk buesa fo|eku gSA  

 “kksHkk uked lkfRod xq.k fuEu m)j.kksa esa Li’V :Ik ls fn[kkbZ nsrk gS&  

Lk nf{k.kkik³~x fufo’V eqf’Va urkalekdqf¥~pr lO;ik 

nn”kZ pØhd`r pk:pkia izgrqZeH;q|rekRe;ksfue~A 
1 

ri% ijke”kZ foo`)eU;ksHkwZHk³~x nq’izs{;eq[kL;rL;A 

LQqjUuqnfpZ% lglk r`rh;k n{.k% d`”kkuq% fdy fu’;A
2
 

Øks/ka izHkks lagj lagjsfr ;kon fxj% jos e:rkaA 

Rkkor~l ofg~u HkZous=tUek HkLek·o”ks’ka enupdkjAA
3
 

Hkxoku f”ko us ns[kk fd dkenso viuh nkfguh vk¡[k ds dksus rd eqVBh dks [khaps gq,] fu”kkuk lk/kus ds fy, dU/ks dks 

rfud >qdk, gq, rFkk ck,sa iSj ds ?kqVus dks Vs<+k fd;s gq, /kuq’k dh Mksjh dks iwjh rjg [khap dj mUgha ij ck.k NksM+us 

ds fy, rS;kj gSaSA viuh riL;k esa fo?u iM+us ds dkj.k os vR;Ur Øq) gks mBs] mudh HkkSgsa Vs<+h gks mBhA ml le; 

muds eq[k dh vksj] ns[kuk dfBu gks x;k vkSj muds rhljs us= ls ,dk,d fpUxkfj;k¡ fo[ksjrh gqbZ vkx dh yiV 

fudy iM+hA gs izHkks Øks/k dks jksfd;s! nsorkvksa dh ;g iqdkj vHkh vkdk”k esa xw¡trh gh jg xbZ ¼“kadj ds dkuksa ds ikl 

igq¡p Hkh u ldh½ fd brus esaa gh “kadj th ds us= ls mRiUu ml vkx dh yiV us dkenso dks tykdj HkLe dj fn;kA  

 

n'k:iddkj vkpk;Z /ku¥~t; us “kksHkk uked lkfRod xq.k dk y{k.k fn;k gS& 

^^uhps ?k`.kkf/kds Li/kkZ “kksHkk;ka “kkS;Zn{krs^^A
4 

vFkkZr] bl xq.k esa uhp ds izfr ?k`.kk dh Hkkouk] vf/kd xq.kokys O;fDr ds izfr Li/kkZ rFkk “kwjrk ,oa n{krk fufgr jgrh 

gSaA Hkxoku f'ko vius Øks/k:ih vfXu ls dkenso dks HkLe dj nsrs gSa bl izdj.k ls Li’V gks tkrk gS fd buesa 

izfrLi/kkZ] “kwjrk ,oa n{krk fufgr FkhA Hkxoku f'ko esa /kS;Zuked lkfRod xq.k viuh ijkdk"Bk dks izkIr gksrk fn[kkbZ nsrk 

gSA  

lkfgR;niZ.kdkj us /kS;Z dk y{k.k bl izdkj fn;k gS&  

O;oLkk;knpyua /kS;Z fogus egR;fiAA
5 

ukV~;niZ.k ds vuqlkj /kS;Z xq.k dk y{k.k&  
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fo?us·R;pyua LFkS;Z izkjC/kkn”kqHkknfiA 
6 

   vFkkZr~ fo?uksa ds mifLFkr jgus ij Hkh vius drZO; ls fopfyr u gksuk gh /kS;Z gSA 

dqekjlEHko egkdkO; ds izFke ,oa r`rh; lxZ esa Hkxoku f'ko esa /kS;Z uked lkfRod xq.k viuh ijkd’Bk dks izkIr gksrk 

gS &  

izR;fFkZHkwrkefi rka lek/ks% “kqJw’kek.kka fxfj”kks·uqesusA 

fodkjgsrkS lfr fofØ;Urs ;s’kka u psrkafl r ,o /khjk%A 
7 

fgeky; us viuh iq=h ikoZrh dks Hkxoku f'ko dh vkjk/kuk djus dh vkKk iznku dj nh Fkh] Hkxoku f'ko fgeky; dh 

pksVh ij riL;kjr FksA vrho lqUnjh ikoZrh muds riL;k ds fy, fo?uLo:Ik Fkh fQj Hkh mUgksaus viuh lsok ds fy, 

Lohd`fr iznku dj nhA fpÙk esa fodkj mRiUu djus okys dkj.k ds mifLFkr gksus ij Hkh ftlds eu esa fodkj mRiUu 

ugha gksrkA os egkRek gksrs gSaA vr% f'koth egkRek FksA   

i;kZIriq’i LrcdLrukH;% LQqjRizokyks’B euksgjkH;%A 

yrko/kwH;Lrjoks·I;okiqfoZuez 'kk[kkHkqtcU/kukfuAA
8 

JqrkIljksxhfrjfi {k.ks·fLeu~ gj% izla[;kuijks cHkwoA 

vkRes'ojk.kka  u fg tkrq fo?uk% lekf/kHksn izHkoksa HkofUrAA
9 

olaUr _rq ds je.kh; }'; dks ns[kdj leLr izkf.ktxr~ dk ân; vkg~ykfnr gks mBrk gS ;gk¡ rd fd o`{kyrk,sa Hkh 

vkufUnr gksdj >weus yxrs gSA o`{k viuh >qdh gqbZ Mkfy;ksa dh Hkqtk,sa QSykdj dqlqe xqPNd :ih Lruksa rFkk fgyrs gq, 

iYyo:ih v/kjksa ls eu dks yqHkkus okyh yrk :ih dkfefu;ksa ls fyiVus yxrs gSa] vIljk,sa] u`R;&xhr izLrqr djus yxrh 

gSA vIljkvksa ds euksgj xhr Hkxoku f'ko dh riL;k dks Hk³~x ugh dj ikrs gSA os viuh lekf/k eSa fu'py Hkko ls 

yhu jgrs gSA ;gk¡ Hkxoku f'ko vfr'k; /khj uk;d ds :Ik esa fpf=r gq, gSA  

Hkxoku f'ko esaa izk;% lHkh lkfRod xq.k fo|eku gS& 

dEisu ew?uZ% “kri=;ksfuZ okpk gfja o`=g.ka fLersuA 

vkyksd ek=s.k lqjku'ks’kkUlEHkko;kekl&;Fkkiz/kkue~AA
10 

f'koth us lHkh nsorkvksas dk ;ksX;rkuqlkj vfHkUkUnu fd;kA izLrqr “yksd esa foykl ek/k;Z] ykfyR; rFkk lkSnk;Z dk laxe 

Li’V :Ik ls n`f’Vxkspj gksrk gSA  

  Hkxoku f'ko esa vykSfddrk ds n'kZu gksrs gS] mUgkssaus vius f=us= dh vfXu ls dkenso dks {k.kek= esa 

HkLehHkwr dj fn;kA ;g dk;Z dksbZ vykSfdd 'kfDr lEiUu O;fDr gh dj ldrk gS ykSfdd iq:’k esa bruh 'kfDr dgk¡ \ 

Hkxoku f'ko ds vUr% dj.k esa vius firjksa Js’Btuksa xq:tuksa ds izfr vknj&lRdkj dh Hkkouk dwV&dwV dj Hkjh Fkh& 

rn~xkSjokUe³~xye.Mu Jh% lk iLi`'ks dsoyeh'ojs.kA 

la ,o os’k% ifj.ksrqfj’Va HkkokUrja rL; foHkks% izisnsAA
11 

oSokfgd volj ij fookg ;ksX; oL=kHkw’k.k dks ekrk,sa tc f'ko dks /kkj.k djus fy, nsrh gS rc os ekrkvksa ds lEekukFkZ 

mu ek³~xfyd oLrqvksa dk Li'kZ ek= dj ysrs gSa A  

Hkxoku f'ko fnO; iq:’k gksus ds dkj.k foy{k.k 'kfDr lEiUu gSaA mUgksaus viuh fnO; “kfDr ls vykSfdd oL=kHkw’k.k dks 

/kkj.k fd;k] muds vyadkjksa dh vnqHkqr NVk n`f’Vxkspj gksrh gS& 

'kM+[kkUrj|ksfr foykspua ;nUrfuZfo’Vey fi³~xxrkje~A 
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lkfUu/;i{ks gfjrkye·;kLrnso tkra fryd fØ;k;k%AA 

;Fkkizns'ka Hkqtxs'ojk.kka dfjO;rkek Hkj.kkUrjRoe~A 

'kjhjek=a fod`fra izisns rFkSo rLFkq% Q.kjRu 'kksHkkAA 

fnokfi fu’B~;wrejhfpHkklk ckY;knuk fo’d`r yk¥~Nus 

pUnzs.k fuR;a izfrfHkUu ekSys'pwM+ke.ks% fda xzg.ka gjL;AA
12 

dqekjlEHko egkdkO; esa Hkxoku f'ko fnO; /khjksnkÙk uk;d ds :Ik esa fpf=r fd;s x;s gS] budk pfj=] fnO;rk dh 

dlkSVh ij [kjk mrjrk gSA fnO; iq:’k gksus dss dkj.k budk pfj= tUe&ej.k] lq[k&nq][k] ;'k&vi;'k] iki&iq.; 

la;ksx&fo;ksx R;kfn ykSfdd fopkjksa ls iw.kZ :is.k eqDr thou esa HkkSfrd inkFkksZa ds fy, dksbZ LFkku ugha gS ;gk¡ rd fd 

vius fookg esa Hkh mUgksaus ykSfdd je.kh; oL=kHkw’k.kksa dk ifjR;kx dj vius LokHkkfod os'k&Hkw’kk esa fo|eku jgsaA  

dkO;'kkfL=;ksa }kjk crk;s x;s /khjksnkÙk uk;d ds leLr y{k.k buessa ?kfVr gksrs gSa& 

lkfgR; niZ.kdkj vkpk;Z fo'oukFk ds vuqlkj /khjksnkÙk uk;d ds y{k.k& 

vfodRFku% {kekokufrxEHkhjks egklRo%A 

LFks;kfUuxw<ekuks /khjksnkÙkks n`<+ozr% dfFkr%AA
13 
 

n'k:iddkj vkpk;Z /ku¥~t; ds vuqlkj& 

egklRoks·frxEHkhj% {kekoku fodRFku%A 

fLFkjks fuxw<kgadkjks /khjksnkÙkks n<̀+ozr%AA
14 

vFkkZr~ /khjksnkÙk uk;d viuh iz'kalk u djus okyk] lgu'khy] vR;Ur xEHkhj egklRo vFkkZr g’kZ 'kksd vkfn esa Hkh tks 

fLFkj jgsa] uezrk ls xoZ dks fNikus okyk] vx~Mhd`r fo’k; dk fuokZg djus esa n`< izfrK gksuk pkfg,A  

dqekjlEHko ds i¥~pe lxZ esa czkã.k cVq ds }kjk Hkxoku f'ko dh fuUnk fd, tkus ij] ml fuUnk dk izfrdkj djrs gq, 

ekrk ikoZrh Hkxoku f'ko ds mRd`’V xwq.kksa dh eqDr daB ls iz'kalk djrh gSA iz'kalkiw.kZ opuksa esa Hkxoku f'ko dk 

uk;dRo] Li’V :Ik ls n`f’Vxkspj gksrk gSA 

foiRizrhdkjijs.k e³~xya fu’ksR;rs Hkwfr leqRlqdsu okA 

txPNj.;L; fujkf'k’k% lr% fdesfHkjk'kksigrkReo`fRrfHk%AA
15 

vFkkZr~ ,s'o;Z izkfIr ds fy, rRij yksx gh ek³~x+fyd oLrqvksa dh bPNk djrs gSa Hkxoku f'ko rks leLr izkf.k&txr ds 

vk/kkj gSa muds thou esa okluk ls nwf’kr ekaxfyd inkFkksZa dh dksbZ vko'drk ugha gSA  

vfd¥~pu% lu~izHko% lEinka f=yksdukFk% fir`l|xkspj%A 

l Hkhe:i% f'ko bR;qnh;Zrs u lfUr ;kFkkF;Zfon fiukfdu% AA
16 

os Lo;a nfjnz gksrs gq, Hkh leLr lEifÙk;ksa ds tUenkrk gSa] 'ke'kku&Hkwfe esa fuokl djrs gq, Hkh rhuksa yksdkssa ds Lokeh 

gSa] Hk;adj :Ik okys gksus ij Hkh f'ko ¼dY;k.kdkjh½ 'kCn ls iqdkjs tkrs gS] muds ;FkkFkZ Lo:Ik dks tkuus okyk bl 

lalkj esa dksbZ ugha gSA  

lIrf’kZ;ksa us Hkh Hkxoku f'ko dh mnkjrk dk cM+k gh lqUnj fp=.k fd;k gS& 

RoRlEHkkforekReua cgq eU;kegs o;e~A 

izk;% izR;;ek/kÙks Loxq.ks’kwÙkeknj% AA
17 
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vr% fu’d’kZ :Ik esa dgk tk ldrk gS fd Hkxoku f'ko esa /khjksnkÙr ,oa fnO; izd`fr ds uk;d ds :Ik essa 'kksHkk] ek/kq;Z] 

xkEHkh;Z] /kS;Z] rst] ykfyr vkfn lHkh xq.k fo|eku gSA  

lUnHkZ lwph& 

1- dqekjlEHkoe~ & 3@70  

2- dqekjlEHkoe~ & 3@71  

3- dqekjlEHkoe~ & 3@72  

4- n'k:id 

5- lkfgR;niZ.k & 3@53 

6- ukV~;niZ.k & 4@11 

7- dqekjlEHkoe~ & 1@59 

8- dqekjlEHkoe~ & 3@39 

9- dqekjlEHkoe~ & 3@40 

10- dqekjlEHkoe~ & 7@46  
11- dqekjlEHkoe~ & 3@31 
12- dqekjlEHkoe~ & 7@33&35  
13- dqekjlEHkoe~ & 3@32 
14- n'k:id & 2@4 
15- dqekjlEHkoe~ & 5@76  
16- dqekjlEHkoe~ & 5@77 
17- dqekjlEHkoe~ & 6@20  

 

  ❑❑❑ 
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9. 

fgUnh ukVdkas esa lkekftd psruk 
 

MkW-yko.ks fot; HkkLdj 

“kks/kfunsZ”kd 

egkRek xka/kh egkfo|ky;]vgeniwj 

r-vgeniwj ft-ykrwj egkjk’Vz 

vijaylavane@rediffmail.com 
 

 fgUnh lkfgR; esa dgkuh]dfork]miU;kl],slh dbZ fo/kk,Wa gS ij ukVd ,slh fo/kk gS ftlds }kjk fl/kk lektij 

izHkko iMrk gSA lekt esa c<jgh nwjh;k ds dkj.k vkneh ,d nwljs ls nwj tk jgS gaSA bls jksdus dk dke fgUnh ukVdksa 

us fd;k gS vkSj ns”k esa uotkxj.k dk dke Hkh fgUnh ukVdksa us gh fd;k gSA D;ksafd “ukVddjk vius ukVd esa lekt 

ds fofHkUu Lo#iksa] ifjfLFkfr;ksa] leL;kvksa] laHkkoukvksa] fdz;k &izfrfdz;kvksa dks gh fofHkUu ek/;e ls mifLFkr djus dk 

iz;kl djrk gaS”A1 lkFk gh bu ukVdksa esa rRdkfyu orZeku ifjfLFkfr] lekt lq/kkj dh Hkkouk] ukjh leL;k vkfn fo’k;ksa 

dks Hkh egRo fn;k x;k gSA ftl esa t;”kadj izlkn ds vktkr”k=q] ,d ?kwWV] dkeuk] pUnzxqIr] tuest; dk ukx;K] 

/kzqoLokfeuh] jkT;Jh] lTtu] LdUnxqIr vkSj fo”kk[kk “ukVd esa rks lkekftd voufr dk o.kZu fd;k gSA” 2 eksgu 

jkds”k ds vk/ks v/kqjs] vk’kk< dk ,d fnu] iSj rys tehu vkSj ygjksa dk jktgal vkfnA vtxj otkgr dk ftl ykgkSj 

ubZ ns[;k vks tE;kb ub vkSj ohjxfr] foHkqdqekj dk gokvksa dks fonzksg vkSj losZ”oj n;ky lDlsuk dk yMkbZ vkSj vc 

xfjch gVkvksa] dqlqe dqekj dk lwuksa “ksQkyh bu lHkh ukVdks esa lkekftd psruk dk Loj mHkjdj lkeus vkrk gSA 

yMkbZ %& losZ”oj n;ky ds ^yMkbZ^ ukVd dk eq[; ik= lR;ozr lR; dh vkokt dks c<kuk pkgrk gS ij gj txg 

Hkz’Vzpkj] /kks[kk fn[kkbZ nsrk gSA lR;ozr ns[krk gS fd ,d vkneh us daMDVj dks iSls fn;s ij fcuk fVfdV fy;s mrj 

x;k rc lR;rozr daMDVj ls iqNrk gSA rqeus fVdV ugha fn;k rc ;g >xMk balisDVj rd tkrk gS] rc cl ds ;k=h 

cksyrs gS fd frdhV fn;k FkkA balisDVj lR;ozr dks gh MkVrk gS vkSj dgrk gS vkids ikl dksbZ lcwr gSA rc lR;ozr 

“kkar cSBrk gSA dMDVj dgrk gS “kfjQ dh rjg jgks rc lR;ozr dgrk gS “;kuh xyr dke ns[kw] pqi jgWw vkSj ;fn 

cksyus dks dgk tk, rks >wB cksyw”3 bl oDrO; ls /;ku esa vkrk gS fd lekt esa dqN yksx gS tks lR; dks mtkxj 

djuk pkgrs gS] ij lekt esa ,sls Hkh yksx gksrs gS tks NwB dks lgkjk nsdj lR; dks nck nsrs gS] ;g Hkh ,d lkekftd 

leL;k gS] lR; dks dksbZ lgkjk ugha nsrkA 

 lR;ozr tc jk”ku n¶rj tkrk gS rc ml dh ckr dksbZ Hkh lwurk ugh arc lR;ozr lkgc dks lp crkuk 

pkgrs gS ij lgkc u lwudj dgrk gS f”kdk;r isVh esa f”kdk;r Mky fnft,] rc lR;ozr dgrk gSA f”kdk;r isVh esa gj 

pht nQukus ds fy, yk”k esa cny tkrh gS ij eSa ,slk ugha gksus nwWaxkA blls lkekftd cks/k feyrk gS fd dksbZ vQlj 

gekjh vkokt nckuk pkgrk gS rks mls lR;ozr tSlk fojks/k djuk pkfg, ;g lkekftd lans”k *yMkbZ* ukVd }kjk feyrk 

gSA 

 yMkbZ ukVd esa ljdkjh vLirky esa gksus okys Hkz’Vkpkj esa xjhcksa dks nok ugha ehyrh og rMidj ejrk gS 

ij e=h ds fj”rsnkj dks mfpr nok eq¶r esa fn;h tkrh gSA iqfyl O;oLFkk ij Hkh lR;ozr loky mBkrk gSA xyr jkgij 

pyus okys ;qok dks Hkh bl ukVd essa fn[kkdj ys[kdus ;qodksa dks lq/kkjus dk lans”k fn;k gSA Hkz’Vkpkjh yksx dkyk /ku 

tek djrs gS vkSj nku /keZ ds uke ij fHkdkjh;ksa dks Hkhd nsrs gSA bu lcdk tc lR;ozr fojks/k djrk gS rks lkjs 

feydj gh lR;ozr dks ikxy cukdj NksM nsrs gSA yMkbZ ukVd esa lR; vkSj lkekftd iz”uksa ds f[kykQ vkokt mBkus 

ds ifj.kkeksa dks ukVddkj us lR;ozr ds ek/;els fn[kkus dk iz;kl fd;k gSA 

mailto:vijaylavane@rediffmail.com
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thl ykgkSj ub ns[;k vks tE;kb ub %& 

 vlxj otkgr us *thl ykgkSj ub ns[;k vks tE;kb ub* bl ukVd esa Hkkjr ikfdLrku foHkktu ds ckn 

ykgkSj esa ,d cq<h fgUnw vkSjr jru tkSgjh dh ekWa jgrh gS rc mls fdu&fdu lkekftd leL;kvksa dks lguk iMrk gS 

bldk fp=.k bl ukVd esa gSA vktknh ds mijkar ykgkSj esa eqfLye leqnk; ds dqN yksx cq<h vkSjr dks ekjuk pkgrs gSA 

ij ;g ckr Hkh ljkguh; gS fd eqLyhe lekt ds dbZ yksx Hkh ml cq<h vkSjr dk lgkjk curs gSA 

 ukVd dk ik= fldanj fetkZ dks tc jru tkSgjh dh gosyh jgus ds fy, nh tkfr gS rc dqN gh fnuksa esa gh 

,d gh gosyh esa jru dh ekWa vkSj fldanj fetkZ ?kwy feydj jgrs gSA ij bl ckr ij dqN yksxksa dks cqjk yxrk gSA 

jru dh ekWa dks [kRe djus dh ;kstuk cukbZ tkfr gSA ij fldanj fetkZ jru dh ekWa dks ges”kk lwj{kk iznku djrsa gSA 

ifj.kke Lo#i dqN cqjs yksx fldanj fetkZ dks /kedkrs gSA ij fetkZ vk[kjh lkl rd jru dh ekWa dk lkFk nsrs gSA ;g 

Hkh orZeku esa cMk lkekftd lans”k ukVd  dkjus fn;k gS fd iwjs ykgkSj esa ,d vdsyh cph fgUnw vkSjr dks fladnj 

fetkZ vkSj mldk ifjokj fdlrjgls lkFk nsrk gSA 

 bl ukVd esa eqfLye yhxh usrk tks igyoku dgykrk gSA og ges”kk jru dh ekWa dks ekjuk pkgrk gS ij 

fldanj fetkZ vkSj gehn gqlSu ukflj dkteh] vyheuqíhu] vkSj ekSyoh bdjkeuqíhu ges”kk jru dh ekW dks lgkjk nsdj 

lwj{kk iznku djrs gSA jru dh ekW Hkh lqcgls iqjs eqgYys esa vdhy lkgc ds ?kj esa dqN dke djrh gS] uQhl dks 

vLirky ys tkrh gS] vkQrkc ds yMdksa dks nok nsrh gSA “kkedks ldhuk ds ;gk vpkj Mkyus tkfr gSA bl dkj.k lc 

dh tqckij dh ekWa jru ds fy,ekbZ “kCn fudyrk gSA jru dh ekW dks iqjs eksgYys esa eku lEeku gksus yxrk gS og cq<h 

gksdj Hkh ges”kk nwljks dh lgk;rk djus ds fy, rS;kj jgrh gS ;g Hkh lkekftd lans”k bl ukVd }kjk feyrk gSA 

 ,d fnu jru dh ekWa fetkZ ls iqNrh gS eSa fnokyh eukuk pkgrh gq rc fetkZ dgrk gS iqNus dh t#jr gh 

ugha vkSj tc jru dh ekWa gosyh esa fn;s tykrh gS] iqtk djrh gS vkSj cMs vkuUn ds lkFk fetkZ dk iwjk ifjokj 

fnokyh eukrk gSA rc fetkZ dh yMdh viuh ekWa ls iz”u djrh gSA **vEEkkWa] vxj ge yksx vkSj ekbZ ,d gh ?kj esa jg 

ldrs gS rks fgnqLrku esa fgUnw vkSj eqlyeku D;ksa ugha jg ldrs FksA**4 bl iz”ukFkZd okD; ls ukVdkjus le>kuk pkgrs 

gS fd cVokjk gqvk ij dqN iz”u ds mRrj ugha fey lds gSA 

 jru dh ekWa ds e`R;q mijkar ,d iz”u [kMk gksrk gS fd vfUre laLdkj dSls djs rc ekSyoh iz”u dks lwy>krs 

gS vkSj dgrs gS fd cq<h;k fgUnw Fkh rc fgUnw jhfr&fjokt ls vfUre laLdkj jkoh unh ds fdukjs gks] igyoku fojks/k 

djrk gS cMh cgl gksrh gSA vkf[kj ekSyoh ds dgus ds vuqlkj ekbZ dk fgUnw jhfr&fjokt ds vuqlkj vfUre laLdkj 

gksrk gSA ukVd dkjus *ftl ykgkSj ub ns[;k vkS tE;kb ub* bl ukVd }kjk HkkbZ pkjs dk lekftd lans”k fn;k gSA 

vkt tks tkfr /keZ ds ukeij tks lkekftd iz”u mBrs gS muds lkjs mRrj bl ukVd esa feyrs gSA 

 fgUnh lkfgR; esa ukVd fo/kk }kjk ukVd ys[kdksauks lkekftd psruk dks mtkxj djusdk egku dk;Z fd;k gSA 

loZ”oj n;ky lDlsukus *yMkbZ* ukVd esa fn[kk;k gS fd lR;ozr uke dk vkneh lkekftd leL;k dks lwy>kkus ds fy, 

daMDVj] jk”ku n¶rj] Ldwy] i=dkj] vLirky] iqfyl vkSj lkekftd O;oLFkk dks cnuke djus okys iwthoknh fdlrjg 

dkyk /kku tek djds nku /keZ ds ukeij fHk[k nsus dk cgkuk djrs gSA vkSj bu lkjh ifjfLFkfr dk ,d vdsyk vkneh 

fojks/k djrk gS] rks Lkkjs feydj mls ikxy cksydj O;oLFkkls gha cgkj djus dk iz;kl djrs gS vkt lekt esa ;gh gks 

jgk gSA tks vkneh lkekftd leL;k dks mtkxj djuk pkgrk gS vls Hkz’V O;oLFkk >wBs bYtke esa Qlkdj cnuke 

djrh gS vkSj vklkfuls larozr dh rjg jkLrs ls cgkj dj nsrh gSA 

 *ftl ykgkSj ub ns[;k vks tE;kb ub* bl ukVd esa vtxj otkgr us fn[kk;k gS fd vktkfn ds mijkar 

foHkktu gqvk ij foHkktu ds ckn ykgkSj esa cph vdsyh fgUnw cq<h vkSjr jru dh ekWa dk nw”eu igyoku Fkk ij jru 

dh ekWa ds I;kj]eerk Hkjs crkZo ls lkjs eksgYys dk fny ftr fy;k FkkA fldanj fetkZ] ukflj dkteh gehn gqlsu] 

vyheuqnnhu ekSyoh bdjeUkqíhu us rks jru dh ekWa dks iwjh lwj{kk iznku dh] lkjs yksx jru dh ekWa dks viuh ekW ds 

leku crkZo djus yxrs gSA bu ckrksa dk fp=.k djds ukVd dkjus lekt dks ,d lqanj lans”k fn;k gS fd tkfr] /keZ ls 
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c<dj ekuork vkSj HkkbZ pkjsdk fj”rk cMk gksrk gSA lekt esa cqjs yksx gksrs gS ij vPNk crkZo djus okys yksxksa dh 

deh ugha gSA 

 bu ukVdksa esa ukVd dkjksaus lkekftd leL;k tks vkt c< jgh gS mls ysdj gh lkjk fp=.k fd;k gS] pkjkas 

rjQ lR; dks nck;k tkrk gS ij lR;ozr tSlk vkneh fuekZ.k gksrk gS vkSj vU;k;] Hkz’Vkpkj ds f[kykQ vkokt cqyan 

djrk gS rc mldh vkokt nck;h tkgh gS vkSj ukVddkj ;gh lkekftd lans”k nsrs gS fd lR;ozr tSls yksxksa dk lkFk 

lkjs yksxksa us nsuk pkfg, ekSyoh vkSj fetkZ tSls yksxksa dh vkt bl nwfu;k esas t#jr gS D;ksafd jru dh ekWa ykgkSj esa 

,dsyh fgUnw gksdj Hkh cM vkjke ls jg jgh FkhA ij jrudh ekWa dk nq”eu igyoku Fkk ghA ij og jru dh ekW dk 

dqN ugha dj ldk D;ksafd lkjs yksx izse vkSj HkkbZpkjs ls jguk ilan djrs FksA ;gh lkekftd lans”k Hkh ukVd dkj nsuk 

pkgrk gS dh /keZ] tkfr ls mij ekuokrk /keZ gS vkSj bls voukus ls pkjksa rjQ veu “kkUrh cuh jgrh gSA 

lanHkZ %& 

1½ MkW-dfiyk iVsy@ledkyhu fgUnh ukVdksa esa lkekftd psruk@e;wj izdk”ku@izFke laLdj.k 2008@ i`’B &33 

2½ MkW-bUnqerh flag@jk’Vzh; uotkxj.k vkSj izlkn ds ukVd@lkfgR; fuy;@izFke laLdj.k 2001@i`’B&51 

3½ losZ”oj n;ky lDlsuk@yMkbZ@ ok.kh izdk”ku@izFke laLdj.k 1996@i`’B&22 

4½ vlxj otkgr@ ftl ykgkSj ub ns[;k vks tE;kb ub@ok.kh izdk”ku@izFke laLdj.k 2006@ i`’B&54 
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10. 

Gender and Society in Shakespeare’s Tragedies 

Ila Pandey, 

Research scholar, 

Department of English and Modern European Languages, 

Univerity of Allahabad, 

Prayagraj. 

 

         Before reading gender and society in Shakespeare’s time, it is important to understand the feminist 

perspective of Shakespeare’s tragic heroes. The Feminist perspective on Shakespeare’ Tragic Heroes, 

analysis mainly covers- 

• Behavior of men i.e. attitude of the protagonist towards the women. 

• Female protagonist or supportive characters of the play. 

• Paradox of masculinity in Shakespeare’s Tragic Heroes 

             The ideology believes that men have far superior status in terms of    both physiology and religion 

as well as empowered through the law and education. The hierarchal order of Shakespeare’s time set up 

the father as the head of the family, comparable to the ruler of the realm, a comparison made explicit in 

the writing and speeches of King James I. In the Scriptures kings are called the gods, and so their power 

after a certain relation compared to the divine power. Kings are also compared to fathers of families, foe a 

king is truly parens patriae, the politic father of the people. And lastly, kings are compared to the head of 

this microcosm of the body of man.(James I) 

            The father in the early Modern period enjoyed considerable power vis-à-vis his wife and children. 

As Theseus says Hermia in A Midsummer Night’s Dream about her father Egeus, 

To you your father should be as a god 

One that composed your beauties, yea, and one 

To whom you are but as a form in wax, 

By him imprinted, and within his power 

To  leave the figure or disfigure it. 

A Mid Summer Night’s Dream               (Act I, Scene I, Lines 47-51) 

              This passage reinforces the concept of the father as all-powerful and 

  demonstrates the weight attached to his position, especially with regard to 

   daughters. Indeed the father’s power is seen in the passage wherein Egeus asks that Hermia be killed if 

she refuses to accept his choice of a bridegroom for her, andclaims that this is provided for “according to 

our law” (Act I, Scene i Lines 44). 

The authority of the father which can be seen in this instance is also made clear viaLear’s treatment of 

Cordelia’s suitors in King Lear, and in plays as diverse as TheTaming Of The Shrew, Romeo and Juliet 

and Henry V, in each of which the decision for a daughter’s marriage and the choice of bridegroom is 

based upon thefather’s will, even when in opposition to the daughter’s.Indeed the anxieties about 

manhood that are seen across Shakespeare’sdramas (whether early or late, in the tragedies or comedies), 

play upon thisnormative ideal that was set up, but that so few measured up to. Thus whether it is Iago 

questioning Othello’s manhood in, 
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“O grace, O heaven forgive me!/ Are you a man? Have you a soul or 

sense?”   (Act III, Scene iii, Lines 378-79), 

or Leontes deriding Antigonus on his inability to control his wife, Paulina, in 

Winter’s Tale: 

Leontes. How! 

Away with that audacious lady! Antigonus, 

I charged thee that she should not come about me: 

I knew she would. 

Antigonus. I told her so, my lord, 

On your displeasure’s peril and on mine, 

She should not visit you. 

Leontes. What, canst not rule her? 

Winter’s Tale (Act II, Scene iii, Lines 41-46) 

                          There are merely two examples of a host of characters across the plays, who are 

endorsing certain views regarding manhood even as they also mock it, evidence its slippery nature and 

constantly hold up the ideal to the real. Patriarchal gendered prerogatives were available only to those 

who, ideally, were of a certain age (past their youth and into the prime of their life), married and belonged 

to the landed classes, or were substantially well off tradesmen. In Shakespeare’s work these are usually 

fathers of grown up daughters, ruling their households, their wives and daughters, brooking no defiance 

and unable to comprehend it when their authority is flouted, Thus even as Shakespeare shows us the 

functioning of patriarchy within the family he also attests to its unstable nature, in several of the plays in 

which he shows us father and daughters. It is also important to note that even as daughters come into 

conflict with their fathers (over their choice of a lover/husband, usually: it is only Cordelia in King Lear 

who challenges his patriarchal authority over an issue not related to the choice of a life partner) their 

mothers are customarily either missing, silent or supportive of their husbands rather than their daughters. 

Thus their will was of little or no concern, in the choice of marriage partners. An extreme example of his 

is seen in The Merchant of Venice where Portia cannot chose her own husband, even after her father’s 

demise, but is constrained by her father’s will (pun intended) which declares that whosoever picks the 

correct casket will be her husband .Authority within the family was given to the man, the head of the 

household, who commanded all and, secondarily, to his wife who commanded the children and the 

servants. This chain of command is seen particularly in a play such as Romeo and Juliet, where Juliet’s 

mother washes her hands off her daughter’s concerns even as Juliet pleads against the marriage that has 

been arranged for herby her father: 

“Talk not to me, for I’ll not speak a word: 

Do as thou wilt, for I have done with thee.” 

Romeo Juliet (Act III, Scene v, Line202-03) 

                    Therefore it can be said that women, having been rendered weaker than men and more 

unstable by the working of science, religion and classical learning, were mostly seen in ways that 

disadvantaged them, creating stereotypes that were born out off , and fed into, these discourses. Within 

the family these ways of imagining women affected marital relationships, the education and the marriage 

of daughters, and also the lives of women after the death of their spouses. Patriarchy also worked in 

tandem with the concept of male primogeniture to the advancement of the first born son, while younger 

sons were often to fend for themselves. The family structure that was operative in Shakespeare’s time, 

especially in aristocratic circles, involved daughters who were often used to advance the position of their 

families at court. Other aspects of the contemporary discourse led to women being stereotype as 

lascivious and sexually intemperate. Thus women’s monstrous, bestial appetites were almost a given; and 

in plays from Titus  Andronicus through Hamlet to Cymbeline, Shakespeare builds upon this stereotype  

of woman as lustful. Marriage was seen as essential during this period “for as much as matrimony serveth 

a well to avoid sin and offense as to increase the kingdom of God” as it was stated in the “Homily on the 
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State of Matrimony.” And it was clear as to who was to obey and who was tto control and command 

between husband and wife. 

                      While the marriages of the Macbeths and Regan and Cornwall in Macbeth and King Lear 

might be seen as evil in their consequences, they are however exemplars of the companionate marriage: 

the spouses being well-matched, conversant with each other’s characters and willing to help the partner to 

further his or her desires. If these are companionate marriages that bring out the worst in the spouses, the 

many marriages in the mature comedies give us the observes: characters such as Orlando and Rosalind in 

As You Like It, Beatrice and Benedick in Much Ado About Nothing and Viola and Orsino in Twelfth 

Night evidence the shift in modes of marriage: they grow into love together, even as they also develop a 

knowledge and understanding of the other which then leads to appreciation and deep-seated affection. 

During Shakespeare’s time, while boys received some schooling, most girls were given a minimal 

education, if at all and this at home, via private tutors. Again based on class, what we can say is that in 

aristocratic families’ boys and men were    given a comprehensive education while girls might be tutored 

privately at home. 

              The construction of men as superior to women in the physical, mental and moral realms made it 

possible for men to have a wider range of options and possibilities with regard to occupations and 

pursuits. While the nobility was always already endowed with a wider range of possibilities with regard to 

what they could do, 

            Shakespeare’s age was also an age of social mobility, a period when it was possible to advance in 

society, to leave behind the limited social spheres which had constrained men in federal times and 

improve their social and economic standing. The theatre was one more of those avenues which in this age 

made it possible for men to transcend the circumstances of their birth and fortune, as evidenced by these 

examples. But the theatre also dramatized this possibility by showcasing men who tried to improve their 

lot in the world, often to end in failure. 

            Among the best known examples are Bosola and Antonio from The Duchess of Malfi but 

Shakespeare’s own plays included characters such as Bushy and Bagot in Richard II, who were trying to 

improve their status via their friendship with the King, and Rosencrantz and Guildenstern in Hamlet. 

However, these are still examples of countries who hope to win favor from the rulers, a traditional mode 

of prospering. More contemporary is the depiction of sailors who hope to make their fortunes by bringing 

back strange and exotic beings as depicted in Shakespeare’s Tempest where Stephano and Trinculo, on 

first seeing Caliban, think of putting him on display back in England as, “there would this monster make a 

man; Any strange beast there makes a man:” (Act II, Scene ii, Lines 28-29). Another less felicitous 

example of someone who seeks social mobility but is denied it is Iago in Othello who, when deprived of 

promotion vows vengeance, “I follow him to serve my turn upon him,” and eventually destroys Othello 

(Act I, Scene I, Line 42). The disaffected and the unhappy, often called the “malcontent” during this 

period, was a stock character in the drama of this period as his attempts to climb the social ladder were 

thwarted and he was mocked by those above him. While social mobility for men was possible via many 

avenues, at least in theory, for women the roles that society provided were still limited to those associated 

with the family. Given that women could not inherit property, could not own businesses and that there 

were limited to either familial roles, helping out family business or working as domestic or farm laborers. 

In addition, on a daily basis they battled the biases which were inbuilt into the patriarchal model of 

society within which they lived. While men had, as per Shakespeare in As You Like It, seven ages 

through which they lived, most women had just three: daughter, husband and sometimes, the grownup 

son, in case of the demise of the husband. While their lives were thus restricted and limited by the 

structures within which they lived, many women found themselves empowered via early widowhood, 

especially if there is no children or if the sons were young. But widowed women battled against other 

restrictions: stereotyped as lustful and unable to live without male support, widows were seen as 

susceptible to the blandishments and advances of men on the make. Indeed, even as women had limited 
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roles within which they functioned, the stereotypes that circulated in Shakespeare’s time about them 

dominated society’s perception of women. Thus women could be either virginal and pure, quiet, meek 

and submissive as the Virgin Mary, mother of Jesus (Miranda in Tempest) or they could be shrews, scolds 

and nags, uncontrollable, resistant to their man folk (Paulina in The Winter’s Tale), or lustful and 

uncontrolled in their appetite (Gertrude in Hamlet or the two elder sisters in King Lear), etc. Seen in 

limited ways, these perceptions then shaped and enclosed women’s roles and lives. This is not to say that 

there were no strong positive women figures during this period: Queen Elizabeth was the best example of 

such a woman. But then these strong individualistic women were seen a possessing the male virtues of 

assertiveness, courage and self—respect, and this aligned them with masculine virtue even as it negated 

the traditional shortcomings of the feminine. The “virago,” a term used positively (and not just with the 

now-well- known negative connotation) during this period, was as important a stereotype a the “virgo,” 

the Virgin: the woman who contained within herself all the positive attributes of Mary, caring and taking 

care of her family, particularly the men folk. 

                Interestingly, in King Lear, Cordelia is seen to possess the positive attributes of both virgo and 

virago, even as Goneril and Regan are seen as the negative stereotypical virago figures. All picture shows 

that society was belong to patriarchy society and man dominating. With these characteristics, behavior of 

Shakespeare’s Tragic Heroes towards women are analyzed individually- 

Gender and society in Hamlet 

The play Hamlet moves around Hamlet, his mother Gertrude and Ophelia. 

Their behavior towards each other can be shown through following points. 

Hamlet’s soliloquy expresses both his and Shakespeare’s thought about the 

women when the words put- 

“Frailty, thy name is woman” 

(Act I, Scene ii, Lines 146) 

into Hamlet’s mouth in of the play. He was saying something that was accepted as the norm in his time 

and in his world: women were frail, not just in terms of their orals (as Hamlet says here) but frail vis-à-vis 

their physical, emotional and Intellectual attributes. On the other hand, these very discourses worked to 

further endorse and validate Hamlet’s contention regarding man (and it is not the inclusive noun here very 

specifically the masculine): 

What a piece of work in a man! How noble in reason, 

how infinite in faculty, in form and moving how 

Express and admirable, in action how like an angel, 

in apprehension how like a god! The beauty of the 

world, the paragon of animals!   (Act (II, Scene ii, Lines 293-97) 

               It was not yet the prerogative of the young to choose their own partners:father played a 

significant role in determining the marriage of their children and this was so even for young men, though, 

of course, more so for young women. Thus in play after play, it can be seen that Shakespearean fathers 

trying to determine who their daughters will wed. And in the case of men, Laertes advising Ophelia to 

steer clear of Hamlet in the Hamlet play- 

Perhaps he loves you now,                                                                                                         

And now no soil nor cautel doth besmirch                                                                        

The virtue of his will; but you must fear,                                                                                           

His greatness weighed, his will is not his own,                                                                                 

For he himself is subject to hi s birth:                                                                              

He may not, as unvalued persons do,                                                                                    

Carve for himself, for on his choice depands                                                                         

The sanity and health of the whole state;                                                                              
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And therefore must his choice be circumscribed                                                                    

Upto the voice and yielding of that body                                                                            

Whereof he is the head.                                          (Act (I, Scene iii, Lines 14-24) 

               Therefore, it can be said that Gertrude, just one of the two leading female roles, is portrayed as a 

weak minded woman ensnared in the shadow of male dominance; and an object of lust often maligned for 

her sexual relationship with Claudius. Shakespeare emphasizes this through the hasty marriage of 

Gertrude and Claudius, Gertrude's dependency on men, as well as her compassion as a mother, and the 

very limited role of Gertrude. Marriage was the only long term option for women. 

"Ay, that incestuous, that adulterate beast,/With witchcraft of his wit, with 

traitorous gifts—/O wicked wit and gifts, that have the power/So to 

seduce!—won to his shameful lust/The will of my most seeming-virtuous 

queen"   (Act I, Scene v, Lines 43-47). 

                 Bloom gives fuel to the feminist claim of sexism when he observes that Queen Gertrude, 

recently the recipient of several Feminist defenses, requires no apologies. She is evidently a woman of 

exuberant sexuality, who inspired luxurious passion first in King Hamlet. Gertrude has drunk from the 

poisoned cup which was meant for Hamlet. However, Hamlet rejects Ophelia while simultaneously 

insulting her by saying Hamlet's soliloquy after being questioned by the King and his mother about his 

long standing grief. Hamlet loves Ophelia deeply and sincerely. He has made love to her in honorable 

fashion, And hath giving countenance to his speech, my lord, with almost all the holy vows of heaven. 

(Act (I, Scene iii, Lines 113-114) His words in the graveyard sceneI loved Ophelia: forty thousand 

brothers Could not, with all their quantity of love, Make up my sum. What wilt thou do for her? (Act (V, 

Scene i, Lines 259-261) may be an exaggeration, but it is an exaggeration of a vital truth. He further says- 

Swounds show me what thou ‘it do: Won’t weep? Won’t fight? Won’t fast? Won’t tear thyself? Won’t 

drink up easel? Eat a crocodile? I’ll do’t. Dost thou come hero to whine? To  outface me with leaping I 

her grave? Be buried quick with her and so will I: And, if thou parte of mountains, let them throw 

Millions of acres on us, till our ground, Singing his pate against the burning zone, Make Ossa like a wart! 

Nay, an thou ‘It Mouth’ I’ll rant as well as thou. (Act V, Scene i, Lines 265-275) After marriage her 

mother to his uncle, Hamlet dislike and hate his mother due to this shameful task. But in the state of 

disappointed and disillusioned with his mother’s conduct, Hamlet turns towards Ophelia for strength and 

support. It means he only hates and dislikes her mother. He respects women. He politely and tenderly 

speaks to Ophelia as he meets her The fair Ophelia! Nymph, in thy Orisons, Be all my sins remembered. 

(Act III, Scene i, Lines 88-89) The dramatist brings out the different traits of his character by placing him 

in different situations and by studying his different reactions to them. Hamlet behaves like a mad 

character after knowing about the murder of his father from the ghost. Therefore, his misbehavior also can 

be seen with Ophelia under these lines Hamlet: Ha! Ha1 are you honest? Ophelia: My lord. Hamlet: Are 

you fair? Ophelia: What means your lordship? Hamlet: That if you be honest and fair, your honesty 

should admit no discourse to your beauty. Ophelia: Could beauty, my lord, have better commerce than 

with honesty? Hamlet: Ay, truly; for the power of beauty will sooner transform honest from what it is 

than the force of honesty can translate beauty into his likeness; this was sometime a paradox, but now the 

time gives it proof. I did love you once. Ophelia: Indeed, My lord, you made me believe so. Hamlet: You 

should not have believed me, for virtue cannot so inoculate our old stock but we shall relish of it; I loved 

you not. (Act III, Scene i, Lines 103-119) Above lines shows that now he dislikes or hates to all women. 

He thinks all fair women are dishonest. His misbehavior also shows with her mother. Queen: Hamlet, 

thou have thy father much offended. Hamlet: Mother, you have my father much offended. Queen: Come, 

Come, you with an idle tongue. Hamlet: Go, Go, you question with a wicked tongue. (Act III, Scene iv, 

Lines 103-119) The play is from a male-centered viewpoint thus it exclusively focuses upon the male 

characters and their experiences instead of assimilating the view and impacts of the women as well. This 

leads to assumption that Shakespeare wrote Hamlet with the need to display male dominance. Both 
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Gertrude and Ophelia are unadulterated depiction of how women are negatively portrayed in the 

patriarchal world of Shakespearean time. 
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11. 

Exploitation in Bhabani Bhattacharya’s Novel - He Who Rides a Tiger 

Dr. Ravikant Singh 
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Govt. M.J.S. (P.G.) College, Bhind M.P. 

 

Bhabani Bhattacharya’s ‘He Who Rides a Tiger’ gives us a pathetic picture of the innumerable 

indignities to which human beings were subjected during the Bengal famine of 1943. The famine, like the 

vengeful gods, which Hardy cursed, pulled mankind down to a despicable level, never suffering them to 

seek redemption; honour was at its lowest ebb, almost irretrievably lost. The mass exodus from the 

villages to the cities and the concomitant dislocations in life brought into relief various kinds of 

perversities that were, perhaps, inconceivable earlier. The human essence was exploited to the core and all 

that remained subsequently was a fraternity of debased mortal frames. Everything was reduced to mere 

bestiality and the law of the brute world prevailed. Bhattacharya, dealing with an event, which marks 

absolute depravity with individual, social and moral-on the part of man, gears every possible artistic 

device to ensuring the reader’s reaction and protest against the inhuman conditions that prevailed during 

the times depicted.  

The novel deals with the changing fortunes of Kalo, a blacksmith, who is driven to the city by the 

famine. He is sent to jail for stealing a bunch of bananas following which he becomes a corpse remover 

and a pimp to make both ends meet, finds his daughter Chandralekha in a prostitute’s house, then resorts 

to deception to wreak vengeance on the high caste people by arranging Shiva’s “coming” from the ground 

with the help of two seers of gram. The novel also castigates the traditional and religious minded people 

and their hypocritical ideas and ways of life in a persistent and forceful manner.  

This novel sounds quite powerfully the basic theme of Bhabani Bhattacharya’s creative work-the 

exposure of “evil forces”, that is, of colonialism. The writer wrathfully brands the English Government as 

the culprit of the tragedy, and calls it a “cold and inhuman colossus of authority.”1 The Indian bourgeoisie 

that helps the “evil forces” to gain profits out of the deplorable condition of the peasants is described in 

the novel. This novel deals with the hunger for freedom, hunger for money and hunger for sex.  

He Who Rides a Tiger is a protest against a moral fable of human depravity and degradation. It is 

an artistic paradigm of the inexhaustible spiritual resources of man to help him get out of the moral 

morass of deceit and falsehood. It is at once a pointer and reminder: a pointer to the fact of man’s all too 

imperfect systems of social organization based on fear and a reminder of the redemptive possibilities of 

truth and courage. 

He Who Rides a Tiger is in a way a picaresque novel, depicting the “adventures” of Kali, a 

blacksmith, on his way to Calcutta. A picaresque novel has a tendency towards looseness of structure, 

since it generally consists of a series of comic and farcical adventures. The protagonist of such a novel is 

“a rogue”, “given to practical jokes”, an enemy of society in that he is “always exposing hypocrisies and 

pretensions.”2 This description of the picaresque novel fits He Who Rides a Tiger in which Kalo’s 

adventures in Calcutta involve a practical joke, which helps to expose social hypocrisies and religious 

pretensions of the Hindu society. Kalo’s practical joke, which is central part to the novel, consists in 

changing his Shudra identity and taking on the role of a Brahmin. But the plot of this novel is not as 

formless as in a picaresque novel like, Smollett’s Roderick Random and others, the reason being that the 

novelist’s central preoccupation with caste and superstition in the Hindu society is the prime concern of 

the work.  



NNeeww  MMaann  IInntteerrnnaattiioonnaall  JJoouurrnnaall  ooff  MMuullttiiddiisscciipplliinnaarryy  SSttuuddiieess                                                                                                                ISSN: 2348-1390                     
Impact Factor: 4.321 (IIJIF) 

 

 

 

 
 VOL. 6 |   ISSUE  2 |  FEBRUARY    2019  51                    www.newmanpublication.com 

Social awareness in its amplitude of facts as well as its deep location of sensibility has been for 

long the focus of the plot of the Indian English novel. The writers of fiction from Mulk Raj Anand 

downward all of whom are realists and naturalists has a raw, unshaped, yet a heady power about it. Its 

force is straight, direct and disturbing. To this group of writers must be traced the central identity of 

Bhabani Bhattacharya’s novels. 

Bhattacharya tells the story in his own inimitable style, combining irony and innuendo and dry 

wit and wry humour. The opening paragraph illustrates the point and poses subtly the problem of the 

novel:  

“Food parents often name their timid shrimp of a boy Warrior King or Brave in Battle Hefty; 

pitch-dark girls go through life with the label lighting streak or Lotus wreath. But Kalo, Black, 

was true to his complexion, which had the colour quality of ink, and people said that when he 

seated, you could collect the oozing fluid for your inkwell. Kalo parried this friendly jibe with is 

usual good humour.”3 

Metaphorically, the problem is one of identity; and, ironically, the problem of the identity of 

Kalo, the village blacksmith, is not physical but social, and the solution he finally finds to resolve his 

personal as well as cultural crisis is moral. Kalo’s “usual good humour” notwithstanding resolutions to 

the problems is difficult to arrive at. The irony of calling a “Timid, shrimp of a boy Warrior King or 

Brave in Battle” becomes obvious to us only later when we come to know of Kalo’s deliberate decision 

“to become a Bramin” in order to take revenge upon society. Although Kalo’s personal troubles start after 

the death of his wife, his unconscious yearning for a change in status. Albeit in name only, finds 

expression in his naming his daughter Chandralekha, as advised by a Brahmin:  

“Why, if it is a boy, call him Obhijit, girl call her Chandralekha. We gentle folks give that kind of 

name to our sons and daughters. Dark-minded folks of your caste have a fancy for Haba and 

Goba, Punti and Munni.”4 

Then, after some time Kalo is sentenced to three months’ imprisonment with “hard labour” for a 

petty offence, Kalo’s habitual confidence in the established law gets irrevocably eroded when the 

magistrate adds insult to injury by questioning him in “a cold and impassive” why: “Why did you have to 

live?”5. Or why did is daughter have to live? 

Bhattacharya exhibits at this point a vivid and dramatic development in the delineation of Kalo’s 

character in that he emerges from the incident of his petty theft of food for survival and the humanly 

degrading and devalued justices meted out to him at the magistrate’s court, as a wholly alive individual, 

awakened to the presence of injustice and evil all around. As Ihab Hassan says:  

“The disparity between the innocence of the hero and the destructive character of his experience 

defines his concrete, existential, situations.”6 

 Thus Kalo’s existential encounter with the conventional system of values social as well legal – 

makes him recoil from the reality of inhumanity. According to the narrative, “Something was gone and 

Kalo, the blacksmith of Jharna town, could never be whole again.”7 

The helpless, hunger people cling to life, flinging away all that is dead and dross in them. That is 

why when the gate of the prison opens for Kalo, he is not at all depressed and broken-hearted. He is 

replete with vigour and freshness, “Kalo felt queer. New warmth, the power of life itself replaced the chill 

of dread he had been feeling. He was no longer a number in jail. The deadening yoke was off his 

shoulder.”8 

At the end of the novel, the writer points out that even the lower-class people rise high and deride 

the society, which hates and insults them, Kalo and Chandralekha do so, even though they have to take 

risks as terrible as riding a tiger. They hit hard the powerful upper – class people at whose hands they 

have suffered immensely. 
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The book is an exposition of the humble craftsman’s confidence and pride in his skill. Kalo tells 

the destitute, Vishwanath, a blacksmith, who chances to meet him in a very miserable condition, that an 

honest and competent craftsman is as good and dignified, as the best of folks: “He can hold his head high 

because the skill of his hands, his special knowledge.”9 So it can be said that Kalo’s life story is an 

expression of Bhabani Bhattacharya’s conviction in a positive, bright view of life. This low-caste 

balacksmith upsets the old social order by investing himself with Brahminhood and rising to the top. He 

does not undermine society, but becomes a part of it and uses its power by accepting its rules and by fully 

comprehending its purpose. He has the power to save his daughter in the hour of need, when she decides 

to accept Motichand’s proposal to become his fifth wife. He along with his daughter comes out of the 

snobbish life to a true life by proclaiming boldly to the world that he is a mere swindler, not a sacred 

Brahmin and a true devotee of Shiva the great God. The novelist describes his triumph over society: 

“They had come back in time to hear him, to see him drive his steel deep into the tiger. This scum of the 

earth had hit back, hit back where it hurt.”10 His brave confession is welcomed by the common folks who 

again and again spoken in a loud voice, the slogan “Victory to our brother”. At this moment 

Chandralekha is seen brimming over with high spirits and happiness. She has an overwhelming 

realization of an eternal sort of victory. “Baba, after this, whatever happen to us, wherever we go, we can 

never again be unhappy or defeated.”11 The moments of great triumph and joy in the life of Kalo and 

Chandralekha also becomes an integral part of the life of Biten, who is also sent there. In a low 

impassioned murmur, he ejaculates:  

“You have triumphed over yourself. What you have done just now will steel the spirit of hundreds 

and thousands of us. Your story will be legend to inspire and awaken.”12 

  Bhattacharya is opposed to exploitation – whether it is economic or caste-based. It comes 

out vividly with the protest of Kalo in the principle and in that of Biten. The village blacksmith and his 

daughter have to leave the village because of raging famine. It appears that Bhattacharya got his 

orientation not from his being a critic and thinker but from the tremendous impact of the Bengal famine. 

The memory of that event, like a troubling ghost, he wishes to exercise by writing about it more than 

once. The girl has no other place to go to, except the brothel; there is no other way for her of supporting 

herself except through the wages of sin she might earn there. Kalo is given three months’ imprisonment 

just because he had stolen a few bananas. The old Sanskrit poet certainly had a more realistic appraisal of 

human nature when he asked, “what sin will a hungry man not commit?” than Bhattacharya’s bully of a 

magistrate who asks the convict, “why did you have to live?” We are told that Bikash Mukherjee is 

serving his prison term because he had protested against a policeman’s atrocities on a famished person 

whose only offence was that he could not take his eyes off the food stacked in an eating house in the city. 

His punishment, in each case, is far in excess of the crime, if it is a crime at all to keep one’s body and 

soul together. 

 He Who Rides a Tiger reflects a fiercer and sterner mood of the novelist than is seen in So Many 

Hungers! which does not go beyond giving pathetic descriptions of suffering passively endured. In this 

novel, on the other hand, is distinctly heard a note of angry protest and of revenge. The scum of the earth 

no longer want to be trampled upon. They are determined to hit back. They are taking out a procession 

shouting slogans like: “Food for all”, “Work for all”, and Jail for the profiteers. In spite of all this, 

nothing happens. Here Bhattacharya is offering a programme of action against the corrupt bureaucrats, 

hoarders, profiteers and speculators. It is only through stratagem, by changing his caste and appropriating 

the name of Mangal Adhikari, that Kalo gets quits with his tormentors and persecutors; interestingly, the 

magistrate also comes to touch his feet. 

 Bhattacharya’s bias against the caste system makes itself manifest in He Who Rides a Tiger: 

when Kalo names his daughter Chandralekha, he becomes an object of ridicule while trying to give her 

the odium of high as well as of low caste people of his town Jharna. Therefore, the only way he can think 

of raising himself is to assume for himself and his daughter the character and identity of a Brahmin. The 
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point that Bhattacharya seems to be making is this: why should caste, real or assumed, confer such extra 

ordinary advantages on anybody?  

 Another very significant aspect of social life realistically treated in the book is the fact that a man 

has unlimited sympathy and support for the people of his own class and contempt for those of the other 

classes. This is evident when Kalo sees the poor drying miserably under the impact of the ravenous 

hunger created by the rich for their profit. He reflects on the tragic lot of the poor:  

“Were they doomed to haunt the earth forever as specters? …. No Brahmin priest spoke the 

timeless words from the Veda or applied the holy fire to the fleshless faces on the funeral pyres. 

Would the hundred thousand dead hover in unseen shapes over the great city eternally? Was 

heaven meant for the rich alone?”13 
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Abstract: 

 Wuthering Heights "is an English novel prominent in the eighteenth century. It is described by an environment of 

riddle and repulsiveness and having a pseudo-medieval setting. It is a multi-generational sentimental novel. It 

rotates around the destined love among Heathcliff and Catherine. Wuthering Heights Statures and sheds the lights 

with Lockwood, a proprietor of Heathcliff's, coming the home of his landowner Mr. Earnshaw, a Yorkshire Rancher 

and proprietor of Wuthering Statures, brings home a vagrant from Liverpool. The infant is called Heathcliff and 

lives with the Earnshaw youngsters, Hindley and Catherine.It is a development that alludes to destroy, rot, love, 

veining of sentiments, dread, disorder, and uncommon silliness and empathy over objectivity and sense.The present 

paper potrays the elements of Romantism in the novel, which was not too much dominant in the Gothic novels. 

Key words:Riddle,Sentimental,Empathy,Objectivity,Romantism,Gothic. 

 

1. Introduction: 

Wuthering Heights was composed by a young lady named Emily Bronte who was one of the four 

offspring of persevering pastor, Patrick Bronte.Wuthering Heights, the sentimental and enthusiastic 

romantic tale between the boorish and awkward Heathcliff and Catherine Earnshaw. The story is told 

through the storyteller Mr Lockwood, a guest to Wuthering Heights who is told the captivating story by 

Nelly Dean, the worker. Her story rotates around the vagrant Heathcliff, Catherine Earnshaw and her 

relatives, and the Linton relatives. Heathcliff was an energetic rover tyke received by the Earnshaw 

family. He cherishes Catherine Earnshaw. She adores him, yet she doesn't get hitched to him yet she 

decides for Edgar Linton, who has property and status. Heathcliff runs off with Isabella, Edgar's sister. 

Heathcliff turns into a rich and regarded man. He could assume control over the Earnshaw family home 

and the Linton family home. Heathcliff adores Catherine all through the story; regardless of he is directed 

to incur retribution as he can't possess her. He is covered beside her when he kicks the bucket. Bronte 

depicts normal powers and occasions distinctively while portraying the plot by methods for Nelly Dean 

and Lockwood so as to show the association between the inward and external common world in the 

Wuthering Heights. Virginia Woolf remarks on Wuthering Heights, and thinks about that Brontë needs 

"to state something towards of her characters which are 'I cherish' or 'I loathe,' yet 'we, the entire human 

race' and 'you, the interminable powers.'"76 Using the outrageous and in some cases disgusting conduct of 

the distinction among characters that Bronte can pass on noteworthy exercises about the world and 

universe all in all, as opposed to simply the lives of the characters themselves. Barbara Benedict clarified 

Brontë herself in her job as a female creator is an object of interest, yet she turns out to be considerably all 

the more an anomaly in her splendid capacity to make a totally extraordinary reality. Woolf portrays 

Brontë as nearly having mystical forces . The tale is loaded up with rude, opposing characters that 

perpetually double-cross, abuse and establish brutality and retribution upon one another. The characters 

don't adjust to any unmistakable arrangement of social qualities or pursue any ordinary good code. 

Nonetheless, in spite of the unrefined characters and the uncertain profound quality of the novel, 

Wuthering Heights was exceedingly mainstream in now is the ideal time, and has kept on being respected 

in high regard throughout the years. While the novel is highly adored and reliably applauded for its 
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wonderful lovely composition style, Wuthering Heights brings up endless issues and fits various 

understandings. Inside its offbeat system, Wuthering Heights manages ageless topics; over the top love, 

the hunger for retribution, and the dubiousness of social classes. Intertwined with spooky appearances and 

references to devils and other otherworldly components, Wuthering Heights is an adequate example of 

romantic fiction, in spite of the fact that from multiple points of view Bronte is the shape of the class. By 

reprimanding tradition from various perspectives, Wuthering Heights is an inquisitive novel which has 

attracted attentive readers of many generations. 

2. Romanticism in Wuthering Heights: 

"He's more myself than I am. Whatever our spirits are made of, his and mine are the same". As a matter of 

first importance , we could completely comprehend the attributes of sentimental writing in eighteenth 

Century England through Wuthering Heights.Actually, the Romanticism trusted that man, as an 

individual, is predominant, so sentimental books truly test profoundly inside characters. You can see this 

most clearly with Heathcliff and his wrath and desirous, and furthermore in Catherine, with her need to fit 

in with social gauges and her unshakable obstinacy. On the off chance that all else died and he remained, 

I could even now proceed to be; and if all else remained, and he were obliterated, the universe would 

swing to a strong outsider. [. . .] My love for Linton resembles the foliage in the forested areas. [. . .] My 

affection for Heathcliff takes after the endless shakes underneath: a wellspring of minimal unmistakable 

enjoyment, however essential. Nelly, I am Heathcliff. [. . .] not as a delight.[. . .] however as my very own 

being. (Brontë,1985: 122) Emily stresses the normal nature of her feelings by improving her affections for 

Heathcliff and Edgar by methods for characteristic symbolism. In addition, Catherine shows that she is 

simply the other of Heathcliff, i.e., Heathcliff and Catherine's personalities are interwoven. This is the 

motivation behind why she advances her affections for Heathcliff."In the night, the climate broke; the 

breeze moved from south to north-east and brought downpour first and after that hail, and snow. On the 

morrow, one could barely envision that there had been three weeks of summer: the primroses and 

crocuses were covered up under frigid floats; the songbirds were quiet, the youthful leaves of the early 

trees stricken and darkened". (Brontë, 1985, 206) Similar to nature's excellent portrayals in Wuthering 

Heights, Catherine is delineated as a wonderful individual in a route reacting to the excellence of nature. 

Scene portrayals in Wuthering Heights turn out to be much clearer when "I have recently come back from 

a visit to my landowner in 1801 the single neighbor that I will be bothered with. This is surely a delightful 

nation! In all England, I don't trust that I could have fixed on a circumstance so totally expelled from the 

mix of society. An ideal misanthropist's paradise: and Mr. Heathcliff and I are such an appropriate pair to 

isolate the devastation between us”.”It is as though she could tear up all that we now individuals by, and 

fill these unrecognizable transparences with such a whirlwind, that they rise above the real world. Hers, at 

that point, is the rarest of all power." Woolf, 1964,102 .What vain climate cocks we are! I, who had 

resolved to hold myself free of all social intercourse, and expressed gratitude toward my stars that, finally, 

I had lit on a spot where it was beside impracticable, I, feeble heel, in the wake of keeping up till nightfall 

a battle with low spirits, and isolation, was at long last constrained to strike my hues; and, under 

misrepresentation of picking up data concerning the necessities of foundation". (Bronte, 1985: 74) The 

anecdotal and sentimental characters of Thrushcross Grange and Wuthering Heights are additionally in 

struggle with their condition in Wuthering Heights: "the delicate, moral Edgar Linton of the range 

diverges from the malignant and attractive Heathcliff"(ordon, 1989: 197). This dubious event connotes 

the presence of two distinct universes implied through Wuthering Heights and Thrushcross Grange. 

(Wuthering Heights as a Gothic Novel) DOI: 10.9790/0837-2207010105 www.iosrjournals.org 4 | Page 

While Wuthering Heights speaks to nature including streams, trees, rocks, leaves, air, and wind, 

Thrushcross Grange represents the advanced universe of cash, ravenousness, and innovation. Such a 

complexity winds up a competition much of the time and generally connotes that characters beat nature's 

strength through managing alternate issues in their lives and through being aloof towards it. The presence 

of a dualistic structure in their lives suggests the unending creating clashes in these families. Not at all 

like Wuthering Heights, Thrushcross Grange which is arranged on a valley is exquisite and agreeable and 
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conveys none of the terrible highlights of the slopes. It is "a stunning spot covered with blood red, and red 

secured seats and tables. While focusing on the connection between the magnificence and that of nature, 

Catherine is delineated as a feature of the normal environment she lives in. In any case, she turns out to be 

significantly more dominant than nature in regard to her energy. Catherine's consistency in her 

enthusiasm, desire, and coolness is reflected by most commentators and, subsequently, they bolster how 

Catherine negates with nature. Like most faultfinders Phyllis Bentley, an in all respects early pundit who 

shows the consistency in the outloo towards Bronte's showstopper. Her incredible reason would have 

found new circles of revelation from the learning of the old; and her solid imperious will could never have 

been overwhelmed by resistance or trouble; never have given route yet with life." (Fraser 167) .The job of 

the more youthful Cathy, for instance, winds up rouse to new noticeable quality in this perusing. In the 

event that Heathcliff is the domineering beast subjugating the kingdom, it is Cathy who "kills the brute," 

as it were. It is her affection for Hareton that can be contended to have broken Heathcliff's soul, and it is 

she who instructs him and sets him up for his new job. Toward the finish of the novel, when Nelly 

describes Lockwood about the passing of Heathcliff and Catherine, she depicts their dauntlessness. they 

mirror their conflicting assessments of one another (Sedgwick, 1986: 110) Being evaluated as a non-

human otherworldly being, Heathcliff is noted as incredible and wild, - much more dominant than nature 

in light of his enthusiasm to have strength over it. Catherine Earnshaw, then again, typifies the attributes 

of both Heathcliff and Edgar. Plus, questions start to show up regarding whether Heathcliff is human at 

all and individuals around him turn into the casualty of his inhumanity10 (Sharma, 1994: 43). Heathcliff 

is delineated as more out of control than nature in his common quirks. Distant slopes have essentially 

been depicted as wild and dreadful just as spiritualist in its tendency. Be that as it may, Heathcliff has 

been depicted as a lot more out of control in his inward nature in Wuthering Heights: "His mouth watered 

to tear you with his teeth, since he is just half man—less and the—and the rest fiend!"11 (Bronte, 1985: 

16).Catherine and Heathcliff's dubious love, consequently, turns into an eternal and all inclusive love 

proceeding on the fields which can't be finished by death (Anderson, 1993: 114). This coherence mirrors 

the intensity of their affection. Heathcliff and Catherine's association is finished after death and ends up 

immortal just as general, for example, the regular powers of Wuthering Heights. This demonstrates they 

react to characteristic environment by their unceasing affection to one another. Be that as it may, their 

very own energy which is more dominant than the slopes additionally crushes their affection. Heathcliff 

reflects how he is stressed over losing Catherine. 

3. Conclusion: 

Emily's epic incorporates the connection among Nature and humankind; and among Romance and 

frightfulness; manners by which the spirit may get by after death; individual double-crossing and bad 

form; the creative ability; partition and misfortune. Such topics more likely than not been in her brain as 

she pondered the new novel. In Wuthering Heights she had educated the estimation of tight organized 

arranged by event predominance ; it appears to be likely that this time she would need to begin with a 

venture , yet this might be misleading , since it is quite the composition that Emily discovers her account 

novel. Emily Bronte made her imaginative progress through a mix of motivation and diligent work: this is 

definitely not a frightening end. Gothic sentiments were secrets, regularly including the powerful and 

intensely tinged with frightfulness, and sentiment they were typically set against dim foundations of 

medieval destroys and frequented palaces. Wuthering Heights, distributed in 1847, rotates around the 

enthusiastic and dangerous love between its two focal characters, Edgar, and Heathcliff .Emily Bronte's 

adamant and wonderful Catherine Earnshaw and her tall, dim, attractive, and agonizing legend/villain, 

Heathcliff. The Novel rotates around the group of the Earnshaws, proprietors of the called 'Wuthering 

Heights', where the defeniftly hedgehog, Heathcliff, is brought by the dad of the foundling who has 

discovered him left in Liverpool, and who portrays him 'as dar as though it originated from the villain' for 

'when Mr. Earnshaw first brings the child home,Heathcliff and Hindley. Both young men, without a 

doubt, detest each other with an energy incompletely conceived of 'kin competition', despite the fact that 

they are not blood relatives (in any event such isn't transparently expressed regardless of whether 
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faultfinders have construed in excess of a demonstration of man ind in Mr. Earnshaw's safeguarding the 

kid and his significant other's specialist threatening vibe. At the point when Earnshaw kicks the bucket, 

Hindley sits around idly in amending the unlawful takeover of control from which he supposes he has got 

distress by perceiving Heathcliff to the dimension of a hireling. Despite the fact that, Cathy and Heathcliff 

have framed a swore which nothing will ever stop, even Cathy's marriage to the affluent Edgar Linton. 
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Abstract: Kamla Das was one of the most prominent women writers who raised her voice for the female. She was 

bilingual writer as she wrote in her mother tongue Malayalam and in English. Her great contribution to the Indian 

Poetry gave her label ‘The Mother of Modern Indian English Poetry’. She gave the voice to a generation of women 

who were confined to hearth and child.KamlaDas’ poems revels the desire for change in the society. She thinks 

women should have their own identity and status in the society. They should not be considered inferior to men and 

given equal status.The major theme of her poetry was love. The present research paper is an attempt to explore the 

theme of love in the poems of Kamla Das. 

Keywords: Bhakti, God, Confessional, Love, Lust, Surrender, Mortal, Physical Love, Ideal Love. 

 

 Kamla Das was one of the most prominent women writers who raised her voice for the 

female. She was bilingual writer as she wrote in her mother tongue Malayalam and in English. 

Her great contribution to the Indian Poetry gave her label ‘The Mother of Modern Indian English 

Poetry’. She gave the voice to a generation of women who were confined to hearth and child.She 

started writing at the age of fourteen. She has written many poems, short stories, novels and 

autobiographical works. In her poems she has tried to raise the voice for women in this male 

dominated Indian society. The major theme of her poetry was love. Main aim of KamlaDas’ 

poetry is search for Love. Love is the persistent in her poetry and in love she tried to discover 

herself. One can easily find that her love poetry is divided into two types – physical love and 

ideal love. In the first stage of her life she composed poems related with the physical love while 

in the second stage of life about ideal love. For her the ideal love means the type of love that was 

between Radha and Krishna but element of bhakti is absent in Kamla Das. As she confesses, “I 

was looking for an ideal lover. I was looking for the one who went to Mathura and forgot to 

return to his Radha.” (Kamla Das, P.191) 

 In The Old Playhouse she refers hideous and lustful love of her husband. Her life is a 

death experience instead of love to her. She compares love between her and her husband with the 

Narcissus at the water’s age, a young boy who was in love with his own reflection and suffered a 

full as:  

  …love is Narcissus at the water’s edge, haunted  

  By its own lovely face and yet it must seek at last  

  An end, a pure, total freedom, it must will the mirrors 

  To shatter and the kind might to erase the water. 

 Thus the poet lives in the two worlds simultaneously i.e. the real world in which love is 

lust and another mythical world of Vrindavan. 

 In her poetry Kamla Das revealed various shades of physical love in the confessional 

mode. In it she talks about her humiliations and unpleasant sexual experiences. We found 
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truthfulness in her poetry which lacks in today’s love poetry. It conforms her nature and honesty. 

As her poetry is in an autobiographical tone she says, “A poet’s raw material is not stone or clay; 

it is her personality.” (Kamla Das, P.74) 

 She gave vent to her emotions and experiences through her poems. In the first stage of 

her life she submits herself to pleasure and sex: “now here is a girl with vast/ sexual hungers/ a 

bitch after my own heart.” She did not feel ashamed to suppose herself as a bitch. She is 

disappointed and nervous in married life for in the orbit of licit sex, there seemed to be only 

crudeness and violence,” (Kamla Das, P.33). This made her to find love out of the boundaries of 

marriage. She wanted love from even strangers but failed to get it from her husband and 

strangers also. 

 Failure in finding a true love created a sense of looser in her. Further she knew that 

physical love is a trap in the way of true love. She wants to escape from it for dear love: 

As the convict studies 

His prison’s geography 

I study the trappings 

Of your body, dear love, 

For I must someday find 

An escape from its snare 

 As she discovers that bodily pleasure is not true love she turns towards the mythical 

world of Krishna and Vrindavan for the permanent love and satisfaction. She finds comfort in the 

arms of Krishna thinking herself as Radha. She finds real freedom in Krishna’s promises as 

compare to her husband’s love. 

 Kamla Das hears “a low whistling… that sounded like the playing of a flute…”(Atma 

Ram, P.1) during her illness. It was a magicalexperience for her. Her poem Ghanshyam clearly 

shows the transformation in her for the search of true love. She surrenders completely to 

Krishna. Leaving all the mortal and temporary earthly attractions she devotes Krishna. In Radha 

she thinks that her soul and body is melting and unifying with the God 

    Everything in me 

    Is melting, even the hardness at 

    The core 

   O, Krishna I am melting, 

    Melting, melting 

    Nothing remains but you 

 The poem Maggots revels experience of Radha with her husband is the same experience 

with the poet in her life. In it Radha does not find pleasure in the arms of her husband but thinks 

herself as a corpse. 

At sunset, on the river bank, Krishna  

Loved her for the last time and left… 
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That right in her husband’s arms, Radha felt 

So dead that he asked, what is wrong 

Do you mind my kisses, love? And she said, 

No, not at all, but thought, what is  

It to the corpse if the maggots nip? 

 For Kamla Das, Love is something which could not be achieved easily. She compares her 

love with Radha in Maggots. She was so much hungry for the love as in The Suicide says, “If 

love is not to be had I want to be dead, just dead” 

 She was so much disappointed because of the society, her family and husband. As there 

was no other option than the God. So she says in her Ghanshyam: 

I want a peace that I can tote 

 Like an infant in my arms 

I want peace that will doze 

In the whites of my eyes when I smile 

 These lines show her frustration, sorrows and grief that taken away the peace of her 

mind. She wants real peace of mind. 

 In the society there were many vices which were very hard to bear for the women. Kamla 

Das became the revolutionary person for the contemporary women. “Why not more than one 

husband”, What Women Expect out of Marriage and What They Get.” (Rehman, Anisur and 

AmeenaKazi Ansari) These are the some titles of her articles which clearly show that she was a 

revolutionary woman. 

Conclusion: 

 Kamla Das’ love poems are the fine blending of body and beyond love. Search for love is 

the main theme of her poetry. She tried to discover herself through love poetry. There are also 

different shades of physical love described in confessional mode. Her poems show her failure in 

receiving pure love.  

 Her poems give voice to the silent women so that they can raise their voice against this 

patriarchal society. Kamla Das has given voice to the women in the world Literature and rightly 

considered as the “Mother of Modern Indian English Poetry”. 
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Abstract 

In recent years, scientific advances and the development of more sophisticated equipment have revealed 

numerous intriguing implications and interactions between various dietary components on a genetic level. These 

provide a tremendous hope in employing “Food as a medicine”. Also, numerous in-vivo and in-vitro studies have 

pointed forth the relevance of these compounds in treating different disorders like neurodegenerative diseases, 

cancer, inflammation. In this context, the present study explains the mechanism of polyphenols as an anti-

inflammatory agent and vitamin-C as an anti-oxidant. The review analysis, describes and outlines the structure, 

occurrence, mechanism of action and health benefits of polyphenol, Vitamin C and other dietary components such 

as fatty acids, proteins, vitamins.  

Keywords: Polyphenols, Vitamin C, Dietary components, Inflammation, Anti-oxidants 

Anti-inflammatory properties of Polyphenols 

Polyphenols are compounds with multiple units of phenol. They can be natural, semisynthetic or synthetic 

in origin (www.wikipedia.com). Polyphenols are mostly moderately water-soluble , their molecular weight ranges 

from 500–4000 Da, possess multiple (>12) phenolic hydroxyl groups, have  5–7 aromatic rings per 1000 Da, 

biosynthesises occurs in-situ from smaller polyphenols and eventually forms nonhydrolyzable tannins (Quideau et 

al., 2011; Haslam et al., 1994). 

Polyphenols come in a variety of forms. Tannins are the most common kind of polyphenol. They can be 

found in virtually every plant family. Larger polyphenols are concentrated mostly in leaf tissue, flowers, fruits, bark 

layers and the epidermis. They also play an important role in forest decomposition and nutrient cycles in forest 

ecology (Stephan & Peter, 2000). They are also found in a variety of species, including arthropods such as insects 

and crustaceans. Flavones, favonols, flavanones, isoflavones, anthocyanidins, chalcones, and catechins are examples 

of flavonoids found in fruits, vegetables, legumes, red wine, and green tea. Stilbenes may be detected primarily in 

red wine and peanuts. Lignans may also be present in flax seeds, legumes, cereals, grains, fruits, algae, and some 

plants. Phosphonic acid, hydroxybenzoic acids (found in tea), and hydroxycinnamic acids (found in cinnamon, 

coffee, blueberries, and kiwifruits) are the other types of polyphenols (Ajila et al., 2011). 

Inflammation is an evolutionary conserved and complex biological process which is characterised by the 

response of body cells including immune and non-immune cells to any harmful stimuli, toxins, pathogens, damaged 

cells. It involves blood vessels, immune cells and molecular mediators (Ferrero-Miliani L, 2007). The main 

symptoms of inflammation involves “heat, redness, swelling, pain, and loss of function”. 

Inflammatory mediators come in a variety of forms among which prostaglandins are the most significant. 

Prostaglandins increases the vascular permeability by enhancing the effect of various other substances. It also affects 

the platelets aggregation and thus influences clotting process. Prostaglandins are involved in inducing pain as well as 

fever in inflammatory process. The gene Cyclooxygenase (COX) is behind the synthesis of prostaglandins, various 

anti-inflammatory drugs, such as aspirin inhibits COX and thus cause pain relief. In addition to it, vasoactive amines 

such as histamine and serotonin, neutrophil products, plasma endopeptidases, bradykinin also act as inflammatory 

mediators by increasing vascular permeability and chemotactic activity of leucocytes (Britannica, 2017).  

Several polyphenol studies show that polyphenols has anti-inflammatory effects. For example, when 

polyphenols were added to mice's drinking water, levels of proinflammatory cytokines in ultraviolet B (UVB)-

irradiated skin were substantially decreased. Polyphenol therapy also suppresses UVB-induced production of COX-

2 and its prostaglandin metabolites, thus preventing skin cancer (Meeran et al., 2009). The application of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Semisynthesis
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Synthetic_compound
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Water-soluble
https://www.britannica.com/science/aspirin
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/inhibit
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polyphenols to human skin prior to UVB exposure substantially decreased UVB-induced infiltration of 

inflammatory leukocytes and myeloperoxidase activity. The activity of myeloperoxidase is utilised as a measure of 

tissue infilteration. Similarly, silymarin, a kind of polyphenol, has been found to suppress UVB-induced COX-2 

production. The dietary treatment of polyphenols reduced the expression of COX-2, proliferating cell nuclear 

antigen, cyclin D1, and inducible nitric oxide synthase in the skin (Langenbach et al., 1999). The effectiveness of 

naturally produced polyphenols including green tea polyphenols, proanthocyanidins from grape seeds and silymarin 

from milk thistle against UV radiation-induced inflammation, oxidative stress, damage to DNA, and immunological 

suppression has been shown (Katiyar et al., 1999). 

Polyphenols may also assist to decrease the inflammatory response associated with local tissue damage, 

such as hepatocellular necrosis caused by carbon tetrachloride-induced acute liver injury (Tipoe et al., 2007). Green 

tea polyphenols, namely pro-delphinidin B-4 3'-O-gallate and pro-delphinidin B2 3,3'di-O-gallate (Khan et al., 

2008), dose-dependently inhibited COX-2 mRNA and protein expression, as well as Prostaglandin E2 production. 

The anti-COX-1/COX-2 action of epigallocatechin, gallocatechin, epicatechin, gallate, catechin gallate, and 

epigallocatechin gallate has been demonstrated in a variety of human and animal cell lines (Hong et al., 2001; 

Kundu et al., 2003; Seeram et al., 2003; Gerhauser et al., 2003). Hydroxytyrosol inhibited the expression of COX-2 

and inducible nitric oxide synthase genes in Lipopolysaccharide-stimulated J774 murine macrophages (Maiuri et al., 

2005). Treatment of BALB/c mice with olive vegetation water, which is particularly high in polyphenols, reduced 

tumor necrosis factor (TNF) α secretion (Bitler et al., 2005). 

Anti-inflammatory Properties of other Dietary Components 

Proinflammatory leukotrienes are produced from arachidonic acid through a rate-limiting process catalysed 

by 5-Lipoxygenase. Leukotrienes have been implicated in the development of atherosclerosis in a variety of animal 

and human models. Additionally, previous research has linked variations of the 5-Lipoxygenase promoter repeat 

polymorphism to carotid atherosclerosis in humans. The enzyme's impact may be increased by a high amino acid 

diet, but can be reduced by a high N-3 fatty acid diet (Allayee et al., 2009). A particular omega-3 fatty acid termed 

eicosapentaenoic acid has been demonstrated to inhibit inflammatory gene expression in arthritic canine cells 

(Kumar et al., 2014). It has been demonstrated that babies who do not receive omega-3 fatty acids from their 

mothers during pregnancy are at an increased risk of having nerve and visual disorders. Between omega-3 and 

omega-6 fatty acids, the former inhibits inflammation while the latter increases it. Thus, our diet should include an 

adequate amount of omega-3 and omega-6 fatty acids (Aben et al., 2010). There is hard proof that micronutrients 

and macronutrients influence the pro- and anti-inflammatory cascades. Periodontal disease is a complicated process 

defined by the loss of the periodontal attachment system, which occurs as a result of an inflammatory response 

regulated by nutrition (Nitin et al., 2017).  

Anti-oxidative properties of Vitamin C 

Vitamin C, commonly known as L-ascorbic acid is a water-soluble vitamin necessary for a variety of biochemical 

and physiological activities in the body. First isolated in 1923 by Szent-Gyorgyi, a Hungarian biochemist and Nobel 

laureate; also, Howarth and Hirst were the first to synthesise it. Vitamin C comes in two forms: reduced (ascorbate) 

and oxidised (dehydroascorbic acid), both of which are easily interconvertible and biologically active, making it a 

valuable antioxidant. Humans, unlike most animals, cannot generate the vitamin on their own, making it a necessary 

dietary component (Chambial, et al., 2013). The majority of plant and animal species can synthesise vitamin C 

naturally from glucose and galactose via the uronic acid pathway, but man and other primates are unable to do so 

due to a lack of the enzyme gulonolactone oxidase, which is essential for its biosynthesis. Vitamin C aids in 

synthesis and metabolism of folic acid, tyrosine, and tryptophan, as well as the hydroxylation of proline, glycine, 

carnitine, lysine, and catecholamine. It makes cholesterol conversion to bile acids easier, lowering blood cholesterol 

levels. It also improves iron absorption in the intestines by converting it from ferric state to ferrous. Vitamin C with 

its antioxidant properties, protects the body from the harmful effects of free radicals, pollution, and poisons 

(Nishikimi et al., 1994). 

Antioxidants are substances that have the ability to neutralise free radicals by accepting or donating 

electrons, thus eliminating the radical's unpaired state. Unpaired electron atoms, molecules, or ions are very reactive 

in chemical reactions with other substances. These free radicals are oxygen, nitrogen, and sulphur molecules that 

belong to the reactive oxygen species (ROS), reactive nitrogen species (RNS), and reactive sulphur species (RSS). 

Antioxidant molecules operate on dangerous free radicals by either directly interacting with them and eliminating 

them or converting them into less active, longer-lived, and less harmful free radicals (Fang et al., 2002). 
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Garca-Bailo et al. (2011) identified vitamin C as an essential nutrient as well as the most significant hydrophilic 

plasma antioxidant. In the aqueous phase, vitamin C interacts directly with or neutralises hydroxyl, alkoxyl, and 

lipid peroxyl radicals, producing H2O, alcohol, and, owing to its delocalized structure, a highly persistent radical. 

Other antioxidants, such as glutathione and vitamin E, may be replenished by neutralising their radical versions by 

vitamin C. Vitamin C is readily generated from its stable radical using NADH or NADPH dependent reductases 

(Hossain & Asada, 1985). Many antioxidants may react directly with reactive oxygen species (ROS) and/or free 

radical intermediates generated by ROS, thereby stopping the chain reaction and reducing ROS-induced damage 

(DeFeudis et al., 2003). Vitamin C is also important for the control of ROS-related enzymes. Vitamin C suppresses 

or boosts the activities and expressions of free radical generating enzymes such NAD(P)H oxidase and xanthine 

oxidase or antioxidant enzymes like superoxide dismutase, catalase, and glutathione peroxidase to decrease the 

cellular level of free radicals (Panchatcharam et al., 2006). 

Antioxidative Properties of other Dietary Components 

Dietary nutrients and phytochemicals have a variety of antioxidant activities and are vital in the fight 

against oxidative stress. Anti-aging is one of the most important applications of nutrigenomic research. Cells age as 

a result of the accumulation of extra free radicals caused by a lack of sufficient nutrition and external influences 

such as UV radiation, pollution, stress, diet, and so on. One of the most popular ideas of ageing in recent years is 

that oxygen-free radicals, also known as reactive oxygen species (ROS), cause ageing (Walvekar et al., 2013). As 

the body's natural antioxidant defences are insufficient, some ROS cause molecular damage, some of which are 

irreversible and accumulates with age. If ROS is the cause of ageing, then improved ROS defence should lower 

oxidative stress, halt the ageing process, and eventually increase longevity. External and internal stimuli can 

accumulate reactive species, causing molecular damage, resulting in oxidative or nitrosative stress. Reactive species 

can also change gene expression, resulting in the release of cytokines and inflammation, which leads to the 

generation of more free radicals, reactive oxygen species, and reactive nitrogen species (RNS) (Vina et al., 2013).  

Inflammation and oxidative stress may then have a role in the development of chronic disease and the 

creation of reactive oxygen and nitrogen species. Dietary and endogenous antioxidants act synergistically to prevent 

the growth and damage caused by oxidative stress. Nutrients alter major signalling pathways that are deregulated in 

various forms of cancer. Carcinogen metabolism, DNA repair, cell proliferation/apoptosis, differentiation, 

inflammation, oxidant/antioxidant balance, and angiogenesis are among the pathways investigated. Carcinogenesis 

can be prevented by bioactive components found in fruits and vegetables (Davis & Milner, 2006). 

DNA bases are damaged by reactive oxygen species (ROS) such as superoxide and hydroxyl radicals, which may 

result in DNA sequence alterations (Bartsch, 1996). By interfering with DNA replication, such disruptions may 

induce changes in oncogenes and tumour suppressor genes. ROS may also induce DNA strand breakage, which can 

result in genetic material alterations or deletions (Chao & Lipkin, 2006). Numerous dietary components that 

scavenge ROS, such as flavonoids, vitamins E and C, and isothiocyanates, have been demonstrated to promote the 

repair of oxidative DNA damage, while dietary deficits have been identified to influence DNA repair pathways 

(Chao & Lipkin, 2005). Wound healing relies heavily on nutritional cofactors. Specific nutritional shortages, such as 

protein, vitamin, and mineral deficits, may cause the healing process to be slowed (MacKay et al., 2003). 

Conclusion 

To conclude, Polyphenols, vitamin C, and other dietary components are highlighted in the current review for their 

anti-inflammatory and antioxidant properties. Polyphenols have been shown to suppress the COX gene and, as a 

result, prostaglandins, which in turn relieves pain, reducing fever, and inflammation. Similarly, various 

epidemiological, in-vivo and in vitro studies have elucidated the mechanism of vitamin-C in neutralising the free 

radicals like hydroxyl, alkoxyl, and lipid peroxyl and it also play a role in the regulation of ROS-related enzymes. 

However, further knowledge is required to fully exploit the advantages, including the sources of these dietary 

components, the amount required, the influence on gene expression, the effect on epigenetics, and unexpected side 

effects. In addition, many in-vivo and in vitro studies have been done on purified and isolated compound, how these 

compounds will behave in a whole food as dietary component is an area which is not much explored. This aspect of 

research provides fruitful ground, and our current understanding of these dietary components offers tremendous 

promise and hope for the treatment of a variety of diseases.  
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